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I also ask. t.hat you view the hazards with yourself and your loved
ones in mind. Thank you for this opportunity to voice a ooncern of
the Newtown Township's Environmental Committee on Radiation.

{prepared statement of Ms. Siberski foUowc:] !
. !

~

so means sharing infonnation openly outside the inner circles. The
general public needs an explanation about health implication ass0
ciated with this type radiation.

With too little information. people remain confused because
health practitioners lack. "ital information to ad~·.ise in this enigma.
For sundrY reasons. research information has not filtered into
proper fields; one being local health care providers.

As a result., individuals seeking attention are devoid of relief
sinoe 1)0 supportive evidence permits treatment to relieve sufferers
frQID subtle or even harsh effects.

Daily, everyone is forced to bathe in a pool of ambient radiation
from CB, emergency, AM/FM radio, T.V., radar, satellite up and
down links. air flight guidance, powerlines. and military applica
tions. No one can see or touch electromagnetic fields, but we know
now that nonionizing radiation is an invisible fact of life.

Persons allergic to electricity state a recognition of biological dis
turbances which stress the bodily systems. Until practicing health
care personalities accept the environmental significance of radio
~uency radiation and electromagnetic fields from powerlines and
electronic products, misdiagnoses in many cases will continue to
occur.

No treatment is rendered since lack of understanding in this
issue prevails. People sensitive in electromagnetic fields must
knovr.ingly or unknO\1loingJy accept a violation of their person since
some scientific data has not been openly shared. Important data
was not available to practicing professionals.

Until subtle effects are openly discussed to the understanding of
a lay person. many suffering individuals will be deprived of expect
ed quality of life. At this time, no consideration is given to an invis
ible catalyst,. nonionizing radiation, as an effect on finite. units of
the body.

The files of the U.S. EnvironmenUil Protection Agency and Fed
eral Communications Commission hold oomplaints from individuals
across the country who questioned sensitivity to manmade radi-·
ation in the atmosphere.

In 1980, the World Health Organization listed radio frequencies
and microwaves as the sixteenth Environmental Health Criteria.
Extreme low frequency is thirty-fifth. This health related matter
has not been publicized. Why?

As a nonscientist. I recognize a need for extending research out.
side the controlled laboratory into actual fields of life. Total fre
quency identification is n~. Serious consideration to this
manmade radiation from a multitude of sources must be prime in
this hearing.

Powerlines must not be singled; other usen; share in this serious
concern. The entire frequency spectrum must be oonsidered as it
exists in the en"ironmenl today.

I respectfully request that you oonsider this information gatlr
end at this h4!aring. and continue the interest by fll'St raising the
priority level of this issue in the Environmental Protection Agency.
00 not abandon or set this important impacting issue aside.
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So, I am not-l really would say that I think that our industry
has failed mL~rably at this point.

i\ir. KOSTMATER. Given what we know, what minimal infonna·
lion would you have the Federal Government. proTide in the fonn
of public service announcements, or pampWets. or brochures. to
citizens'?

If you could tell the citizens of this country something about this,
and recognizing that we have to do it. in a brief, and succinct, and
clear fashion. be<:ause that is what public education is, I suppose.
what do you think we could tell them at this point without alann
lug them needlessly, and yet letting them know enough?

Ms. AU.&N. Well, I would tell them that there is a lot of concern
about this. and that there are certain studies that have been done.
and that seem to have been done quite well, and here are what the
studies are, and here is what they mean in simple language.

Then I would tell them that here are some things that you can
do. if you feel that it is a minimal concern. then all you might do is
stand 4 feet away from ~-our microwa"'e, and stand at least 3 or 4
feet away from your tele....ision, and depending upon what 'you de
termine the studies show. how you want to use OUT electric bla&lket,
and those $Orts of things.

But you alro might tell people that if they really were concerned
about it that they might do other things. They might-I, for in·
stance, after doing this research. I changed the ~-ay that electric
power is brought i.nto my home. and I got rid of my electric blan"
ket, and--

Mr. KOOTMA'I"ER. You didn't gel rid of your teleYision though?
[Laughter.]
Ms. AUEN. No. but 1 certainly make sure that mv children sil

';-eD' far from the television, and: of course. aU of us have done that
for years for various rea..c:ons, but just in using applianc~, people at
home don't realize how much of an electromagnetic field is thrown
ofT by the appliances u~,

So, people should know this, and then they can make their own
decisions.

Mr. KOSTMAYEil. How did you change your lifestyle for you and
your family in your OWn home? Can you tell me what you .did?

Ms. All.EN. Yes. We used some appliances a lot less, and I moved
docks from around the bed stands of roJ children. 1 ju..c;t wanted t.o
make sure that we kept it at as low a level as we CQuld without
truly changing our lifestyles greatly. but the big thing was bring
ing the electric power into my home.

