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Next on Classic Sports: Overtime

No sudden death
as hot network
gets reprieve

By MICHAEL STARR

HE Classic Sports Net-
work might go into extra
innings after all
Contractually, Classic
Sports is scheduled to be
dropped by WBIS/Ch. 31 on
Oct 16, when the new sta-

" tion — which used to be

WNYC and was bought for

- 8207 million by Dow Jones

and ITT — ostensibly starts
a1nng 1ts own programming,

But it's doubtful WBIS will
meet the Oct. 16 startup
date. meaning Classic Sports
could continue on WBIS. The
sports network is being seen
on Ch 3 on cable systems in
Manhattan and on Ch. 31 on
systems in the other bor-
oughs.

~As of today, we're sched-

‘ uled to go off WBIS on Oct.

16," said Classic Sports
President Steve Greenberg.
~Coatractually, we have a

- limited run on WBIS and at

some point between now
and January we're going to
go ofl. But whether or not
that will change we're just
not sure.”

WBIS station president

. Carolyn Wall said the sta-

tion will have several pro-
gramming announcements

" “in the next couple of

weeks” but wasn't specific
about WBIS' startup plans.
“I've been here since June
and [ think there's still a
Little bit of time that needs
to be devoted to planning
and staffing,” Wall said.
And Wall said that Clas-
sic Sports could find a home
on WBIS — though for how

. long remains to be de-
" termined.

~They will continue to be
represented  after the
launch and will have a
place on our [programming]

e
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Cable’s Classic Sports Network has captivated New York sports fans with its lineup of

legendary sports events, including great boxing matches such as the young Muhammed
Ali’s first bout against heavyweight champion Sonny Liston (left) in Miami in 1964, -

schedule,” she said. “To
what degree and extent will
be discussed. I don't know
how permanent it will be.”
Classic Sports — a
24-hour network devoted to
replaying memorable sports
events — has generated a
lot of passionate talk
g;nong sports f?l?xls sirice it
an airin on
W'gIS. e Y -

only .can?hwal fi e :ot
on i ootage, but
also features old shows like
“Home Run . “Sports
Challenﬁ' «nd Super-
stars.” addition, round-
table discussions and inter-
view segments with sports
legends are hosted by sports-
caster Al Trautwig the
network’s “Victory Yard” stu-

- dios in midtown Manhattan.

Greenberg said Classic
Sports is talking to several
local cable systems — in-

cluding TCI (North Jersey .

and Westchester), Cablevi-
si.ozi and Co%ﬁast --sabout
icking u assic Tts
gnce its rurt,x ends on WEI’S.
SBut the chances of Classic
yom landing on Time
armer Cable — which car-
ries WBIS in New York —

seems remote, according
Richard Aurelio, presider
Time Warner Cable of ?
York. .

“They’ve made prese
tions to us in the past
but we have so many ct
nels that my reaction
[Classic Sports] is that t
really ought to be a wrz
round channel on a

rts network like M

PN2 or SportsChann
Aurelio said. “As a chan
by itself, it doesn’t seen
be a viable programm
service. We're trackin
pretty closely, and we d«
see anything signific
about its impact. Itsa n
elty and it's new ... .
people want to watch |
sports events, usually
prime time.”

There aren’t any offi
Nielsen numbers on L
Classic Sports is perfo
ini. According to one p
lished report, Clas
Sports scored cable rati
ranging from 0.4 to 1.2
New \Fork on July 24 =
26 — outperforming ot
cable networks like ES!
Comedy Central, CN
and Discovery Channel.

“We've gotten thousai
of letters and phone o
from people thanking us
creating the network :
asking us to run spec
pro ming,” ~ Greenb
said. “There’s even a ‘Ho
Run Derby’ cult and wi
hearing from a lot of box
fanatics rediscovering -
boxers of the '40s and '§
We've developed a v
strong following in a v
short period of time.”

To - ensure ple wi
forget about networl
it leaves WBIS, Greenb
said Classic Sports is
vertising on ractliio, 'I'Vl
newspapers and on
boanrs.
budget. allcated for v

oca or pro
tion and marketing in
York over the next
weeks,” he said. “We wan
be somewhat ubiquitous.”
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LE MUSTN'T BENGH

CLASSIC SPORTS CHANNEL

Y EVERY measure, the new

Classic Sports Network has
been a home run ever since it
started airing on WBIS July 1.

