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RON MOWERY
MAYOR

June 10, 1997

To Whom This May Concern:

As Mayor of Marion I am writing on behalf of WSOT 'IV-25. I feel it is
imperative that this local station retains the ability to broadcast. Since mid
1991, wsar 'IV-25 has provided the citizens of Marton and the surrounding
areas with quality family and local based programs.

My special relationship with this station stems from the opportunity they have
provided to me, free of charge, to host a monthly live show. Since I have been
in office this has become a very popular show. WSOT has hosted many mayors
from allover Indiana as well as congressmen on the monthly show with me. It
would be a shame to loose this opportunity. Beyond City Talk, WSOT has
covered local festivals, parades. and allowed broadcast time to the youth of
Grant County. They also cover local high school sporting events that would
otheIWise not be broadcast.

wsar 1V-25 has established itself as an essential, positive, community
minded, family advocate in Marton and Grant County. I would strongly urge
the FCC to do everything within its power to see that WSOT'IV-25 remains an
active broadcaster in this area.

Thank you for consideration in this matter.

~frt~
Ron Mowery, Mayor
City of Marion, Indiana

MARION MUNICIPAL BUILDING
301 SOUTH BRANSON STREET

MARION, INDIANA 46952
765 I 662-9931



CITY OF GAS CITY
GAS CITY. INDIANA

"Gas city - The City With A Future"

EUGENE LINN, Mayor
ANITA L. SMITH,Clerk-Treasurer
DAVID L. KILEY, Attorney

June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

Councilmen
Dennis BanKs

Doyle "HoKe" Benefield
Richard Fischer

Shelley McCollum
Jim Spurgeon

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our community for
six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community
life.

Our special organization, the City of Gas City, has benefitted greatly from local
programming TV-25 provides through the potential coverage of the We Care:Auction
events. This will mostly certainly improve our main social service effort. rJ-25 has
always attempted to service the Marion and Grant County area by being a community
broadcaster. It is an essential component in representing and promoting our
community.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain an
active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Eugene Linn, Mayor
City of Gas City



June 10, 1997

To Whom This May Concern:

As a member of the Marion City Council I wish to inform you that WSOT lV-25
has been an active part of our community for six and one half years. lV-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to community life.

WSOT lV-25 has been a friend to the Marion City Council in many ways
including special broadcasts and public information announcements. They
have also broadcast many things that are not generally available to the public
such as political debates and special live call in shows not available anywhere
else. WSOT lV-25 is an essential component in representing and promoting
our community.

I request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT lV-25 remain
an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Ann Secttor,
Marion City Council

MARION MUNICIPAL BUILDINC
301 SOUTli BR/\NSl IN STREET

MARION, INDIANA 469£:)2
31'7./ (lh}·qi..)-il
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June 10, 1997

To Whom This May Concern:

As a member of the Marion City Council I wish to infonn you that WSOT 1V-25
has been an active part of our community for six and one half years. 1V-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to community life.

WSOT 1V-25 has been a friend to the Marion City Council in many ways
including special broadcasts and public infonnation announcements. They
have also broadcast many things that are not generally available to the public
such as political debates and special live call in shows not available anywhere
else. WSOT 1V-25 is an essential component in representing and promoting
our community.

I request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT 1V-25 remain
an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

~Ory~
Marion City Council

MARION MUNICIPAL BUILDINC
301 SOUTH BRANS()N STREET

MARION, INDI/\NA 4h952
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June 10, 1997

To Whom This May Concern:
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As a member of the Marion City Council I wish to inform you that WSOT 1V-25
has been an active part of our community for six and one half years. 1V-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to community life.

WSOT 1V-25 has been a friend to the Marion City Council in many ways
including special broadcasts and public infOlmation announcements. They
have also broadcast many things that are not generally available to the public
such as political debates and special live call in shows not available anywhere
else. WSOT 1V-25 is an essential component in representing and promoting
our community.

I request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT 1V-25 remain
an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Jim Stewart,
Marion City Council



317/674·2248
Fax 317/6n-4424

10 June 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

205 EAST NORTH H STREET

GAS CITY, INDIANA 46933

This correspondence is to inform you that WSOT-TV has been an active part of our community for
over six years. TV-25 not only provides our community with local broadcasting but also provides
a service to our community.

