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Public Service Telecommunications Corporation
The Mark Winkler Building-Suite 430

4900 Seminary Road-Alexandria. VA 22311
(703) 998-17030(703) 998-8480

Internet: pstc@igc.org

Mr. Reed E. Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

In response to the Public Notice (DA-97-l56l) for nominations pursuant to the Commission's
Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45, the Public Service Telecommunications Corporation (PSTC)
recommends Arthur D. Sheekey for the Board of the Schools and Libraries Corporation.
Dr. Sheekey served as President ofPSTC from May 1995 to December 1996, and continues to
represent our organization as a Senior Policy Associate. He also serves as Treasurer and Board
Member for the Alliance for Public Technology.

Dr. Sheekey has had more than twenty years experience in the federal government. He was a
senior pmgram manager and policy analyst in the U.S. Department of Education, an educational
policy analyst at the Office of Management and Budget, and science policy fellow at the White
House Science Office and Federal Communications Commission. Few individuals have had such
broad experience in the development and implementation of national educational policy. Dr.
Sheekey is thoroughly familiar with federal and state efforts to improve schools and libraries. In
the Department of Education, he served as the principal planning and budget director for state­
grant and discretionary programs, including programs authorized by the Library Services and
Construction Act. His recent book, Education and Telecommunications: Critical Issues and
Resources is designed to assist educational decision-makers and practitioners to make productive
applications of advanced telecommunications facilities and information services.

In advocating the appointment of Arthur Sheekey to the Board of Directors for the Schools and
Libraries Corporation, we provide your office with a highly qualified candidate who has
demonstr,ated a personal commitment to the development of national public policies that serve to
strengthen and improve the quality of schools, libraries and public information services.

Respectfully submitted,

Louis A. Bransford
Chairman and CEO
Public Service Telecommunications Corporation
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OKLAHOi'v\A STATE UNIVERSlTY

College of Arts &S'ienttS
Office of the Dean
201 Life Sciences East
StillwQter. Oklahoma 74078·3015
405·144-5663. FAX 405·744.7074

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chainnan
FCC
1919 M Street N.W., Room 814
Washington; D.C. 20554
FAX #(202) 418-2801

August 14, 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I support the selection of Brian L. Talbott, Ph.D., to the new Universal
Service Administrative Company (USAC) Board.

Oklahoma State University has had a long association with Dr. Talbott
and the STEP/Star Network through the federal Star Schools program. Under
his leadership, STEPI Star has become one of the nation's foremost providers
of K- 12 "distance learningJl programs.

Through the years, Dr. Talbott has distinguished himself lor his
commitment to educational technology, his political acumen and his broad
base of knowledge and experience in all aspects of education.

I believe he would make an outstanding member of the USAC Board.
As a problem-solver and coalition-builder, he would be well suited to l?-elping
implement Section 254 (the e-rate provision) of the Telecommunications Act
of 1996.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Smith L. Holt
Dean
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Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20544

August 15, 1997
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Subject: Nomination of Andrew Blau and Jorge Reina Schement for
the Board of Directors of the
Universal Service Administrative Company
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Pursuant to the Commission's request for nominations for membership on the
Board of Directors of the Universal Service Administration Company
("USAC"), the Benton Foundation is pleased to nominate two candidates:
Jorge Reina Schement and Andrew Blau. Both would make excellent board
members in light of their many years of work on universal service programs
and policies. The work of each includes both academic analysis and practical
involvement with providers, regulators, and the intended beneficiaries of
universal service efforts.

U"D\ T\RR-WHEL\:"
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LEO"\IUJ SCIIRAl;ER

~:",cllti\'" Dirt'ctor
L \IIRV KIRK"'';

Deputy Dirt'ctor
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Finalll'" and Administration
S"'"ll\ '1/. BERLl'l

Jorge Reina Schement is Director of the Institute for Information Studies at
Penn State University and the former Director of the Federal Communications
Commission's Information Policy Project, which studied universal service
programs and households without teiephone service. Professor Schement is
one of the nation's top scholars on universal service and access issues, who
has put a special emphasis on the telecommunications policy issues that relate
to America's fast growing Latino population. He is also the author of two
pathbreaking analyses of "phone1essness" among low-income Americans,
Universal Service from the Bottom Up, and Beyond Universal Service:
Characteristics ofAmericans without Telephones.

