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'Thi.s ,,111. confira the information transferred during our
meeting in Room 1A at NOrDulDdie c~urt this a:fternoon.

1. I outJ.lned the history ot Liberty's licensing activity aDd
the ori9in ot the erroneous 1.ntormatJ.on contained in the
initial filings. I explained why Liberty did not wish to
make ClUy substantidl modifications WhiCh COUld possibly
interrupt the licensing-'Process. I ~lso explained 'the
ra.tione.le for choosing secondary addresses for the hub
sites, so that new pa:ths could be added without
i.nterrupting the p~ess1nq tor the eo.rlier s1.tes.

We c11scussed the concerns raised by Da.ve Popkin ot New
Jersey :sell ADd you said you were fGmiliar vith him. and
his activities. -'--,

X brought ~ll of our tiles to No~4ie so that copies
could be made of items you c1id no~ have. It developed that
you did not nave the FCC llcenses, .so we checked the STC
reconcilia.tion zneDK)S agdnst the documents you have and
~ound that· you do indeed have CO,o~nat1on anc:l engineering
data which match those in the STC f1J.es.

we recommend that the FCC licenses (which have been "lost"
dt Liberty dt least three times) be conso11d4ted by adding
copies to your fCC related. files.

we found you hael information frOll Comsearch that STe did
not have. ..

J: confirmed that ell o~ Liberty·s licenses a.re under the
PCC Private Microwa.ve Rules and are for "paths· and not.
tor transmitting aD<1 rec~v.1ng sites, as is the practice
under the FCC C01Dlllercia1 communications ltules.

". 1: exp1e.i.ned. our philosophy that the .r~red modi..f:;ations
for most paths shoUl~ be a "Cleanup" oper~n, ~~h
would take into ooDsic1eration new site identiticaeion
(eliminating the "temporary" JIlultiple addresses), i.new
elevation, antenna size an(1 power levels and inclUde a
72-channel coordination.
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As you are aware, recoordination is not reqUired tor minor
changes, but is required tor adding frequencies.
Similarly, modification filings for minor changes can be
done by letter. Detdils should be checked with your
attorney with each case.

We· recommend that. the mocU:t1catioD e1.1minate the two
separate addresses at Normaradie and Brlstol, provide the
new elevations Where new antenna 1oce:t.ions have been
chosen, lU1d add the adCUtional cb4nnels to make a full
complement of 72. erhese mod1flcations can be made to an
existing license Without a1:tecting processing on e. new
license application. .

5. !.Qu said you vUl check your "list of buildings" ag-dust
"-ale intormation you now have o.nd let. us know whether there
is any adCUtional data we can prOVide frOlll our files.

6. I explained the STC process 01: coordination anel license
applicCltlolls, Which varied in accordance with time
availability and cost f~ctors.

In all cases, S'rC suppli8'1 Comsearch with the engineering
data (see a.ttached form) from which they devel.oped their
frequency interference study and the resulting
coordination information. eomsearch advised us of any
potentio.l conflicts and. we authorized thea to proceed or
not, depending on the degree of conflict. comsearch then
distributod PCNta.

_ In the earlier stages, STC prepared a.11. E"CC applicCltioD
material, including enq1neer.lng exhibits and sketches, and
submitte<1 them to Pepper & corGZzlni.

At a. ~ater d.ate r Comsearch vas Asked to prepare the
engineering exhib1ts and torwdrd them. to Pepper &
cora.zzini. STC provided the missing information by phone
and fax, so tha.t the staff 01: Pepper.& Corazzlni could
expeditiously complete the forms for Liberty's signature.

As we cliscussed., there are many yc.ys to carry out t:he
process. We rec~wnmeDc1 thllt yOll review the cost. of
engineerinq exhibit preparation with comseareh, for it may
be more cost-effective to .1nclude it with the coordi
nation. We strongly recomaend that you continue 1:0 use 4
W8.shington-~sed attorney for sublDittal and follow-up.

As agreed to by Liberty, respons1bi1ity tor trCC app11ca.t.ions
and licensi.ng under the rules and regulations are now trans
terred. trom sore to your office.

GOod luck!
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CODs~ruc~ioD and opera~ioD

o~ New H1crowave Pa~hs

Mr. Bruce McKinnon
Liberty Cable Co., Inc.
30 Rockefeller Plaza
Suite 3026
New York, riY 1.0020

Re:

-

Dear Bruce:

-

Behrooz Nourain and I have had several discussions recently
regarding when it is permissible for Liberty to construct and
operate new ~icrowave paths and stations, and when it is not •

.So~e things were revealed-during these conversations that gave
both Behrooz and I pause. In order to ensure that everything
Liberty does is in strict accordance with the rules, and to
ensure that your competitors are given no ammunition against you,
I am writing this letter to detail the parameters within which
construction and operation of new paths and new stations is
permissible.

First, there is a difference between construction and
operation. An 18 GHz system can be constructed or modified at
any time. However, operation of the new system, or operation of
the system as modified, cannot commence until the authorization·
is in hand. Thus, when Liberty decides to serve a new building
from a transmitter that is already part of a licensed 18 GHz
system, the equipment necessary to serve the new building can be
erected prior to grant of the modification application that adds
the new microwave path. However, the new microwave path cannot
be activated, and cannot be used to serve the residents of the
new building with video programming, until the modified
authorization is granted.

-
The time it takes the FCC to process new station and

modification applications varies. Right now, the Microwave
Branch is processing new station applications in 60-90 days.
Modification applications take more time to process, somewhere
around 90-120 days. These time periods are computed from the
date upon which the FCC receives the application. Because of the
lengthy processing time for modifications, the FCC says it will
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grant STA' s (special temporary authority to operate) when a
modification application has been pending for.more than 90 days.

The 60-90-120 days it takes for the FCC to process an
application does not take into consideration the month it takes
Behrooz, Comsearch and myself to prepare the application. Thus,
Liberty's business plans should allow for the following: For new
stations, allow for at least 90 days from your initial decision
to construct a new transmitter before operations can begin; For
modifications, allow for at least 120 days from your decision to
add a new microwave path before operations can begin. Of course,
construction of either type of station can begin as soon as the
decision is made, but operation is only permissible when the FCC
has granted you authorization to do so.

If Liberty is desperate to begin operation of a station,
either new or modified, and grant of the underlying application
is pending, let me know and we can apply for an STA. If you have
constructed a new station or new path and want to test the
equipment, you can request the use of Hughes' Experimental
License. I believe Liberty has used the Experimental License in
the past. As you may know, some private cable operators were
using Hughes' Experimental License to serve subscribers while
their station applications were pending. Hughes feels this
behavior is in contravention of its authority under the license,
and for this reason, Hughes is reluctant to permit operators the
use of the Experimental License except in rare circumstances. If
you would like to obtain the use of Hughes' Experimental License
for specific paths, we should discuss it further.

If you have any questions or concerns relatinq to tne
foregoing, don't hesitate to contact me.

cc: Mr. Behrooz Nourain

YOU:k~~
ennirr L. ~ichter, Esq.