As Principal of Mississinewa High School, located in Gas City, Indiana I feel extremely fortunate
to have a television station in our community area that responds to the needs of our community.
TV-25 comes to our local schools to video tape sporting events for replay at a later time. This
provides a great service to our students who enjoy seeing themselves on television, but more
importantly enables the shut-ins from our community to see these young student athletes.

WSOT also comes to a graduation ceremony to tape this event. They provide us with a video of
outstanding quality which we then make available to anyone who wishes to have one.

TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant County area by being a community
broadcaster. It is an essential component in representing and promoting our community and
school.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain an active
broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

~~~
Michael Powell
Principal
Mississinewa High School



Marion High School
750 West 26th Street
Marion, Indiana 46953

June 11,1997

To Whom it May Concern,

Phone (317) 664-9051
Fax # (317) 662-0383

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our community
for six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is vital to our
community life.

Our special organization, Marion High School, has benefited greatly from local
programming TV-25 provides through broadcasting sporting events, public
service announcements. TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and
Grant County area by being a community broadcaster. It is an essential
component in representing and promoting our community.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain
an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

!t(rtl.~
Mrs. l'JIarjorie A. Record
Principal

- A SPECIAL FIRST CLASS COMMISSION SCHOOL -



Madison-Grant High School
Member North Central Association

R. LARRY MARTIN
Principal

June 11, 1997

SHERRI 1. GOODMAN
Ass!. Principal

THOMAS M. EVERSMAN
Director of Guidance

LINDA L. BRAGG
Counselor

To Whom it May Concern:

As principal of Madison-Grant High School, I would like to inform you the WSOT
TV-25 has been an active part of our community for six and a half years. TV-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community life.

Madison-Grant High School has benefited greatly from the local programming
TV-25 provides through broadcasting our high school football games, basketball
games, and graduation exercises. This allows many of our school community
members including senior citizens, parents who work second or third shifts,
people who are ill and anyone else who can not attend our events to be a part of
their school by watching the broadcasts provided by TV-25. This excellent
television station has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant County
area by being a community broadcaster. There is no doubt that TV-25 is an
essential component in representing and promoting our community.

On behalf of the Madison-Grant High School faculty and staff, all of our coaches,
the school community, and most importantly, our students, I sincerely request
that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain an active
broadcaster in the Marion, Indiana and Grant County, Indiana areas.

Thank you for your consideration in this request.

Phone (317) 948-4141 11700S-EOOW Fairmount, Indiana 46928-9312
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To Whom is May Concern:

301 South Branson • Marion, Indiana 46952
(765) 662-1192

lJJ

.........

The City ofMarion, the Urban Enterprise Association and Main Street
Marion have been working together to improve downtown Marion. WSOT
TV-25 has joined us in this effort by giving us the opportunity to inform the
public about the various grant programs and projects. They have covered our
various festivals and events and given us the opportunity to keep in touch
with the citizens ofMarion. This coverage and the opportunities to appear on
their programs have benefited us greatly.

WSOT TV-25 is a vital asset to our community. Their willingness to feature
various organizations and events in this community has helped to promote,
inform and unite Marion residents.

We request that the FCC allow WSOT TV-25 to continue being a vital asset
to this community.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Betsy Coss
Main Street Marion Project Manager

@ Printed on recycled paper



Grant County
Economic Growth Council

June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our community for
six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community
life.

Our special organization, Grant County Economic Growth Council, has benefitted
greatly from local programming TV-25 provides through the enhanced focus on the
quality of life in Marion. TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant
County area by being a community broadcaster. It is an essential component in
representing and promoting our community.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain an
active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

~f~
Timothy K. Eckerle
Executive Director

TKE/kjh

301 S. ADAMS Sr., MARION, IN 46952 * 765-662-0650* 888-668-3203* FAX 765-662-8340
Horne Page: www.grantcoindeveloprnent.com E-mail: gcegcind@comteck.com
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June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our community for
six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community
life.

Our special organization, Grant County Manufacturers' Council, has benefitted greatly
from local programming TV-25 provides through the broadcasting of local political
candidate debates. These provide the only source of meaningful comparison of
candidateS. TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant County area
