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Being paralyzed and in a wheelchair can leach you
mmry lhings - wilh years of practice, I I"'rned how
10 draw holding pastel pencils between my le<th.
While drawing I~ roses, I had 10 gel close 10 my
",sci. I could almost smeiliheir SlVIJfI scent! I hope
Ihis special card encourages you 10 1tJOk 10 the Lord SO

Iiull you, 100, can rise obove your limiblliDns!

- Joni Eareckson Tada
P.O. Box 3333 • Agoura, CA 91301

OCopyrighll993 • Joni I'.an!cbon Tada
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April 7, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet N. W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97.55, FCC 97-34

RECEIVED

APR- 2 8~ 19971
Federal Communk:atiollS C0r.1mis81on

Offica of Secretary

!!IIIII~

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the EUendale Elementary PTA, Shelby County
Council, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 19~17. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so th'it parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and
World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based
on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this sytem does
so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating systt~m. Instead, we request the
following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approvl:! the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V (for violence, S (for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

~o. of Copies rac'd 0
l,stABCOE



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

RECEIVED

APR 28 '997,
Federal Co .

c::;!»unl(~tio/ls Commission
Ice of Secretary

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Collingswood, Nj PTA to voice my
opposition to the V-ehip rating system as presented by jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on january 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate 1V programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that
gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the
National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media. Studies Center/Roper. Parents
do not want the 1V industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want
to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system ~ithout content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC. by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has
met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe
this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, I request the following:

* That uhder no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language):

* That the FCC require a- V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to cgmment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,

Pf:>-~tU 0.~
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April 1997

Chairman Reed Bundt and the FCC Commissionen
c/o Feeleral Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Bundt and Commissionen:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

RECEIVED

APR 2819971
Federal Communications COr:1miss;on

Office of Secretary

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and Transit Middle School PTSA to voice our opposition
to t:te v-thip ratiilgSYJt~mas prer;ented by Jac~ V&I:nti, Chair cfthe TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the
National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

II That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about the programs such as V
( for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity) and L ( for language);

II That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more then
one rating system;

II That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the coune of a program;

II That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

II That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No, of Copies'rec'd~O__
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April 18, 1997

STEVE THOMAS

Vice President

General Manager

.~.

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager of WXTX-TV, FOX 54, I am writing to express my strong approval of the
voluntary rating system developed by the television industry. This system builds on the 28 years
of familiarity and success that the movie rating system has had : and continues to have.

In the three short months the system has been in existence, my station has experienced a very
positive response by the local community and a basic understanding to this proven method of
rating. This is evidenced by the fact that we have almost no calls seeking understanding or people
complaining.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act only if the industry
failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and implemented a voluntary ratings system
that parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It easily satisfies the requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionable meets the standard of "acceptability" in
the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has done and approve the
TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

Steve Thomas
Vice President, General Manager

No. of Copies rec'd,-O _
ListABCDE

P.O. Box 12188, Columbus, Georgia 31917 • 6524 Buena Vista Road, Columbus, Georgia 31907
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WISa
THE SPIRIT OF CAROLINA

April 15, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

REcelVED

AFR 2. 8'997
FCC MAll ROOM

As Director of Programming,WIS Te.levision, Columbia. South Carolina, I am
writing to express my approval of the voluntaly ratings system developed by the
television industry. This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success
that the movie rating system has had and continues to have.

In the short period of time the system has been in existence, my station has
received little comment about the ratings. However, what WIS has heard from
the community has been mostly positive. The comments are mostly questions
directed towards understanding the icons and also thanks for participating in
efforts to inform parents about programming their children may be watching.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act
only if the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and
implemented a voluntary ratings system that parents in my community find useful
and easy to use. It easily satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 and unquestionably meets the standards of "acceptability" in the Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has
done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

00 r
I of Programming

and Broadcast Operations

•
WIS TELEVISION ° 1111 BULL STREET ° COLUMBIA ° SC 29201

B03-799-1 01 0 ° FAX: 803-758-1155

No. of Copies rec'do_O__
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Comments

http://www.fcc.govlBureaus/CableIWWW/vchip/vcemail.html...
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- First File of E-Matfols'::/}8Col.'1....,. .~/~"
Please note: The e-mail comments to this proceeding are divided into two files for ease of management.
Click here to access the second file of e-mail comments

The Commission is pleased to offer the following e-mail comments submitted in response to the Public
Notice ina 11_1111. regarding the industry proposal for rating video programming.

From: Jacqueline Krause
To: A4.A4(vchip)
Date: 2/20/97 7:10pm
Subject: (no subject)

Dear fcc,
I am writing in response to the v-chip. I believe that the chip is

a great way to monitor the television viewing of children. I still whole
heartedly believe that the parent should be active in the child's life,
including the childs television viewing. However asking parents to play
and active role in a child life seems to much, the v-chip offers the best
solution to the lack or participation on the parents part. The television
rating we have now are too lenient and are not well defined. The
standards should be tougher. Children are having enough difficultly
developing normal lifeS, TV does not need to add in to this social
disaster. Just flat out sexual, violent, indecent material should not be
seen by shildren.

Thank you for listening to my comments. I greatly appriciate it. I am
excited to see the new televisions out on the market containing the chip.

Jacqueline Krause

From: FCC INFO
To: FCCMAIL.SMTP("m.mcphail@mail.utexas.edu")
Date: 2/18/97 7:31am
Subject: ATTN: CHAIR AND ALL MEMBERS -Reply

Your comment has been forwarded to vchip@fcc.gov.
Please access additional information at http://www.fcc.gov and click on v-chip
under "Hot Topics."