Mr. KOSTMAYER. Did you rewire yOUT home?
M..<:. ALLEN, Yes, we did.
Mr. KOSTMAn:R. I am not a scientist or a electrician, or a jouzo.

nalist.
[Laughter.]
Mr. KOSTMAYlnl. How did you rewire?
Ms. ALLEN. Well, I had the power brought in underground in·

stead of coming in overhead. The power was initially brought into
my home when electric power rust came into being. because my
home is 200 years old. and so tire way it was brought in, you know.
when I finally measured th~ electromagnetic fields in my home.
they were very high in the a~.a wbere it was coming in.
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And 5eyeral rooms, including one bedroom, were extremely high.
and that made me ...·eT)· nervous when I looked at the Savitz Study
from Den"-er, and some of these other studies.

So. 1 had them change it. and they brought it in underground,
and we had all the latest technolog)-, and the)" dug the hole e:t·
tremely deepl)'. and they cov-ered the wires, and there still is a elec
tromagnetic field as it comes in, but it is about one-tenth of what it
was.

Mr. KOSTMAYER. And there are distribution lines Qutside of your
home.. or you IiH~ so far out that they are further away? Is that a
problem with the distribution lines?

Ms. ALLEN. WeU, the distribution lines are now unde~und and
the high transmission lines are not that close to my home.

Mr, KOSTMAYER. Well, thank you very much for your testimony.
Ms. Vucanovich, do you have any questions?

Ms. VUCANOVICH. Yes, I do, and thank you, Mr. Chairman. I
think that this whole i..~ue is exciting, and I have decided that 1
am going to stop ironing.

[Laughter,J
Mr. KttSTMAYER. That is a great s<'lccifice.
[Laughter.I
Ms, VUCAl"O..... JCH. But I think it .1$ a new-l think it is new. and I

think that we art> ~taT"ting to hear a lot about it, and one newspa,
per in Reno, Nevada, had an article in yesterday's paper that
powerlines pose real dangers to real people.

And I congratulate the chairman for having this hearing, and.
you know, I think we are still a long way from knov.ing what it
means, but I live not far from here in the Di..c;trict.. veT)' close to Old
Town, and I noticed reall)· just in the last 2 months that there
have been artides about. what this means and so forth, and I think
that the older home:- are more of a danger.

I was nol able to hear even-one's testimony. but I have read
yours, Mrs, Siberski. and I was' just curious. You are a dental h)'
gienist. Do J"OU use au)' equipment in }'our work that poses prob
lems for you, oc exposes you, or .your patients to these problems?

Ms. SIBERSKJ. Only in x-rays. and ionizing radiation is x-ra)""5, a.nd
it is not ionizing rudiation that we ar'." talking about1r/ov;. y.,re are
t.."l1king about nonionizing. In my work, the dentist would be using
the white lights, which is the spectrum. and )'OU would have-any
of the electrical equipment, that would be nonionizing radiation,
and that would create a field.

Anything that is in-the video displa.r units. and the computers,
and anything of that S<) would be nonionizing radiation. All of our
electrical gadgetry and technology is nonionizing radiation, and

. that ~ ~hy this is such a complicated issue.
nus IS why in looking at it that most people do realize how

much we are depend upon the spectrum, and it is a defini~ double
edged sword. All of your diagnostic equipment in the hospitals has
electromagnetic radiation, and they found that shielding is neces
sary for these electromagnetic fields.

T.here .is no sh.ielding for the human body. We could shield the
helicopters and In procedures that Congress has talked about in
the newspapers. and I recall that, but I am not talking as an expert
now. I am talkin~ about the understanding that I have read.
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There is so much about this that is multifa~ted. and so many
disciplines that have to come in and anS\Ver the questions. and
since I have been involved in this for 10 years, I have spoken \nth
the Em-ironmental P.otection Agency many. many times.

Yll When Rick ~was at the head of the Em:ironmental Protection
/ Agency in Las Vegas, we would make it a point to meet with him,

and it was Panl Wagner who basically said that it "'"as probably
due to the high transmi..<>sion lines and let's bring this out to the
general public.

We could see the high transmL~ion lines, and we could see the
lines connected. and Vie cannot see. or touch, or feel-and some
people definitely can feel and recognize electromagnetic fields.

As a matter of fact, one citizen of the United States went to He
lins!ci and was diagnosed by Dr. Canava as being defmitely allergic
to electricity. It was then suggested that she go to Great Sphere
Hospital in England to be treated..

She moved from Virginia to North Carolin~ and she has repeat
edly sent letters to her legislator and to other people, and tT};ng to
get recognition to this problem of the electromagnetic radiation,
and its health risks on the general public.

