‘arch 25, 1997

irman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
76 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW., Room 222
Waghington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 87-55, FCC 97-34

{ am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Preston Elementary School PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
impiementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate ovarwhelming
parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content ¢f programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Meclia Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents
want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating

system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has mat statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

1) That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such
as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

2) That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

3) That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the sicreen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

4) That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parants; and

5) That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research tc determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

thﬁ\icfa@fm
Bdu)(\ N holen
Preston , MD. 1055



Thomas O'Brien Academy of
Science and Technology

Lincoln Park ‘

Albany, NY 12202

April 4, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CD Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and our local PTA to voice
our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information ‘about the content of programs.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program.

We are requesting the following: that the FCC require -a V-chip band
broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system, that the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC and that it include parents and that any rating system approved by

the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs of parents.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
our children and families.

Sincerely,

T ?Wm

John Portelh
PTA President
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PTSA

MT. LEBANON HIGH SCHOOL

155 Cochran Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15228

April 2, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.-W., Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Mt. Lebanon High School PTSA to
voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U'S.
News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without

content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1966. We do dot believe this

system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following;

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for
language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;



* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,

vééf//%/m_

Betsy Henderson

President, Mt. Lebanon High School PTSA
Mt. Lebanon, PA
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Dixie and Jerry Partridge
1817 Marshall Ct.
Richland, WA 99352

April 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt

and FCC Commissioners

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Wwashington DC 20554

RE: €S Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Commissioners and Chairman Hundt:

We write to object to the rating system for television
presented by Jack valenti. That system daes not provide
enough information, nor accurate enough information, to help
parents make decisions about TV programming.

Parents need more information, and then to be left to
decide. The TV industry should not simply try to interpret
what age levels are appropriate, but provide enough
information that a sound decision can be made by parents.

Both the screen and periodicals that carry TV scheduling
should carry information about program content: V (violent
content); S (sexual depiction or nudity); and L (bad
language). Also we request that the rating icon be left

longer on the TV screen and appear more freguently in the
programs.

Please allow any rating system approved by the FCC to
undergo evaluation by independent groups and research as to
whether it adequately meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Singegrely,

ie ‘Partridge
Jerry A. Partridge
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“Proclaiming Christ
To Every Man”

NORTHVALE ADDITION
P.O. Box 1364
310 Adams
Harrison, AR 72601
(501) 741-3630

DAVID TALBERT
Pastor
Home Phone 741-56115

RALPH BAKER
Minister of Music
Home Phone 741-4325
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Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commiissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

[ am (we<are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the _E_Q_)m__l_)[‘_:,_ﬂ Elemen ‘l'ary
Seheol PTA to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is ag.proprlate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate~Sverwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what 1s best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
\-——-*
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than

one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program,

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

» That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

O lein Clarke
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners ora c"”’”lan, 7
¢/o Federal Communications Commission O’fice o fsetion

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA to voice my opposition to the v-Chip rating
system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair o the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this
fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the

program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstance should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such
as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it inclade parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
‘Sincerely, 2
Lisa M. Rager

Silver Spring, Maryland

No. of Copies ron’ o
List ABCL‘?:’IEGS el
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April 3, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & 4Pg

FCC Commissioners ey Ca 9 [99,
c/o Federal Communications Commission Og’"an@”b

1919 M Street, NW, Room 222 " 0f Soen® Compy,
Washington DC S8iop,

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

1 am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Liberty Elementary PTA in
Weirton, West Virginia to voice my opposition to the V-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that we as parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for our children. Major surveys
released this Fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of the
programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and Worid Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for our chiidren. Parents want to make choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating
system without content descriptions on the screen and published in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by Law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. 1 do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's
rating system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not
include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for
sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to recelve more than one rating system.

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more

prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the
course of the program.

No. of Copie Y
o Mzcgg Srecd.

————



That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and
that it include parents.

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Respectfuily submitted,

\Jhetd 07@4/

Donaild & Karen S. Mentzer
153 Clay Street
Weirton WV 26062



April 3, 1997 /?EC &1

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners Ap ED
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.-W., Room 222 ,,,,
Washington, DC 20554 Ve 005 Copy,
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 ary etion

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the McClure PTA (representing 394 members) to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group,
on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that given parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following;

*That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence),
S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system,

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program,

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents: and

*That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

The Executive Board (representmg 394 members)
McClure PTA |
McKeesport, PA

P. S. Names of our Executive Board are attached. No. of Copies rec'd O
ec!
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ERANCIS MCCLURE MIDDLE SCHOOL
BTA EXECUTIVE BOARD

Mr. Vay Nancy Maldonado Mary Jane Keller
First Vice President President Teachers’ Representative
Cindy Popovich Natalie Wynn Karen Nelson
Second Vice President Secretary Treasurer
Kate Miller Jeannie Skinner Sue Orner
Art Fair Book Fair Cultural Arts
Terri Scott Jan Kugler Jean Pupich
Council Rep./Student-Month Field Trips/Membership  Hospitality
Renee Shaw Nita Sundberg Donna Kustra
Legislation/Hospitality Membership Penny Drive
Jay Virag Sue Keefe Anna Haughwout
School Board Representative Fund Raiser Staff Appreciation
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RE
Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission CE/ VE
Office of the Secretary APR 9 1997
1919 M Street N.W.. Room 222

