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“SAMPLE_LETTER TO THE:FCC'

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

Muarch 1997

Chatrman Reed Hunde and FCC C ()mmlsxlmu:xKETF,IF

/0 Federal Communications Commission "’O YOR/G/
1919 M Street NLW., Room 222 M4L
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chatrman Hundt and Commusstoners;

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

QQNJUAQQ) rrA.

Dan (we—srey wiiting on behadi ot the Nauonal PTA and the E«L Bﬁ ’ Ve (local, council, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valent, Chair of the TV Raung Implementation Group. on January 17,1997 The ratung symbol on

the TV sereen does not provide suthicient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programnung for their children. Major survevs released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preterence tor a rating svstem that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTAL UL S) Naws and orld Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, 1s required to determie whether the industry's rating svstem bas met statutory
requiremients of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 1 (we) do not believe chis svseem does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the tollowing:

+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's raung system. Further, the FCC
should accept no ratng system that does not mclude content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

« That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one ratinyg systemy;

« That the rating 1con on the TV screen be made larger. more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more trequently during the course ot a program:

« That the rating board be independent of the mdustry and the FCC and that it include parents: and

« That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent rescarch to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank vou for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families. o

Sincerely
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NATIONAL.PTA ACTION TO DATE..

After conducting a national survey of our members, the National PTA held a press confer-
ence on November 21, 1996, to release our findings. We garnered exceptional press coverage
in newspapers throughout the country. on numerous radio stattons, and on NBC, CBS. ABC,
FOX, and CNN. We also presented the survey results to Jack Valenti and the Television
Ratings Implementatnion Group for use as they devised their rating system. After the rating
group released its ratimgs, we voiced our opposition to the proposed system to the FCC, Mr.
Valenti, and joined almost 30 other nattonal organizations calling for content descriptors for
television programs. And finally, we called on the FCC to accept public comment and hold

hearings on this issue.

v
RATINGS
_/

FCC COMMENT PERIOD

On February 7, 1997, the Federal Communications Comnussion initiated an eight-weck com-
ment pertod on the proposed industry rating system. Between February 7, 1997, and April 8,
1997, the FCC will accept comments from individuals and organizations. The Telecommuni-
cations Act ot 1996 requires the FCC to “consult with appropriate public interest groups and
interested individuals trom the private sector™ about the industry's voluntary plan, and then to
determine if “such rules are acceptable to the Commission.”

To file comments, you must mail an original letter or send an e-mail message by April 8,
1997 to the FCC.Your letter will be distributed to all members of the FCC and included in
the public record. All letters and c¢-mail messages MUST include the docket number: CS
Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34.

NATIONAL PTA CALLTO ACTION-

Before April 8th, 1997, [ urge you and your local PTA members to contact Reed Hundt,
Chairman of the FCC to voice vour opposition to the industry rating system and request a
rating system that includes program content descriptors. You can use the enclosed sample let-

ter as a gutde, but a personalized letter—typed or handwritten—that includes your feelings
about this 1ssue will have the most impact. Please submit vour comments—Ietter or e-mail
message to:

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission

Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

So that we can gauge the Tevel of participation of PTA members to this CALL TO ACTION,
please mail, fax, or e-mail a copy of vour letter to me:

Joan Dykstra, President

National PTA

330 N. Wabash, Suite 2100

1 (
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March 25, 1997 i%tk

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Robinson Elementary
School in Gastonia, North Carolina, to voice my opposition to the
v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference
for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not
want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's
rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does
so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's
rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language):;

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during
the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC
and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.



Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important
to children and families.

Sincerely,

(,_.,J

((' /f"-?f (( (j)

Baxter L. Starr
Gastonia, North Carolina
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC. .

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997 “’OP}»O

/9/@%
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Decket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 % wg/a :?M,\_ (%;:m f Skgf

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Qéw_am__/\_ ocal, councxl dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content inforrnation so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which

; demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about

; the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and VVorld Report and Media
“"Studies Center/ Roper Parents do not waiit tlie TV ind..stry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (tor language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more ‘than
one rating system,;

A/ *\That the rating icon on the TV s¢reen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during thee course of a program;

* That the rating board be indcpcnhcnt of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
* That any rating system approved ty the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if

t ts th ds of
%X Bt i ke o st e foomily [V Wat A whebe famdy  oudd wateh kgﬂ‘-’f\
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Thank you for this opportunity to comment on ‘an issue so important to children and families. 1t

Sincerely,
Your Name & m(ﬂﬁw
Town, State 3(9\ 73e) \,CO*\OL\' g‘#'
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DOING FOR OTHERS...
The Steve Hebert raffle continues. Under the direction of Ms. Schwarz, the group has sold $27,000 worth of tickets, but is
still short of its goal of $50,000. Tickets are on sale at the LCEMS main office for $5.00 each.