Its ratings are higher than
ESPN’s and Comedy Central's.
The network has been receiving
about 300 letters a week from
fans. Yesterday, it got a $20 mil-
lion infusion of new capital.

But unless something unex-
pected happens, Classic Sports
will lose its New York outlet at
the end of the year because of the
monopoly politics of cable televi-
sion.

CSN shows complete, memora-
ble sports events, plus old shows
like "Home Run Derby.” It pre-
serves legacies and standards.

It shows the younger generation
originals like Roberto Clemente,
Larry Bird, Willie
Mays, Billie Jean
King, Oscar Rob-
ertson, Bobby Orr
and Sugar Ray Rob-
mson  — in their
primes, in the context of dramatic
canfrontations.

There is no doubt that such ar-
chival film and tape — like an old
song — has the mystical power to
make memory seem magical.

[ wutched the 1970 Knicks with
my daughter, and she gained new
instght into selfless teamwork,
my  private memory bank and
where Biil Bradley came from.

One reason | shed a tear when 1
watched Muhammad Ali light the
Olymme flame with a trembling
hand was that [ had just seen Ali
— forever voung at 92 — jab and
dance Senny Liston silly an hour
earlier un CSN.

Joe Spinelli, former state in-
spector general and FBI agent,
told me:

“I watched the Rocky Marciano-
Archic Mocre fight with my
daughter. My grandfather had
taken me to see that fight in
1955, when | was 6 years old. It
gave me a chill to relive that ex-
perience with my daughter. It
linked four generations.”

But the No. 1 fan of Classic
Sports may be Rudy Giuliani.

The other day, the mayor had a
Citv Hall meeting with Magic
Johnson. The first thing the
mayor told Magic was, “My son
and [ watched you play against
Larry Bird last night.”

“Classic Sports is the best thing
that happened this summer.”
Giuliani says. “I watch it with
Andrew all the time. My son
never knew the Knicks won two
NBA titles. We saw the catch by
Willie Mays in the 1954 {World]
Series together. He became a box-
ing fan watching the Carmen Ba-
silio-Tony DeMarco and Jimmy
Young-George Foreman fights.”

Yet, despite all this consumer
enthusiasm — and genuine fam-
ily values — Classic Sports may
be forced off cable at the end of
the ycar. Its trial run on WBIS,
which tock over Channel 31 from
WNYC, is limited. And Time
Warner. which has a cable mo-
nopoly. incredibly seems to have
no interest in giving CSN one of
its 76 channels — many of which
air junk or porn.

“The chances of CSN getting a
dedicated channel from us are

very remote,” says Barry Rosen-
blum. president of Time Warner
Cable of New York.

“We would have to give up one
of our six pay-per-view channels,
and this would irritate our cus-
tomers.”

Richard Aurelio, Rosenblum’s
boss. was quoted earlier saying,
“CSN doesn’t seem to be a viable
programming service. We don't
see anything significant about its
impact. It's a novelty.”

My cable-industry sources say

_Time Warner is just acti=~ like a

normal arrogant monopoly.

A new sports channel, owned by
Sports Illustrated and CNN, is
scheduled to start in December.
Cable insiders think Time
Warner will give this venture a

- dedicated channel because Time

Warner .owns

Sports Illustrated

JACK it M S
‘ wit urner
NEWFIELD - Broadcasting,

whirh Acaunc (NN

It's taken Greenberg and his
partner, Brian Bedol, three years
to negotiate licensing deals with
all the major sports film libraries.

Part of the appeal of CSN is its
taste in programming. It does not
go for cheap thrills.

“We elected not to show the
third [Emilel Griffith-|Benny]
Paret fight, despite many re-
quests, because Paret died after
the bout,” Greenberg says. “We
won't show any of OJ. [Simp-
son's} games because that would
be exploitive and we don't want to
promote O.J.

“The biggest problem we face is
that there isn't a rival cable dis-
tributor we can sell our preduct to
in New York. It's like having one
supermarket in a city, and no
neighborhood groceries to stock a
superior product.”

Over the next 10 days. Classic
Sports will air: the 1947 Yankves-
Dodgers World Series; the 1982
NCAA finals between North Car-
olina and Georgetown: the 1980
Bjorn Borg-John McEnroe tennis
match: the 1955 Stanley Cup fi-
nals: the third fight in the Tony
Zale-Rocky Graziane trilogy; and
every fight in Muhammad Ali's
career in a marathon this Satur-
day.

The VCR industry would proba-
bly be pressuring Time \Warner
Cable to give CSN a slot just for
all the VCRs it will help sell.

When I told Giuliani that Clas-
sic Sports will probably be
squeezed out of the New York
market, he responded:

“You write that Time Warner
should not only give Classic
Sports a channel, they should ex-
pand it to 24 hours. [ can't believe
there isn't a huge audience for
this. I know at least 20 or 30 peo-
ple who watch it religiously.”

Our sports-buff mayor stopped |
just short of mentioning that the
city licenses and regulates the

. Time Warner cable monopoly.
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. . . and the readers SHOOT BACK -

Hey Lip,

Do sports fans a favor. Tell all your read-
ers to write their cable companies and ask
them to make the Classic Sports Network
a permanent station.

Jos DeNapoll, Brooklyn

Done. | love Classic Sports, but then who
doesn’t?
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Word of mouth

2 W giving a boost
. to new network

By Steve Zipay
STAPY wnrTER z

A steady rain washed out a crucial Yankees-Orioles a
gome earlier this month. But that night, New York o N SRR
gl?i&:‘lcanencninoi.-gg - b .
nant performances. g , L
Were they all hallucinating from watching the [ » . it
%wh.,.rl .

S

Euﬂn.’&iisnwgigassug ‘i «:“ - i
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delay patter of MSG's Jim Keat and Dave Coben? |}
Nope. Fane just clicked the remota to one of the -5 .N
°¥
e 4 LPORTS |
.\Aum ~
s - T ,
...m TN

newest kids on the TV block — the 16-month-old Clas-
roughttoyou by .. .-

L

-Kmnﬂﬁ!litr&r!l&:nshag_‘ulom
the 1991 Mets season, when Cone struck out 19 Phil-

i s

With access (o mules of footage from Major League
Wn-aw&rm 5.02&? ZE»OZ:F w..“ Cayton's fight
ibrary, Bud Greenspan’s Olympic lil rary, as well as
NCAA games. goif, tennis and decades-old shows such
E..mvoaguc..-:u..ggg.:nwz .

hes found a niche. RN
Eiw.nuz.-viiggiraq IRE % . .
by word of mouth. an unusuaf herald in a §00-channel o - ‘ : .

world, when viewers are used to bearing shout new > ' u
cable channels from existing ones: -vﬂ.nmuvzn_..dﬂ

ESPN, sbout The History Channel from Arts & Enter-

tainment.

et Sreriage ot o o oo buss be
causeit a cable systams in ew Yor!
ares,” Classic Sports CEO Brian Bedol said. “There'sa
-&Laﬂlm-nsfngg—ﬁ"lnsa :
gggnggi!ﬂ idyousse |7
' gf&pﬁwgricvnlgg ,
voﬂu..!&ﬂ:ggiﬂv ‘Are you watch- m..,

ing? i

Indeed. judying by letters and e-mail to Classic, the v
network seema 10 work on several leveis: a8 an elec- B~
tronuc fountain of youth for viewsrs over 55, asa Nick [
at Nite for theslightly aging jock. or ss & window tothe |
unseen past for youngsters wearing Michae! Jordan By &

Jersevs, o
gigggpegg. L
perfect season in 1972, the ‘53 Stanley Cup, Lakers- B3

Céltics games {rom the '80s, all either around v 4
in racguetball courts, in restau- J .

j

ball o
=  The Kk also has b “a croes-g jonal IS
bonding channel,” president Steve Greenberg . Newosey Puste; Brose Gubert X Y
5 said. “We're hearing from 75-year-old men who are Steve Gressbery, s, It o fonbur doputy commistionar of B 1P

watching with their 40-year-oki s0ns. And 40-year-oids =
are wacching with their _u.«lﬂ....-:!..%g. Sasstal and son of Hall of Famer Hask Greenbery: Sris

} __ According 1o Lo Rosen. Magic Johnson's agent. the  eyecutive at Time Warner. Cable in Phosnix and in Omaha aleo took & chance. 5s
% Eugéignig?ﬁ ?hﬂlnﬁ.&rllgqs‘lpr-:&'g did systems in half a dozen other major markats, such
anevent and Mayor iph Giuliani strode up to him the back of an envelope,” Greenberg said. as Boston and Chicago. .