by being a community broadcaster. It is an essential component in representing and
promoting our community.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain an
active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.



To Whom It May Concern:

MARION MUNICIPAL BUILDING
301 SOUTH BRANSON STREET

MARION, INDIANA 46952
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This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active
part of our community for six and a half years. TV-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community life.
Our special organization, National Night Out, has benefited
greatly from local programming TV-25 provides through
broadcasting our events. Recently the efforts of TV-25
allowed us to reach our community in the fight against crime
and drugs. This event was held for two nights in August and
was attended by over 2,500 people. TV-25 took camera
crews into the neighborhoods and on the courthouse square
to film this event. They also aired the event on their station to
thousands that couldn't attend. Without their efforts, we
would not have had the success that we enjoyed this past
year. Our community was selected as the "Rookie of the
Year" for National Night Out. This selection was made from
over 1,000 communities across the nation. I feel that without
the commitment of TV-25 to the community this would not
have been possible. Because of the coverage that we
received from our local station, we now have had numerous
inquiries about this years National Night Out. I might add that
we contacted the Indianapolis and Fort Wayne stations for
coverage and got no response. TV-25 has always attempted
to serve the Marion and Grant County area by being a
community broadcaster. It is an essential component in
representing and promoting our community.



We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that
WSOT TV-25 remain an active broadcaster in the Marion and
Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

CZi~rf{L/(4b'c.r-;~~~7A::~:707CJ?
nneth A. Hussong

ational Night Out, C airman
Code Enforcement Officer



2923 South WestemAvenue
Marion. Indiana 46953-3569
Tel. 765-668-5455
Fax. 765-668-5463

~TIME WARNER
~ CABLE

June 11, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

Cal BJumhorst
General Manager

WSOT-25 has been an active part of the Grant County community for six and
a halfyears. The station broadcasts programs important to the life of the
community.

We have enjoyed our association with WSOT and appreciate the opportunity
they provide for enhancement of the quality of life for residents of Grant
County. As a local broadcaster, they provide carriage of public forums,
dialogue between public officials, community fund raisers and other
programming unique to our community.

It is our hope that WSOT remain a broadcaster serving the needs of Grant
County citizens. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

I
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June 10, 1997

To Whom This May Concern:

It has come to my attention that WSOT TV-25 has been usurped of its
broadcast bandwidth for the advancen1ent of Digital TV for a station in
Indianapolis when there were other open broadcast channels in existence.

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our
community for six and a half years. During that time, WSOT has been a great
benefit to Clean City Marion. WSOT has gone the extra mile to help me in my
efforts to establish a better environment in the city of Marion. By donating air
time for my Public Service Announcements, they have provided a vital service to
me and the citizenry of Marion.

It would be a great loss to the citizens of Marion if WSOT looses its
opportunity to broadcast. I urge the FCC to do everything possible to see that
WSOT TV-25 remain an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County
area.

Thank you for consideration in this matter.

:J)-~P ~
Darren Reese, Director
Clean City Marion

MARION MUNICIPAl. BUILDING
301 SOUTH BRANS()N STREET

MARION, INI)/ANA 46452
',17 hh2'19\ I
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Manon-Grant County Chamber of Commerce 'CCR~;gg
215 South Adams Street / Marion, IN 46952·3895/765-664-5107/ FAX 765-668-5443 ~

June 11, 1997

Federal Communication Commission
Washington, DC 20554

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our Marion and Grant
County community for six and a half years. The importance of this vital communications
institution to this community cannot be understated. WSOT TV-25 has contributed
significantly to our community's self-image through outstanding public service in providing
a forum for sharing information and promoting those local activities that benefit all our
citizens.

Specifically, the local programs, televised by WSOT TV-25, have contributed to a better
informed citizenry. During the election seasons, the local voting public has been able to
become acquainted with the issues and candidates through the "Meet the Candidates" and
"School Board" forums. The regular live call-in program with our mayor and other key city
and county officials has benefited both the public and our elected representatives. The
Marion-Grant County Chamber of Commerce, in serving its members and the community,
has received full cooperation and support from WSOT TV-25 in such public service
programs. Our organization's Trade Fair and other special events have been promoted to
the local viewing public by this station. Such activities, as the local "Care and Share
Auction" for our needy in Grant County, televised local parades, local high school sporting
events, and wholesome family oriented programming, are extremely important to maintain
and build our community's pride and self-image. As an active member of the Chamber, the