»> Michael McPhail 02/12/97 09:03pm »>.
I was shocked to learn that a recent episode of "Murphy Brown" featuring a plot
about gay people and gay characters received a TV 14 rating while an episode of
that same show about adultery escaped with only a TV PG rating.
This reeks of homophobic discrimination. Please change rules about the TV rating
system to mandate equal treatment for heterosexulaity and homosexulaity. Thank you.

I
I of II

From: Frank Baker

No. of Copies rec'd
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TV Ratings Proceeding E-Mail Comments

To: A4.A4(vchip)
Date: 2/13/97 7:55am
Subject: Comment

http://www.fcc.gov/BureauslCablelWWW/vchip/vcemail.html

Dear Sirs:
The new TV ratings are a joke. Recently, on a Friday night, I sat down to watch
programming on the ABC TV Network. My sons, aged 12 and 10, were tuned in to the
sitcom "Clueless." I noticed the rating was TV-G, so, I figured, no problem.
Within the first 10 minutes of this program, the word "naked" was used as well
"privates" referring to the anatomy. Now I'm no prude, but I fail to see how this
program could be rated TV-G. Who is making these decisions? What are their qualificat
for judging? Are these "network" shows made available to local stations ahead of tim
so that local stations can also review and change the rating? I agree that any rating
better than none, but you must corne up with a better system.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Frank W. Baker
Sr.Manager,Distance Learning/lTV
Office of Instructional TV
Orange County Public Schools
445 W. Amelia St. 5th Floor
Orlando, FL 32801

Phone: (407 ) 31 7- 32 0 0 ext. 2503
Fax: (407) 317-3325
Email: bakerf@ocps.k12.fl.us
lTV Web Page: www.ocps.k12.fl.us/-itv

From:
To: A4.A4(vchip)
Date: 2/7/97 2:20am
Subject: Commenting from file

X-Personal_name: Judy Schwartz
From: jschwartz@mecn.mass.edu
Subject: Vchip and ratings

Hi there!!

Just wondering -- why not let _us_ program that 'IiI Vchip ourselves. We could extabl
our own rating system, based on our own criteria, or, we could just program in someon
else's ratings. Give _us_ the control over the thing, not some outside agency. We've
country, we don't agree on _anything_! SO, do a real service, and let us decide ...

Thanks--

Judy

From: Andrew C. Hawkins
To: A4 . A4 (vchip)
Date: 2/17/97 11:37pm
Subject: comments on the rating system

Dear Sir or Madam,

I just wanted to submit some ideas on the ratings system currently in place. I ackno
that any step the FCC takes to help inform parents of television content is a step in
right direction. However, it seems that there are a few bugs in the system (many of
I am sure are already being resolved) .

The first thought I have is about the ratings criteria. A uniform method of assignin
ratings would ease many parents minds and give much more confidence in the system. I
television executives had a questionnaire-type form which determined the rating a sho
to receive, the public could count on the ratings meaning the same thing across netwo

2 of 11 04/22197 08:06:43



TV Ratings Proceeding E-Mail Comments

time slots.

r.TW.!t;.~

http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/CablelWWW/vchip/vcemai l.html

3 of 11

Also, more frequent display of the ratings, possibly after each commercial break, wou
increase the effectiveness of the system. Many people tune in after the show has alr
begun. Another way of dealing with this would be to include the ratings in the telev
guides which are published by newspapers and TV Guide.

Content-based ratings would also be much more helpful to parents. I understand the d
logistics of this suggestion, but a coded rating system like that being suggested for
would be infinitely better than the vague age-based ratings of movies and the current
Parents have a right to decide what age their children will be exposed to different c
Using abbreviations like S for sexual content, V for violence, etc., as well as a mor
scale (i.e. 1-5) would help parents make these decisions.

Thank you for taking the time to read my suggestions.

Aimee M. Barton
Barton@flyernet.udayton.edu

From: davidw
To: A4.A4(vchip)
Date: 2/17/97 9:00pm
Subject: commercials

V-chip will do little to filter shocking frontal assault TV commercials that are aire
inappropriate times. Mabye we need a commercial filtering device, or limit airing of
to same timeframes as shows being advertised. Best yet, just leave TV for the most pa
spiral descent and read a book or work on your computer.

From:
To: A4.A4(vchip)
Date: 2/12/97 4:00pm
Subject: CS docket no. 97-55

To: FCC

From: Mitchell B. Turner
5611 Forest Haven Cir #208
Tampa, Fl 33615

Re: TV Programming Rating System

The proposed TV programming rating system is a step in the right direction but it fal
in a very important respect. In the Telecommunications Act, Congress called upon the
programming industry to establish a voluntary system to provide parents with informat
concerning "programming that contains sexual, violent, or other indecent material abo
parents should be informed" that is shown on television. Unfortunately the proposed
does not specify what the nature of the content might be.

It is my opinion that parents need to differentiate between sexual and violent progra
With the Motion Picture Industry rating system there is usually an additional comment
the rating symbol which indicates why a movie may have received a PG or PG-13 rating,
nudity, sexually explicit sceens, violence, etc. This would be a valuable addition t
Programming rating system. Please don't leave parents guessing as to what they could
from a particular show with a TV-GP or TV-14 rating. It should not be hard for the r
add an L, S, V or other indicating letter to the rating system.

We need to give parents as much information as possible, not the least required by la'

Thank you for providing this method for sending comments on important issues before t

Mitch Turner

04/22197 08:06:43