Child...'n·, Pro~rafJJ'
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Comtlllmications Policy
bllllEW BLAI'

\It'dia Productio"
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Professor Schement is a member of the Benton Foundation Board of
Directors, and the boards of directors of the Media Access Project and
Libraries for the Future. He is also a member of advisory boards to the
Advertising Council, the American Library Association, the Tomas Rivera
Center, and the Center for Media Education, and he is a participant in the
National Latino Telecommunications Taskforce.
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Andrew Blau is the Director of Communications Policy and Practice at the Benton Foundation.
He directs the foundation's efforts ort telecommunications policy, including its efforts on
universal service. He was the principal organizer of the Public Interest Summit, the first national
meeting to bring together leaders from nonprofits, foundations, and the Clinton Administration to
discuss public interest policies in communications. Before joining Benton in 1993, Mr. Blau
worked with such public interest groups as the Electronic Frontier Foundation, the Alliance for
Community Media, and the United Church of Christ ("UCC"). At UCC, he developed and
directed one of the earliest efforts to expand participation in Link Up and Lifeline programs
among the poor in Jackson, Mississippi, Tucson, Arizona, and St. Louis, Missouri. He also
researched the public policy implications of network evolution while on the staff of Columbia
University's Institute for Tele-Information (CITI).

Mr. Blau has testified before Congress about the role of nonprofits in the information age. He
serves on the Executive Committee of the Urban Libraries Council and is an advisor to
Microsoft's "Libraries Online!" initiative to bring networked computers to public libraries. He is
also a member of the Chairman's Advisory Group on Education and Technology at the National
Endowment for the Humanities. He has been a lecturer in the communications department at
Fordham University, and his articles have appeared in U.S., British, and German publications.

Benton, a nonpartisan, private foundation committed to strengthening public interest efforts in
shaping the emerging National Information Infrastructure, believes that communications in the
public interest, including the effort to connect all Americans to basic communications systems, is
essential to a strong democracy. Benton's mission is to realize the social benefits made possible
by the public interest use of communications. Benton bridges the worlds of philanthropy,
community practice, and public policy. It develops and provides effective information and
communication tools and strategies to equip and engage individuals and organizations in the
emerging digital communications environment. Over the past two years, the Benton Foundation
has commissioned a number of research papers on the subject of universal service and now hosts
the World Wide Web's most comprehensive library of universal service and access documents.

Benton strongly endorses Professor Schement and Mr. Blau's nomination and pledges our support
in any responsibilities their appointments may entail.

Sincerely,

/./itt (z '7 /::;.. I (~ i :.-~ ~// . .,..

Larry Kirkman
Benton Foundation

Cc: Secretary ofthe Federal Communications Commission
Lori Wright, Common Carrier Bureau



Jorge Reina Schement is Associate Dean for Graduate SOldies and
Research in the College of Communications at Penn State University.

He received his Ph.D. from the Institute for Communication
Research at Stanford University. His books include, Tendencies and
Tensions of the Information Age (Transaction 1995), Toward an
Information Bill of Rights and Responsibilities (Aspen Institute, 1995),
Between Communication and Information (Transaction 1993), Competing
Visions, Complex Realities: Social Aspects of the Information Society
(Ablex 1988), The International Flow of Television Programs (Sage 1984),
Telecommunications Policy Handbook (Praeger 1982), and Spanish­
Language Radio in the Southwestern United States (Texas 1979). His
research interests focus on the social consequences of the production and
consumption of information, plus policy issues identified with the national
information infrastructure especially as they relate to Latinos. His research
has been supported by the John and Mary Markle Foundation, the National
Science Foundation, the Federal Aviation Administration, the Federal
Communications Commission, the Benton Foundation, Bell Atlantic, and
PacTelesys. Schement sits on the editorial boards of five academic journals
and is associate editor of The Information Society.

His policy research contributed to a SUPreme Court decision in
Metro Broadcasting, Inc. v. Federal Communications Commission et al. In
1994, he served, at the invitation of the chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission, as director of the FC.C. 's Information
Policy Project. He has served on advisory panels to the National Science
Foundation, the National Research Council, the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the Office of Technology Assessment of the U.S. Congress,
and the United States Commission on Civil Rights. He is a member of the
boards of directors of the Media Access Project, Libraries for the Future.
and the Benton Foundation. He is also a member of advisory boards to the
Advertising Council, the American Libraries Association. the Tomas
Rivera Center, and the Center for Media Education, as well as a participant
in the National Latino Telecommunications Taskforce.

His interest in the history of printing led him to discover a
discrepancy in chapter and line numbers between the 1667 and 1674
editions of Paradise Lost. as cited in the Oxford English Dictionary. He
also studies the origins of information technologies, and WorId War II
history. He lives in State College, Pennsylvania. with his wife Anne, and
children, Bisa and Daniel.



State of Arizona

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC RECORDS

Office of the Director

STATE CAPITOL
1700 W. Washington - Room 200
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Phone: (602) 542·4035
FAX: (602) 542·4972

August 12,1997

GLADYSANN WELLS
Director

MARY JOHNSON
Deputy Director

RECEnfED
Attn: Nominations for Universal Service Administrator Committees

Sheryl Todd
Federal Communications Commission
Universal Service Branch CC Docket No. 96-45
2100 M. Street, NW 8th Floor
Washington DC 20554

Dear Ms. Todd:

AUG 2 () 1997

FEDEH!l( .:OM""U/\:C'-.Ci.', DC'MM1ss/ON
O,~FjCE or.-: 11k :·;t;.:.~E·IMV

As State Librarian of Arizona, representing all types of libraries and a wide range of cultural
institutions, I thank you for your call for nominations.

