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Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager of WGGB, I am writing to express
my strong approval of the voluntary rating system
developed by the television industry. This system
builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success
that the movie rating system has had and continues
to have.

At our station, reaction to the ratings has been
mostly positive.

The legislative history and the law makes clear
that the Commission should act only if the industry
failed to do so. The industry has acted; it.developed
and implemented a voluntary ratings system that
parents in my community find useful and easy to use.
It easily satisfies the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionably
meets the standard of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance
of what the industry has done and approve the TV
Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

c: Mike Bock

WGGB·TV, 1300 Liberty Street, P.O. Box 40, Springfield, MA 01102-0040 * (413) 733·4040 * Fax: (413) 781-1363

A Division of tl Guy Gannett Communications * An ABC Affiliate e



March 1997 -

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
C/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
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APR 2 119971
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I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Royal Vie..·w' ElemeYlravy
S e-haol "PTA to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and ~H.JYld Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information'about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met stltutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act ofl996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

b



March 1997

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20S54

Attn: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Sir: Re: TV ratings

It has corne to our attention that Senate hearings spark demand
for content-based ratings. The rating system set up by the
TV industry is proving ineffective since the bulk of shows are
lumped into the nondescript "TV-PG" category Even defenders
of the seven-week old system admit that a full two-thirds of
prime-time shows are encoded "PG," many of which deserve a
tougher rating.

Therefore, we urgently request that you take action to rid the
TV screen of the violence, sex, anti-Christian innuendoes,
profanity and homosexual programs.

oSincerely,

NAME r.ODRESS
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d TX. 78374

ACS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
~
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~d<:uo;a '!commi:siooers
al commuOlca~;~mission

. Street N.\V., Room 222
.ington, DC 20554

Th'letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndrewsElelllentBry;,PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
sCreen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
inter,pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

Went information aboutihe program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
irements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and

that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently pla~~.~J:lJhe screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thfiflflnclude parents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par

Andrews Elemen",
our children an

luated by independent research to determine
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April 15, 1997

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

©

REAT FACES. GREAT PLACES.

RE: "E-rate" for Schools

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to convey my support for the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan which you will soon
vote on. I represent the public schools and libraries of South Dakota, mostly small and rural. It is
absolutely essential that our students and citizens have affordable access to global telecommunications.
Indeed, the economic future of our state DEPENDS on it!

At the urging of our Governor, William J. Janklow, South Dakota is wiring its schools for advanced
telecommunications. The state legislature has appropriated tax dollars to purchase supplies; teams of
prison inmates have been trained to provide the labor for both the cabling and electrical upgrading!
The ability to apply discounts to ongoing connection charges will be a key factor in fully utilizing the
telecommunications capacity they will soon have!

Your commission has an opportunity to make a tremendous impact on student learning, right down to
the classroom level. I believe the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Join Board
discount plan have the potential to open up almost unlimited opportunities for learners.
Telecommunications certainly increases the likelihood that students will achieve higher academic
standards, AND at the same time, will provide resources which are essential for long-term economic
growth and development. "Affordable" telecommunications rates for schools and libraries~ the
KEY to access--students, educators, parents and community members will all benefit from increased
information and resources. Small rural states such as South Dakota will realize huge benefits from
equalized and discounted rates for schools and libraries.

I urge you, Commissioner Hundt, to create truly affordable rates for telecommunications services for
schools and libraries this year, and to ensure that internal classroom connections are included within the
discounted services.

oKaron L. Schaack
Secretary

N,;,) of Copies rec'd
;V~COE ~---

Office of the Secretary, 700 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501-2291
Office - (605) 773-3134 Fax Number - (605) 773-6139



FREDRICK A. WENTWORTH
County Superintendent

SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

April 10, 1997
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APR 2 11997The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As the San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools, I would like to
express my appreciation to you for your dedication to ensure that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The current implementation proposal, recommended by a Federal-State
Joint Board established by the Federal Communications Commission would
provide essential discounts to telecommunication services for classrooms
throughout our State of California and allow for school districts within our
county the flexibility to determine what services they need, which are most
economical, and make the most sense for their educational mission. The
San Joaquin County consists of several rural school districts which are
struggling to provide telecommunications services to their students at the
funding currently provided. The proposed school portion of the fund would
certainly assist all school districts in bringing these services directly to the
classroom where students may learn and experience the world of
technology.

I strongly urge your support of this proposed $2.25 billion lie-rate"
telecommunications discount plan for universal services for schools. This
plan is essential in preparing our students for the workforce of tomorrow. If
you are in need of further information regarding our area directly, please do
not hesitate to give me a call.

