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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554 CC Docket No. 97-231

BellSouth's entry into the long-distance market will increase
available choices and will spark other benefits, as well.
Competition will encourage other providers to come to our area and
will foster the development of new products and services.
Providers will begin bundling products to offer consumers the
option of consolidating communication services with one provider.
As companies compete for rna rke t share, prices will decrease and
choices will increase.

The citizens of Woodworth want more choices in the
telecommunications market, and the way to accomplish this is to
open the market to true cnmpetition. Congress authorized this
almost two years ago with passage of the Telecommunications Act,
but we have not seen the results.

"Home of Iwjia Creek Recreation Area"

RE: Telecommunications Act

So far, the national providers have been content to offer only
long-dis tance services in Woodworth and have had no interest in
serving the local market. However, this will change when
BellSouth, our local service provider, is allowed to compete with
them. BellSouth has served Woodworth well and wants to expand into
long distance to better serve our citizens. We think they have
earned that opportunity.

Sincerely,

Give us the choices we deserve and that were promised by Congress.
Approve BellSouth' s app licat i on now so they can better serve our
community.

DCBII/ dag

David C. Butler, II
Mayor, Village of Woodworth
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Dale J. Hymel, Jr.

President

CC Docket No. 97-231

Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The residents of St. James Parish are eager for competition in the telecommunications
market. They anticipated its arrival after passage of the Telecommunications Act, but it
has not come. You can bring it to them now by approving BellSouth's application to
enter the long-distance market before the end of this year.

BellSouth serves the local communications market in our parish. Through the years, we
have developed a positive working relationship with them as they have worked with
government, education, business, and industry to meet the telecommunications needs of
the parish. Now, they are poised to enter the long-distance market and expand services to
their existing customers, and we believe the time is right for this move.

Allowing BellSouth to offer long-distance service will provide more choices for
consumers and will finally deliver the option of selecting one provider for all
telecommunications services. This will be a great benefit, especially to small business
and residential customers who want the simplicity ofconsolidated services.

Please grant BellSouth's request to expand into the long-distance market and let us
finally experience true competition in the communications industry.

Sincerely,

&~~~

DJH:jrl
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Cnmmlssion
1919 M Street N\N
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennar~:

RECEIVED

JAN 2 81998

FEDERAL COMMUN!CAiIONS CQWlSSlOhI
OfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

The Louisiana Public Service Commission recently endorse BellSouth's
application t.o enter the long-distan r 'E' market in Louisiana. Your
approval will open the way for true competition in our st.ate and
will give Louisiani,'r; economy a biq hrm:::,t

BellSouth is the major provider of Local service for business and
residential customers in the New Orleans area. Although the
long-distance providers have chosen not to offer local service,
despite the fact that the local serv ce market is open to them,
there are other providers who are er,:ering the local service market
in New Orleans.

As competition increases, consumers will benefit. Competition
brings new players lnto the market rind jobs and economic investment
accompany them. As new providers move into the area, they will
build their own TlE-'twork facilitjp I and their employees will need
housing, All of these are important to my industry.

I believe the allowing BellSov to compete, for long-distance
service will not only expand OUt product and service options but
will also broaden OIlY economic ba~p jobs in the telecommunications
industry, a growth market for the future, typically are well-paid
technica1 position:; ,md are artrill option:c~ for the I.IIforkforr'e of
tomorrow,

Grant BellSouth's request this year so Louisiana can have open
competition in the telecommunirat ons industry without further
delay, This will boost our efforts to attract other industries to
our area,

~e;~~A
Partner

No of Copies rec'd ()d. {
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As competition increases, consume s will benefit. Competition
brings new players into the marke nd jobs and economic investment
accompany them. 1\s new provide move into the area, they will
but 1'1 the i I' own (F'twork facii i t i'~nCi tbei r employees wi 11 need
housing. All of these are import I ~ tn my industry.

BellSouth is the major provider (If local service for business and
residential customers in the Np~ Orleans area. Although the
long-distance providers have chcspn not to offer local service,
despitE' the fact hat the lrlca] "lY cp markpt is open to them,
there are other prc\riders who are ('('t(~ring the local service market
in NeIll! 01'1 eans

our area

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications CommIssion
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Grant BellSouth's request this
competition in ~he telecommun i

delay. This will boost our effort

December 9, 1997

The Louisiana Public Service CommissIon recently endorse BellSouth's
application to enter the long-di tan~e market in Louisiana. Your
approval will open the way for irue competition in our state and
Itvi.] 1 gi VP Loui si.an economy a bl l),)()~;t

CHARLES F. WEBB
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

616 BARONNE ST., SUITE 203 • NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70113 • (504) 529·2220 • FAX (504) 529·7558
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The Honorable Wil iam Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications ('ornrnission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

~·AE6ErvE:b~·.)