For the Universal Service Administrator Advisory Committee

I nominate Chris Cole
Maricopa County Library
17811 North 32nd Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85023

This individual has my complete confidence and the confidence of colleagues statewide. He would be
an asset to these important efforts because he brings considerable knowledge and expertise to the tasks
at hand. His resume is attached.

I would be happy to supply additional information or discuss this nomination in person (602) 542-4035.

Sincerely,.

c/e: Chris Cole

An Equal Employment Opportunity Agency
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Christopher H. Cole
8235E Rovey
SCottsdale, AZ 85250-5839
602/506-2958 work
602/596-1635 home

LIBRARY AI:MIN PAGE 02

Automation· Tedmical Semces Coordiutor, 1990­
Couty UbrarlaD, 1994-1997
Maricopa ComIty Library District, Phoenix, AZ

Direct 2 professional and 11 support staff in the Technical Services Automation unit.
This unit acquired over 16,000 titles and 75,000 items pcr year. Direct the courier
operations serving the Library District's 121oeatioDS and 14 other library systems.

Managed the operation of an on-line oomputet system with 180 terminals. The system
serves a multi-type clientele of public, academic, and spedallibraries. This system
features circulation, cataloging, OJ)8Ct acquisitions, serials modules, full Internet
connectivity, electronic mail and accc:ss to remote and local databases. Other features
include automated telephone notification of request and overdue notices and automatic
telephone book renewal. The system also features a CD-ROM server allowing wide area
access to 12 different CD-ROM products.

Represented the Library District as County Librarian at library meetings. Served as
Chair of the Maricopa County Ubrary Council. Coordinate the development of a county­
wide Masterplan for library service involving 14 separate institutions. Coordinated
activities by the County Ubrarian's Association on the state aid program.

-------- --------_._._---- - . __.- ---. --

LegIslative Chair
Arizona Ubnry Association, 1995·

Work with a professional lobbyist and committee to develop and implement a legislatlve
program. Legislative achievements include the exemption of Hbruy collection purchases
from state and county sales tax. This effectively increased library'S purchasing power by
S%. Implemented an annual legislative day for libraries at the state capitol.

~
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TechDical Services MaJuilert 1989-1990
Kalamazoo Public: Ubrary Ka1amsZOOt MI

Directs 2 prof_onal and 28 support staff in the cataloging, AcquisitiODS. and Material
Processing unit (CAMP) and the Borrower Services Unit (BStJ). The CAMP division
acquires, catalogs, and processes 8,500 titles and 24,000 items per year. 1beIe items are
purchased for the public systems and an additional 26 schools. The BSU division
handles circulation, reserves and overdoes for the main library and system-wide patroQ
registration. The Main Library circulates over 385,000 items per year.

Coordinated the specification and selection process to purchase an integrated on-line
system. The RFP for this system was issued in collaboration with RMO Associates.
Preliminary work included the cost analysis of a shared system with a local university
versus a'stand-alone system.

Coordinated system-wide microcomputer 8aluisitioDS, me, and training. These duties
involve needs analysis, configuring of worle stations, task analysis and creation of
software solutions. Conduct the trainini of staff in computer basics and specific .
software packages.

TeclmIcal services Coordinator, 1986-1989
Scottsdale PubUc library, Scottsdale, AZ

Directed 2 professional and 8 support staff in the acquisitions, cataloging, and processing
of 16,000 titles and 34,000 items per year. Exercised budget control over Technical
Services section. This included determining employee salaries under Pay forJ~~rformfmc~'t _
system.· Implemented thelDstilliitiOnoftliiA1t.AS system in the Technical Services
section. This included a complete reorganization of work Bows aDd routines. The result
was a reduction of average total processing time from 4-5 weeks to S-7 days. Changes in
processing and acquisitions procedures resulted in a 30% cost savings.

Served as computer liaison to the city data processing unit. Directed the acquisition and
installation of all microcomputer equipment in library. This included determining
equipment and software needed and coordinating traiDlng on both the UNISYS syitem
andMS-DOS software. A special project was assistin& in the dcsip and implementation
of two compact disk work stations for the Reference Department.
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Technical Services Manapr, 1977-1985
Cedar Rapids Public Library Cedar Rapids, IA

Directed 1 professional and 7 support staff in the acquisitions, cataloging, processin~
mending, and binding of 8,000 titles and 14,000 items per year. Served as chief
management negotiator for annual collective bargaining agreement.

Wrote the successful LSCA grant to fund the installation of an OCLC terminal.
Reviewed and reorganized departmental work routines CODallTent with the installation of
OeLC. These changes removed a 10 month backloi of uncataloged materials and
reduced average processing time to 7 days.

