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Ari Fitzgerald, Esquire
Legal Advisor to
Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW - Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald:

A delegation of representatives of Sky Station International, Inc., headed
by General Haig and other officials of the company, would very much like to meet with
Chairman Kennard and you on either Thursday, December 18, or Friday, December 19,
about pending matters before the FCC that will determine the timing and outcome of this
extraordinarily promising service. We would be available at the following times on
those dates:

Thursday, December 18, except between 2-2:30 and not after 4:00
Friday, December 19, from 2:00 on

SSI's breakthrough service and technology ideas were first formally
presented to the Commission in March, 1996; the Commission adopted the
47.2-48.2 GHz allocation for global stratospheric and other services on May 2, 1997,
and the global stratospheric service was given strong endorsement at WRC'97, thanks in
important measure to the efforts of the FCC, other representatives of the United States
government and other governments around the world. However, progress toward
implementing the remarkable potential of global stratospheric services has slowed
because the Commission needs to take three steps before they 2can be launched.

First, petitions for reconsideration with respect to the allocation decision
were filed, and that matter continues to be pending. It needs to be resolved. Second. :A..
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the FCC must issue a notice of proposed rule making and then adopt rules with respect
to the service requirements for global stratospheric services. This should be a relatively
simple step of short duration, but it needs to be initiated promptly. Third, the
Commission must establish a schedule and conduct auctions for 47.2 to 48.2 GHz
spectrum. This spectrum, unfortunately, was not included in the list of 1998 auctions
released by the Commission on November 25. The Commission should correct this
omission. The Commission's Wireless Bureau staff has been most cooperative in
working on these matters, and we believe that they are poised to support Commission
action on them. However, many outstanding matters are vying for the Commission's
attention.

The purpose of the requested meeting is for General Haig and other
members of the Sky Station team to explain to the Chairman and his staff the important
public policy benefits of this innovative new service, particularly in terms of adding new
competition in the United States, making new services available here and in
underdeveloped countries around the world and making it possible for an American
developed technology to compete on a worldwide basis.

We look forward to hearing from you about scheduling our meeting.

Sincerely,

Jo

P. S. This letter is being sent at the request 0

cc: ET Docket 94-124
Mr. John Cimko
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