Dear Mr. Reed and the FCC Commission.

| am writing to let you know that | strongly disapprove of the new Industry
Proposed Age-Based Rating System. | do not want the T.V. Industry deciding what is
acceptable for my children to watch. This rating system is way too vague and fails to
provide parents with specific information about the content of programs. | strongly
urge you to vote against this unwise system. We need a system that is clear,
providing enough information to explain how much violence, sexual content, nudity
and adult language a program contains. The National PTA has some good

suggestions on such systems. | urge you to consider requiring a more direct system to
be implemented.

No. of Copies rec’d

List ABCDE
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March 31, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Arkansas State PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overvhelming parent preference for a rating system that
gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National
PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want
the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating

system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunication Act of 1996. I do not believe this

system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead,
I request the following:

- That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content

information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

The the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely
N
‘25 ;g&z < ﬁk{ é?z»//d.’/}/\

Rose Halliday
Everton, Arkansas
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Your letter must -be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Cominissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.'W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commussioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Horace Mann _ (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbo] on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parenits do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecominunications Act 0of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating.system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (tor sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and |
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be wndependent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to conunent on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, Stat




March 26, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Valencia Elementary School PTA to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act 0f 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sin

Damell Slanghter

ly,

Covina, California




March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol ori the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so we, as
parents, can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for our children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system
that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National
PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for
language);

+ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it includes
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Best Regards,

era/u,'//e f/%w\/ar/ SC’//oo/

P7A /Member



March 1897

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-565, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and tilinois District 28, Local unit Pleasantdale PTA
to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating System that givés parents nformation
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World
Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what
is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themseltves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen
and publicized in periodicals that carry TV Scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1896. We do not believe this system does so
and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. instead, we request the following:

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such a V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

e That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
that one rating system;

« That the rating the icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

o That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Beed
O



April 2, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Maybeury Elementary School PTA to
voice our opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions

about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the
TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.

The FCC by law is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this
system does so and we ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead,
we request the following;

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depictions and nudity) and L (for
language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one ratmg system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,

Gl i —



April 2, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

On behalf of the National PTA and the Hershel V. Jenkins High School PTSA,
I voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. Sufficient

information is not provided as to assist parents in making programming
decisions for their children.,

I am of the opinion that the aforementioned system does not meet statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Therefore, the following
requests are being made:

A. That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does
not include content information about programs such as V(for violence)
S(for sexual depiction and nudity) and L(for language);

B. That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents
to receive more than ome rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently

placed on the screen and appear more frequently during the course
of a program;

D. That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and
that it include parents; and

E. That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion on an issue that so vitally
affects the children and families.

Sincerely,

(o) fiecen G Gl

Rebecca C. Chaplin
Savannah, Georgia



March 24, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M Street NW Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Bayview PTA of West Islip, NY to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
Screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this
fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives
parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA,
U.S. News and World Report and Media Studies Center / Roper. Parents do not want the
TV industry to interpret what is best for their Children. We want to make these choices
ourselves based on the content information about the program. Any rating system without

content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following.

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S ( For sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

—a—_that the ECC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

e That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

e That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

e That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportimity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,



March, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Strect N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC97-34

As a member of the Nationa! PTA and the Manor Hill PTA in Lombard, I, I am
writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on Jan. 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
my TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that I, as a parent, can
decide what is appropriate for my family to watch.

1 strongly agree with the results of major surveys released in the fall which showed that
parents don't want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. I want to
make those choices myself, based on content information about the . program.
Furthermore, the ratings should be published in advance of a program's airing in periodicals
that carry TV schedules.

By law, the FCC is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do NOT believe this
system does so. I ask the FCC NOT to approve the industry rating system. Instead, I
request the following:

* Under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s current rating
system. The FCC should accept a rating system only if it includes information about the
content and frequency of violence (V), sexual depiction and nudity (S) and adult language
@L). *

* The FCC should require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents
to receive more than one rating system.

* The rating icon on the TV screen should be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen and appear more frequently during the course of a program.

* The rating board should be independent of the industry and the FCC, and it
should include parents.

* Any rating system approved by the FCC should be evaluated by an independent
research source to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Though I can and often do turn off the TV in my home, it remains by far the most
pervasive influence on America's children with the potential for enormous impact on
society. Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue of utmost importance to

all of our children and families.
o A
Lom| g



March 19, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE:CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Step by Step Early Childhood PTA to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on the screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that the parents can make decisionsabout what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the
National PTA, U.S News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the
TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves

based on the content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept norating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
{for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

e  That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receivemore than one
rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be more prominently placed on the screen and appear during
the entire program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Kathatloul
Db
S Ko

Conoly Hebmar
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