Directed the conversion of the library's collection of over 170,000 titles to a machine
readable form. This conversion was performed by a special crew of 12 FIE temporary
workers and library staff. Conversion of the collection took 11 months.

Planned and supervised the installation of the ATlAS on-line system. This system from
Data Research Associates included a public access catalog, circulation, acquisitions, and
cata10Jing modules. The computer system linked a main library with NlO branches and a
mobile unit. Initial duties included writiD& the Request for Estimate and coordinating the
selection committee. Subsequent duties included serving as contract administrator,
system manager, and installing the ATI..AS system in a new 80,000 square foot central
library.

Planned and participated in the training of all library staff on the new ATLAS system.
Helped formulate a multi-dcpartmental approach to the implementation of the computer
system. This approach included a complete reappraisal and rcwritinS oflib~~cies__.._ _ __.. _
and procedures in reaction tOlllccbaiii~brought by computeri28t:ion. Team members
represented all library departments and both management and the bargaJ.ning unit.

Vllidag Instructor, 1981
UDivenity of Iowa Gradaate library Sehool Iowa City, IA

Taught the beainnfng cowac in cataloging and classification in the graduate program.
Teaching duties were in addition to a full-time position at the cedar Rapids Public
library.
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Tech.aical Services IJbnuiuf 1975-1977
Rock Island PubHc Library, Rock IslaDd, IL

Supervised the acquisitions, processin& mending and binding of all book and audiovisual
materials, and the maintenance of card catalogs. Cataloged all adult book and
audiovisual materials. Regularly scheduled Reference Desk assignments answering
queries and collection development.

EDUCATION:

BA, History, 1973, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI.
Awarded honors on departmental comprehensive examination.

M.LS., 1974, University of lllinois, Urbana, n...

M.B.A. coursework, University of Iowa, Iowa City, LA
17 semester hours in the night program.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Library Association, 1974 to present.
Arl%.ona Association of county librarians, 1995 ~ 1997

President, 1995
Arizona State Library Association, 1986-

Executive Board, 1996-
Lesislative Committee,~l~994~-__. _

centra! Arizona LibrarfCoOPerative, 1994~
President, 1995 -

DRA Users Group, President 1992-93
Software Development Advisory Committee, 1996­
Cataloging Interest Group, Chair, 1988-89.

Kirkwood Community College, Library Technician Education Advisory Board, 1980-8S
Iowa Library Association, 1977·1985

Resources &: Technical Services Section, Chair, 1983-84.
JOWl!OCLC Council Executive Board, 1980-83.
Iowa AACR-2 Implementation Committee, 1979--80.
Michigan Library Association, 1989 -1991
OCLC Users Council Alternate Delegate, 1990



August 15, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20054

Re: Large IXC Nominee for the USAC Board of Directors

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The undersigned companies nominate Mr. Donald T. Lynch as a director of the Board of the
Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) to represent large interexchange carriers:
Mr. Lynch is the Senior Vice President, Financial Operations and Local Markets, MCI
Communications. Mr. Lynch's biographical information is attached to this letter.

Thank you for this opportunity to nominate a member to the Board.

Sincerely,

AT&T

~~
Sprint

Attachment

cc: Mr. William Caton
Ms. Lori Wright

~'f~
Catherine R. Sloan
WorldCom, Inc.

eonard S. Sawicki
MCI



DONALD T. LYNCH, Senior Vice President, Financial Operations, MCI Telecommunications
Corporation

Don Lynch is senior vice president ofFinancial Operations for MCI Telecommunications
Corporation. In this capacity, Mr. Lynch is responsible for all financial transactions affecting
MCIT. His duties include managing MCIT's revenue operations, and controlling access and lease
network expenses incurred by the company. His duties include cultivating new business
opportunities, as well as gaining entry into the local markets. Mr. Lynch is also responsible for
maintaining MCl's business relationshi~ with all Local Exchange Carriers.

Mr. Lynch has been with MCI sixteen years,. Prior to joining MCI in 1981 as Senior Manager of
Revenue Accounting, he had a successful career with the accounting and management consulting
firm of Ernst and Whinney (now Ernst and Young). Don Lynch served as MCl's Director of
Accounting Services, and was named Vice President ofFinance and Administration of the
company's Southwest Division in 1985. More recently, Don served as Vice President of Carrier
Management, and networkMCI Financial Services. B.S., M.B.A. Canisus University.
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AUiUst 15, 1997

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W., Room 814-0101
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Please accept this letter of suppon for the nomination of Thomas W. Hertz for a position
on the Universal Service Administr~~,veffl,~ •.•• ~oard of Directors.