i o0 o Crmote By Ardrew and L were just watch: =0, S Sports debutad in Mag, 1996, with 18stallers  Todey, CSH i wvadlabie i about 15 milion hoaes —

S ingyouonClasmeSporn” but niow has 80 and is expaading ita offices a2 300 Park  about 7 million through WRBIS — end on DirecTV and




Good Old Sports

CLASSIC from Page A86

dishes. WBIS+, formerly WNYC-TV, is a

Jjoint venture of Dow Jones & Co. and ITT
Corp., the principal owner of Madison
Square Garden, hotels and casinos. On Long
Island, WBIS is carried by, TCI / Brookha-
ven, Cablevision systems in Great Neck,
Lynbrook and Huntington, and can be seen

in all the boroughs and Westchester and

Rockland Counties and in much of northern
and central New Jersey. Although CSN of-
fers 24 hours of programming, WBIS carries
CSN from 9 am.-11 p.m. weekdays and
noon-11 p.m. weekends.

Although Classic still hasn't turned a
profit, it got a major boost with a $20-million
investment from Warburg Pincus Ventures,
a private equity fund managed by venture
banking giant E.M. Warburg, Pincus & Co,

which manages about $6 billion in invest-

ment capital. Earlier investors were Allen &
Co., AT & T Ventures and Wayne Hui-
zenga, who owns the Dolphms Marlms and
Panthers.

In New York, the WBIS expenment was
an opportunity for people to sample CSN in
the country’s No.1 TV market. “When
WNYC was sold, they knew there would bea
transition period to when they would be up
and running with business and sports and
entirtmnment programmmg, Greenberg
saj

Bedol said, ‘When they approached us, |
thmkxttookusclosetoasecondtosay,
‘Absolutely.’ "

Asoflast month, 35 percent of sport.s fam
in the New York market were aware of CSN,
‘“which is great, because we basically had a
Stealth rollout,” Bedol said. He said that
advertising agencies and WBIS tell them
CSN is performing beyond expectations,
beating well-established cable networks.

CSN’s trial run on WBIS +, which was to
end Oct. 10, is expected to be extended
through January. But Greenberg said:
“WBIS is the tactic, not the end game.
We're talking with the five or six area cable
operators to convince them that we can at-
tract new subscribers. Ideally, there’ll be a
smooth transition from WBIS to them.”

That will take some persuading. On its
web site, CSN asked on-line browsers not
only to write to WBIS, but also to download
a petition to fill out and send cable opera-
tors around the metropohtan area to give
CSN some channel space. .

Sitting on the same furniture they
bought from IKEA when they moved into
their first offices on East 21st Street in
1993, Giccnberg and Bedol mamtam an
entreprenemml enthusiasm.

Bedol, who grew up in Ohio, confesses to

“once knowmg every player on the Indians
and Browns, every stat. When I hit 30, I
didn’t know who was on the Indians and
Browns; my memories are of the '60s and
*70s. Suddenly, as an adult, here it is again.
Maybe this business is a way of regress-
ing.’

Or progressing. -

“The independent film analogy is prob-
ably as close as you get,” Bedol said. ‘“We
opened in a couple of art houses and we
knew that if we could get the audiences or
the critics to see us, the acclaim would
come. You can open in 2,000 theaters and
have a $30-million ad campaign, or you can
go to a film festival and get e buzz start-
ed. This has been an experience more like
that'll "

‘““We never set out to compete with ESPN
or live sports,” Greenberg said. “What it
taps into is the feeling that people have,
you know, ‘I'm so disgusted with sports, I
would love to watch channels.that have a
game where, at least in my mind it was
pure, it was better. I'm not gonna see any
lopsided scores. I'm going to see my child-
hood idols or people I never saw.’ "’

Greenberg further explained CSN’s ap-
peal by recalling that when his children
were younger, he would bring home classic
movies from the video store along with the
PG-13s they wanted. ‘‘ ‘To Kill a Mocking-
bird,” ‘North by Northwest,” ‘Some Like It
Hot,’ ‘Casablanca.’ They were riveted,”’ he
said. “It comes back to telling stories. You
know Bogart's not going to get the girl, he’s
going to be left on the tarmac and walk off
with Claude Rains. But you watch it 10
times, anyway."’

In keeping with its aim to be “‘the story-
tellers of sports,”” CSN tapped Al Trautwig
as a studio host to offer context and anec-
dotes about the event being replayed.

