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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATION ISS%
Washington, D. Syi k) f?(}f3

In the Matter of

MM Docket No. 97-188
RM-9137

Amendment of Section 73.202
FM Table of Assignments
(Macon, Mississippi)

To: Chief, Policy and Rules Division

COMMENTS

Colon Johnston ("Johnston") by counsel, pursuant to Section
1.415 of the Commission’s Rules, herewith submits his comments in
response to the Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (DA
97-1846) released August 29, 1997. In accordance with his
Petition for Rulemaking, filed June 23, 1997, Johnston
respectfully requests that the Commission assign FM Channel 244C2
to Walnut Grove, Mississippi, in lieu of the proposed assignment
of Channel 244 to Macon, Mississippi, thereby amending Section
73.202 of the Commission’s Rules, FM Table of Assignment, as

follows:

City Channel No.
Walnut Grove, 244C2
Mississippi

In support whereof the following is shown:
1. As reflected in his Petition for Rulemaking, filed June

23, 1997, the requested assignment of FM Channel 244C2 to Walnut
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Grove, Mississippi, can be made in full compliance with all
applicable minimum mileage separation and other technical
requirements under the Commission’s Rules, including city
coverage requirements. Further, the requested assignment can be
made without requiring any changes or substitutions in the FM
Table of Assignments and without conflict to any other known
proposed rulemaking.

2. In accordance with Commission Rules, inasmuch as the
proposed allocation of Channel 244A to Macon, Mississippi, is
mutually exclusive with Johnston’s proposal to allot Channel
244C2 to Walnut Grove, Mississippi, Johnston’s Petition for
Rulemaking must be treated as a counterproposal in the instant
proceeding.

3. As reflected in the attached technical exhibit, prepared
by Olvie E. Sisk, Jr., neither the assignment of Channel 244A to
Macon, Mississippi, nor the assignment of Channel 244C2 to Walnut
Grove, Mississippi, would result in the provision of a first or
second aural service to currently unserved area or population.
Furthermore, neither Macon, Mississippi, nor Walnut Grove,
Mississippi, currently has any local transmission outlet.
Therefore, the adoption of either proposal would result in the
provision of a first local service. Accordingly, no selection can
be made between the two proposals based upon categories 1-3 of

the Commission’s FM allocation criteria. Revision of FM

Assignment Policies and Procedures, 90 FCC2d 88, 92 (1988).




4. While of the two communities Macon, Mississippi, has the
greater population, Channel 244 may only be assigned to Macon,
Mississippi, as a Class A assignment, while Channel 244 may be
assigned to Walnut Grove, Mississippi, as a Class C2 assignment,
resulting in a more efficient use of the available spectrum.

As reflected in the attached technical exhibit, utilizing the
reference coordinates for each proposal, when the maximum service
for Channel 244A at Macon, Mississippi, is compared to the
maximum service for Channel 244C2 at Walnut Grove, Mississippi,
it is evident that implementing the proposal advanced by Johnston
would result in service to 6.55 times the population that could
receive service, were the proposal to allot Channel 244A to Macon
implemented. In that regard, while the assignment of Channel 244A
to Macon, Mississippi, would provide service to a population of
16,500, the assignment of Channel 244C2 to Walnut Grove,
Mississippi, would provide service to a population of 108,057.
Accordingly, the assignment of Channel 244 to Walnut Grove,
Mississippi, as a Class C2 assignment, would represent a more
efficient use of the available spectrum.

5. Furthermore, it must be emphasized that the Commission
previously assigned and subsequently deleted Channel 261A to
Macon, Mississippi, due to lack of utilization. Likewise, Macon
was formerly served by an AM facility, WMBC on 1400 kHz, which
was relocated, premised upon the community’s inability to support
it. The ability to provide a wide area service, through the

implementation of Johnston’s proposal for Walnut Grove, would



permit a station licensed on Channel 244C2 to derive revenue
throughout a 5-6 county area, thereby better assuring the
economic viability of the proposed station. See Exhibit 3 to the
Allocation Study appended to Johnston’s June 23, 1997 Petition
for Rulemaking.

6. Inasmuch as neither proposal would provide a first or
second aural service and both would provide a first local
service, selection between the two competing proposals for
utilization of Channel 244 must be based on other factors. In
that regard, while Macon has a larger population than Walnut
Grove, this factor is clearly outweighed by the fact that Channel
244 may be assigned to Walnut Grove as a Class C2 Channel.

Thus, not only will the allotment of Channel 244 as a Class C2 at
Walnut Grove, Mississippi, permit utilization of the frequency as
a wide area service, thus representing a more efficient
utilization of the available frequency under 47 USC 307(b)
through the provision of service to a significantly greater area
and population, it also would increase the economic viability
and, thus, the longevity of the proposed station.

7. Johnston hereby reiterates his pledge that, upon
issuance of an order, implementing the requested assignment of
Channel 244C2 at Walnut Grove, Mississippi, he will promptly
prepare and file the necessary application for construction
permit with the Commission and, having obtained authorization to

do so, will promptly construct the facilities requested.



8. Therefore, inasmuch as the requested allocation of
Channel 244C2 to Walnut Grove, Mississippi, would allow for
provision of first local service to the proposed community and
would permit the more efficient utilization of the frequency at
issue, Johnston urges the Commission to assign Channel 244C2 to
Walnut Grove, Mississippi, as requested.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, the Commission should
amend Section 73.202 of its Rules by allocating FM Channel 244C2

to Walnut Grove, Mississippi.