'I:'" t••"I t' .:. ,it,-
I serve as the Chairman ofthe.~~~~_q:~i~Jnc.("DTr') of Irene, South

=:o~.TI has cable opera~::!':!~:~~:~~~~uth Dakota, Iowa and

Mr. Hertz came to DrI in the &It.of:~~ • .In~!pdl.Mr. Hertz has been the
President and Chief Executive Officer C;;'~~;::D'I'I has acquired nineteen of its twenty­
six cable systems. In each of these tO~f~ca~upgraded operations to increase
customer choice and improve the technology. Construction is in progress for a
centralized head-end for centralized operations for many of these towns. Hybrid Fiber
Coaxial ("lIFC") systems are being installed in four towns this summer to provide
telephony to cable subscribers. Mr. Hertz provides the leadership qualities necessary to
guide the company through new growth.

Mr. Hertz is an excellent candidate for the position and will bring to the Board the
necessary telecommunication and cable knowledge. skills and background to be an
effective and contributing Board member.

Sincerely,

\l,f1~j J. Goeman
Chainnan

Enclosures

"ButfJlln, Tomorrow's TechnololY Today"
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August 15, 1997

(605) 263-3921

SD WArs 800-952-0004
MN AND LA WArs 800-239-7501

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.. Room 814-0101
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Please accept this letter of suppon for the nomination of Thomas W. Hertz for a position
on the Universal Service Administrative£ Board of Directors.-·h ,':.~ Z··, 'f&I:'" I,. 'II. i' 't· I t.·
I serve as the Chairman of the B~!si_~eDit.ilH!Jnc. ("Orr") of Irene. South
D~ota. DTI has cable operati~~#en~:~~~!f6'~Ui~outhDakota, Iowa and
Mmnesota. ;;:::!:!!~{;'t ....c l!!!~"ht.~m::.

Mr. Hertz came to DTI in the falLofd~-1' JnMYi!~"Mr. Hertz has been the
President and Chief Executive Officer ¢.~~;::o'I1 has acquired nineteen of its twenty­
six cable systems. In each of these to~~:~ot.t:upgraded operations to increase
customer choice and improve the technology. Construction is in progress for a
centralized head-end for centralized operations for many of these towns. Hybrid Fiber
Coaxial ("HFe") systems are being installed in four towns this summer to provide
telephony to cable subscribers. Mr. Hertz provides the leadership qualities necessary to
guide the company through new growth.

Mr. Hertz is an excellent candidate for the position and will bring to the Board the
necessary telecommunication and cable knowledge. skills and background to be an
effective and contributing Board member.

Sincerely.

~flD#:J J. Goeman
Chainnan

Enclosures

"Butldm, Tomorrow's TechnoloD Today"
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August 14, 1997

Reed E Hundt, Esq
Chairman, Federal Communlcations Commis~ion

1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

As the President of the Board of the Center for Telemedicine Law, I hereby nominate Donna
Hammack to serve on the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) Board of
Dii-ectors. She is responsible for the coordination oftelemedicine and tclchealth services for
Good Samaritan ~{ospital in Kearney, Nebraska, and is thus qualified to serve on the Board as a
representative tor nlra! health care providers. Her resume is attached.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter

~
.. lcercly, ,-.... n

'W
din David, Ph.~. P.E.. eeL

Attachment

cc: William Calon
Sheryl Todd



Home: 5 Camelo~ Way
Kearney, Nil 68847
(308) 236-7831

Donna X. Hammack

work: Good Samaritan Hospital rd.
Box 1810.-.­
Kearney, -:-N! 68849
(309) 865-2700

Relevan~ Experience:
DIRECTOR OP GRANTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS, Good Samaritan

Hospital Foundation, Kearney, Nebraska. (1989.present)
-Responsibility for helping develop programs which involve

seeking, applying tor and securing grant funds from state and
federal government sources, charitable, corporate, and
organizational foundations to provide monetary or in-kind support
for specified programmati~ and capital needs of Good Samaritan
Hospital, a 197-bed acut. care facility, or Richard H. Young
Hospital (an SO-bed psychiatric and chemical dependency
hospital) .

-Involves conducting research and networking activities with
community, medical or other professional gro~p5 to determine
need, programmatic direction and effective functioning of funded
programs.

-Works with a variety of short or long-term tasks, such as
rural networking with smaller communities outside of Kearney.

Prior Experience:
CONSULTANT for Good Sam~ritan Hospital Foundation (1988­

1989). Identified funding sources and developed grant proposals.
Assisted with physician recruiting.

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS INS~RUCTOR at the Univer.iey of
Nebraska at Kearney (1987-1989). Taught oral and written
communications Skills, including research techniques, memo and
letter writing, and career search activities.

Education:
M.S. in Education from the University of Nebraska at omaha.

B.S. in Engli~h from the University of Nebraska at ~incoln.

Presentations;
Governor'e Statewide Conference on Telecommunication.
Presentation on "Successful Rural Healt.h--Specialty Health
Ca.e Network: Providing Care Through Telecommunications."
Kea~ney on May 29, 1997.

