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Washington, DC 20554
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Dear Ms. Salas:
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FEDEML COMMlNCATIONS COMMISSIOH
OffICE Of THE SECRETARY

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), this notice is to inform you that on Tuesday, March 24, 1998,
Robert Russman, Vice President for New Business Development for StarSight Telecast, Inc. ("StarSight"),
together with Michael D. Berg of this firm and the undersigned, met with William Johnson, Deputy Chief;
Michael Lance, Senior Engineer; Thomas Horton, Attorney-Advisor; and Sunil Daluvoy, Attorney-Advisor,
ofthe Cable Services Bureau.

The subject matter of this presentation focused on the issues and analysis contained in the Reply
Comments filed by StarSight in this proceeding. As required by 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), we are submitting
an original and one copy of this notice.

In addition, we note that the analysis in the StarSight Reply Comments is supported by, and necessary
to one of the purposes of Section 629 as expressed in the legislative history which states that, "[olne purpose
of this section is to help ensure that consumers are not forced to purchase or lease a specific, proprietary
converter box, interactive device or other equipment from the cable system or network operator. II S. Conf. Rep.
No. 104-230, at 181 (1996).

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

P~f?1~£~~
Lisa M. Higginbotham /J;/ ~
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Enclosure

cc: William Johnson, Esq.
Michael Lance
Thomas Horan, Esq.
Sunil Daluvoy, Esq.
Robert Russman
Michael D. Berg, Esq.
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GUIDE (USTOMIZATION
CustolJ1ization of Your" Guid<.-·:

.. Sen'il'L" Provider IDgO appc'll-:c, nl1 \ he program

gr"id guide

• J-Je.),!cnd control 01' cuslornizablc features

Bro\\"s~ tn..d graze features

• One-button VCR prograrnming

• Channel select/deselect

• Ch.mnel reordering

• IPPV purchasing from gui(1c

• Theme guide

• Favorite channels feature

Other Customizable Features:

• 1-7 day guide

• Add or remove themes from theme guide

• PPV can be used in one way. two-w.ty or systems

with both running concurrently

PRODua ENHANCEMENTS
CApabilities:

• New fea.tures are downloadable to converters as

StarSight Telecast upgrades its software application

(no truckroll required)

Future Enhancements:

• Messaging on guide

• Interactive in-guide promotion

• Virtual channels (with StarSight NEWS Services)

• Add PPV movies as a theme

TECHMKAl REQUIREMENTS
Interactive Program Guide (IPG) Server:

• Facilitates the transmission of data to the set-top box

• Hardware spedficat\ons 10

• Removable hard drive for easy upgrades

• 28.8 baud modem

• Folding drawer monitor and keyboard assembly

• It:ICk mountable requiring 5 '"ack spaces

• Pn,>}wictary StarSight D ..ua and EditO .\bnagement

server sort ware

• Othc.' pn.-'-"ll1sl.llled software

• \Villd(l\\'~ '95

• ProColl1m Plu:-;

• