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The New Hope Switchboard Association, T/A New Hope Telephone Company, files
this certification statement pursuant to the Federal Communications Commis
sion (FCC) Report and Order, CC Docket 9645, released May 8, 1997, Section
VII, paragraph 310. In the May 8, 1997 order, the FCC stated that a carrier
"must notify the Commission and its state commission that for purposes of
universal seravice support determinations, it meets the Section 3(37)
definition of a nrral carrier."

Section 3(37) of the 1997 Telecommunications Act (the "Act") defines a "rural
telephone company" as:

a local exchange carrier operating entity to the extent that such entity-
(A) provides common carrier service to any local exchange carrier

study area that does not include either--
(i) any incorporated place of 10,000 inhabitants or more,

or any part thereof, based on the most recently
available population statistics of the Bureau of
the Census; or

(ii) any territory, incorporated or unincorporated,
included in an urbanized area, as defined by the
Bureau of the Census as of August 10, 1993;

(B) provides telephone exchange service, including exchange access,
to fewer than 50,000 access lines;

(C) prOVides telephone exchange service to any local exchange carrier
study area with fewer than 100,000 access lines; or

(D) has less than 15 percent of its access lines in communities of
more than 50,000 on the date of enactment of the Telecommunica
tions Act of 1996.

I, K. L. Chapman, Jr., hereby certify that the New Hope Telephone Company,
0239 Study Area Number, with headquarters at P. O. Box 38, New Hope, Virginia,
and providing local exchange service to approximately 875 access lines in the
state of Virginia, is a nrral telephone company, as that term is defined in
Section 3(37) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, since it provides
telephone exchange service, iIlcluding exchange access, to fewer than 50,000
access lines.

The Company is therefore a rural carrier as defined by Section 3(37) of the
Act, for purposes of the universal service support determination.

New Hope Telephone ~elephone Company
~L~a_.,-~,
K. L. Chapman, Jr
President
P. O. Box 38, New Hope,

December 3, 1997



~hdt of ~tUt ~ trstl!
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CN500
TRENTON NJ 08625-0500

CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN

Governor
LEO KLAGHOLZ

Commissioner

December 4, 1997

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

RE: CC 96-45
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On Wednesday, December 3, 1997, I called Irene Flannery to discuss allowing state purchasing
contracts to qualify under the existing contracts currently being considered for the proceeding
related to implementation of the Universal Service Fund. Ms. Flannery stated that I should
confirm our conversation in writing.

New Jersey has a comprehensive Request For Proposals (RFP) process that is conducted by the
New Jersey Department of Treasury. This RFP process results in state contracts for many of
items that are the allowable expenditures from the Universal Service Fund. Allowing the use of
these state contracts, regardless of the date that they are signed, would streamline school and
library participation in the Universal Service Fund.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Should you need additional information, I can be
reached at 609-984-1644 or via e-mail at:jstaplet@doe.state.nj.us.

Sincerely,

9~a. ~~
{~/u1ia·A. Stapleton

Director
Office of Educational Technology

~~SA. Richard Metzger 0
Irene Flannery
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