The Nebraska Society for Clinical Laboratory Science and the
Clinical Laboratory Management Association. Working Together
As Partners for the Future. Presenter "Telern8dicine in a
Rural Environment." Omaha, Ne on May 7, 1997

American Telemedic1ne Association Second Annual Conference.
Chair for Telemedioine Project Reports. April 5, 1997.



Telemedicine: Gateway to the Future Conference. Presenter at
Conference in Kearney, NE on October 17, 1996.

Nebraska Rural Health Conference. IITelemeciicine: A New
Pathway for Rural consumers and Providers. II Presentation
in Kearney, NE on September 4, 1996.

Cicom. "Challenges to the Delivery of Health Care in Rural
America. II Presentation in Madrid, spain, on NOV. 30, 1995.

Catholic Managed Care Consortium. "Building Rural Health
Care Networks." Presentation at national meeting in Chicago,
Illinois on May 24, 1995.

Communities Can coalition. "Serving Children With
Disabilities in Rural Areae." Presentation at national
meeting in Naples, Florida, November 3, 19~4.

A Multi-Generat:ional View of Respite in Nebraska. "Adults
With Disabilities, Al~heimer's Disease or Other Functional
Limit.ationa," September 14, 1993.

Developing Your Grant Proposal. One day workshop at the
universi~y of Nebraska at Kearney, May 29, 1993.

Topical Symposia: "Serving Children with Special Health Care
Neeas in Rural Areas," presented at the National Rural
Health Association Conference in Kansas City, Missouri,
May 13, 1993.

Early Years: Children, Families and Communities
Conference, "Develop:i.ng a Continuum of Care for Families,"
Grand Island, Nebraska, March 26, 1993.

Second Annual Communities Can Campaign sponsored by
Georgetown University Child Development Center, lINetworking
Community Based Services in Kearney, II Seattle, Washington,
August 1-3, 1992.

CASSP Training Institutes on Developing Local Systems of
Care for Children and Adolescents with Severe Emotional
Disturbances, "Developing and Financing Services for
Children with Special Healthcare Needs," Breckenridge,
Colorado, July 18-22, 1992.

Nebraska Home Economics Associacion Annual Meeting, "An
Innovative Concept in Day Care," Kearney, NE, March 13,
1992.

Nebraska Council of School Aaministratore, "Communicat.ion
Counts, II Ramada Inn, Kearney, NE, March 20, 1991.



Mi.d-Winter Educational Conference. "Meeting Your
communi~yls Needs and Finding Funding," Grand Island and
Kearney, sprins 1990.

Communit.ies Can Campaign Conference, "Parent. Assistance
Network,ll Stowe Vermon.t, June 1990.

Nebraska Department of Social Services Respite Care Forum,
"Respite Care Task Force, " Lincoln, NE. December 7. 1990.

Tr1-cities United Way Agencies. "Developing Your Grant
proposal," Kearney, ME, November 1989.

Activities:
American Telemedicine Association (Member}

Center for TelemedicinQ Law (Board Member)

Governor's Council on Highway Safety (Soard Member)

President-Buffalo County Chapter of the American
Cancer society

University of Nebraska Community Relations Board Member
Committee

university of Nebraska College of Business and Technology
Advisory Board Member
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Center for Telemedicine Law
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. I Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339
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William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

, i' '1

August 14, 1997

.k _<I

Keith H. Fagan
Asscc,ate C;eneral Ccunsel

6560 ROCk S~rlng Drive
Be:resda. MD 2081 7

'eler;hcne 30121.1345;­
>'ax 301 21 J 7145

Telex 1973CO
irterrel "e,t', fagar@ccmsat.ccm

RE: Universal Service Administrator Advisory Committee: CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Caton:

In response to the FCC's Public Notice released August 1, 1997 in
the above-referenced docket, COMSAT Corporation, by its COMSAT World
System.s business unit ("COMSAT"), hereby nominates Robert A. Mansbach,
Senior Counsel, for a position on the Universal Service Administrator
Advisory Committee. In support of its nomination, COMSAT submits the
following information:

COMSAT, as an international satellite common carrier, will be
directly impacted by the Universal Service mechanisms that will be
established in the near future. Mr. Mansbach will actively
participate in good faith in the work of the Committee and will
represent the interests of COMSAT and other international carriers in
identifying a neutral third party that the Committee will recommend to
become the permanent Universal Service Administrator and in otherwise
fulfilling the objectives of the Committee.

Mr. Mansbach's address is COMSAT Corporation, 6560 Rock Spring
Drive, Bethesda, Maryland 20817. His telephone number is 301-214­
3459; the fax number is 301-214-7145. We request that you contact Mr.
Mansbach at the above address, if this nomination is successful.

