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T'de Bonorabb .It.ed E. Hundt.
'.deral Communication. Commission
1919 H Str••~. N.W.
waah1nSton. DC 205S4

I am writing concerning Seetion 201 of ~he T.l.co.munica~1on.Act. of 1996 for the
purpOSI of underscorina conaresa1onal 1nt~t.

S.ction 207 was enacced to proGlQte competition al\d consUlter choica in dI.
multichannel video distribution marketplace. SpecificalLy, member. of Co~.a••ere
concerned _bout stat.. and local en~branc.s) whether governmental 0: private. thae
would have tn. effect of denying con~.rs access to hiah power direct.'broadcaat
satellite service' in theIr homa. through rest.r1ctiouJ on t.h. use of reception device,.
Such constraints are expressly prohibited by the Act.

Our policy objective was to auarantee consumers ac~e.s to a v&~i.ty ot video
sirvice., Inclu~ing direct broadcaat sat.llit.a services. ~11. some local rlgulation,
con~ern1ni reception antennae may be permi4lible ~- for example, tho•• nec.ssary to
protect public safeey -. those that would have the effect of preventLna the use of nas
dishes are preempted. I t:u.t that the Co=m1.s1on will be mindful ot the spirIt of
Seetion 207 durIng it. rulemaking. cQnslstent. with the Act and all applicable rules and
regulations.

Thank you for your consideration.

:c: Commissioner Jamel H. Quello
Commissioner Rachell. B. Chong
Commissioner Suaan N.$~
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Fact Sheet on Rental Housing in the U.S.

Nearl, 40 Percent of the Nation's Households Either Rent Their Homes or Live in
Condominiums or Co-ops.

• Of the 94.7 million households in the United States, 38.3% (36.3 million)
either rent their homes or live in owner-occupied condominiums or co-ops. '

• 35.2% (33.4 million) of all households are rentals.'

• 4.6"6 (4.35 million) of all households are condominiums or co-ops (either
owner- or renter-occupied). to

Minorities, Single Parents (Especially Single Mothers) and Low-Income Groups Are
Disproportionately Affected by Laws Which Discriminate Against Renters.

Minorities
• 57% of all African American households are renters.'
• 57.8% of all Hispanic households are renters.'
• 47.4% of Native American households are renters.'
• 48.8% of Asian households are renters.'
• 31.4% of all Caucasian households are renters.'

Single Parents
• 64.8% of all single mothers rent their homes; 43.9% of single fathers rent

their homes.'
• The median household income for non-married female renters is $11,917; for

non-married male renters, the median income is $20,206.'

Lower- and Low-Income Households
• 50.8% of all renters are in lower-income groups (households with less than

the median household income).2

• 25% of all renters are in low-income groups (households under the poverty
leve!).'

• 91 % of low-income households are rentals.'
• 13.2% of renters receive Welfare or 551.'
• 17% of renters receive Food Stamps.'
• 15% of renters receive some form of housing assistance (Le., public,

subsidized or rent-controlled housing).'

Senior Citizens Also Comprise a Large Number of Renter Households

• 21 % of all renters in the U.S. are above the age of 552

• 19.3% of all renters receive Social Security.'

lOur Nation's Housing in 1993, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census
2 Housing Vacancy Survey - Second Quarter 1996, U.S. Census Bureau, July 1996


