
Nfy wife had three operations and
she ~as not had a paycheck this year
from where she works, and she was
injured on the job. This needs to move
along-she needs help financially, we
need help financially. Montoursville

I think we should look more into the
fraud that is occurring with people on
welfare than to try and take money
from workers' compensation. "We paid
into that for a long time and I think it's
our entitlement as far as being injured
on the job. Harrisbuq{

'ATorkers' compensation reform is a
croVct because I have had problems
(and my wife has had problems) trying
to get it after accidents involved with
work. There should be laws so that
people will be able to get it more read-
ily. Hershey

Welfare Reform

( am not a welfare recipient myself,
but I know there are a lot of people
senior citizens-who are medically chal
lenged. We have clinics around the
Harrisburg area which will not be able
to help these people if welfare is cut.

Harrisburg

''fi. '~:'

Vesterday I was in a store and I
seeh a woman buy a $21 box of
Snickers candy bars with food stamps.
About tvvo months ago, I was in back
of another lady who got about $6
worth of food and I seen the cashier
hrive her $HO in change...which I later
found out was illegal. 'lbere are so
many abuses of that system.

Middletown

t'It is a big crock that they even have
we1fare. There isn't one person that
isn't able to get a job. All we are doing
is supporting people who just go out
and think having kids is a joke. I am
tired of busting my butt so my money
can go to someone else who can't do
anything for themselves.

Town withheld

( ,~ive the people job training and let
the'ill slowly and systematically work
themselves off of welfare. If you offer
people who get cash assistance [some]
job training with no questions asked, I'll
work my way off food stamps.

Scranton

Spring found the Pennsylvania Senate and House
engaged in debate aimed at reforming the state's
welfare system. A provision of the bill regarding
health care coverage for welfare recipients was
approved by the Senate and then rejected by the
House. A compromise package finally passed both
chambers and was signed into law by Governor
Ridge in May. peN presented hours of committee
hearings, protest rallies, and press conferences, as
well as live coverage of final debate on the floor of
the House.

IJeople on welfare do want to work,
bJt they want a decent paying job.
Knowing the cost of living today, peo
ple need above minimum wage jobs.
Working in Burger King isn't going to
help me raise my family. Hazleton

\'0 one seems to remember that the
G(lJernor's family was on welfare when
they were coming up and it gave them
the opportunity to get themselves
together. 'lbese people are cutting out
relief and help for the poor people
because they think they are doing it
against the minorities and it is not nec-
essarily so. Harrisburg

If they kept up the minimum wage
with inflation, they wouldn't even have
to deal with the welfare issue because it
would be more advantageous for more
people to go to work because they
would simply make more money.

Castle Shannon
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ti,efore we start taking insurance
awa'y we need to get things in place to
provide jobs. It isn't the peoples fault
that jobs have left the area. Bethlehem
Steel goes down, Mack Truck is gone.
The poor are supporting corporations,
and the companies and the CEOs are
getting rich. Allentown

. his [bill] will result in health care
for inmates in county and state prisons
but not for law-abiding citizens working
low paying jobs. The state should offer
subsidized insurance for people in low
paying jobs. Mount Lebanon

think they should cut all welfare. If
they go out and get a job they be subsi
dized if they can't make a go of it. To
sit home for other reasons is a disgrace.

Bensalem

bunch of highly educated white
males are basically controlling the
future of welfare recipients. The
Pennsylvania House is blocking welfare
recipients from advancing-it's just
awful. All I see is a bad bunch of
Europeans running up our tax bills,
telling us that we're allowed to do this
and we're not allowed to do that.

Town withheld

"f

I've seen a lot of people come in the
bar-people selling food stamps. Poor
people starving? Like hell. Why are
they selling food stamps for a drink?

Scranton

rhe welfare bill shouldn't be so fast
mOving. We have a lot of poor people
who need this service. The people in
the Senate should not have the right to
go ahead and push this through with
out consideration for the people.

Ducansville

had two major heart attacks last
year and was forced to go on social
security disability. The meager amount
of money that I get has basically cut off
all medical benefits supplied to me
through the state. [But] if you're an ille
gal alien in this county just over 30
days, you are entitled to almost $2,300
worth of social programs without
putting one red cent into the state's col~

fers. Americans citizens such as myself
have paid into the system and we're
getting the dirty end of the stick.

Levittown

;'m 15 years old, I'm going half-deaf,
I'rrl almost blind...and now they want
to take away medical coverage? How
can they do that? It's just going to kill
everyone including my mother-a b5
year old woman who can't even sup
port herself. Altoona

i nvestigale the doctors that charge
m6re for procedures if you have an
access card than if you haven't got a
card. I had an MRI done and they told
me it would be $1,200. However, if I
had to pay for it myself it would only
be $500. Stroudsburg

.overnor Ridge cannot just clean
sweep these people off of medical assis
tance. Most of the waste in government
is in the administration area, in the
paperwork and the red tape. They
should review that area before they
commit genocide on this medical assis-
tance plan. Bangor

. here should be a limit on women
ha.Jing babies. And go after the hus
bands first (or the men that produced
them children) before they're even eligi-
ble to go on welfare. Drums

f they would stop si6'l1ing increases
intiJ their own pockets, then maybe
they would be able to afford these type
of [welfare] benefits. Philadelphia

\;;;enate Republicans were arguing
over whether or not to give women fifty
dollars extra a month when these peo
ple spend that much on meals. I don't
think I realized before exactly how
mean-spirited Republicans are.

Town withheld
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