CSN also plans to mix a few twists into
its storytelling. On Sunday, for example,
CSN has scheduled a “Home Run Derby”
marathon to commemorate the major-
league season-homer record being broken.
All 28 half-hour episodes will air back to
back. The host: media-averse Albert Belle.
Greenberg said: “I knew that Albert stud-
ied films of hitters like Frank Robinson
and Henry Aaron, and his agent said Albert
was delighted to do it — as long as we
weren't talking about him.
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Monday, September 16, 1996

Cable classics channel a place for quality sports

My sons were lalk-in&-‘ about
some great tennis match

just watched on television where 8
fifth set tie-breaker went on forey-
er. It occurred 1o me that the match
sounded an awful lot like the
Jimmy Cannors-Bjorn Borg
‘match, wrich included the longest
lie-breaker in history, but that
malch took place in the 1970s.

And that's precisely the match
they were talking about. The kids
were watching a relatively new
cable channél that offered only
classic sports events from the pasi.

I'll watch any spont for the Jast
five minutes if it's exciting, but 1'm
not enough of a fan to sit and watch
the whole thing unless my husband
or kids are playirig. The exception
1o the rule used (o be pro tennis
matches, because ennis was a
game | understood and played rea-
sonably well. I was only akid when
I watched a young Billie Jean Mof-

- fet'(King) beat Margaret Court al
Forest Hills. That was probably my
inspiration to take tennis more seri-
ously. I look forward 1o seeing that
aﬁain one day on'the classic sports
channel.

The sports channel gives kids the
orportunily to see some sports
}i.»"a ed in a more pure form.

oday’s basketball stars have
become bigger than the game
itself. Fans turn out to see what
¢olor Deilnis Rodman's hair will
be, ar how many tirmes Shaquille
will dunk the ha.ﬁ, not necessarilv.

ey had-

Joanne
Zatzkin

because they enjoy the way a team
moves the ball around. the cpurt.
There are some of us who prefér
watching the greats like Julius Irv-

. ing; Wilt Chamberlain , Bill Rus-

sell, Jerry West and Bob Cousy

play without all of today’s razzle-

dazzle. c

Maybe it's the agents, or the
advertisers, but there is so much
money involved in all sports today
tlgat kids know as much about the
big contracts as they do about the
sports themselves, -

The classic channel funs an old.

show -calied “"Home Run Derby"”

- which-my husband loved in the
."50s and still does. The show'was
set up much like “Bowling For

Dollars." Two ball players would

compete against each. other to see.
who could hit the most homers and

the winner got thie cash. This. pro-
gram gives my sons the chance to
see ckc{dManue, Roger Maris
and Willic ,

all smacking the ball out of the
park.

- knows how I feel about fool

ays, all in their prime,

.Afew friends of my | 6-year-old-
son dropped by, and we got to talk-
ing about the new sports channel.
Josh and Cbarles talked about
watching the first ever Super Bowl
with the Packers against the
Kansas City Chiefs, a game that

occurred long before these kids hit

the planet. They told me that they
enjoyed getting the chance 10 see
the great coaches at work. 1 wasn’t

familiar with the name Tom

Landry, but I do know abaut Vince

‘Lombardi .— they named a

restroomn after him on the New Jex-
sey Tumnpike. (We used to live in
Philly and traveled on the Jersey
turnpike frequently. Vinceand L are
old friends.)

- Jake's friend Geoff. also enj?gs
watching hockey highlights on the
channel. Hetold me that Bobby Orr
was the best defensive player in the

.league, and that Gordie Howe

played for the Detroit Red Wings
and had 801 goals. T think that was
his lifetime total, not what he
scored in one game. Everyone
and
hockey (grrrrr), but my son's foot-
ball teammates were §o excited to

_.experience these great players that
I dgdn't have the beart to tell them.-

Anyhow, none of these kids seem
to have been adversely affected by
the violence of my twa least

favorite sports; quite the contrary.

Cousin Marty told me that he
recently watched Ali and Frazier

" battle it out in'the *Thrilla from’

Manila”. 1 don’t watch boxing but
it's fun to see the handsome Cas-
sius Clay do his thing before a
match. . )

Marty waliches the classic sports
channel when thete is nothing
worthwhile on the tube, He says he
is always entertained by whatever
sporting cvent or rela'ed program
is playing. My cousin Marjorie
watches the station for the goofy
hairstyles from the old days. She’s
like me. The only sport we like to
watch is tennis, and | don't even
watch much of that anymore
because [ know so few of the play-
ers.. They're all so good they're
interchangeable. .