JAN 281998

ffDERAl. COMMUNiCATIONS COMMISSl
The Louisiana Pub! ic Service Commission recently en~llf9'l:rHE~ouC:h'b's
application to enter the long-distance market in Louisiana. Your
approval will open the way for rene competition in our state and
will give Louisianil's economy i'l hil) hnn·"i

BellSouth is the major provider '1f local service for business and
residential customers in the New Orleans area. Although the
long-distance providers have chosen not to offer local service,
despite the fact that the local ~prvice market is open to them,
there are other providers who are erltering the local service market
in New Orleans.

As competition increases, consumers will benefit. Competition
brings new players into the market; and jobs and economic investment
accompany them. As new providers move into the area, they will
build their own network faciLitip 3nd their employees will need
housing. All of t-hese are importult t () my industry.

I believe the allowing BellSou to compete, for long-distance
service will not only expand our product and service options but
will al~3o broaden our economi(' ba:; jobs in the telecommunications
industry, a growth market for the future, typically are well-paid
technical position:; "'nd are <T"tra'; p options for' the lIvorkforce of
tomorrOlN.

Grant BellSouth's request this year so Louisiana can have open
competition in the telecommuni atlons industry without further
delay. This will boost our effa ts to attract other industries to
our area.

Sincerely,

8~r
Germain!;:, Walker
Accounting Clerk

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE
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SENATE
STATE OF LOUISIANA

Dear Chairman Kennard:

State Senator

District 7

My constituents are anxiously awaiting the promises Congress made two years ago when the
Telecommunications Act was passed including price reductions, increased choices among
providers, and the convenience of dealing with just one company for all their communications
services. However, these benefits have not been widespread because very few companies have
entered new market segments. Furthermore, those who have are targeting large businesses and
other profitable customers in densely populated metropolitan areas.

FCH:gmw

Zine ly,

" '~..- ...~ (!~~~~
Francis C. Heitmeier ..

Honorable William Kennard, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Kennard, I strongly encourage you to approve BellSouth I s request since their entry into
long-distance will ignite full competition in every part of our state. Please vote "yes" to their
application and let competition begin in Louisiana.

It is my opinion that BellSouth I s entry into the long-distance market will change all that. A local
company, BellSouth intends to serve all segments of the market throughout the state. I believe
that once they begin competing in the long-disitance market, the long-distance carriers will want
to provide local service just to keep their customers. Once competition is widespread, all
telephone users will benefit.

It has come to my attention that the Federal Communications Commission is considering an
application ftled by BellSouth to provide long-distance service in the State of Louisiana. I
personally believe their entry in the long-distance business would well serve the consumers of this
state, and I wholeheartedly support their ftling.

FRANCIS C. HElTMEIER



BILL COURTNEY

January 12, 1998
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

CC Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chairman Kennard:

As a retired BellSouth employee, I keep informed about matters that are important to my company and
to the telecommunications industry in general. In particular, I have been extremely interested in the
implementation of the Telecommunications Act, and frankly I am disappointed that more progress has not been
made. I would like to take this opportunity to express not only my opinion but also the opinion of thousands of
other BellSouth retirees. In fact, you will likely receive numerous copies of this same letter from my former
co-workers.

Chairman Kennard, the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was designed to fully deregulate the
telecommunications industry, allowing all telecommunications companies an opportunity to enter segments of
the market formerly closed to them. All Congress required the local companies such as BellSouth to do was to
open their networks to their competitors and to ensure that their entry into the long-distance market was in the
public's best interest.

I believe BellSouth has done exactly what it was requested to do, not only by Congress but also by our
state Public Service Commission. My company has painstakingly met each and every one of the 14 points on
the federal checklist and has invested millions ofdollars making sure competitors can connect to BellSouth's
operational support systems.

