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REPLY COMMENTS OF GTE

GTE Service Corporation, on behalf of its affiliated domestic telephone operating

and wireless companies ("GTE"), submits the following comments in reply to those

comments addressing the recommendations of the of the North American Numbering

Council ("NANC") regarding Local Number Portability Administrator ("LNPA") selection

and the continuing role of the number portability Limited Liability Corporations ("LLCs").

GTE has been actively involved as a member in five of the existing LLCs1 since

their inception and has experienced, first hand, the commendable effort made to further

the goal of implementing number portability. GTE shares the concern of the USTA,

however, that the voting rules that are in effect in the LLCs may jeopardize their ability

to perform in an independent and competitively neutral manner in all matters. For this

reason, GTE believes that if LLCs are to be vested with first-tier oversight of the LNPAs,

any party aggrieved by any decision of an LLC should have immediate recourse to the

Commission, or any other entity having jurisdiction, to challenge that decision.

GTE is a member of the following LLCs: Mid-Atlantic Carrier Acquisition Company,
L.L.C., Southeast Number Portability Administration Company, L.L.C., Southwest
Region Number Portability Company, L.L.C., West Coast Portability Services, LLC
and Western Region Telephone Number Portability, LLC.
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As an active member of five LLCs, GTE has become intimately familiar with their

operation, particularly the dynamics of LLC member voting. Specifically, the majority of

members in each of the LLCs in which GTE participates are CLEC (as opposed to

ILEC) entities. Thus, to the extent that a discrete issue may have disparate implications

depending on whether an entity is an ILEC or a CLEC, the potential for the majority of

CLEC members to vote in unison in the manner most favorable to CLECs may be

significant.

Inextricably linked to the potential impact of these voting dynamics is the fact that

at least one of the LLC operating agreements requires that any dispute resulting from a

decision of the LLC membership be resolved through arbitration before the LLC

decision can be taken to the Commission for review. This means that any formal

Commission challenge to an LLC decision, no matter how significant that decision might

be, must await potentially time-consuming and costly arbitration proceedings. In

addition, most LLC operating agreements do not require a written opinion by the

arbitrator. Thus, under such provisions, all of the time and resources expended in

arbitration proceedings would not even result in a written record that could be reviewed

by the Commission, thereby possibly expediting the review process.

GTE is particularly concerned with LLC decisions that implicate or require an

interpretation of Commission rules or regulatory policy that are not the result of a

consensus. In these types of matters, opposing parties who each believe they are

correct will not likely be content to abide by the unwritten decision of an arbitrator. And

if the decision rendered involves a rule or obligation that should be applied uniformly to
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all parties in all regions, the value of an undocumented arbitrator's ruling rendered

behind "closed doors" will be of questionable value.

For all of these reasons, GTE wholeheartedly agrees with the USTA that rules

must be established "to ensure procedural and substantive fairness." (USTA

Comments at 3.) Such rules should ensure that any party aggrieved by the decision or

action of an LLC or LNPA be allowed, in the first instance, to appeal that decision or

challenge the action before the Commission or in any other forum having jurisdiction. 2

In addition to the foregoing, the Commission should ensure that the LNPAlend

user relationship3, particularly with respect to rates charged for service, is properly

monitored to ensure consistency and uniformity across all end users in all regions. As it

stands, the agreements that will govern the LNPAlend user relationship have been

negotiated privately between the LLCs and the LNPAs. Thus, once these agreements

have been finalized, it would be appropriate to require that they be filed with the

Commission and subject to limited public comment. In this way, the industry may be

able to avoid possible legal challenges by individual companies to one or more

provisions of specific end user agreements. This exercise also would provide a

2

3

GTE is not opposed to arbitrating LLC member disputes that involve internal
operating issues.

As used here, the term "end user" means the carrier that contracts for the number
portability services of the LNPA.
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mechanism for comparing these agreements to ensure that all end users are treated

fairly, no matter in what region they may operate. 4

Finally, if the suggestion of Bell Atlantic to tariff the services offered by LNPAs

proves unfeasible, the Commission should require, at a minimum, that the LNPAs

periodically file the price lists for all of their services. By establishing a central public

source for such information, this requirement would similarly assure that all end users,

over time, are treated equally within all regions.

Respectfully submitted,

GTE Service Corporation, on behalf of its
affiliated domestic telephone operating and
wireless companies

David J. Gudino, HQE03J20
GTE Service Corporation
P.O. Box 152092
Irving, TX 75015-2092
(972) 718-5128

ByGai~'---------­
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 463-5214

June 17, 1997 Their Attorneys

4 As another means of ensuring consistent treatment of end users across all regions,
the Commission should also consider a requirement that individual decisions of
LLCs interpreting any applicable law or Commission Rule be filed with the
Commission or submitted to the NANC for placement in a public file.



Certificate of Service

I, Judy R. Quinlan, hereby certify that copies of the foregoing "Reply Comments of
GTE" have been mailed by first class United States mail, postage prepaid, on June 17,
1997 to all parties on the attached list.



Richard A. Askoff

National Exchange Carrier Association

100 South Jefferson Road

Whippany, NJ 07981

William B. Barfield

BellSouth Corporation

1155 West Peachtree Street

Suite 1800

Atlanta, GA 303093610

Eric J. Branfman

Swidler & Berlin

3000 K Street, NW

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20007

Daniel L. Brenner

National Cable Television Association

1724 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Gregory Casey

International Telecharge, Inc.