(Did you hear that the National
Tennis Assdctation’is going to ban
the use of the tennisracquets whose
technology allows a scrve to trav-
el at 135 mph? Weren't you won-
dering why no_one can return &

* serve anymore? That's why!)

We watched our sports heroes
whenw we were young and fanta-
sized that one day we could make
it 10 the big leagues. Now we are
old and fat and slower on the ten-
nis and basketball courts than we
¢éver dreamed was possible for a
living, breathing person. But when
we see those replays of competi-
tion frotn the old days, it reminds
us of atime when we still had a shot
at it. You couldn't have s better trip
on LSD| :

Joanne Zatzkin, who lives in Green-

wich, lsa /qé-lan’(ce wr!srer.
. 3 i
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AN INSTANT CLAS-
sic

I've never known

so many people to be-

come addictedtoa TV

channel as quickly as

my friends have to the

Classic Sports Network. This is a whole dif-

ferent ball game: We don't listen to old-

timers tell us how great the first Rocky

Marciano-Jersey Joe Wolcott fight was.

we can see it; we don't have to read about

what an innovator Bill Tilden was, wecan
see him.

- Idid a quick poll among my friends as

to the sports events they’d most like to see

‘CSN replay. We came up with:

_*the 1974 challenge match between Jnm
my Connors and John Newcombe.

* the 1966 Notre Dame-Michigan State
“Game of the Century™ tie.

* the first Super Bowl, in 1967, berwees
the Green Bay Packers and the
Kansas Ciry Chiefs.

* the 1973 Bobby Riggs-Billie Jean King
tennis match.

* Wilt Chamberiain’s 100-point game.
(Does the footage even exist?)

I'll toss in one more: [ recall from my
vouth an amazing football documentary
cailed The Vioient Worid of Sam Hurj.

More on the Classic Sports Network later
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OF THEPEOPLE

Bring back the best

Bronx: My worst fear has come
true — no more Classic Sports
Network in New York I don't
blame WBIS. I think its effort to
bring the iocal sports teams back
to free TV is great It is actually
long overdue. I do biame the ca-
ble systems in general, Cablevi-
sion in particular. New Yorkers,
let’s not just accept this. as we do
so many other things. Voice your
concerns to your newspaper, your
local television station and, more
importantly, to your cable provid-
er. Let them know that you want
Classic Sports Network back.

Christopher Bell
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Sunday, February 9, 1997

TELEVISION VIEW/Richard Sandomfr

The Games
(And Ghosts)

- OfYe

N A JOB THAT REQUIRES WATCHING MORE TELE-

vision sports than a nervous bookie; I've discovered the

idea! reason to watch even more: the Classic Sports

Network, a 21-month-old cable wonderland of sports

oldies, where éverybody exists in the past tense, the
sideburns are long, the outcomes are foregone conclusions
and my youth — and the youth of others — regularly passes
before me.

Flip on Nick at Nite, and you can see the actor Bruno
Kirby play a teen-age con man in a 1972 episode of “‘Room
222" or Mr. Ed stealing bases against the Dodgers. But
where, oh, where, were Lhe old fight {lims, the long-concluded
basebali games, the ancient college basketball games? Who
cared if the players were dead, retired or sent down to the
minors? Once upon a time, they were stars, but you could not
cali them back up as you could Raiph Kramden.

For 10 million cable and satellite homes, Classic Sports
has solved the problem. Willis Reed, Billie Jean King, Amold
Palmer are back. And performing quite well. No lame knees
Of prostate surgeries. Sure, you probably know who won, but
it doesn’t matter; performances matter.

Efther you discover something you may not have seen
before, or something you thought you forgot. Sonny Liston
still won't get of! his stool in his loss to Cassius Clay in 1964.
But it remains compeiling. Over and over.

