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RE: MM Docket No. 97-217 EX PARTE PRESENTATION

Dear Mr. Caton:

On November 5, 1997, representatives of the Catholic Television Network
met with Charles Dziedzic, Michael Jacobs, and David Roberts of the Mass Media
Bureau to discuss the issues identified on the enclosed presentation. Present at
the meeting were:

Monsignor Michael J. Dempsey, President of Catholic Television Network;
Marilyn Hummel, Director of Instructional Television for the Diocese of St.

Louis;
Michael Lavery, Administrative Director of Instructional Television for the

Archidiocese of New York;
Michael McGee, Director of Archbishop Sheen Center for Communications of

the Diocese of Dallas;
David G. Moore, Executive Director of Communications of the Archdiocese

of Los Angeles;
Michael P. O'Leary, General Manager of Telicare, the Television Center of

the Diocese of Rockville Center;
Robert W. Denny, P.E., President of Denny & Associates, P.C.;
William D. Wallace, Crowell & Moring LLP; and,
Robert D. Primosch, Wilkinson Barker Knauer & Quinn.

In addition to the arguments identified on the enclosure, there was a
discussion of the economic concerns affecting the existing and future need for
educators to use technology for distance learning and the corresponding need for
increased use of ITFS spectrum for instructional purposes. The parties also
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discussed the possibility of resolving CTN's concerns regarding the need to avoid
interference from "upstream" transmissions into ITFS receive sites by realigning
the ITFS and MDS frequency allocations to provide a separate block of frequencies
dedicated to such "upstream" transmissions. The procedural implications of a
proposal for realignment on this rulemaking were also discussed.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's Rules, an original and
one copy of this letter are being submitted for inclusion in the file referenced
above.

Respectfully submitted,

W~
William D. Wallace ".,

Enclosure

cc: Charles Dziedzic
Michael Jacobs
David Roberts
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I. WHAT IS THE CATHOLIC TELEVISION NE1WORK?

A CTN is an association eX 18 Hanan Catholic Ardtdioooses and Dioreses, whim. hold
licenses in the InstmdiOllal Television Fixed Service f'ITFS').

B. CTN members are Arclulioreses and Dioooses throughout the United States, including
the San Francisoo Bay Area, Baiton, Brooklyn, Chimgo, Dallas, Detroit, La; Angeles,
New Yock, Orange, Orlando, RodMlle Centre, San Bernardino, Youngstown, Butfalo,
St. Louis, and Widtita.

c. Eam. CTN member operates an aaredited dioresan smool system and is the lioonsee cL
one <r nn-e ITFS stations serving that smool system. .

D. CTN members serve over 550,000 students, and ream. 9 million households with home
servires.

Catholic Televisim Netwo.-k
November 6, 1997
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II. CTN AGREES GENERALLY WITH THE GOALS OF THE NPRM.

A MDS and ITFS lioonsees should be pennitted to use the sped;rum for two-way
transmissims.

B. The oonfiguration eX two-way transmission systems will vary market by market;
therefore, the rnIes adopted in this proooeding should provide sufficient flexibility for
lioonsees within eam market to develop two-way services whim meet their needs.

c. Use cI. ITFS and MOS frequencies ftr two-way transmissims will require oooperative
efforts, and ITFS lioonsees must participate in those decisions.

D. Instructimal servires must be absolutely protected from hannfuI interferenoo arising
frmt upstream transmissions.

Cathdic Televisimt Netwtrk
November 0, 1997
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ill. WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS OF CTN?

A The wireless cable industry did not oonsult with CTN m- its members regarding the
propaials in the Petition for Rulemaking. The ronrerns fI these ITFS educators were
not taken into aanmt in the Petition.

B. The Petition and propased rules in the NPRM represent a radiml restructuring fI the
operation fI ITFS facilities with only limited tedmiml studies having been perf<rmed
and presented to the industry.

c. Installation cI multiple boo§ter stations and thousands cI respmse stations would
create a high risk cI hannful interferenre to ITFS rereive sites, with limited
opJ,Xriunity for prim- review cI proposals.

Catbmc Televisimt Netwmk
November 6, 1997



D. The "oollularization" ofITFSlMDS in specific markets may have the engineering
impact of. precluding the growth of. ITFS.

E. The pI."OJ)aied rules would enhanoo the mpadty and servioos available on ITFS
facilities - there should be a proportionate increase for instru<tional servioos.

F. Participatiw in an integrated, "oollularized' system by ITFS statiws may result in
la;s of. identity of. ITFS statims and frequencies unless adequate safeguards are
provided.

