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August 20, 1997

Sincerely,

I have read several ne~vs regarding "Telephone Systems" in the Terri
tory of American Samoa.

Your favorable consideration about this matter will be greatly
appreciated.

Now, therefore I am strongly recommended to voice my personal opinnion
as a citizen of American Samoa that I want to lower our rates NOW,
and wi thout further delay in reference "Common Carrier Docket 96.:11:. /
and DA No. 97-1628" ~

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

I am a local consumer since I returned (retired) to American Samoa
in the early part of 1965 to date. Now, I have some experience
when the illnerican Samoa Fund for the Puglic Interest as publicized
in the Samoa Newspaper locally ~vhich is the majority of the population
of American Samoa are very cloudy and plurred about the local regula
tions the the Director of Communication (Aleki Sene) monopolized the
management of our local telephone systems.

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

NATURAL CHILDREN:
Michael Lemanu (m)
Jean S. Vasaolealofisa (t)
Esther Ma'opuolealofiamoa (t)
Janet Sinasa'umane (t)
Faafetai Ligoligo (m)
Collen Lauli'i (f)
Diego Faresa (m)
Dean Rusk (David) (m)
Thomas Stafford (Eliu) (m)
Ricbard Tinoitili (m)
Clarence Kuresa (m)
Adeline Feto'ia'isamoa (t)

~CHILDREN;

Justine Liliokalani (f)
Michael Jr. (m)
Tanya Saini Malaetele (f)
Jeffery Faafetai (m)
Benjamin Faafetai (m)
David Tamali'i (m)
Mathew Tinoifili (m)
Yvanna Fogavai (t)
Maria Saini (1)
Yvette Fuakoko (t)
David (Dean) Junior (m)
Jolm Jolm (m)
Douglas David (m)
Isaiah Eliu (m)
Faresa loane (m)
Thomas Pupualii (m)

PARENTS;
Mr. Leasau L.K Eseroma
Mrs. Meresaini K Eseroma

GREAIG&lm PARENTS;
Eseroma Seuga Paopao
Vasaolealofisa M. Moliga

Muamua Laie Mulitauaopele
Vaiuoletupu Utu loelu Sifoa

~'/L~
L SAD K. ESEROHA
Private Citizen.

GlGREAT~PARENTS;
Soup PaoPao
Su'enuu Poloai

cc: Anlerican Samoa Fund for Public Interest.

Laie Asuelu
Salome Tufele
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Martin D. McCarthy * P.O. Box 6407; Pago Pago, American Samoa * 97699

August 26, 1997

Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Common Carrier Docket 96-61 and DA No. 97-1628
Long distance telephone rates in American Samoa

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Recently it has come to the attention of the public here in American Samoa that the
American Samoa Government Office of Communications has been refusing to comply
with an FCC order dated 30 July 1997 requiring the Office of Communications to
integrate and lower all long distance rates to domestic mainland levels by August 1, 1997.
Obviously, that deadline has come and gone and their has been no movement on the part
of ASG Communications to integrate, or to even agree in principal to a lowering of
telephone long distance rates in the near futlJr~

As a consumer of long distance telephone service to the US mainland, I would like to
voice my support for a Federal Communications Commission direct order requiring the
ASG to commence the FCC mandated integration immediately. This is especially urgent if
it is truly the case that the ASG presently subsidizes non-telecommunications related
programs (like retirement funds and government construction projects) with the monies
generated by us long distance telephone subscribers. There is no need to tell YOU that
this is ILLEGAL under federal telecommunications law. (Sorry, I did it anyway). It is
also a stiff "hidden tax" born by telephone users and not the general populace which is
unfair.

Please do whatever it takes to force the ASG to comply with the requirements of federal
communications law and your administrative rules. Guam has done it, why can't we?

Respectfully submitted,

(:/:
1)1 c<At:'-:- ,I !

/1 ' I
:1 'i ",'
it V \

Martin McCarthy
American Samoa
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V H Stanley & Associates
PO Box 282 Pago Pago Telephone: 684·688-2290
American Samoa 96799 Facsimile: 684-688-2291

August 20, 1997

Honourable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Reference: '"Common Carrier Docket 96-61 & DA no. 97-1628"

Dear Honourable Hundt:

I learned from local newspapers that we (consumers) are eligible for lower telephone
rates. Our rates are very high. Also, I learned that your committee is reviewing options
for lowering telephone charges from American Samoa. Reviews are mention in the above
reference documents.

Therefore, I support FCC involvement in lowering the rates now and withoutfurther
delay.

Office of Communications never informed us about the 1996 FCC Order on lowering
long distance telephone rates for American Samoa. Office of Communications does not
want to lower the rate because they are using excess funds for non communications
related projects.

I request that the FCC protect the American Samoa consumer from unnecessary and
unrelated telephone charges as currently charge by American Samoa Government Office
of Communications.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

,
Victor H. Stanley
Senior Consultant

o
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