Furthermore, BellSouth has overwhelmingly proven that its entry into long distance is in the public
interest. Real competition will lower prices, increase the number of choices consumers have among services and
service providers and will enable customers to once again select one company to handle all their
communications needs. In today's fast-paced world, that kind ofconvenience is a welcome change.

N "C Od-{.0. 0, ,cpies rec'd
List ASCDE

-------



Finally, ifBellSouth is allowed to compete in the long-distance market, that will encourage the
long-distance companies to compete in the local market for home telephone service. Until then, the three large
long-distance carriers will continue to drag their feet in the residential market while they selectively seek to
serve large companies in major metropolitan areas. This kind of cherry-picking harms the average customer and
threatens universal service.

I and my fellow retired BellSouth employees strongly urge you to approve BellSouth's long-distance
application in Louisiana and let BellSouth spark real competition in this state.

Sincerely,

;8d1~

~o_ of Cooies rec'd
lIst fI.BCr)E ---__._---------



,;' ~, p. -ji

P.O. Box 302 • Hahnville, Louisiana 70057

(504) 783-5000 • (504) 466-1990 • FAX (504) 7~'MUNIC,AT~)f:lS (;o,VJMISSlON

OfFiG,' OF 'HE S!:SfiLT1HY

PARJISH OF §To CHARLES
. RECEiVED

OFFICE OF THE P ARJrSH PRESIDENT
JAN 281998

CHR~S A. TREGRE
PARISH PRESIDENT

December 10, 1997

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

cc Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Since the Telecommunications Act was passed almost two years ago, St. Charles Parish
has eagerly anticipated the arrival of true competition in the communications industry.
With your approval of BellSouth,s application to enter the long-distance market in
Louisiana, the citizens of this state will finally have the opportunity to experience it.

With competition in the marketplace, choices and innovations increase and prices
decrease. I believe this will be the case when Bell South offers long-distance service.

In addition, as Bell South moves into the long-distance market, other providers will
decide to compete for local service. As they do, they will build their own networks which
will create quality jobs for parish residents. With our well-respected school system and
proximity to New Orleans, St. Charles Parish could also benefit from new jobs that would
follow these providers to the River Region.

I strongly urge you to carefully evaluate BellSouth's case for entering the long-distance
market in Louisiana and then approve it without hesitation. St. Charles Parish residents
deserve the choices resulting from true competition.

Sincerely,

~a~
Chris A. Tregre
Parish President

CAT/dpl

--------------
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cc Docket No. 97-231Sir:

The Louisiana Public Service Commission recently endorsed
BellSouth's application to enter the long-distance market in Louisiana. Your
approval of this request will open the way for true competition in our state
and will give Louisiana's economy a big boost.

12/09/97

I urge you to grant BellSouth's request without further delay.

Businesses spend too much time dealing with communications issues
that could be simplified if we were able to select one provider for all of our
services. I would like to have more choices, and I would like to consolidate
my local and long-distance service with one company, whichever company I
choose.

From: Airline Motors Restaurant
221 East Airline Hwy.
Louisiana, LA. 70068

I believe that allowing BellSouth to compete for long-distance service
will expand out product and service options as well as broaden out economic
base. Jobs in the telecommunications industry are typically well paid
technical positions and are attractive options for the workforce of the future.

Richard L. Alford
Proprietor

To: Honorable William Kennard
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554



I urge you to approve BellSouth's application without delay.
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12/09/97

Sir:

From:Mary Jo Alford
1903 Homer St.
Metairie, LA 70005

~'~0. of Ccpies rec'd 0 J-{
LIst ft.BCDE '-----

The Federal Communications Commission now has under
review BellSouth's application to provide long-distance service to
customers in Louisiana. I support BellSouth's application and urge
prompt approval.

To: Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

BellSouth has met all requirements established during passage
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. They demonstrated to the
Louisiana Public Service Commission that their networks are open to
competition, and have met the public interest standard as evidenced
by the LPSC endorsement of BellSouth's application to enter the long­
distance market.

BellSouth is the major provider of local service in the New
Orleans area. Although the long-distance providers have chosen not
to offer local service, there are other facility based providers that are
entering the local service market in New Orleans.

It is time for BellSouth to enter the long-distance market and
compete with the existing providers. When this happens, the long­
distance providers will quickly enter the local service market, and true
competition will become a reality..



