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Washington, DC 2000S
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Marie T. Breslin
Director
Government Relations - FCC

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

January 12, 1998

EX PARTE

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED

JAN 121998

F£DaW. C8IlMINICATION6 COMMISSIOw
OFFICE Of THE SECRETARY

Re: CC Docket No. 96-128, Pay Telephone Compensation

Dear Ms. Salas:

On January 9, 1998, I met with Rose Crellin and Craig Stroup of the Common
Carrier Bureau. The purpose of the meeting was to respond to staff questions concerning
Bell Atlantic's plans for 1) offering Flex ANI as an optional feature of its Feature Group
D access service tariffs and 2) recovering Flex ANI costs from payphone service
providers (PSPs), as required by the Payphone Reconsideration Order.

I explained that Bell Atlantic plans to make a minor language modification to its
Feature Group D access service offering to state that when a customer requests Flex ANI
for the purpose of complying with the FCC's payphone regulations, the non-recurring
tariffed charges will not apply. Flex ANI has been, and will continue to be, offered as an
unbundled, optional feature of Feature Group D service.

Bell Atlantic confirmed that 100% of the payphone lines served by the 7
jurisdictions that comprised the pre-merged Bell Atlantic region are Flex ANI capable.
The New York and New England Telephone Companies, d/b/a Bell Atlantic, will have at
least 50% of their independent payphone customer lines Flex ANI capable by January 31,
and 100% of the lines capable of delivering this feature by the end of February, 1998.

All customers of Bell Atlantic's access services were advised of the general
availability of Flex ANI, at no charge when ordered for compliance with the payphone
per call compensation rules, in writing on December 17, 1997. The letter also described
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the procedures carriers should follow for ordering the feature and the associated service
provisioning intervals. To date, no carrier has placed an access service request order with
Bell Atlantic for Flex ANI.

We also discussed the Payphone Reconsideration Order's requirement that any
costs associated with providing payphone-specific ANI digits to carriers (i.e., Flex ANI)
be recovered from PSPs. Bell Atlantic clarified for the staff that all costs associated with
ubiquitous deployment of Flex ANI, to comply with this federal mandate, are non
recurring in nature. Bell Atlantic anticipates recovering these extraordinary, one time
costs under a new federal tariff element. This federal PSP "payphone identification" rate
element would be billed monthly, on a per line basis, to all PSPs (LEC affiliates and
independents)on a nondiscriminatory basis. Because the costs of Flex ANI are all non
recurring, Bell Atlantic expects that this PSP "payphone information identification" rate
element would be phased out after some FCC prescribed recovery period, similar to the
method approved by the FCC for recovery of equal access non-recurring costs.

Please call me if you have any questions concerning this meeting. Please include
a copy of this correspondence in the public record of the above-captioned proceeding.

Sincerely,

fIl.~~

J. Muleta
B. Spangler
R. Crellin
C. Stroup


