
Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

M,lrch 11)l.)7

C:halrlnall Rt:ed HUlldt ;lIld fC :C; COllllllissi~tfl A1,£ r'!,

(/0 Ft:dnal COl1ll11UIlicatiollS C:Ollllllissioll r.;oP'yORIGI.
I I) I I) M Strt:t:t N. W.. Roolll 222 'NAt
W,lshillgtoll. I)C 2(JS54

I)ear Chairlllall HUlldt alld C:0111 111 issiol ll'!'S:

R.E: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

'8:eJ ~(')~b;'1~1 f.T: 4-.
1 ;lill ( .....t' lire) \Hi[ill~ Oil bt:Il,di" of tilt: N,ltioll,tl i'T/\ ;lIld the a._VO/le (1001, coullcil, dis-

trict, or statt: PTA) to voict: IllY (our) oppositioll to the v-chip Lltlllg systl'lll ;IS prl'sl'llted by Jack

Vllelltl, Chair of the TV Ratlllg IlIlplcllll'lltatiol] Croup. 01] JlIluary 17, 11)ln. The rating symbol 011

the TV scret:n does not provide sutlicit:llt cOlltl'llt illforllJ;ltioll so that part:llts CIII 1ll;lke decisiolls

,lbout what is appropriatt: TV programmillg for tht:ir childrell. M;ljor surveys re!l';lscd this fall which

lkmonstrate ovcrwhehning p;lrl'llt prdl:rellce t()r ;1 ratillg systelll that gives l';lrl'nts illf()rmation about

the content of programs \VCIT cOllductl'd by thl' N,ltioll,ll PTA, l " S, ,"'('If'S l/l/lf r, ;,rld l~('l,orf, and Media

Studies Center/Ropn, P;lITIltS do Ilot W,lIlt thl' TV industry to intnprl't what is hl'st t()r their chil­

dren. l'an:nts want to IlLlke those choicl's thl'lnsl']\,es based on colltl'llt illt()J"llutioll about the program.

Any ratillg system without cOlltellt descriptiolls 01] the Scrl'l'll alld publicized ill pniodicals that carry

TV scheduling is usekss.

The FCC, by Lnv. is required to dl'terlllille \\'I1l'thn the illdustry's rating systl'ln h,l' lIlet statutory

rl'ljuirel11l'llts of the Tt:lccomlllllllicatiollS I\ct o( ]l)<)() , I (\H') do Ilot IKlievl' this ,y,tl'lll does so alld

,l,k that the FCC not approve the illdustl'\' r.ltillg systelll, 111,tl';lll, \H' request the 1l,llowing:

• Th;lt undn no urculmtallCl'S ,hould the FCC: ,lppro\"l' the illdustrv's l".ltlllg 'yStl'lll, fourther. till' foCC

,hould accept 110 ratIllg systl'l11 that dOL'S not illcludl' COlltl'llt illl()rl11atioll ahout programs such as V

(t()r violellce), S (for sl'xu;1I lit-pinioll ,llld Iludity) ,lIld L (I(l!' I.lllguage);

• That tilt: FCC rl'ljuirl' a V-chIp IUlld lmud l'llllugh t1ut \\'mJld ,1IIm\' p;lrl'llt, to receive IIJorc th;1I1

onc rating system;

• TILlt the r'lting icolI on till' TV 'lTCl'n hl' Ill,ILk Ltrgcr, Illon' prominelltly placcd Oil the screen, alld

,lppear IIJOrl' tiTqul'ntly durillg the course of ,I program;

• That the Llting bo,m,l hl' illlkpl'llLkllt of' the Illdustn' ,llld the ({:C ,I IIII th.lt it Illclulk parents; and

• That ,IllY Llting S)'Stl'IIJ ;Ipprm'l'll by the n:c: he l'y,Jlu,ltl'd hy illdepelldl'llt rcsl';lrch to dctermille if
it meets the needs of parl'lltS,

SlI1Ccrcly,

Your Name

To\\'n. State

~f i I



After conducting a IIJtiOlul survcv of our Illclllbers. thc National PTA held .1 press contt.'r­

ence on Novcmber 21. 1()\)('. to rckJse our fi II dill gs. Wc garncrcd exceptional press coverage

in ncwspapers throughout the coulltry. 011 IlUnlt'rollS radio sLltiollS. alJd on NBC. CBS. ABC,

FOX, ;lIld CNN. We ;1Iso prcscl1tcd thl' survcv rl'sults to Jxk v'Jlenti ;111d thc Television

R.atings Implemcntatlon Croup ttl!' usc as thcy dCVlscd thcII' r;ltillg Systl'lll. After thc rating

group rcleascd lts ratings, \\'L' voin'd our 0PPOSltlOIl to the proposed systcm to the FCC, Mr.