D.A. "BUTCH" GAUTREAUX
District 51
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1015 Clothilde St.
Morgan City, Louisiana 70380
Telephone: (504) 380-2433

(800) 562-3204
Fax: (504) 384-9404

Agriculture
Natural Resources

Transportation, Highways and Public Works

December 9, 1997

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetNW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

CC Docket No. 97-231

My district in Louisiana desperately needs competition in the telecommunications industry, and I understand that the
Federal Communications Commission can bring it to us before the end of 1997. I am asking you to move forward quickly
and approve Bel1South's application to enter the long-distance market this year.

After the Bell System was dismantled in 1984, 17 parishes in Louisiana were split by LATA boundaries. For the past
13 plus years, consumers in those areas have been unable to benefit fully from technological advances in
communications services. They also are unable to participate in two local discount plans that were developed by the
Louisiana Public Service Commission: the Education Discount Plan offers significant discounts to schools and libraries
for high-speed data circuits, and the Local Optional Service Plan provides deeply discounted long-distance service rates
for residential and business customers within the parish. Residents in these 17 parishes could realize significant savings
annually if they could participate in these programs.

Our schools, teachers, and administrators in St. Mary Parish suffer from these LATA boundaries, as well.
Communicating across them is costly as parents, teachers, and administrators discuss issues and offer counsel concerning
student needs. Internet access services are also affected as connections to resources beyond the boundaries become long­
distance calls. Cost factors and budget constraints severely hamper our student's ability to participate fully in the
Information Age.

I believe that allowing BellSouth to enter the long-distance market will make these arbitrary LATA boundaries obsolete.
Their disappearance will positively affect our businesses, residences, and educational institutions as access to information
becomes more affordable.

BellSouth has opened the local market to competition, as required by the Telecommunications Act, and has received the
endorsement ofthe Louisiana Public Service Commission. In its decision process last summer, our Commission deemed
that BellSouth's proposal is in the best interest of the Louisiana consumers.

I understand that you have 90 days in which to act on this application. I challenge you to approve BellSouth's request
before the end ofthis year.

S,n~rlY,?,
'~~(r~>

D,A.. "Butch" dautreaux
~ate Representative - District 5 I

DAG:lrm

f'.t-l
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Auto-Life-Health-Home and Business
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December 11, 1997

December 11, 1997
CC Docket No. 97-231

fhe Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I understand that Be llSouth recently filed with the Federa I Communicat ions
Commission for approval to compete in the long-distance market in
Louisiana. As a former state representative and as a businessman, 1
heartily endorse this plan and urge you and your fellow commissioners to
act without delay to grant this request.

A truly open market is one in which competition thrives in all aspects of
the market. Innovation occurs, price competition causes a decrease in
rates, and choices proliferate. fhe main beneficiaries are consumers who
gain the freedom of selection.

Other beneficiaries are the communitles around the state. As competition
escalates, the economy will grow as new providers enter the market to
compete. They will build facilities, create quality jobs, and hire
employees in our communities.

The City of Lafayette and the State of louisiana need the boost that will
result from true competition in the telecommunications industry, and you
have the ability to see that we receive it. Please approve BellSouth's
application without further delay so we can begin to experience the
benefits of an open market.

lle14~t%~
Donald J. Higginbotham

No. of Ccpies rec'd 0 .J--l
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CC Docket No. 97-231
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Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20554

~o. of Copies rec'd0&-I
LIst A8CDE -~

My husband and I are both longtime BellSouth employees whose combined
service totals more than 50 years. We're proud of our careers because we're proud to be
a part ofthis company. BellSouth has demonstrated that it's committed to serving not
only its customers, but also the community. We believe that it's in the public's interest
for a company with such a track record to expand its services. That's why we urge you to
approve BellSouth's application to get into the long-distance market.

Sincerely, , I

) ,~ /

tll)/11jljl111,l \f)/ff)fi 011)) gill
,I

Darrell and Gayle Landry /
209 Nova Scotia Drive '
Lafayette, LA 70507

Other companies have shown that they're only after the big customers and big
profits. Residential users, especially those on fixed incomes or in rural areas, are not in
competitors' marketing plans. But BellSouth has proven its commitment to providing
universally affordable local telephone service to average customers. As employees, we
are proud of that tradition and will work to ensure that when BellSouth gets into the long­
distance business, we will continue to provide customers with the quality service they've
come to expect from BellSouth.