Sincerely,

(}~cA.~·
Fredrick A. Wentworth, Ed.D.,
County Superintendent of Schools

No. of Copies re-e'd 0
UstA8CDE
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Gaylord A. Nelson Education Center • 2901 Arch-Airport Road
Post Office Box 213030 • Stockton, California 95213-9030

T~ephone (209) 468-4800



Regional Education Service Agency, II
2001 McCoy Road, Huntington, WV 25701

Telephone: (304) 529-6205 Fax: (304) 529-6209

Ted L. Triplett, Executive Director

rJ1JIiT f\\.! CO~ O~\G\Nf\L

April 16, 1997 RECEIVED

APR 2 f 19971

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Federal
~-:O("n 'ssion

Although West Virginia has less financial resources than most other states, the State Board
ofEducation, the West Virginia Legislature, county boards of education, regional educational service
agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep our schools abreast of the rest of the
nation in educational technology. In order for us to continue to improve opportunities for our
children, it is imperative that the Federal Communications Commission approve the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan for universal service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed deep
discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal wiring, the needed
services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also important that local
control oftelecommunication plans be included in the final guidelines since this will provide schools
an opportunity to develop plans which will best meet the unique needs of individual schools.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. Students and teachers of southwestern
West Virginia are looking forward to quickly taking advantage of the quality educational experiences
which will be made possible by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC regulations which
will soon be approved.

TLT/rmb

Ted L Triplett
Executive Director
RESAII 1\~Q\ of Ccpies me'd 0
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Strengthening Links Among Region II Counties Through Leadership and SertJice
- Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo and Wayne-



Ed Rawlinson

Superintendent

April 14, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Hundt:
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5900 Evers Road

San Antonio

Texas 78238

Tel: 210.706.8770

I:..v· ?10 70R R77?

As superintendent of Northside Independent School District, the
seventh largest public school system in Texas, I would like to

I thank you for your vigilance in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

As written, the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools

.will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and, most importantly I the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connec-
tions is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work-
force of tomorrow.

Northside ISO's Strategic Plan for Technology directs that all
2600+ classrooms in this sprawling, rapidly-grOWing, suburban
urban school system be connected to the Internet within the next
few years. With an aggressive plan that calls for a minimum of
five student computers and one multi-media computer teacher work
station per classroom, the successful connection through the
school district's Wide Area Network to the worid's information
resources will depend on affordable telecommunications rates.
This school system is committed to providing enhanced learning
opportunities to our 60,000 students and 7,500 employees through
the use of technology.

We need substantial and meaningful discounts for telecommunica
tions services this year. I urge you to support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

~' A (taClrt{;'Ltrtl/V '
\..,.~t:.'\.. ~

Ed Rawlinson
Superintendent



CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES
215 SOUTH KESWICK AVENUE· GLENSIDE, PA 19038-4420

PHONE: 215 - 885-0457

April 15, 1997 RECEtVED

APR 2 1 1997
The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

11 's510n

School students, senior citizens, unemployed and employed adults and families with young
children depend on the public library for access to information resources, materials for reading
and viewing and the ability to tap into the wider world ofinformation that they cannot afford in
their own homes.

More and more the public h'brary's ability to provide this access is threatened by the high cost of
telecommunications. It is impossible to us to carry out our crucial mission without being
networked with the larger community.

The four member libraries ofCheltenham Township Libraries serve nearly 35,000 people, many of
whom will find it unaff'ordable to "get connected" on their own.

Discounted telecommunications rates for libraries and schools are needed now more than
ever.

We urge you to pass the November 1996 recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board.

Respectfully yours,

oHilma F. Cooper, Director

ot Cop;es rcc'd
List ASCOE '----

copIes: The Honorable Jon D. Fox
The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

EAST CHELTENHAM • ELKINS PARK • GLENSIDE • LA MOTT
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April 16, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioner:

~::'? 211t''J7

FCC w\f~A!L

--_._-------

LesVann
Vice President/Station Manager

As General Manager of WICD-TV, Champaign, Illinois, I am writing to express my
strong approval of the voluntary rating system developed by the television industry.
This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success that the movie rating
system has had and continues to have.

At our station we have received no comment about the ratings.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act only if
the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and implemented a
voluntary ratings system that parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It
easily satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and
unquestionably meets the standards of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has done and
approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

,

V-___
es Vann

Vice President/Station Manager

LV:mm

No. of Copies rec'd 0
List ABeDi::

WICD-TV

250 South Country Fair Drive • Champaign, l1Iinois 61821
PHONE (217) 351-8500 ~k FAX (217) 351-6056

A Division of fi Guy Gannett Communications
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Bryan - College Station

April 16, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager ofKXXV-TV, I am writing to express my strong approval of the
voluntary rating system developed by the television industry. This system builds on the 28
years of familiarity and success that the movie rating system has had and continues to
have.