Valcnti, and joined almost .3(1 other lIational organizatiollS call1llg 1\.)1' contcnt descriptors fiJr

television programs. AIJd finally, wc called on thc rcc to accept public comment and hold

hearings 011 this issue,

On February 7, 11)()7, the fl'dcral COlllllluniCltiol1S COllllmssioll Illitiated all eight-wcck com­

ment penod on the pmposcd IIJdustry rating SystClll. Lktwecll FebnlJry 7, 1CJ97, and April H,

]1)97, the FCC will accept comlllcnts fl'olll individu;ds and organizations, The Tclecon1111l1ni­

cations Act of I ()!)() rCLjuires the fCC to "consult with appropri;ltc public interest groups and

interested individuals 11'0111 thc privatc scctor" ahout thc industn"s voluntary plan, and thcn to

determine if"such ruks an: acccptable to thc COllllllission,"

To file comments, you mllst mail an original ktter or send an e-mail mess3ge by April H,

1997 to the FCC. Your letter will be distributcd to all Illembcrs of the fCC and includcd in

the public record. All letters and e-mail messages MUST include the docket number: CS
Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34.

Before April Hth, I C)1)7, I urge you :llJd your loc1l PTA members to contact Reed Hundt,

Chairman of the FCC to voice your opposition to the industry ratillg systelll and rcquest a

rating system that includes prograllJ colltent descriptors. You can use the enclosed sample let­

ter as a guide, but a personalized kttn-tY~)L'd or h;lJ1dwrittcn-that Illcludes your teelings

about this issue will have the 1110st II 11 p;lCt. Pk;lse SUblllit \'our conlll1el1ts-ktter or e-llJail

message to:

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of th~ Secretary
1919 M Street N.~,Room 222
Washington, DC 20554
e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

So that wc can gauge the Ie\'l'! of p;micipation of PTA Illl'lllbers to this CALL TO ACTION,

please mail. fax, or e-llJail a copy of vour kttl'l' to Ille:

Joan Dykstra, President
National PTA
330 N. Wabash, Suite 2100
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March 25, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications commission
1919 M. street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Robinson Elementary
School in Gastonia, North Carolina, to voice my opposition to the
v-chip rating system as presented by Jack valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
s~~bol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference
for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not
want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's
rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does
so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's
rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nUdity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during
the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC
and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.



r q

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important
to children and families.

Sincerely,
) ,

/;7) j< 4:.- "-

Baxter L. Starr
Gastonia, North Carolina

CLS/
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCCI '

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.~, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97--55, FCC 97-34 .11... ~ n /,1 it~~,.H/r---- {le-tYleM.b;:;!;eku/
~~'. scM. Pm-- U

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the~~ ocaI, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about

~".~~~:~~~~~:~;e~~::lSc~:7:,t:.~;t~~:;;~:.~:t~;~~t~;~tW:v~~::~:~t~:o;~~:;~h~_edia
! dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system 'j.vithout content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is u$eless.

The FCC, by law, i$ required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC nlot approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

Ctl~' ST
i _... A.' . •__ H.J,II rlt?"'i

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, tlile FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexuai depiction and nudity) ana L (tor language);

• That the FCC require aV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

•~at the rating icon on the TV'S¢,',reen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
~e2r more frequently during tl* course of a progr~m;

• That the rating b02rd be indepen~entof the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any ratin~ system approved ~y the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if

it meets t~e needs of parents. "'. IYYI; /1. r: I J ,II __ I ., U. i • P.., fa. . l uld~ 7::::*' --:r WOUld. aJSO M.Q_ to 3le.. IltttiL {w', .v, rntJ.T fAA- (.J..JLCV(.. .~ (t . . '
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families. ~ u- ~

J.!!!.!:fr cm(fJ=F
--;-Frl~ 11trtiL

Sincerely, ~ I

Your Name ~ "OYlG~
TO\vn, State ,3~ t.o ') L-CO~Lr ~S+-

I'Y\" \",0') ,'" n,,,- 'l Ab<:.. 1'J'J



DOING FOR OTHERS.••
The SteW Hebert raftlc continues. UDder the direction ofMs. Schwarz, the group has sold S27,OOO worth oftickcts, but is

still short of its J08I ofS50,OOO. Tic:kds are on salc at the LCBMS main office for S5.00 each.