management and staff of WSOT TV-25 are filling an important and vital function for the
Marion-Grant County community providing local broadcasting that is essential to our
community.

The loss of this valuable communication institution would have a negative impact on
present and future citizens of our community. Therefore, we urgently request that the
Federal Communication Commission do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25 remain
an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thanking you for your sincere consideration in this matter, we remain,

RespectfUlly,

THE MARION-GRANT COUNTY
CHA R OF COMMERCE, INC.

arYF.TYle~
President

GFT/mh
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June 11, 1997

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to inform you that WSOT-25 has been an active
and vital part of the Marion-Grant County community for the
last six years.

The local broadcasting provides community information
and promotion through their daily programing. Our senior
center is made up of over 1200 active seniors who depend on
this station for information on community events and other
special events. Many other seniors who are homebound watch
this station daily, especially those in healthcare centers.

Promotion of Grant County events through this station
has provided essential growth to our community.

We would like to encourage the Federal Communication
Commission to do everything possible to keep WSOT-25 an
active part of the life of Grant County

Sincerely,

&{lL~ ~0(~
Elaine Smith

Executive Director

503 S. Gallatin • PO Box 443 • Marion, IN 46952 • 765/662-6772



GRANT COUNTy C~RE AND SHARE

520 N. Bradner Avenue Marion, IN 46952

June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active
part of our community for six and a half years. TV-25
provides local broadcasting that is vital to our community
life.

Our special organization, Grant County Care and Share, has
benefited greatly from local programming that TV-25 has
provided by broadcasting our Annual Care and Share Auction.
This auction is very important to our program because it
helps us raise the money to feed over 500 needy families
during the Christmas holidays. Throughout the year we have
various fundraisers to raise the $27,000 plus to feed these
families and TV-25 has donated the air time and their
facilities to this project. To be more specific, we
wouldn't be successful in raising the needed funds without
TV-25's support. TV-25 has always attempted to service the
Marion and Grant County area by being a community
broadcaster. It is an essential component in representing
and promoting our community.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that
WSOT TV-25 remain an active broadcaster in the Marion and
Grant County area.

Thank you for consideration in this matter.

Si;;;;;;~
.

Willie Campbell, Vice-President
Grant County Care and Share



June 11, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for consideration in this matter.

GRANT COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM
214 East Fourth Street 0 Marion, Indiana 469530 (317) 662-1045

A Non-Profit Ministry Completely Funded By You

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25
remain an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

They have donated many hours to our program; therefore improving our
community. TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant
County area by being a community broadcaster. It is an essential component
in representing and promoting our community,

Our special organization, the Chaplaincy Program, has benefited greatly from
local programming TV-25 provides through broadcasting many fundraising
events. These events include our annual fundraising banquet and
community sing. Our program has been included several times on the City
Talk Program. The station has shot some footage for a promotional video for
us.

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our
community for six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is
vital to our community life.

Sincerely,

~ra!:7
Chaplain



GRANT COUNTY
REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE

P. o. Box 1161
Marion, Indiana 46952

June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of
our community for six and a half years. TV-25 provides local
broadcasting which is vital to our community life. They do this
well because they know what is important to our community because
they are part of our community.

I am the Grant County Republican Chairman and have been active
politically for many years. WSOT TV-25 has played a very important
role in helping the community to be informed about candidates and
issues so they may vote intelligently on election day. TV-25 hosts
several candidate forums each election cycle enabling viewers to
meet and listen to candidates.

TV-25 also provides a program twice each month for the Mayor of
Marion, our county seat, to talk about issues important to our
citizens, to interview important guests to our community and to
receive unscreened calls from citizens. This has been a very
important marketing tool for our community.

To say that TV-25 has serviced the Marion and Grant County area by
being a community broadcaster and by helping to promote our
community, would be a gross understatement. They have done that
and so much more.

Our party requests that the FCC do everything possible to ensure
that WSOT TV-25 remains an active broadcaster in the Marion and
Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Jt'uc tJc..;.,
Tim Harris
Chairman



Grant County Sheriff's Deportment

214 E. 4th St.
Marion, IN 46953

June 11, 1997

John A. Lawson
Sheriff

Administrative Offices 662-9836
Jail Administration 668·6583
Emergency 911 or 668-8168
FAX 668·6538