Classic is grandma’s jam-packed attic; watching It is
like rediscovering the shoe box full of baseball cards you
thought your mather had tossed in the trash. Like singing old-
ies lyrics, | recite old play calls; *Havlicek stole the balll"
blends into *‘Chantilly lace/ And a pretty face.” ’

Networks and iocal stations have been terrible archi-
vists. Footage from many games from the 1950°s and 60°s
was destroyed or decomposed. No one has unearthed a com-
plete version of Yankee pitcher Don Larsen’s perfect game
In the 1956 World Series or Wilt Chamberlain's 100-point .
game in 1962. Television's focus on live events kept the old
games dormant in warehouses. Whenever an old gem
emerged, like Sportschannel’s telecasts of the 1952 Yankees-
Dodgers World Series, calied by Red Barber and Mel Allen, [
wondered, How much more is there?

The same thought occurred to Classic’s (op executives,
Brian Bedol, a former senior vice president of Time Warner
Enterprises, and Steve Greenberg, the former deputy com-
missioner of major league basebail whose father was Hank
Greenberg, the Hall of Fame baliplayer. They began talks

with and other archives about ucensu;g their tape
and film and providing a continuous stream of program-
ming; yesterday’s great game may be today’s classic. But as
an independent, lacking any ties to major cable, broadcast-
ing or studio giants, Classic has had to be satisfied with slow
growth in a crowded new cable-channel universe,

Classic Sports is a guilty comfort. a bottomless box of
M&M’s. It hasn’t been on long enough for many subscribers
to instinctively know the time slot of 1ts shows so you sur{
over to it, not knowing what may be on. An Evert-Navratilo-
va match from Wimbledon in the early 1980°s? Mickey Man-
tle swatting dingers against Willle Mays in “Home Run Der-
by"'? A 1987 Canada-U.S.S.R. hockey game in the Canada
Cup, starring Mark Messier, Mario Lemieux and Wayne
Gretzky? More often than not, the choice ropes you in.

: Somehow, everybody seemed to play detter back then.
The passing was crisper, the combination of punches faster,
the pitching tougher. One night ! flipped to **The Main
Event,” a talk show starring Rocky Marciano, the former un-
defeated heavyweight champion, and written by Jimmy
Breslin. Marciano, retired five years, was talking pugilism
and show business with Jerry Lewis.

“You're still an ox,” said Mr. Lewis, chain-smoking, still
thin enough to star in “"The Bellboy.”

“1'm 220,” said Mr. Marciano, reciting his lines as if
reading from a children’s reading primer.

““You could take care of Russia alone,”” Mr. Lewis said.

They arm-wrestled, then watched Mr. Marciano’s (inale,
against Archie Moore. “Boy,” Mr. Marciano said woodenly.
“Am 1 glad this fight is over!*

Classic Sports has smartly repackaged some of its trove
and created original programming. Joe Namath, the former
Jet quarterback, {s host of the vintage football shows, with
“Tom Brookshier, the former Philadeiphia Eagle. Mr. Na-
math got to employ his creaky acting skills as a professor of
pigskin knowledge during a series of Super Bowl! specials. Al
Trautwig, a jack-of-all-trades announcer for the MSG Net-
work, Is the host of “Distant Replay,” where sports figures
reminisce. Al Michaels, the ABC Sports commentator, re-
called how his gambling mother would take him out of school
to watch horse racing at Hollywood Park.

“Legend to Legend" is a series of one-on-one talks be-

' tweenold and young stars, like Jerry West, pro basketball's
greatest pure shooter as a Los Angeles Laker, and Reggie
Miller, the Indiana Pwm“uud sty'I:. ‘MM l.ll:‘ Tldl:nr.'m' Mr.
West.'They compare as Mr. s awe
slowly peels away. In another segment, Ted Williams dis-
cusses hitting with Tony Gwynn of the San Diego Padres.

Last month, about five million New York City-area view-
ers jost Classic when its six-month trial run on Channel 31
ended, replaced by a full siate of sports and business pro-
gramming. On some nights, though, Classic beat sports pro-
gramming on ESPN and TNT. One evening, it peaked with a
4.3 rating for a marathon of Muhammad Al fights.

Classic s still available in various cable systems around
the metropolitan area and the country, and a Time Warner
official calls it a strong contender for one of 12 new siots

opening up on its New York City system this year, But right
now, it's gone {rom my house. It’s back to live, real-time
events.

[ want my desd and retired athietes back. That old
black-and-white magic. And | want to see Rocky Marciano
swap tales with Zsa Zsa Gabor. a



My Greatest Sports Memory

It doesn't happen often. Hardly ever, I should say. He's just not an emotional man.
But on that day - January 11, 1987 - something happened that would forever change the
landscape of our relationship. It was on thaf day that we celebrated together, not just as father
and son, but more so as two men (since I was only 8 years old that reference might be a little
stretch) sharing something so rare and precious that it hadn't occurred for over three decades.