We are not only employees, but also telecommunications customers. As
consumers, we want the one-stop shopping we used to have before divestiture nearly 14
years ago. We would like to have the opportunity to get just one bill for our local and
long-distance, cellular and Internet service. We would like to have another choice for our
long-distance carrier. We would like to pocket the savings that competition promises to
bring.

As BellSouth employees, as residents of Louisiana and as consumers in a now­
limited marketplace, we urge you to give BellSouth the chance it deserves to offer long
distance to customers. We believe this company's goals are in the community's best
interest. We've staked our careers on it.



George R. Smith, MD, MBA, EA.C.S.

December 11, 197

CC Docket No. 97-231

What I do not like. however, is needing another carrier to provide my long-distance
communications. I would much prefer to have one carrier provide all such services
to me, both at home and at business. I would prefer that carrier to be BellSouth. This
would simplify matters for me and, I feeL provide me with better and more

. .
responSIve serVIces.

I am writing to support the effort of BellSouth to enter the long-distance area of
phone service. The company is the provider of local service to me and to countless
other people in Acadiana. I have found them a pleasure with whom to deal and find
their service is quite excellent. I also use BellSouth as provider of my cellular phone
service through BellSouth Mobility. The service provided me is equally satisfactory.

Chief of Surgery

Louisiana Health System

~ Clinical Setvices

155 Hospital Drive

Suite 201

Lafayette, Louisiana

70503

(318) 289-7743

FAX(318) 289-7742

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard,

RECEIVED

JAN 281998
FfDERAL

COMMUNIcATIONS COUM
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ISSION

Office Phlebology

155 Hospital Drive

Suite 201

Lafayette, Louisiana

70503

(318) 234-7777

FAX(318) 237-1-XJ

I do not know why the Department of Justice sees fit to interfere here when
BellSouth's application has ben approved by our State Public Service Commission. I
wish Justice would "cease and desist!"

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

SinCerelY",', _//)"

~A-e It :%Uta( 1CiT"
George R. Smith, MD )

~o. of Copies rec'dO~{
list ABCOE



STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

December 11, 1997
RANDY E. WIGGINS

District 27

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

713 Main Street
Pineville, Louisiana 71360
Telephone: (318) 487-0105

Fax: (318) 484-2322

AECE/llli;IiJ.l,.ilW & Procedure
V 11!U1 & Welfare

Labor & Industrial Relations

JAN 28 1898
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CC Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am writing on behalf my constituents to ask you to approve BellSouth's application to
enter the long distance market in Louisiana today.

The national long-distance carriers do not want to offer local services in the Alexandria
area because they are not interested in small business customers and residential customers who
are spread out around an area. They prefer to seek large businesses concentrated in an urban area
where profit margins are high.

BellSouth, on the other hand, serves my constituent well and now wants to expand into
the long-distance market. We in Alexandria fully support this move because it will offer an
opportunity for consumers to use a single provider for all services. Consolidating services will
simplify installation, maintenance, and billing and free time for better use.

Furthermore, BellSouth has pledged to lower average long-distance rates by 5 percent
statewide, resulting in significant savings for both small businesses and residential customers.

The Louisiana Public Service Commission found BellSouth's application to be in the best
interest of the public and endorsed it. We agree with them, and urge you and your fellow
Commissioners to also rule in BellSouth's favor.

I lmderstand that you have 90 days in which to approve this application. I challenge you
to render a favorable decision before the end of the year.

Very truly yours,

Eqj_
Randy E. Wiggins

REW:bn
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Sincerely,
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BellSouth is the major provider of local service for business
and residential customers in the New Orleans area. Although the
long-distance providers have chosen not to offer local service,
despite the fact that the local service market is open to them,
there are other providers who are entering the local service market
in New Orleans.

fERROUILLET LAW fIRM
(A PROfESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION)

2640 BARRACKS STREET
NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70119

TELEPHONE (504) 827-0494
fAX NO. (504) 822-5424

{ t, f-

J, ':"' ..~

The Louisiana Public Service Commission recently endorsed
BellSouth's application to enter the long-distance market in
Louisiana. Your approval will open the way for the true
competition in our state and will give Louisiana's economy a big
boost.

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW
Washington, DC 20554 CC Docket No. 97-231

December 9, 1997

As competition increases, consumers will benefit. Competition
brings new players into the market, and jobs and economic
investment accompany them. As new providers move into the area,
they will build their own network facilities, and their employees
will need housing. All of these are important to my industry.