At our station, we have received very little comment about the ratings.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act only if the
industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and implemented a voluntary
ratings system that parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It easily satisfies
the requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionably meets the
standard of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance ofwhat the industry has done and
approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

J2~~

o

KXXV-TV· P.O. BOX 2522· Waco, TX· 76702-2522. (817) 754-2525· Sales Fax (817) 752-1002· News Fax (817) 757-0331



KOSI-TV A KOTI-TV
California Oregon Broadcasting, Inc.
FD. Box 1489 • 125 S. Fir • Medford, OR 97501 • (541) 779-5555
(800) 821-8108 • Fax (541) 779-5564

April 15, 1~PC ~A/.~L ~C)O;Vl

,/.~ 2 ~ 1997

RECF:~Vt:D
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As Station Manager of KOBI/KOTI-TV, I am writing to express my strong
approval of the voluntary rating system developed by the television
industry. This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success
that the movie ratings have.

In the three short months the system has been existence, our stations
have received very little comment about the ratings. We feel that the
ratings are too new for most parents to have formed an opinion of them.

o
No of Ccr:es rcc'd'-- _
Lief. ABCr· :::

Mark Logan
Station Manager
KOBI/KOTI-TV

The legislative history and the law makes it clear that the Commission
should act only if the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it
developed and implemented a voluntary ratings system that parents in our
community find useful and easy to use. It easily satisfied the
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionably
meets the standard of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry
has done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

~{~-

Established in 1933, COBI owns: KOBI TV 5M, NBC Medford, with studios in Grants Pass and Coos Bay; KOTI TV 2K, NBC Klamath Falls;
KLSR TV Fox Eugene, Springfield. Corvallis; KEVU TV. UPN Eugene; and Crestview Cable TV, Oregon
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April 4, 1997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE; CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Fedtiill! ,.
C('ljT.:ssion

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA, the Utah PTA, the Provo School District, and our
children to voice our opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content infonnation so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming
parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content ofprograms were
conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content infonnation about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to detennine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and as
K that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

1. That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content infonnation about programs
such as V (for Violence), S (for Sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language).

2. That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system.

3. That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program.

4. That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include parents.

5. That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,



Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

To:
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Dear Chainnan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I oppose the V-chip rating system proposed by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group. The rating symbol does not provide sufficient infonnation for parents to make a
knowledgeable decision about the program they are about to watch. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents infonnation
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies CenterlRoper, Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the
program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals
that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunication Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead I request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content infonnation about programs
such as V-violence, S-sexual depiction and nudity, and L-Ianguage;

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more that
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine

if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for letting myself and others make recommendations for a better tommorrow for our
families.

No, of Coples rec'd!--O.=-'__
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South Clearfield Elementary School

~~~~lh~~®

Dear Chairman Hundt,

Dick C. Close
Principal

RECE

APR 2 1 1997
Faden;

As public school teachers, we write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecOlnrnunications services for schools and libraries so that every school child and life-

"
long learner can have access to the world of inform.ation technology. The
Telecommunications Act--through its Universal Service Fund provisi.ons--mandates the
development of special discount rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure
services at affordable prices.

Educators know that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning. sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's
children. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services
in the classroom will also (:reate informed and skilled consumers of new technology \vell
into the 21 st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the FCC a set
of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions related to
schools and libraries. These r~commendationswould give our learning inst.itutions
significant discounts on all services that are commercially available, with deeper
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and more e.ll..-pensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity,
both of which are essential to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the
greatest number of students.

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 I\:1 St. NVV, ROOln 814
Washington, D.C., 20054

April 2, 1997

990 East 700 South
Clearfield, Utah 84015
(801) 774 - 7417
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990 East 700 South
Clearfield, Utah 84015
(801) 774 - 7417

South Clearfield Elementary School
rprm~~~~lf®

Dick C. Close
Principal

We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they
will provide affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and
libraries flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each community's diverse
needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC, will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

Thank You,

Undersigned Faculty and Staff Members

Davis County School District, Utah



Samuel Morgan School

April 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C., 20054

Dear Chairman Hundt,

RECEIVED

APR 2 1 1997,

As public school teachers, we write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so that every school child and life
long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Aet--through its Universal Service Fund provisions--mandates the
development of special discount rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure
services at affordable prices.

Educators know that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's
children. Mfordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services
in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the FCC a set
of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions related to
schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our learning institutions
significant discounts on all services that are commercially available, with deeper
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity,
both of which are essential to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the
greatest number of students.
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We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they
will provide affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and
libraries flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each community's diverse
needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC, will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

Thank You,

Undersigned Faculty and Staff Members
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April 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C., 20054

Dear Chairman Hundt,

As public school teachers, we write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so that every school child and life
long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Act--through its Universal Service Fund provisions--mandates the
development of special discount rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure
services at affordable prices.

Educators know that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's
children. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services
in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the FCC a set
of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions related to
schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our learning institutions
significant discounts on all services that are commercially available, with deeper
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity,
both of which are essential to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the
greatest number of students.



We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they
will provide affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and
libraries flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each community's diverse
needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC, will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

Thank You,

Undersigned Faculty and Staff Members
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