Respectfully submitted
COMSAT Corporation
COMSAT World Systems

BY~P(,~,,,--
Keith'H} Fagan
Associate General Counsel
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

News media information 202 I 418-0500
Fax-On-Demand 202 I 418-2830

Internet nttp:/fwwwfcc.gov
ftp. fcc. gOY

Released: August I, 1997
DA Number: 97-1649

FCC REQUESTS NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSmp ON THE
UNIVERSAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR ADVISORY COl\1MITTEE

CC Docket 96-45

On May 8, 1997, the Commission released the Universal Service Order creating the
universal service support mechanisms that will provide support for designated services in
high cost, rural, and insular areas, for low-income consumers and rural health care
providers, and for discounts to eligible schools and libraries for telecommunications services.
In the Universal Service Order, the Commission also announced its intent to establish a
Universal Service Administrator Advisory Committee (Committee) to recommend a
permanent neutral, third-party administrator of the universal service support mechanisms.
See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Report and Order, CC Docket 96-45,
FCC-97-157 (released May 8, 1997). The Committee will be organized under the provisions
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C., App. 2 (1988) (FACA), and will
recommend a neutral, third-party administrator of the universal service support mechanisms
within six months of the Committee's fIrst meeting. The administrator of the support
mechanisms will be responsible for the duties that were assigned to the Universal Service
Administrative Company in Changes to the Board of Directors of the National Exchange
Carrier Association, Inc. and Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Report and
Order and Second Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45, FCC 97-253
(released July 18, 1997). The administrator of the support mechanisms will be appointed for
a fIve-year term. In addition, after the administrator has served for two years, the
Commission will review the administrator's performance to ensure that it is fulfilling its
respoItsibilities in an impartial manner.

The Committee will include representatives of: state public utility commissions;
school and library groups; rural health care providers; low-income consumers; and the
telecommunications industry. including wireless telecommunications carriers, incumbent local
exchange carriers - rural and non-rural, competitive local exchange carriers, interexchange
carriers, and private network operators. Because the Committee will include representatives
from the telecommunications industry, the states. and consumers, the Committee's
membership will be impartial and well balanced, as required by the FACA.

The Commission has directed that, in executing its responsibilities, the Committee
shall consider the following policy objectives: (1) quality services should be available at
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just, reasonable, and affordable rates; (2) access to advanced telecommunications and
information services should be provided in all regions of the Nation; (3) consumers in all
regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and those in rural, insular. and high
cost areas, should have access to telecommunications and infonnation services, including
interexchange services and advanced telecommunications and infonnation services, that are
reasonably comparable to those services provided in urban areas and that are available at
rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban areas; (4)
all providers of telecommunications services should make an equitable and nondiscriminatory
contribution to the preservation and advancement of universal service; (5) there should be
specific, predictable and sufficient Federal and State mechanisms to preserve and advance
universal service; (6) elementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care
providers, and libraries should have access to advanced telecommunications services; and (7)
the universal service support mechanisms and rules should be applied in a competitively
neutral manner.

The Committee must recommend an administrator that: (1) is neutral and impartial;
(2) does not advocate specific positions to the Commission in proceedings unrelated to the
administration of the universal service support mechanisms; (3) is not aligned or associated
with any particular telecommunications industry segment; and (4) does not have a direct
fmancial interest in the support mechanisms established by the Commission.

FORMATION OF THE ADVISORY C01\1MITfEE

A. Procedure for Establishing an Advisory Committee

The Commission may establish a Federal Advisory Committee only after consultation
with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and General Services Administration
(GSA) and the fl1ing of a charter with Congress. The Commission is preparing a charter and
will initiate the requisite consultation process prior to the formation of the Committee.

B. Participants

The Commission must be satisfied that it has attained fairly balanced membership on
the Committee. Entities may apply for, or nominate another entity for, membership on the
Committee. Each application or nomination must include:

. (a) the name and title of the applicant or nominee and a description of the interests
that the applicant or nominee will represent;
(b) tile applicant's or nominee's mailing address, e-mail address (where applicable),
telepboDe number, and facsimile machine number;
(c) evideDce that the applicant or nominee is authorized to represent parties related to
the interests the applicant or nominee proposes to represent;
(d) the reasons why the applicant or nominee is an interested party; and
(e) a written commianent that the applicant or nominee shall actively participate in
good faith in the objectives of the Committee.

Nominations must be submitted by August 22, 1997. After receiving nominations, the

2
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Commission will select the members and the Chairman of the Comminee.

C. Agenda

The Committee's first meeting should take place within 90 days after approval of the
Committee's chaner. At this initial meeting, the Committee will begin the process of
identifying a neutral, third-pany that the Committee will recommend to become the
pennanent universal service administrator; such recommendation shall be made to the
Commission in writing no later than 180 days from the initial meeting of the Committee.

