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Subject:

Sshmfic <SshmfiC@aol.com>
A4.A4(FCCINFO)
1/24/98 11 :20pm
Telecommunications Act of 1996

I think I'll call your 800/888 number from a pay phone a couple million
times....
Can you stand that? What's $600,000.00 to the FCC in general anyway, or....
WHAT? You don't HAVE an 800/888 number?......weill guess it won't cost you
people anything, will it?
I'm am a simple small businessperson who is of the opinion you should have
formulated to Act to charge the long distance companies with the incoming
calls from 800/888 numbers and equally charge the local calls to the monopoly
we here in Greenville, S.C. refer to as BellSouth. It was clear in a recent
ruling that Bellsouth was not allowed to become a long-distance carrier
because they had not demonstrated any effort at all to de-monopolize, as
defined in your previous rulings. Now it seems Bellsouth, who operates 68% of
the pay phones in my area, now must hook into more big bucks, with the
blessings of the FCC. I wish just once MY lobbyist had the federal power to
convince one of you to say BellSouth made 48% more net profit last year than
the national average. Why? Because they have no competition! Nothing makes
me madder than to call them up, and at the end of a conversation, say "Thank
you for choosing BeIlSouth".
I did not choose them and it's the FCC's fault I have no choice.
Maybe its time to move to the Justice Department for a ruling on what I
thought was federal law concerning monopolies. Is there some sort of statute
of limitations you people are waiting for to expire? I say it is your mandate
to take charge of this absurdity and, if nothing else, investigate this
matter. Even the integrity of the FCC is in question when local and state
judges have overridden the FCC ruling in the matter. Under no circumstances
should that ever occur. FCC jurisdiction in this matter seems to have been
undermined, and if I were FCC director, I would be on this as hard as An
wants my long-distance business back.

By the way, had anyone thought of the intangible costs my government will now
incur on themselves because of this part of the Act? Did the FCC realize at
the beginning of the author's writing of the Act exactly how many 800/888
numbers that belong to the taxpaying public? I think not. Maybe the
Government Services Administration might have done well to be notified of this
prOVision of the Act, to at least ponder the economic results of $.30 per call
on the national budget.

I will also relate to whoever takes interest in this issue that I have never
written, E-mailed, or called upon any government agency before in my life.
This is not as much a money issue as an issue of principle. It is a lot of
money to someone else. though, and I feel they should not be handed this
money without at least an opinion from a common citizen who simply feels that
when they do finally get their way, it's much like winning the national
lottery.

Sincerely,

Steve Miller
Greenville,S.C.
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The 30 cent surcharge from payphones to call toll free numbers is a disgrace!
As a frequent business traveler, I rely on the use of payphones to be in
touch. I will be greatly affected by this law and I am distressed by the FCC's
lack of concern for the end user- the public who you are supposed to look out
for.
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Surcharge
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From: "Timothy F. Rogers" <Vltimr@earthlink.nePQCl<ErFILECOPYORIGlNAL \ f\~
To: A4.A4(FCCINFO) ) \ r
Date: 1/24/98 11 :30pm (1\ f\

Subject: Fcc Charges for Pay Phones V\\Y
To Whom it may concern,

I think that the Government has enough money!
The buisness that I'm In rely's on the use of Pay phones and adding a
surcharge will hurt me greatly!
THank You For your time.
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