I believe that allowing BellSouth to compete for long-distance
service will not only expand our product and service options but
will also broaden our economic base. Jobs in the
telecommunications industry, a growth market for the future,
typically are well-paid technical positions and are attractive
options for the workforce of tomorrow.

Grant BellSouth's request this year so Louisiana can have open
competition in the telecommunications industry without further
delay. This will boost our efforts to attract other industries to
our area.

EMF/eac
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November 20, 1997

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

CC Docket No. 97-231

Congratulations on your appointment as Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. I
wish you great success in this new endeavor of leadership.

The Federal Communications Commission now has under its review .i3ellSomh's applicativn to
provide long-distance service to business and residential customers in Louisiana. I support BellSouth's
application and urge you to approve it without delay.

Businesspersons, especially small businesses spend too much time dealing with communications
issues that could be simplified if we were able to select one provider for all of our services. I would like
to have more choices, and I would also like to consolidate my local and long-distance telephone service
with one company, whichever company I choose.

BellSouth provides my local telephone service, and 1 have choices in selecting my long-distance,
Internet access, and wireless providers. Where choices exist, there are product and service options as
well as price competition, but it requires time and effort to keep up with the options and prices, which
change frequently. Although there are good choices in some, but not all, market segments, I would like
to have a single provider for all of my telecommunications needs.

BellSouth is the major local service provider and has been a good partner to our community. As a
customer, my experiences with them have been positive. My company i~ also fortunate to have worked
as a subcontractor on several projects, and our working relationship is a healthy one. .

The time is now for BellSouth to enter the long-distance market and compete with the existing
providers. When this happens, the long-distance providers will expedite their entry into the local service
iJ.o.iket, and full competition in every segment of the telecommunications industry will come to our
community. As consumers, we will then have more options of piOviders, products, and services, and
prices will decrease. We will also have the chance to select, of our choice, one provider and consolidate
services, which will save my business time, effort, and, ultimately, money.

We urge you to approve BellSouth's application to enter the long distance market so that I alone with
all the other citizens of the state of Louisiana can truly have a choice. Kindly place my letter of support
with the BellSouth official filing record.

SiDj~M
ail Bames-McConduit
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November 19,1997

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

CC Docket No. 97-231

Congratulations on your new position as Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission.
wish success in this extremely important leadership capacity.

I am writing in support of BellSouth's recent filing for approval to enter the long-distance market in
Louisiana. I strongly support their request and urge you to move quickly through the process and
approve their application. Further, I request that my letter of support become part of the official record
of their filing.

BellSouth has met all the requirements established durir.g passage of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. During hearings before the Louisiana Public Service Commission (LPSC) last summer, BellSouth
proved compliance with the 14-point checklist. They have opened their networks to their competitors by
signing resale and interconnection agreements with more than 200 companies regionwide, including
more than 70 companies that want to do business in Louisiana. They demonstrated to the LPSC that
their networks are open to competition. BellSouth has also met the public interest standard as evidenced
by gaining approval of the LPSC.

In our City, New Orleans, facilities-based providers are entering the local service market and serving
both residence and business customers over their own networks. So far, however, the long-distance
providers have chosen not to offer local service although this market is fully open to them.

BellSouth has done what it was supposed to do and acted in good faith and in accordance "'.lith the
mandated requirements for gaining approval to enter the long-distance market. The time for developing
requirements and erecting barriers to entry is behind us .. its time for approval of BellSouth's application.

I understand that you have up to 90 days to rule on BellSouth's request. I encourage you to
carefully evaluate and approve BellSouth' s application before the end of 1997.

Sincerely,

, I"r

- A'

Alverez Ch~ital
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman-Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetNW
Washington, DC 20554

CC Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chainuall Kennard.

When true competition comes to the telecommunications market in Louisiana, the entire state
will be positively affected. As the fourth largest city in the state, Lafayette will receive a
significant portion of the resulting economic benefits.

Approving BellSouth's application to compete for long-distance service in Louisiana will force
the national long-distance providers into local residential service, which they have avoided.
These large companies have been reluctant to enter the local service market, and when they do,
they selectively target business, not residential, customers. In effect, they are skimming off the
higher-end, more profitable business and neglecting the less profitable, lower-end market.
Permitting this practice to continue seriously jeopardizes universal service in the local markets.