D. Meetings and Compensation

The Federal Communications Commission will provide facilities needed to conduct
the meetings, if the Commission has meeting facilities available. Otherwise, private sector
members of the Committee will provide facilities. Members of the Committee will serve
without any government compensation, and will not be entitled to travel expenses or per
diem subsistence allowances. Members will not be considered special government employees
for any purpose.

F. Record of Meetings

As required by FACA, the Committee will keep a record of meeting minutes, and a
Designated Federal Official will be present at all Committee meetings. This record of the
minutes will be placed in CC Docket 96-45. The Commission will announce Committee
meetings in the Federal Register. These meetings will be open to the public.

CONCLUSION

Nominations must be submitted by August 22, 1997. Original applications and
nominations andime copy should be sent to the Office of the Secretary, CC Docket No. 96­
45 Federal CommunicatIOns CoIiiiifBston, Room 222, 1919 M. Street. NW, Washington. DC
20554. An additional copy should be sent to the Sheryl Todd, Federal Communications
Commission, Universal Service Branch, CC Docket No. 9645, 8th Floor, 2100 M. Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20554. Parties should send one copy of their applications and
nominations to the Commission's copy contractor, International Transcription Service, Inc.,
1231 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Applications and nommations will be
available for public inspection during regular business hours in the Commission's Reference
Center. Room 239, 1919 M. St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.

For funher information penaining to membership on the Committee, contact:

Frances Downey, (202) 418-7371.

-FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION-

3
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Benton Foundation
August 18, 1997
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Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20544

Subject: Letter of Support for the Nomination of Ellis Jacobs for
Universal Service Administrator Advisory Committee and the
Board of Directors of the
Universal Service Administration Company

Dear Chairman Hundt,

Pursuant to the Commission's request for nominations for membership on the
Universal Service Administration Advisory Committee ("USAAC") and on
the Board of Directors of the Universal Service Administration Company
("USAC"), the Benton Foundation strongly supports the nomination of Ellis
Jacobs, council for the Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition.

Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition is a community organization based in a
low-income African American neighborhood in the City of Dayton,
Montgomery County, Ohio. The organization is a nonprofit corporation
dedicated to improving economic opportunity and the quality of life for
residents of the Edgemont neighborhood. Edgemont operates an urban
gardening project, a storefront office, and "Edgenet," a community computer
center. Edgemont has been an active participant in the Commission's
universal service proceedings. Edgemont has long been concerned with
utility matters and since 1993 has intervened in all telephone cases before the
Ohio Public Utilities Commission (PUCO) involving Montgomery County.
Edgemont has also filed Comments in PUCO dockets regarding disconnection
and local competition.

Mr. Jacobs represents low income community organizations in
telecommunications proceedings before the Ohio Public Commission and the
FCC. He also chairs both the Ohio Community Computing Center Network,
which administers the Ameritech Settlement Community Computing Friends,
and the Universal Service Assistance Advisory Committee, which oversees a
telephone lifeline program in Ohio.

16;3-t Ey" :-itre"t '\W W'bltillgton DC 10006
'(plephone 101 ();,13 ,-,-"0 Fax 1016;313 :,""1

Email hellloll@henton.llI'~ "'"r!,IWi,I"W"h www.henton.or?,



Reed Hundt, Chairman
Page 2
August 11, 1997

Benton and Mr. Jacobs have worked together on several occasions. Both have been active
participants in Common Carrier Docket # 96-45. Benton and Mr. Jacobs have worked most
closely concerning Commission rules on Lifeline eligibility. We suggested, and the Commission
adopted, non-participating state eligibility criteria based on existing assistance programs. Mr.
Jacobs led breakout discussion meetings at the Benton and National Telecommunications and
Information Administration co-sponsored Up For Grabs conference held in June 1996. The
conference brought togther Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure Assistance
Program grant winners, other local-level practitioners, policymakers, and industry representatives
to discuss implementation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the ability of the marketplace
to meet the needs of communities, and other communications issues vital to the public interest.
Earlier this year, Mr. Jacobs was also part of the Benton delegation to the Global Knowledge '97
conference sponsored by the World Bank.

Benton, a nonpartisan, private foundation committed to strengthening public interest efforts in
shaping the emerging National Information Infrastructure, believes that communications in the
public interest, including the effort to connect all Americans to basic communications systems, is
essential to a strong democracy. Over the past two years, the Benton Foundation has
commissioned a number of research papers on the subject of universal service and now hosts the
World Wide Web's most comprehensive library of universal service and access documents.

It has been our pleasure to work with Mr. Jacobs thoughout this time. His skills, experience, and
dedication to the issues facing low-income consumers make him a superb candidate for USAAC
and the Board of Directors of USAC. Benton strongly endorses Mr. Jacobs' nomination and
pledges our support in any responsibilities his appointment may entail.

Sincerely,
;-/. L-

.~ < __ I '--.../.

Larry Kifkman
Benton Foundation

Cc: Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission
Lori Wright
Sheryl Todd