TheP’I'Au;dLCBMS library are sponsoring the “Reading For Life” program to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
The program will last from April 28th through May 28th, and students will ask individuals to pledge money for the number of books
the students read during the prescribed time period.

Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School is participating in the American Red Cross Centennial Cents Campaign, a penny
drive which will continue through June of 1998, when the chapter celebrates its 100th Anniversary. Look for the Poland Springs
water bottles located in convenient areas of school to deposit your spare pennies!

RAISING FUNDS...

The Raffle Night was a great success! It was wonderful to see so many of the LCBMS community supporting the event.
The PTA would like to give special thanks to staff members, students, parents, and friends, without whom the raffle could not have
succeeded. f

In addition, the PTA wishes to thank the following merchants for their generous donations: Pat’s Garden Center, Nardone
Brothers Fumniture, Yogi’s Restaurant, A&P, Entertainment Company, Grandma'’s Pie Shop, Gino's Carousel, Biancaccino’s,
Cortlandt Lanes, Triangle Nail Salon, Dunkin’ Donuts, Sunshine Pizza, Yorktown Pastry Shop, Lorese Beauty Salon, Country
Produce, Village Green Pizza, Mermade Florists, and Spectacular Balloons By Joann. The PTA would like to encourage everyone to
patronize these businesses and mention LCBMS to show appreciation for their generosity.

TIPS FOR WORRIED PARENTS...

“The television industry has proposed an age-based television rating system. The National PTA opposes the proposed
system because it does NOT provide parents and families with information about the content of the program as part of the rating on
the television screen. The National PTA wants the FCC to put the decision-making power about television viewing back into the
hands of the parents. To do this, it needs everyone’s help in a letter-writing campaign™ (Joan M. Dykstra, National PTA President,
2/26/97). A copy of the type of letter concerned parents could send is attached. Those who wish to act concerning this issue must do
s0 by April 8th.
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commuission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

My

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commussioners:
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The Soaring Eagle
NATIONAL PTA POSITION

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

Current Month and Year APF! \/ \ qqr]

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communication Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

1 am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the ’ {(local, council, district,
or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by
the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, I (we) do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not
approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

. That under not circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as
V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

. That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system,;

) That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program,;

. That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

. That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it

meets the needs of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, State Zip



6 The Soaring Eagle

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Report Card Dates Second Semester

Interim Due Period Ends Number of Days Report Cards Issued
Mar. 6% Apr. 4 29 April 11, 1997
Apr. 24t May 21+ 33 Report Cards Mailed

Testing Schedule Second Semester

April 15 - 18, 1997 TCAP Achievement Test, Grades K - 8

April 30, 1997 Developing Cognitives Abilities Test (DCAT) Grades 2, 4, & 6.
Health Room

Week of: Teacher

April 1- 4 Ms. Cloud

April 7 -11 Ms. Richie

April 14-18 Ms. DiMartina

April 21-25 Ms. Beem

Other Important Dates to Remember
ADHD/ADD Support Group Dates Collierville High School Room 100. 7:00 - 8:30 P.M.

April 8 Speaker Dr. Phillip Murphy from Psychological Resources
Topic Sports and Summer Activities for ADD/ADHD Children

May 13 Speaker Dr. David Goldstein from Psychological Resources
Topic ADD/ADHD and Transition to the Next Grade

Aprii 3 PTA Meeting

Aprii 1 -7 Crosswind Book Fair

April 11 Report Cards Issued

April 24 Interim Due

April 15-18 TCAP Achievement Test Grades 1-8

April 30 Developing Cognitive Abilities Test (DCAT) Grades 2, 4, &6

April Alcohol Awareness Month

National Child Abuse Prevention Month

April 14 - 20 National Library Week
April 21-27 Reading Is Fun Week
April 21-25 Kindergarten Pre Registration
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Chairman Reed Hundt and the FCC £ oop

cl/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

April 1997
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Roosevelt PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating
system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group. The rating symbol
on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate for their children. Major surveys were released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of
programs. These surveys were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
programs. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals

that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does and | ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead | request the following:

*That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC

should accept no rating system that does notinclude content information about programs such as V



