
DOCKEr ALE COpy ORIGINAL
BEFORE THE

Federal Communications Commission
WASHINGTON,D.C.20554

In the Matter of

Implementation of Section 703(e)
of the Telecommunications Act
of 1996

Amendment of The Commission's Rules
and Policies Governing Pole
Attachments

CS Docket No. 97-151

COMMENTS OF AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER SERVICE CORPORATION,
COMMONWEALTH EDISON CO., DUKE ENERGY CO. AND FLORIDA POWER &

LIGHT CO. IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

American Electric Power Service Corp., Commonwealth

Edison Co., Duke Power Co., and Florida Power & Light Co. (the

"Electric Utilities"), through their undersigned counsel and

pursuant to Section 1.46(b) of the rules and regulations of the

Federal Communications Commission (herein the "Commission"),

hereby submit their comments in support of the Motion for

Extension of Time in the above-captioned proceeding filed on

October 6, 1997 by the United States Telephone Association

("USTA") and Carolina Power & Light, et al. (the "Electric

Utilities Coalition") .

On October 6, 1997, USTA and the Electric Utility

Coalition requested an extension of time for filing reply
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comments in the above-captioned proceeding. Among the reasons

presented by USTA and the Electric Utility Coalition in support

of their request were the complexity of the issues raised by the

Commission in the current rulemaking and the further discussion

by commenting parties of issues that were previously raised in CS

Docket 97-981/ regarding pre-2001 pole attachment rates.

The Electric Utilities agree that the matters presented

in the comments submitted in this rulemaking were more expansive

and complex than originally anticipated. In addition, the

Commission adopted a short timeframe for developing and

submitting reply comments.

The Electric Utilities are sensitive to the statutory

deadlines that the Commission is facing with regards to

establishing pole attachment rate regulations for

telecommunications carriers. However, the motion only involves

an extension of the date to file reply comments and is limited to

two weeks. Granting the extension of time will increase the

ability of the commenting parties to present a clear and complete

analysis of the issues before them.

1/ In the Matter of Amendment of Rules and Policies Governing
Pole Attachments, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CS Docket No.
97-98, released March 14, 1997 (referred to herein as the "Pre
2001 NPRM") .
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For the foregoing reasons, the Electric Utilities

respectfully request that the Commission grant an extension of

time as requested by USTA and the Electric Utility Coalition.

Respectfully submitted,

AEP POWER SERVICE CORPORATION
COMMONWEALTH EDISON CO.
DUKE ENERGY CO.
FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT CO .
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By:~,;/~~~~~¥--L.a':;;::"--~~2~"""'!!Iloo":::./:""'-:~
Shirley~uJlmoto
Christine M. Gill
Thomas J. Navin
Catherine M. Krupka

Their Attorneys
MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY
1850 K Street, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202)778-8282

October 7, 1997
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby Certify that on this 7th day of October, 1997,

I caused true and correct copies of the Comments in Support of

the Motion for Extension of Time to be served via hand delivery

on:

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Meredith J. Jones, Chief
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, N.W.
9th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Elizabeth Beaty, Chief
Financial Analysis and Compliance Division
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, N.W.
9th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

John Logan, Deputy Chief
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, N.W.
9th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Margaret Egler
Financial Analysis and Compliance Division
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, N.W.
9th Floor
Washington, DC 20554

International Transcription Services, Inc.
2100 M Street, N.W.
Suite 140
Washington, D.C. 20037

Catherine M. Krupka


