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I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Calvert County Council of PTAs to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on t
he TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Majors
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV schedules is useless.
The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has
met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe
this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, I request the following:
• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating

system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V-for violence, S-for sexual depiction
and nudity, and L-for language.

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of the program

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it
include parents

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parent.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Conunissiom:rs
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

D~ar ChaIrman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA ..ll1d the Stitt: 1/-;1/ (local, council, dis
met. or stat~ [)TA) to vOice Illy (our) Oppositloll to thl' v-chip rJtlllg system as pres~nted by Jack
Valt'lltl, Chair of the TV Ratlllg Implellll'lltatioll (; roup. UII J.lIlu.lry 17, IlN7. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sUfficI~nt (Ontellt 1l1fortllJtioll so that p.lrents CJn make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for th~lr (hl1dr~n. MeIjor surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent pret'erelH.:e for J fating system that gives parents informJtion about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U .s. Sell l$ lWd World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper: lJ"ar~nts do not want the TV Industry to interpn:t ",.,'hat is best for their chil
dn:n. Parents want to l1lakt''those choices themsdves bJsed on content information about the program.
Any rating system without'content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine wheth~r the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications A,t of 1\)1)(,. I (we) du nut bdieve this system does so and
ask that the FCC not'approve th~ industry rating Systt:IIL Instead, we requ~st the following: .

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approw the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include l:Ontellt mformation about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) Jnd L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band 'broad enough that would allow par~nts to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC Jnd that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parent!.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, State



011 J.lII1IUY 17. 1997,:1 IdO:"I\IUII r.ulII~ ~fl'lII (ur (aI1lo:. nelwork. ;1I1l1 pllhh, hru.uk.I\1 I'm
ttrall1\ W;I\ \lIbllUtlCll to thl' fl·tkr.11 CUIl1I11t1ll1cuilll1\ COll1mi\\ion (FCC) by the Tele"I~lOn

Ra"n~ hnplcl1I~'lltallunGrnup. cha'Il'tl b,' J.l,·k V:,k·lIl1. p.....\idcnt nflhe Motion Pictltre
Auociation ofAl1Ieric;lI1 (MPAA).Tht" ,.mnt: ~y't~'m 1\ atce-ba'Cd••md doe' nnt provldt" 10

fiJrI1l;uinll IU pOln'm.. ,.hum 'pl'nlil' prn~r,1I11 ,nllll'lIt.

The National PTA opposes II systen, that does NOT pto¥ide parents and fllnlilies
information about the conlent of the program as p.rt of the ratinl on the TV
screen.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
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Eisenhower PTA

.. .'r:/). National PTA"r -.
" r " - • 1897-1997
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. "un'"ry ojcomm;flnt,,,

National PTA Opposes
Industry Proposed Agtl-SBSed

Rating System

February 26, 1997

Dear PTA Member:

, am writing 10 you and your PTA colleaguesa~ lhe country about.an Imporlent~
ralings. You may have heard some 01 the debale. read an arlicle In )'OUt local newspaper, or 8II8fI sean
Ihe rating symbols ,n Ihe upf)er lell·hand corner 01 your lelevision 1CnIan. Melly members h8Ye ubd.
"Whal does il all mean?"

i.

The lelevislon InduSlry has proposed an age-base<llel4rMion rating 1y8tefn. The Nallonel PTA
opposes Ihe proposed syslem because II does NbT provide parenls and familiel with information
aboul ~e conlent of the program as parI 01 lhe r....g on Ihe TV screen. 'Ne-wanllhe FCC 10 pullhe
decision-making power aboul lelevlsion vlewong~ inlo the hands of perents. And 10 do this. _
need your help.

f
V.V

. V·V?

V·O
V·PO

tV.14
TV.M

An Children

Directed to Older Children

GenenlAudlenc..

Parental Guidance SUlElEested

Parents StronK!y Cautioned

Mature Audience. Only

National PTA Supports'
Descriptive Content-Sased

Rating Systems

(Exempte For 'nform.llon Only)

Y Violent Content

5 Sexual Content Ie Nudity

L Adult Lanpale
Any V, S, ur L rAting _mid ;,lso indi
"lite kovel nf intensity su,~h liS "occa
sional," "frequent,'" or "widespread."

,'i.
'.,;

..",. _tiona, PTA doe_ no' _upporl or endorse one con"""..""Hd .,.,.", OWH' another.

Almost 3f1 national organiz;uions art' ;11~o opposed to age-based ratings including the follow
ing:American Aradt"II1Y of Pediatrin: American P~ycholOlticalAssociation: Children's Defense
FlU*,: Coalition tor America" ChiMn:n: N.uional Association of Elenlel1lOJrY S,,-hool
IJrilic:ipals; N;ttiml.ll Assnl'wion of Srhool I'sydlCllo~ists:alld National EdUC;ltioll ASSIKlatioll;")...

--tM W'

We are asking each PTA. and If possible. each and _ry PTA 1Mmber. to Mod a IeItef to R4Md
Hundt. chairman ollhe FCC. oppoSIng Ihe proposed raling system. The PTA is 6.5 miNion members
slrong and we know II we raise one loud and cleat JOICe 01 concern. it wiD be ;...,d. i4 sample IeUe,
is provided 10 help you build your own message arId plea lor changing lhe rating syslem.