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to inform you that WSOT TV-25 has been an active part of our
community for six and a half years. TV-25 provides local broadcasting that is
vital to our community life.

Our special organization, the Grant County Sheriff's Department, has
benefited greatly from local programming TV-25 provides through public
service presentations. These programs have helped our community by
educating the citizens on crime prevention and our criminal justice process.

TV-25 has always attempted to service the Marion and Grant County area by
being a community broadcaster. It is an essential component in representing
and promoting our community,

We request that the FCC do everything possible to see that WSOT TV-25
remain an active broadcaster in the Marion and Grant County area.

Thank you for consideration in this matter.



Grant County Family YMCA
418 West Third Street • Marion, Indiana 46952

Phone (765) 664-0544 • Fax (765) 664-0548

Mike Roorbach
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • Lee Dunn

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR • Janet Snyder
PROGRAM DIRECTOR • Kathy Gerstorff

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

June 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to my attention that recent actions of the
Federal Communications Commission regarding the change to
digital television would require one of our local television
stations to make a costly change of frequency, possibly
resulting in the loss of this station to our community.

WSOT TV-25 has served the Marion area for over six years,
providing programs of interest that are vital to our
community.

The Grant County Family YMCA is just one organization that
has benefitted directly from the service of WSOT.
Throughout the year, on an ongoing basis, WSOT runs public
service announcements informing the community of our
organization's programs and services. This is valuable to
us as a community service organization, and to the people of
Marion and Grant County.

We request that the FCC do everything possible to keep WSOT
on Channel 25, and keep this vital community service intact
for our citizens.

Mike Roorbach
Executive Director

YMCA
We build strong kids, strong families,

strong communities.

YMCA Mission:
To put Christian principles into practice

through programs that build healthy
spirit, mind, and body for all.
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June 11,1997

To whom it may concern:

As former Co-Chairman of one of the largest annual community festivals in Marion, Indiana, The
International Walkway of Lights, I am writing to express my hope that WSOT TV-25 be allowed
to continue broadcasting in this area.

Last year, WSOT TV-25 was very instrumental in the success of the Walkway, a Christmas
festival of lights which draws over 120,000 visitors annually from Marion and many surrounding
communities. Along with the Mayor of Marion and all of the other Walkway volunteers, I co
hosted a call-in program last winter on WSOT TV-25 dedicated to raising funds, recruiting
volunteers and reaching new visitors. Because of the overwhelming response to the program,
the Walkway was able to fund the construction of many thousands of dollars in new displays and
expand the Walkway route to almost 4-1/2 miles. Over 40,000 cars traveled the Walkway route
this past year.

The only way to insure the long-term success of community events like the Walkway is to make
sure that visitors have a reason to come back year after year through continued expansion and
improvements to the festival. The support of advocates like WSOT TV-25 is essential in the
effort to accomplish these goals.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

4.:~ ~Z~
Sheila Todd
Former Co-Chairman, International Walkway of Lights and
Product Development Administrator, Markee Products
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PARKS AND RECREATION

MARION MUNICIPAL BUILDING
301 SOUTH BRANSON STREET

MARION, INDIANA 46952
317 / 662-9'-131

Sincerely,

In my position with the Parks and Recreation Department I oversee
all programs which we offer in our many parks. WSOT TV-25 is a
valuable resource in keeping the residents informed about our
activities.

June 11, 1997

Belinda Feldmeyer
Recreation and Program Coordinator

I certainly hope the FCC will take the necessary steps to retain
WSOT TV-25 in Grant County as it is an established asset for
promoting our family oriented programs.

To Whom it May Concern:

I was distressed to learn Grant County may lose WSOT TV-25 in the
near future. In the six years I have lived in Marion I have
realized the importance of this station in linking the residents of
Grant County with the inunense activities that are offered to
everyone.



'Waterfront Festivals, Inc.
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* International Walkway ofLights * Cruis'n in the Park * Riverfest * Winterfest

June 11, 1997

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of WSOT TV-25, I would like to express my concern regarding
the possibility of terminating its broadcasting abilities.

TV-25 has provided Marion and surrounding areas with quality
programming for 6 1/2 years, during which time it has proved a vital, as
well as necessary, part of our community.

Our organization, the Walkway of Lights Gift Shop, has benefited
immensely by the opportunity to promote its opening, hours, special
events, etc., particularly because it is a seasonal shop and is funded
completely through donations made by the public.

I would, therefore, like to request that the FCC do everything in its power
to ensure that WSOT TV-25 continues to actively broadcast in the Marion
and Grant County area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

&-~
Lisa Todd,
Gift Shop Manager

CITY OF
MARION, INDIANA

301 South Branson Street, Marion, IN 46952