When the national long-distance providers begin competing for local service, they will build
their own facilities and bring in or hire new employees. In the short term, construction and
engineering jobs will be created and, in the long term, technology positions will be available.
These jobs mean quality employment options for our young people and may entice many of them
to remain in the area.

Within the next 10 years, due to resulting economic development benefits, the Lafayette area
could realize lin economic impact 0[$102 million a..'1d gain a!IT'.o~t 550 new jobs, according to an
economic development study recently conducted by the WEFA Group. This is great news for
our economy.

We are ready for true competition to come to Louisiana, and I urge you to act now to approve
BellSouth's request.

Sincerely,

N#
~c~ae1 J. Michot
State Representative
District 43

No. of Gcpias rec'd Dti-)
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CC Docket No. 97-231

The Hono r ab 1e \111 i 11 j am KeJJ.llAW-
Chairman, Federal CommunH:triiIi!WEhl.mi ssion
1919 M Street NTN
Washington, DC 20554 JAN 2 819g9

Dear Cha i rman Kenn a rd fEOElW. COMMUNl(;ATIQNb COMMISSION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
The Louisiana Public Service Commission recently endorse BellSouth's
application to enter the long-distance market in Louisiana. Your
approval wi 11 open the way for true compet.ition in our state and
will give Louisjana'~ economy a b S hoost

BellSouth is the major provider of local servic~ for business and
residential customers in the New Orleans area. Although the
long-distance providers have chosen not to offer local service,
despite the fact that the local service market is open to them,
there are other providers who are entering the local service market
in New Orleans

As competition increases, consumers will benefit. Competition
brings new players into the market and jobs and economic investment
accompany them. As new providers move into the area, they will
build their own network faci itjps, and their employees will need
housing. All of these are important to my industry.

I beli.eve the allowing Bel,l.South to compete, for long-distance
service will not only expand our product and service options but
wi 11 a Iso broaden our economi r- ba;c:p jobs in the telecommunications
industry, a growth market for the future, typically are well-paid
technical positions and are attrartivp options for the workforce of
tomorrow.

Grant BellSouth's request this year so Louisiana can have open
competition in the telecommunirations industry without further
delay. This will boost our efforts to attract other industries to
our area.

Sincerely,

/---
Cht:.es F. Webb
Certi fied Publ i c Accountant

CFI,v/r-i n
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CC Docket No. 97-231

CongrahJations on your appoinhueut as Cbainnan of tlH' t~ecleraJ Corunlturications Conllnissiou. I wisb you great

success in this new euJeavor of !eaJership.

TIre FeJeraJ COnllIltUllcatious Commission now bas l.UlJer its review 8e11Soutlr's application to proviJe Jong-Jistance

service to Jmsuwss amI n'sidpntial ,'ustomers in LOl.llSiana. : support Bp1180utlr's application anJ urge you to approve

it witlrout delay.

BpllSoutb providps my local tpleplwne servil·e, anJ I have droicps in selecting my long-Jistance, Intenlet access, anJ

wirelpss provilkrs. Wbere dlOices {'xist, tltere are prollud anll servicl' options as well as price competition, but it requires

time ami eHori to keep up witlr the options and prices, wbich dlange frequently. AltllOugh there are good dlOices in

SOIllt', but not all, urarket spgurPll!s, I wlJl.Jdlike to have a single providl'r for all of IUY telecollrnrunications nl'eJs.

Tire tunlc' is now for Blc'llSouth to l'llll'r tlw long-Jistanclc' market anJ compete with the existing proviJlc'rs. Whell tlris

lrappeus, tire long-distance provilll'rs will <,xpeJitl' their entry into tlw local Sl'rvice market, anJ fl.Jl competition in <'wry

Slc'gnleu t of tire teiecorunllulications inJustry will corue to our cOlnnll.urity. fu conSl.uuers, we will tllE'll have llrore

t · r • 1 1 1. 1. .11 1 """'11 Is 1 . 1 I tIt fop Ions ot prOVIl ers, products, and servICes, anlt pnclc'S WIll l ecn'asl'. We WI a 0 have the c lalKlc' 0 SE' ec ,0 our

choil~e, onl' providlc'r and consoliJall' slc'rvices, which will save nly busilwss tirne, l'Hort, anclrJtinwtl'ly, rUOIH'Y.