6707 Democracy Boulevard

Bethesda, MD 20817

Campbell L. Ayling

NYNEX Corporation

1111 Westchester Avenue

White Plains, NY 10604

James S. Blaszak

Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby

1300 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

Burt A. Braverman

Cole, Raywid & Braverman

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20006

Mary E. Burgess

New York State Dept. of Public Service

Three Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 122231350

Brian Conboy

Willkie Farr & Gallagher

1155 21 st Street, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036



David Cosson

National Telephone Cooperative

2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Vicent L. Crivella

General Services Administration

18th & F Streets, NW

Room 4002

Washington, DC 20405

Robert S. Foosaner

Nextel Communications, Inc.

800 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 1001

Washington, DC 20006

Alan J. Gardner

California Cable Television Association

4341 Piedmont Avenue

Oakland, CA 94611

Michael E. Glover

Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies

1320 North Courthouse Road

Eighth Floor

Arlington, VA 22201

Alan S. Court

NYNEX

1300 I Street, NW

Suite 400 West

Washington" DC 20005

Drombetta

Scherers Communications Group, Inc.

575 Scherers Court

Worthington, OH 43085

Loretta J. Garcia

MCI Telecommunications Corporation

1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Robert W. Gee

Public Utility Commission of Texas

7800 Shoal Creek Boulevard

Suite 400N

Austin, TX 78757

Mark Golden

Personal Telecommunciations Industry
Association

500 Montgomery Street

Suite 700

Alexandria, VA 22314



John M Goodman

Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies

1320 North Courthouse Road

Eighth Floor

Arlington, VA 22201

Robert M. Gurss

Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane

1666 K Street, NW

Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20037

Maureen O. Helmer

New York State

Three Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12223

James R. Hobson

Donelan, Cleary, Wood & Maser
1100 New York Avenue, NW

Suite 750

Washington, DC 20005

Margot Smiley Humphrey

Koteen & Naftalin

1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20036

Timothy R. Graham

WinStar Communications, Inc.

1146 19th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Werner H. Hartenberger

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson

1255 23rd Street, NW

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20037

Ann E. Henkener

Public Utility Commission of Ohio

180 East Broad Street

Columbus, OH 432660572

Christopher A. Holt

Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky & Popeo

701 Pennsylvania Avenue, Nw

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20004

David A. Irwin

Irwin, Campbell & Crowe

1320 18th Street, NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20036



David C. Jatlow

Young & Jatlow

2300 N Street, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20037

Jay C. Keithley

Sprint Corporation

1850 M Street, NW

Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20036

Joel H. Levy

Cohn & Marks

1333 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036

Anthony Marquez

Office of Consumer Counsel

1580 Logan Street

Suite 700

Denver, CO 80203

Mary McDermott

United States Telephone Association

1401 H Street, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20005

Rodney L. Joyce

Ginsburg, Feldman & Bress, Chartered

1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Stephen G. Kraskin

Kraskin & Associates

2120 L Street, NW

Suite 810

Washington, DC 20037

Andrew D. Lipman

Swidler & Berlin Chartered

3000 K Street, NW

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20007

Teresa Marrero

Teleport Communications Group, Inc.

One Teleport Drive

Suite 300

Staten Island, NY 10310

Richard J. Metzger

Association for Local Telecommunications

1200 19th Street, NW

Suite 560

Washington, DC 20036



Cynthia B. Miller

Florida Public Service Commission

101 East Gaines Street

Tallahasse, FL 323990862

Carl W. Northrop

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Tenth Floor

Washington, DC 20004

Edward W. O'Neill
California Public Utilities Commission
5050 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Frank Michael Panek

Ameritech Operating Companies
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Room 4H84
Hoffman Estates, IL 601961025

David R. Poe

LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 200095728

Genevieve Morelli

Competitive Telecommunications
Association

1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW

SUite 220

Washington, DC 20036

Mark J. O'Connor

Piper & Marbury
1200 19th Street, NW

Seventh Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Jeffrey H. Olson
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
1615 L Street, NW
Suite 220

Washington, DC 20036

Barry Pineles
Office of Advocacy
1441 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20416

Paul Rodgers
National Association of Regulatory
1201 Constitution Avenue, Suite 1102

P.O. Box 684
Washington, DC 20044



Mark C. Rosenblum

AT&T Corporation

295 North Maple Avenue

Room 3244J1

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Robert C. Schoonmaker
GVNW Inc./Management
2770 La Montana Way

Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Kathy L. Shobert
General Communciation, Inc.
901 15th Street, NW
Suite 900

Washington, DC 20005

M. Robert Sutherland
BellSouth
1155 Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 1700

Atlanta, GA 303093610

Virginia J. Taylor

California Department of Consumer Affairs
400 R Street
3090

Sacramento, CA 958146200

Richard M. Sbaratta

BellSouth Corporation

1155 Peachtree Street

Suite 1700

Atlanta, GA 303093610

John 1. Scott, III

Crowell & Moring
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washingotn, DC 20004

Richard D. Stensrud
Missouri Public Service

P.O. Box 360
Jefferson, MO 65102

Thomas E. Taylor
Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company
201 East Fourth Street

Sixth Floor

Cincinnati, OH 45202

Maureen F. Thompson

New England Telephone & Telegraph
Company

1095 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 20004



Eric B. Witte

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Lisa M. Zaina

OPASTCO

21 Dupont Circle, NW

Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

Nancy C. Woolf

Pacific Bell & Nevada Bell

140 New montgomery Street

Room 1523

San Francisco, CA 94105