Respectfully Submitted,

COLON JOH

Timothy K. Brady
His Attorney

P.O. Box 986

Brentwood, TN 37027-0986

(615) 371-9367

October 20, 1997
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Engineering report for Walnut Grove, Mississippi

This study has been conducted to determine the amount of people served from
a proposal from Macon, Ms., and a proposal at Walnut Grove, Ms. The proposal at
Macon, Ms., is for a Class A at the following 33-07-25 and 88-36-34. These are the
coordinates used for the proposed rule making for Macon, Ms. At these coordinates
and with a maximum facility with a Class A, 16,500 people would receive service. This
area now receives service from more than twenty radio stations that can be determined
from Exhibit 2. The proposal for Walnut Grove, Ms., is at the following coordinates,
which is the coordinates proposed in the allocation study. The coordinates are 32-42-50
and 89-23-48. Using these coordinates and the maximum facility allowed for a Class
C 2, the proposal would cover 108,057 people, which is 6.5 times more people, in
percentage 694% more people that would receive service from Walnut Grove. Walnut
Grove is also served by at least twenty radio stations and an examination of Exhibit 3
would demonstrate this. The following is a key used to make this study.
Exhibit 1. This projects the two contours of the proposed station.
Exhibit 2. This shows the projected 60dmu contour for the Macon stations and the

stations covering the area.

Exhibit 3. This shows the projected 60dbu contour for Walnut Grove and the stations
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covering that area.

Exhibit 4. This shows the tabulation of the 60dbu contour for Macon.

Exhibit 5. This shows the tabulation of the 60dbu contour for Walnut Grove.

Oh. Ed3l

Olvie E. Sisk
Sisk Engineering Inc.
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Call Sign
Coordinates
Sig. Str. (dBu
Frequency {(MHz
Down Tilt
HAAT

Elev Hght
ERP

Ln Lss
Status
City,
ARN
Format
Licensee
Population

ST

Brg HAAT Dst

(mt) (Km)
0 92 27.4
5 91 27.2
10 88 26.9
15 87 26.7
2 89 27.0
25 90 27.2
30 91 27.3
35 92 27.5
40 95 27.9
45 95 27.9
50 95 27.9
55 9¢ 28.0
60 97 28.1
65 97 28.1
70 98 28.3
15 89 28.4
80 99 28.5
85 100 28.6

)
)
(deqg) :
(m) :
(m) :
(kw) :
TX power (watts):
Filter Loss (dB):
(dB/30m) :

Proposed

33-07-25
.000
96.7000
.00
100

€0

58

6.00C
6000
0.00
0.00

: App

!

N

Unknown or New CP

16548 persons

Brg HAAT Dst

(mt)

(Km)

Com
88-36-34 W
AMST (m)
Tower Hght (m)
Gain (dB)
Noise Loss (dB)
Line Length (m):
Class
Brg HAAT Dst
(mt) (Km)
180 101 28.5
185 103 28.8
190 103 28.8
195 101 28.5
200 102 28.6
205 101 28.¢6
210 98 28.2
215 90 27.2
220 82 26.2
225 81 26.1
230 87 26.8
235 87 26.8
240 95 27.9
245 g5 27.9
250 93 27.7
255 96 28.1
26C 95 28.0
265 93 27.7
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EXHIBIT 4

164

106

0.00

0.00

0.00
: A
Brg HAAT

(mt)

270 102
275 100
280 97
285 95
2390 99
295 104
300 104
305 107
310 107
315 106
320 105
325 101
330 98
335 85
340 91
345 89
350 90
355 90
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Call Sign
Coordinates

Sig. Str. (dBu):
Frequency (MHz):
Down Tilt (deg):
HAAT

Elev Hght {m
ERP KW
TX power (kw
Filter Loss(dB
Ln Lss (dB/30m
Status

City, 8T

ARN

Format

Licensee
Population

Brg HAAT Dst

(mt)

(m) :

(Km)

N O NdOOE 1IN OUNDOBWwoeon

)
b
y: 5C
)2
I

Froposed
32-42-5C N 89-23-48 W

6C

.000
96.7000
0.00
150

130

&0

.000

0.00
.00
App

’

AMSL (m) :
Tower Hght {(m):

Gain (dB) :
Ncise Loss (dB):
Line Length {m):

Class

Unknown or New CP

persons
Dst Brg HAAT Dst
(Km) (mt) (Km}
50.4 180 141 50.6
50.2 185 141 50.6
49.8 190 146 51.3
49,1 195 148 51.5
48.6 200 152 52.0
49,3 2C5 153 52,2
4.3 210 150 51.8
4.8 215 150 51.9
50,2 220 154 52.4
5.5 225 156 52.6
50.2 230 159 53.0
50.0 235 157 52.8
50.2 240 158 52.9
49.7 245 159 53.1
49.5 250 158 53.0
50.8 255 157 52.9
50.4 260 166 54.0
49,7 265 171 54.6

108057
Brg HARAT
(mt)

a0 138
5 136
100 133
105 128
11¢ 124
115 129
iz 133
125 134
130 137
135 139
140 137
145 13¢
150 138
155 134
160 132
165 142
170 139
175 134

50.

EXHIBIT 5
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o
Brg HAAT

(mt)

270 170
275 169
280 167
285 160
290 15
295 157
300 155
305 153
310 149
315 153
320 158
325 162
330 1lel
335 158
340 156
345 153
35 141
355 143
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Timothy K. Brady, hereby certify that I have, this

lfok—day of October, 1997, served a copy of the foregoing

Comments by First Class mail, postage prepaid upon the following:

Ruben C. Hughes, President
Team Broadcasting Co., Inc.
561 Golden Avenue

Mobile, AL 36617

=

imothy K. Brady }



