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Dear Ms. Keeney,

This is to request expeditious handling of petitions in the maller of Extenued
Local Calling Service between Bell Atlantic's Honaker Exchange in the Roanoke LATA
and GTE's Richlands Exchange in the Bluefield, West Virginia IMA. The citizens of
these communities have complied with all applicable Federal ancl State Statutes amI
Regulations regarding the provisioning of this service and GTE has iniplemented the
service from Richlands to IIonaker, while Bcll Atlantic is still awaiting action from the
FCC with regard to it's request for LATA boundary relief. Since GTE bcgan oLTering the
toll-free service to it's customers in Richlands (July '96), customers in Honaker and
Tazewell have approved the same service arrangement, which GTE plans to implemcnt ill
August of 1997.

There is no apparent compelling reason for the denial of Bell Atlantic's request
for waiver in this instance and this situation is patently discriminatory in its effect on tbe
Bell Atlantic customers in the Honaker Exchange. It has the additional effect of
impeding the communication essential to commerce between these two communities,
who arc so interdepcndcnt in the important arcas of Ilcalth Care, Education,
Employment, Retail Trade and General Commerce.

I urge you to consider the effect of continued denial of these - and other petitions
in like instances- on the every-day lives of the customers who have chosen to approve
these initiatives on behalf of their communities.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this very important matter.
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