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Notice of Oral Ex Parte Presentations in CC Docket No. 96-45.

January 7, 1998

Please enter this memorandum in the rulemaking record in CC Docket No. 96-45
regarding the Commission's Universal Service rules. This memorandum outlines disclosures
of congressional staff contacts that may have been substantial and intended to affect the
ultimate decision in the above proceeding.

On December 3, 1997, I participated in a briefmg for Senate Commerce Committee
Majority and Minority Staff. I recall that staff representing Senators McCain, Stevens,
Kerrey, Brownback, Ford, Rockefeller, Hollings, Daschle, Breaux and others were in
attendance. During the briefing, several congressional staff members recommended that the
Commission adjust the levels of the caps for schools and libraries and rural health care
universal service mechanisms to gradually phase in the levels of the cap. Several staffers
also suggested that the Commission delay the commencement of the federal universal service
mechanisms adopted by the Commission in its May 8, 1997 Universal Service Order and to
consider whether to order interexchange carriers to recover universal service contributions
through a rate bundled with interexchange service rates.

Between December 2 and December 19, 1997, I was called and/or visited by
congressional staff from the offices of Senators Hollings, Stevens and Kerrey about one or
more of the issues raised during the December 2, 1997 Commission staff briefing before the
Senate Commerce Committee. I also received calls during this period from majority and
minority committee staffers specifically urging the Commission to delay commencement of
the federal universal service mechanisms and to consider ordering interexchange carriers to
recover universal service contribution through a rate bundled with interexchange service
rates.


