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Advanced Television Systems
and Their Impact upon the
Existing Television Broadcast
Service

In the Matter of

To: The Commission

WABASH RESPONSE TO EXPARTE FILINGS
ADDRESSING DIGITAL TV ALLOTMENTS

Wabash Valley Broadcasting Corporation ("Wabash"), the licensee ofTelevision Station

WTHI-TV, Terre Haute, Indiana, by its attorneys, hereby responds to the Commission's request

for comments on the recent ex parte filing by the Association for Maximum Service

Broadcasters, Inc. ("MSTV") relating to the above-referenced proceedingY

The Commission assigned WTHI-DT an operating power of 819.3 kW when it released

the DTV Table of Allotments.Y MSTV proposes to reduce WTHI-DT's operating power to 799

kW, decreasing the station's service replication. MSTV, in its ex parte filing, characterizes this

as an "improvement."J.I

1/ FCC Public Notice, FCC Seeks Comment on Filings Addressing Digital TV
Allotments (reI. Dec. 2, 1997).

Y Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing Television
Broadcast Service, Sixth Report and Order, MM Docket No. 87-268, 7 CR 994, 1017-19 (P&F)
(April 22, 1997)

Y MSTV Ex Parte Submission at 8.
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Under the Commission's proposed Table, WTHI-DTwould already experience a

significant reduction in its market share of served population. Wabash thus cannot fathom how

MSTV considers a further reduction ofWTHI-DT's market share to be an "improvement."

While making no comment on the matter of what entity might benefit from this proposal (and

thus would consider it an improvement), or on any other aspect ofMSTV's proposal, Wabash

hereby opposes the proposed reduction in the DTV operating power ofWTHI-DT as that would

further decrease the station's market share of served population below that of its current NTSC

servIce.

Respectfully submitted,
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