Wilh your help we can make Ihe TV ralings syslem a more UMfuI tool for )'OUt lamify ancllamlllH
throughoul the Uniled Slales. Our organlzallOl1 boasls a proud h1slory-when PTAs are armed wllh
lacls and delermlnallon they make things hapPenl

Please share Ihis inlormalion with ALL members 01 your PTA. Use the factt and Informalion In this
mailing 10 prepare your leiter or e·mail message loday. To be heard. your Ietler musl reach Ihe
FCC no laler Ihan Aprol8. 1997.

Please accepl Ihis challenge and call 10 aelton. Wll~ your help, _ wit make a r:tmerence.

Sincerely.

r~~
Joan M Dykslra
Naltonal PT., Prestdenl

• don not provide parents with specific in
formation ahem the l:ontenl of individual
pf'O(V:tll1S

( allows the TV industry to judge what
material is acceptable: for all child.....n of a
particular age range
intermingles \tiolence:. sex. and lan~age

issun in a single judgment and lioe\ u~t

indicate why a show was r,oIled a p.trti,ular
way

• indulin syn'bol\ about the content of
individual pmtCrams (V, S. ;Ind L)

• allows parents. rather than the TV
industry, to judge what program con
tent is accepuble for their children

• clearly separates ratings for each area
allowing parents to make choices based
on specific content information

(Ptmti_ eMtit elumrtth lilrt HOD .,.., SIuJwtirM
Uft 4 tlncriprillt eel",nll fYS'tff!.) ~



Gary R. Nielsen
President & General Manager

, ft ~, f'1( r:t <

A •

1 '''''''1ttn 2 \,';

4225 West Henrietta Road
Post Office Box 20555
Rochester, NY 14602-<l555

Main: (716) 334-8700
Direct: 321-2201
Fax: 321-1121

GD April 16, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:
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As General Manager ofWOKR-TV, I am writing to express my strong approval of the
voluntary rating system developed by the television industry. This system builds on the
28 years of familiarity and success that the movie rating system has had and continues
to have.

In the three short months the system has ~en in existence, my station has experienced
virtually no feedback from parents. As the news leader in Rochester, we air a media
literacy segment on our #1 five p.m. news every week that specifically deals with much
of what we are trying to do with the voluntary ratings system. Unfortunately, we
receive minimal feedback or suggestions on that segment.

The legislative history and the law make clear that the Commission should act only if
the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and implemented a
voluntary ratings system that parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It
easily satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and
unquestionably meets the standard of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has done and
approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

smg

A-. d II GuY GANNm COMMUNICATIONS

'.1
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April 16, 1997

LesV.nn
Vice President/Station Manager

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioner:
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As General Manager of WICD-TV, Champaign, Illinois, I am writing to express my
strong approval of the voluntary rating system developed by the television industry.
This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success that the movie rating
system has had and continues to have.

At our station we have received no comment about the ratings.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act only if
the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and implemented a
voluntary ratings system that parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It
easily satisfies the requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996 and
unquestionably meets the standards of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has done and
approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Si er •

~~
es Vann

Vice President/Station Manager

LV:mm

WICD-TV
250 South Country Fair Drive • Champaign, illinois 61821 ---------
PHONE (217) 351-8500 -"'- FAX (217) 351-6056

A Division of II GUy Gannett Communications



509 South Neil Street

Post Office Box 20

Champaign, Illinois

61824-0020

April 04, 1997
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(217) 356-8333

ACBS Affiliate ~

Robb Gray, Jr.

Vice President
and Gerreral Manager

Midwest Television, Inc.

WCIA
Champaign, IL

WCFN
Springfield, IL

WMBD-AM-TV, WMXP-FM
Peoria,IL

KFMB-AM-FM-TV
San Diego, CA

.Federal Communications Commission
1919M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager of WC1A, I am writing to express our station's
strong approvat of the voluntary rating system currently in place which
was developed by the television industry. This system builds on the
twenty eight years of familiarity and success that the movie rating
system has had and continues to have.

WCIA serves the largest viewing audience in downstate Illinois,
reaching 316,000· unduplicated homes and an estimated different
800,000 individuals each week. We receive hundreds of calls and
numerous letters each week from these valued viewers, most with
questions or comments regarding our programming. For the entire
history of WCIA the station has and continues to carefully monitor our
viewer input.

As of this writing, I am aware of only one single call to the station, and
only one viewer who has come to the station to ask about this system.
Both of these contacts we.re, to the best of my knowledge, merely
inquiring about the system. Not a single negative feedback has come
to my attention.

We have assertively promoted the new system using both CBS and our
own promotional spots to increase viewer awareness. Further, we have
printed a· hand out that details the system and we make it available to
our viewers upon request at no expense to them.

~o. of Copies rec'd
List AF:sC;[JE '-----



Robb Gray, Jr.

page 2

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission
should act only if the industry has failed to do so. The industry has
acted; it developed and implemented a voluntary ratings system that
parents in our communities find easy and useful to use based upon our
experience. It easily satisfies the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionably meets the
standard of "acceptability" in the Act.

We urge the Commission to recognize the importance of that which the
industry has done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

~G;~
Robb Gray, ~'.~
Vice President
General Manager

1< Nielsen Station Index, November 1996


