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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 .j/: J/. / r / / <D-r-....a.
J trth IJ J"-kr '!Y-(J1t <..JOItx; T 17/

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and ther (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil­
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, State



After conducting a national survey of our members, the National PTA held a press confer­
ence on November 21, 1996, to release our findings. We garnered exceptional press coverage
in newspapers throughout the country, on numerous radio stations, and on NBC, CBS, ABC,
FOX, and CNN. We also presented the survey results to JackValenti and the Television
Ratings Implementation Group for use as they devised their rating system. After the rating
group released its ratin·gs, we voiced our opposition to the proposed system to the FCC, Mr.
Valenti, and joined almost 30 other national organizations calling for content descriptors for
television programs. And finally, we called on the FCC to accept public comment and hold
hearings on this issue.

On February 7, 1997, the Federal Communications Commission initiated an eight-week com­
mentperiod on the proposed industry rating system. Between-February 7, 1997, and April 8,
1997, the FCC will accept comments from individuals and organizations. The Telecommuni­
cations Act of 1996 requires the FCC to "consult with appropriate public interest groups and
interested individuals from the private sector" about the industry's voluntary plan, and then to
determine if"such rules are acceptable to the Commission."

To file comments, you must mail an original letter or send an e-mail message by April 8,
1997 to the FCC.Your letter will be distributed to all members of the FCC and included in
the public record. All letters and e-mail messages MUST include the docket number: CS
Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34.

Before April 8th, 1997, I urge you and your local PTA members to contact Reed Hundt,
Chairman of the FCC to voice your opposition to the industry rating system and request a
rating system that includes program content descriptors.You can use the enclosed sample let­
ter as a guide, but a personalized letter-typed or handwritten-that includes your feelings
about this issue will have the most impact. Please submit your comments-letter or e-mail
message to:

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the -secretary
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554
e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

So that we can gauge the level of participation of PTA members to this CALL TO ACTION,
please mail, fax, or e-mail a copy of your letter to me:

Joan Dykstra, President
National PTA
330 N. Wabash, Suite 2100
Chicago,IL 60611-3690
fax: (312) 670-6783
e-mail: information@pta.org

~.:!
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March 27 at 8 a.m. Those wishing to help organize the awards may attend a work party at 7 p.m.
April 24. Contact Wendy Brazeau for details.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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~ KANSAS BROADCASTING SYSTEM

KWCH.TV12·H~"'~~ KBSH.TV7 • Hays • KBSL·TV10 • Goodland. KBSD-TV6 • ensign, Dodge City

. ~;J ~~' ~_
.: ~Yv _ -~?' _ OO~\':

..........r"lliJiJ'~1' ,,~~ . .
\~.;(.. April 7, 1997

<ccFJ

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

I am the Vice President & General Manager offour VHF/CBS affiliated television stations
in Kansas:

KWCH-TV, Wichita, Kansas
KBSD-TV, Dodge City, Kansas
KBSH-TV, Hays, Kansas
KBSL-TV, Goodland, Kansas

I am aware that you are evaluating the television industry's voluntary rating system - the
TV Parental Guidelines. I would like to register my strong support for the current guidelines.

The industry has developed and implemented a voluntary ratings system that satisfies the
requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996, and certainly meets the standard of
"acceptability" in the Act.

The TV Parental Guidelines are so new that our four televisions stations have received
practically no public response....either pro or con. The minimal response we did receive was
positive.

2815 East 37th Street, North. P.O. Box 12.Wichita, KS 67201. Fax: (316) 838-0801 • (316)838-1212

No. 01 Copies rec'd
l~tARr.n~ -------



Page 2
April 7, 1997

Federal Communications Commission

I would urge the Commission to approve the TV Parental Guidelines. These Guidelines
are a significant step in helping parents determine their family's television viewing. They will be
even more important for parents when the "V" chip technology arrives.

Thank you for your consideration.

Collins
ice President & General Manager

Kansas Broadcasting System
KWCH-TV, KBSD-TV, KBSH-TV, KBSL-TV

RC:LL
cc: Chuck Sherman, National Association ofBroadcasters

Jack West, Spartan Communications, Inc.
Nick Evans, Spartan Communications, Inc.
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RECEIVED

'APR 1,5'11997

,

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Fedem! Cer::n. !ssion
Off,ce of Secn;t;try

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the &jf: Irll (local, council, dis­
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti; Chair of the TV Rating implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sutlicient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil­
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act ofl996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC. approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require aV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
cJoFecterat Comm~nications Commission
1919 MStreet NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Oak Grove Elementary School PTA to voice
my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that perents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their childnm. Major surveys releasect this fait which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News
and World Report, and Media Studies CenterIRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based
on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not beHeve this$ystem
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the
following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for
language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program.

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it indude
parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an i$Sue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

daJ!J:-~



Friday, March 21, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, OC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt Blld Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Jayno Adams PTA to voice our opposition to the
v-cbip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair ofthe TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17,1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so
that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that
gives parents information about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA, U. S.
News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
infonnation about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the SC1'een and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements oftbe Telecommunications Act ofl996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language)~

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

STely, _ OJI.d ~Ld~
~vidGolfis (J t1
Waterford, Mi.
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