The PTA aDd LCBMS hbnry are sponsoring the "Reading For Lifc" program to bcDefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
The prosram will last ftom April 28th through May 28th, aDd students will ask iDdividuaIs to pledge money for the number ofboob
the students read during the prescribed time period.

Takeland Copper Beech Middlc School is participating in the Ameriam Red CI'OIS Centennial Cents Campaign, a penny
driw which will continue through June of 1998, when the chapter celebrates its l00th Anniversary. Look for the Poland Springs
water bottles located in convenient areas ofschool to deposit your spare pennies!

RAISING FUNDS...
The Raftle Night was a great success! It was wonderful to sec so many of the LCBMS community supporting the event

The PTA would like to give special thanks to staff members, students, parents, and friends, without whom the raftle could not have
succeeded.

In addition, the PTA wishes to thank the foUowing merchants for their generous donations: Pat', Garden Center, Nardone
Brothers Furniture, Yogi's Restaurant, AIif, Entertainment Company, Grandma's Pie Shop, Gino's Carousel, Bianc:accino's,
Cortlandt Lanes, Triangle Nail Salon, Dunkin' Donuts, Sunshine Pizza, Yorktown Pastry Shop, Lorese Beauty Salon, Country
Produce, Village Green Pizza, Mermade Florists, and Spectacular Balloons By Joann. The PTA would like to encourage everyone to
patronize these businesses and mention LCBMS to show appreciation for their generosity.

TIPS FOR WORRIED PARENTS•.•
"The television industry has proposed an age-based television rating system The National PTA opposes the proposed

system because it docs NOT provide parents and families with information about the content of the program as part of the rating on
the television screen. The National PTA wants the FCC to put the decision-maid", power about television viewing back into the
hands of the parents. To do this, it needs everyone's help in a letter-writing campaign" (Joan M. Dykstra, National PTA President,
2/26/97). A copy ofthe type of letter concerned parents could send is attached. Those who wish to act concerning this issue must do
so by A.prilltll.
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
C/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washmgton, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
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The Soaring Eagle

NATIONAL PTA POSITION

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

Current Month and Year A-pr I \ J \ q Cf '1
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DocKEt FILE COPYOR_
5

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the (local, council, district,
or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by
the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, I (we) do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not
approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under not circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as
V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it

meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, State Zip
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Report Card Dates Second Semester

The Soaring Eagle

Interim Due
Mar. 6th

Apr. 24th

Period Ends
Apr. 4th

May 21 st

Number of Days
29
33

Report Cards Issued
April 11, 1997
Report Cards Mailed

Testing Schedule Second Semester
April 15 - 18, 1997 TCAP Achievement Test, Grades K - 8
April 30, 1997 Developing Cognitives Abilities Test (DCAT) Grades 2, 4, & 6.

1 - 4
7 - 11
14 - 18
21- 25

Health Room
Week of:

April
April
April
April

Teacher

Ms. Cloud
Ms. Richie
Ms. DiMartina
Ms. Beem

Other Important Dates to Remember
ADHD/ADD Support Group Dates Collierville High School Room 100. 7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
April 8 Speaker Dr. Phillip Murphy from Psychological Resources

Topic Sports and Summer Activities for ADD/ADHD Children
May 13 Speaker Dr. David Goldstein from Psychological Resources

TopicADD/ADHD and Transition to the Next Grade

April 3
April 1 - 7
April 11
April 24
April 15 - 18
April 30

April

April 14 - 20
April 21- 27
April 21 - 25

PTA Meeting
Crosswind Book Fair
Report Cards Issued
Interim Due
TCAP Achievement Test Grades 1-8
Developing Cognitive Abilities Test (DeAT) Grades 2, 4, &6

Alcohol Awareness Month
National Child Abuse Prevention Month

National Library Week
Reading Is Fun Week
Kindergarten Pre Registration
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Chairman Reed Hundt and the FCC DockerFIL~ 1'\<,"\.. -"-,PYO
c/o Federal Communications Commission RIGINAL

1919 MStreet N.W., Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

April 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

---_ ..._---------

Iam writing on behalfofthe National PTA and Roosevelt PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating

system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group. The rating symbol

on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions

about what is appropriate for their children. Major surveys 'Were released this fall which demonstrate

overwhelming parent preference for arating system that gives parents information about the contentof

programs. These surveys 'Were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and

Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their

children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about

programs. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals

that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does and Iask that

the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead I request the following:

**That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC

should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V