WE' urge you to approw BellSouth's application to enter the long Jistance market so tllat I alone with all the other

citizens of tIl<' state of Louisimra can tnJy have a ,·llOi<Jlc'. Kimlly place my letter of support with tIre BellSouth official

filing reuml.

/f~Illes C. HoylE'

AJmiuis:tratiw Assidaut!

Din'doT of Sl'l'Ollllary EJu,~atioll

JCH:rjv

AN EQUAL OPPORUNITY AGENCY
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

December 8, 1997

CC Docket No. 97-231

I am writing to ask the Federal Communications Commission to approve BellSouth's application to enter the
long-distance market in the State of Louisiana without delay.

Businesses in Louisiana have a difficult time finding a provider to meet all of their communications needs. As a
result, they often have to use different service providers for local, long-distance, Internet access, and wireless services.
With each provider, businesses must deal with different people or departments for installation, repairs, and billing issues
-- a situation that quickly becomes cumbersome and complicated, at best. Just managing the relationships with several
telecommunications companies consumes valuable management time and attention.

In many parts ofLouisiana, we continue to see the three largest long-distance providers raise their prices even
thought their costs have decreased. Real competition won't allow this.

Companies operating in Louisiana as well as companies seeking to relocate here consider many factors in making
future business decisions, including price and availability of telecommunications services. Competition in the
telecommunications market will make our state a more attractive place for doing business and help us achieve our
economic developmeilt goals.

Allowing BellSouth to enter the long-distance market will increase competition and result in better prices
and more choices for consumers in Louisiana. In addition, new companies may relocate to the state to compete with
BellSouth, bringing investment dollars and high-paying, technical jobs.

I understand that the Louisiana Public Service Commission painstakingly reviewed the BellSouth application this
summer and endorsed it as being in the best interest of the public. I heartily agree with their finding and encourage you
to grant BellSouth's request to provide long-distance sClvice to Louisiana before year end.

Sincerely,

~ J.{
rf)~'dO ------

cc: Mr. Robert D. Lowe
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

When I first heard about the Telecommunications Act nearly two years ago, I
looked forward to the benefits that deregulation would bring. I was encouraged by the
assurances of lower prices, more choices and packaged services. But today, I see little, if
any change. Now, BellSouth has offered consumers hope again with its application to
the Federal Communications Commission for long-distance relief. I see it as the only way
to get the free-market system flowing in the telecommunications industry.

I'm disappointed by the pace of competition, not only for myself, but for the
millions of average people whom members of Congress had in mind when they created
the Telecommunications Act. I'm disappointed for those living on fixed incomes, who
could have benefited the most from the expected price reductions.

I say let BellSouth start the momentum toward true competition. Our local phone
company has already pledged to offer lower long-distance rates to the average consumer.
Their proposed five-percent discount will undoubtedly be matched by other companies
so telephone customers would see immediate impact. In addition, the long-distance
carriers could finally be convinced to enter the local telephone business. Few companies
would stand back and watch as a local service takes away a portion of their
marketshare.

It is clear that, despite all good intentions, the Telecommunications Act thus far
has had less of an impact than its creators intended. I encourage you, Mr. Chairman, to
give the industry a push in the right direction by backing BellSouth's proposal to offer
long-distance service in Louisiana.

Sincerely,

u~
Rick Johnson
Vice President-Marketing
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

97-231
CC Docket No.
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As a businessman in Plaquemine, Louisiana, I have become aware of BellSouth 's plans to become
a long-distance provider in Louisiana and am extremely interested in the outcome of their pending
applications before the FCC. The reason is simple - it affects both my personal communications service as
well as the services needed by my business.

Free enterprise and competition have made America the great nation that it is. Companies know
they have to work hard to retain your business by providing excellent service at reasonable rates. They
also know that they have to keep in tune with their customer's need and provide new services in order to
meet these changing demands. The bottom line - competition sparks responsiveness, efficiency and

creativity.

I have no reason to believe it will be any different in the telecommunications industry - and those
are precisely the benefits Congress intended consumers and businesses to receive when it passed the
Telecommunications Act and when President Clinton signed the bill into law. What a shame to let the
special interest of several huge corporations keep consumers and businesses from reaping all the benefits of
full and open competition.

BellSouth wants to compete for our long-distance dollars, and I encourage you to let them. Only
then will the citizens of this great nation receive the benefits promised by Congress and our President.

Sincerely,

FAW/awb
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