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January 27, 1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte
IB Docket 96-261
International Settlement Rates

Dear Ms. Salas:

From November 7 to 9, 1997, Commissioner Susan Ness and Regina Keeney, Peter Pappas,
Kathy O'Brien and Jeanne Gellman of the Commission's International Bureau participated in
a conference, hosted by the Annenberg Center of the University of Southern California in Los
Angeles, that focused on international settlement rate reform. The conference brought
together senior government officials and telecommunications regulators from around the world
as well as representatives of multilateral institutions, academia and the private sector.
Specifically, the topics discussed included: (a) the methodology for calculating benchmark
settlement rates; (b) the impact of settlement rate reform on developing countries; and (c)
prospects of reaching a satisfactory multilateral agreement on settlement rate reform sufficient
to cause the Commission to refrain from enforcing the benchmarks. In addition to the five
Commission representatives listed above, the conference participants were:

Ambassador Vonya McCann, U.S. Dept. of State
Carlos Braga, World Bank
Luc Veron, BC
Paul Verhoef, Cabinet of Commissioner Martin Bangemann, BC
Juanita Gana Quiroz, Undersecretary of Telecommunications, Chile
Leonardo Mena Coronel, Chief of Staff, Undersecretary of Telecommunications, Chile
Del Reo Newman, Deputy Director General, Office of Utilities Regulation, Jamaica
Carlos Casasus, Comision Federal de Telecomunicaciones, Mexico
Napi Maepa, Chairman, South African Telecom Regulatory Authority
Anthony Wong, Director General, Telecommunications Authority, Hong Kong



Justice S.S. Sodhi, Chairperson, Telecommunications Regulatory Authority of India
Junichiro Miyazaki, Counselor of Economics, Embassy of Japan
Leong Keng Thai, Director General, Telecommunications Authority of Singapore
Ng Cher Keng, Director (Policy), Telecommunications Authority of Singapore
Prof. Arnbock, Chair, OPTA, Netherlands
Laszlo Berzsenyi, Director, Communications Secretariat, Hungary
Naum S. Marder, First Vice Chairman, State Committee for Communications

and Information of the Russian Federation
Yuri G. Grin, PhD, Deputy Director General, State Committee for Communications

and Information of the Russian Federation
Vladislav S. Vasin, First Vice President, Rostelecom, Russia
Adam Quinton, Merrill Lynch
Peter Cowhey, Prof. UCSD
Jonathan Aronson, Director and Professor, School of International Relations, USC
Walter S. Baer, Senior Policy Analyst, RAND Corporation
Francois Bar, Department of Communication, Stanford University
Michael Borrus, Adjunct Professor, University of California, Berkeley
Philip Peters, Senior Fellow, Alexis de Tocqueville Institute

Two copies of this Notice are being submitted to the Secretary of the Federal
Communications Commission in accordance with Section 1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission's
rules.

Sincerf>AY, ..

,.i:L
Peter Pappas,
Assistant Chief, International Bureau


