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MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER
Issued: June 18, 1997; Released: June 20, 1997

1. Under consideration are the following:

Petition for Leave to Intervene As a Matter of Right, fIled
May 29, 1997, by Richard P. Ramirez;

Opposition of Shurberg Broadcasting of Hartford ("SBH") to
Petition for Leave to Intervene As a Matter of Right of
Richard P. Ramirez ("Ramirez"), fIled June 9, 1997; and

Mass Media Bureau's Comments in Support of Petition for
Leave to Intervene As a Matter of Right, fIled June 9, 1997.

1 The Memorandum Opinion and Order & Hearing Designation Order, FCC 97-146, released April 28, 1997
("HDO"), incorrectly specifies the file number of the 1988 renewal application for WHCT-TV as BRCT-881202KF.
The correct file number is BRCT-881201LG. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that the caption in this proceeding
IS CORRECTED.



Federal Communications Commission

2. At issue in this proceeding is whether Astroline Communications Company
Limited Partnership ("Astroline") misrepresented facts to the Commission and the Federal
Courts in connection with statements it made concerning its status as a minority-controlled
entity. Ramirez was a general partner of Astroline during the period in question.

3. A hearing on the designated issues will necessarily concern the actions of
Ramirez during the time he was a general partner of Astroline and the outcome of the
hearing may have an impact on his reputation. Ramirez also contends that his interest is not
adequately protected by the other parties, particularly since Astroline no longer exists and
has not ftled a notice of appearance in this proceeding.

4. Commission case precedent supports granting Ramirez leave to intervene. In
Palmetto Communications Co., 6 FCC Rcd 5023 (Rev. Bd. 1991), the previous general
partner was permitted to intervene in a comparative hearing, where he had been accused of
making false representations to the Commission concerning Palmetto's ownership structure.
In granting the petition to intervene, the Commission's Review Board recognized that the
evidence adduced in the remand hearing might well reflect adversely on the general partner.

5. Furthermore, as the Bureau notes, Ramirez has fIrst-hand knowledge regarding
the control and operation of Astroline and his participation in this proceeding will assist the
Commission in resolution of the designated case. In such circumstances, the Commission
has routinely granted petitions to intervene. See Faith Center. Inc., 82 FCC Rcd 1, 39, n.
122 (1980).

In light of the foregoing, IT IS ORDERED that Ramirez's Petition for Leave to
Intervene As a Matter of Right, IS GRANTED.
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