I personally wrote a letter to President George Bush, and the re
sponse came from William .J. Canary. :'\1)" letter was sent by his
office to the Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA said it is
a basic low priority item.

The copy of the letter indicates that there are so many other pre
ferred tQpics and issues that we are dealing with that this one is
basically a low priority issue item. This is an issue that is subim
pacting financially, as well as health wL~, and this hearing is abso
lut.ely one of t.he most important hearings in oTdeT to get this infor
mation to the general public.

Ms. VUCANOVICH. Thank you. I was going to ask Mr. De Vito-I
understand your concerns about the proposed transmission lines in
Middletown, since of course this comes through your town without
any benefit to )"OU. but unless every community has its own gener
ating plant, thege transmission lines-if we are going to ha..·e elec
tricity. I suppose that those are importanL

What is }'our feeling on that? I mean. what is your comment on
that? Unless each community did have their own powerplant, what
would you do?

Mr. DE VITO" Well, we are not as a rule and as a citit.enry
against progress, or against electricit)-, but there are alternatives

.in our particular case that we are hoping that are resolved that
way in court, and eventually will be the settlement of the future,
and that is. underground lines. •

And we have been told by the power companies- that it is such an
expense, and the feeling of the people is that we are going to ha..-e
the expense passed to us any way, and so whether it is five times
more, or ten tUnes more. the people would be willing to pay what
ever it is goi~ to be.

There has l() be alternatives, in terms of getting the pov.·erlines
away from residential areas and away from schools. and that sort
of thing, and as 1 have mentioned previously, a historic district des
ignated by tbe State.
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We don't believe that those alternatives: have been explored, and
the other issue that has come out of the litigation in Middletown is
alro the need issue. Powerlines inevitably will-and it will be the
premise that this is the future power needs of the next few years,
and we seriously question that.

And 1 think that wh~n you get into a litigation situation, and
where there is discovery on both sides, and you find out sometimes
that what we need is not as necessary as one believes. So. these are
things that you don·t find out unless .you fight. and unles.... you get
into court, and these are the types of thir.gs that we in i\Iiddleto-w-n
have found out.

Ms. VUCAl'lO"-ICH. Thank you very much, and I thank the panel,
and I thank the chairman.

Mr. K05TMA\"£R. I thank the young lady from Nevada, and I
thank you for appearing before the subcommittee this morning and
for your testimon}- regarding this important issue.

Panel No.2. Mr. Chris Dodge, a S~alist in Biological Sciences
at the Congressional Research &!rvice. the Library of Congress; Ms.
Karen Larsen, Senior Anal)·st. The Office of Technolog)- Assess
ment; and Professor M. Granger Morgan, chair for the department
of engineering and public policy at Carnegie :Mellon University_
Welcome. Mr. Dodge. would )"ou lik~ to ~n?

PA1\EL CONSISTING OF CHRISTOPHER DODGE SPEClALiST IN BI
OLOGICAL SCIEl'CES. CONGRESSIONAL RESE:\RCH SERVICE.
LlBIURY OF COJ'GRESS: KAREN LARSEN. SE~lOR A~ALYST.
OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSl\lENT; AND M. GRANGER
l'tIORGAN, HE.... D OF TilE DEPARTME:-;T OF ENGI~EERI':--;G AND
PUBLlCPOLICY .'T CARNEGIE MELLO~ lJ~IYEItSITY

Mr. DoDGE. Yes. thank you. I am Christopher Dodge. and I am
'Vtith the Congressional Research Serdce, The Library of Congress.
I come at this issue from a rather unique position. I have a person
al interest. in the field, but in addition to that, 1 cover environmen
tal health science concerns for the Congressional Research Service.

So.] will try to restrict my comments to my peTSpective as a CRS
emplo)o·ee. I have been tracking the biological and health effects of
electromagnetic fields since 1962. and have continued to do so over
the la.lq. 4 or 5 years.

About 2 years ago. under the editorship of Andrew Marino, el al.,
a book called Perspectives in Modern Bio-Electricity was published,
and in that book was a chapter "\\oTitten by Dr. Mikhail Shandala,
in which he reviewed the Eastern European and Soviet. Literature
on the biological efTeds of electromagnetic fields.

What ] would like to do for the subcommittee is to summarize.
some of the oonclusions that came out of the study. so that we can
compare what he had to say against some of the issues that some
of the people in our research communih. seew to be concernedwith. "J

First., I think. it is important to point out that. the Soviet and
.East European oountries ha\'e been studying this issue for about 50
years. The first paper that 1 am aware of came out in 1932 by a
gentleman by the name of Turlygin, and since then there has ~n
a proliferation of research into the subject.
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