Cathdic Televisicm Netwm-k
November 6, 1997
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·W. ITFS FACILITIES MUST BE PROTECTED FROM HARMFUL
INTERFERENCE.

A The FCC currently uses frequency separati<n to proted downstream ITFS
transmissions fnnt upstream response transmissions.

B. Petiti<ners propose authmizati<n fer aHDannel and adjaoont-dumnel two-way
transmissi<ns if 45 dB and 0 dB DIU signal ratio; at ITFS reooive sites are
demwstrated.

C. CTN's initial engineering review cI the Petitimers' propasaI indimtes that geographic
separati<n will be required in many mses to proted ITFS receive sites fro:n
interferenoo mused by nmltiple response statim transmissi<ns, resulting in potentially
inefficient ooverage.

Cathdic Television Netwmit
November 6, 1997



D. There are alternatives whim may provide greater proted:ion fran interferenoo and
more eftiaent frequency use, e.g.:

1. Restrict upstream transmissions to dtannels 1, 2 and 2A and 125 kHz response
mannels.

2. Authorize upstream transmissions in 2500 - 2686 MHz band only on a serondary
basis.

3. Require 6 MHz guard bands ftr all upstream transmissions.

E. ITFS reooive sites must also be prote<ted ftun "brute f<roo" overload ftun any
respmse transmissim.

Catldic Televisi<D Netwmk
November 0, 1997
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v. INSTRUCTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ITFS MUST BE
ENHANCED.

A For thirty years, the Cmnmission has preserved the ITFS spectmm for instructional
use, and many CTN members have invested substantial resouroos into educational
uses fA. this spectrum.

B. Edualtm"s today have intteasing needs for rost-effective tedmologies to team. nxre
students.

c. A (Dllprehensive distanoo learning system fA. interactive video and data servioos would
help edUaltm"s adapt to the growing relianoo fA. society and edumtion on ready a<mss
to infmmatim.

Cathdic TelevisiOl Netwm-k
November 6, 1997



D. As digital tedmology enhances the uses fA ITFS spe<trum, there should be a
proportionate ina-ease in mannel paths available for instmc:tional services.

1. The Petitioners propose retaining the 20-hour per channel per week
progrannning minimum (plus 20 hour rempture requirement) whim was adopted
for one-way, analog distribution systems.

2. The COlluussim must oonsider how to enhanoo the instmc:tional use mITFS
frequencies operating with digital. tedmology to meet the future needs cI.
edumt<rs.

3. In exdtange for ina-eased mpacity and ItD"e flexible uses, ITFS and wireless
cable operat<rs should be enrouraged to provide a proJXrlionate increase in
instmc:tional use mITFS spectrum.

Catbdic TelevisiOl Netwcrk
November 5, 1997



VI. THE AUTONOMY OF ITFS MUST BE MAINTAINED.

A The proposed rules rontemplate that ITFS and MDS faalities would operate within an
integrated system to permit subdlannels, superdtannels, and shared transmissim and
receive faalities.

1. It may not be feasible, based on interference roncenlS, for an individual ITFS or
MDS operator to "turn around' any fi its frequenaes independently; therefore,
smne form of integrated system would be required. However, even in such a
system, ITFS entities must remain in rontrol fi ITFS licenses and bandwidth.

2. In a "cellularized' envinDment, ITFS rontrol over broadcast and rontent must be
maintained.

3. Neither the Petitim nm" the NPRM explm-es in detail the impad; fi "shared
facilities" on licensee respmsibilities andlm" autOl1<nJy cI faalities. ITFS
sped;rum must be specific and independent. ITFS equivalents of existing
sped;rum assignments must be maintained.

Cathdic Televisim Network
November 6, 1997



B. Propaied two-way transmissim systems require a substantial amount cI equipment,
including multiple signal booster stations, response station hubs, and subscriber
respwse statims.

1. As non<U:DtDercial entities, educational ITFS lirensees generally cannot afford to
install the crnlplete system planned by wireless cable operators.

2. However, ITFS operators need aaESS to the equipment neoossary to operate their
statims.

3. The C<nmJi.ssion should safeguard ITFS a<m8S to equipment in the event cI
axnrnemal failure of the wireless mble system, e.g., through a first optioo to buy
equipment for ITFS entities, ... establishment cI esa-ow acrounts or performance
bonds fm- a period cI time.

Catbdic Televisim Netwcrk
November 0, 1997
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