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In the initial comments, USTA and other filing parties strongly opposed the request of the

REPLY COMMENTS
OF THE

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully submits its reply to the

DOCKET ALE COpy ORIGiNAl

universal service support as a provider of telecommunications to schools, libraries and rural

Commission (FCC) declare the Iowa Communications Network (lCN) eligible to receive

In the Matter of

Iowa Telecommunications and Technology
Commission Request for Determination that the
Iowa Communications Network is a Provider of
Telecommunications Services to Schools,
Libraries and Rural Health Care Providers

health care providers. USTA and others pointed out that the ICN is not a common carrier and

ISee, comments of Ameritech, Bell Atlantic and the Rural Iowa Independent Telephone
Association (RUTA).

comments filed March 4, 1998 in the above-referenced proceeding.

Iowa Telecommunications and Technology Commission that the Federal Communications

Thus, pursuant to Section 254(h)(l )(A) and (B) the ICN is not eligible to receive universal

service support.

does not meet the definition of telecommunications under the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1



ReDlv Comments ofthe United States TeleDhone Association March 16,1998

In fact, only one party, the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB), supported the request. However,

the IUB comments underscore the fact that the ICN is not a common carrier. The IUB states

that the ICN only provides service to authorized end users. 2 That, of course, is not consistent

with the obligation of a common carrier to hold itself out indiscriminately to all users. In fact,

the RIITA points out that the Iowa statute limits the users which are permitted to use the ICN.3

The IUB also notes that the ICN serves 500 entities. As USTA noted, the number of customers

is not relevant to a determination of whether a provider is a common carrier. Such a

determination is based on the manner and terms by which a provider approaches and deals with

customers.

2IUB at 1.

3RIITA at 3. See, also, Letter of Robert F. Holz, Jr. to Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary,
FCC, March 2, 1998.
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The record is clear that the ICN is not a common carrier and is not eligible to receive

universal service support. ICN's request must be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

Its Attorneys:

March 16, 1998

Mary McDermott
Linda Kent
Keith Townsend
Larry Sarjeant

140 I H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 326-7248
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