To use anymore words to describe the events of that day would only serve to ckzapen
the meaning of the memory. However, I will conclude with this; as the scoreboard rezé 17-0,

Giants over Redskins, I saw my father attempt to fight off the tears of a lifetime of frucration.

Jason Schaechter, Age 18
b Lut;,\
5 Manchester Way LM @ ' £ v

Pine Brook, NJ 07058
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Classic Sports
Murray Hill Station
P.0.Box 1830

New York, NY 10156

Friends:

First of all, congratulations. You. have put together a
great concept, combining entertainment, sport, and nostalgia.

You have also changed some of the rules in our household
which were taken as norm - i.e., limited television time for
the children. The quality of the programming has forced us to
reconsider, and we now 9llow them more.

Now for my suggestion for the Classic Boxing shows that you do:
Billy Conn vs Joe Louis, one of the best matches ever, with

a light heavy against a heavy. This fight was testimony to

a fighter stepping up in class, and more than holding his own
against the world's best.

Second choice: Muhammed Ali vs Bob Foster, a light heavy
who though the best in his class, was unable to step up.

There - my choices. Now I'll be proud to wear the Sports Classic
T-shirt for that great suggestion. Size XL please (unless
of course, you have an XXL).

Cordially,

ol
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71 Ridge Drive
Livingston, NJ 07039
July 13, 1996

To Who It May Concern:
Thank you for showing Classic Sports Network on Channel 31. These
past weeks I have watched Channel 31 for over 15 hours each week
because of CSN.

I am an avid sports fan and have been
some station (not on satellite)
and I hope that you

As you can probably tell,
anxiously hoping that someday,
would air CSN. You delivered it to me,

continue to do so.

"My only recommendation is to please have the programming listed in

TV Guide or more detailed programming noted in local newspapers.
Currently, the Newark Star Ledger does not disclose any information
concerning the events to be featured on, for example, TONIGHT AT

THE FIGHTS.
Sin }ezzy
L{/m&%k@—-——

Eric Barr

Thanks again.

cc: Classic Sports Network



August 6,1996

Mario Matamoros
2014332133

F'gmMemones

PO BOX 1830
Murray Hill Station
New York NY 10156

Dear Gentlemen,

I would fike to congratulate the genius behind the best network on cable TV. | am a Boxing fan who
thrives on your programming. Id like to tell you that I'm a newlywed and | may be divorced before the
year is up because | get home and watch Tonight at the Fights and Main Event religiously. Im so
ecstatic to see that someone finally features boxing, especially oid fights that myself and other
generations may not have seen if not for your channel. | have many fond boxing memories but one of
the most vivid is of the Championship bout from Caesars Paiace in Las Vegas between Salvador
Sanchez and Wilfredo Gomez. At the time Sanchez, who would later die in a car crash, was
regarded as one of the best pound for pound fighters in the worid. WIiliredo Gomez was Known as
devastating puncher with an undefeated record and high KO percentage. In boxing, the rivairy
between Mexicans and Puerto Ricans is legendary and has offered some of the best fights baxing
has ever seen. As you are probably aware, Hispanics make up a large portion of the boxing fans, so |
as many were highly anticipating this maich. Would Sanchez be abie to withstand the devastating
puncher? Wouki Gomez be able o out box the finessse boxer that was Sanchez? Well, | remember
listening to the news all night in bed with my small portable AM radio i had gotien for my bdirthday and
awaiting the decision on the news. | was too young 1o go to the Felt Forum in New York to see the
Closed CircuRt transmission so | pictured the action that night, while | made my parents believe | was
sleeping, in total darikness wondering who would be victorious. Luckily, my favorite fighter of that time
Sanchez was the victor 8th Rd TKO. There was so much potential for him as he was working on
moving up in weight to take on the greet Alexis Argueiio. Unfortunately for the boxing fan he perished
wmmmlmﬁmwmmmmmndmhnhnwmunmuﬂbmg&ck
mary memories. The ironic part is that it was never transmitted on TV and to this day 16 yrs later |
Rave never seen it onty one round the &th. | hope you continue your excollent programming and
continue feeturing Latin fighters as they have contributed so much to the sport of boxing.

Sipoarely
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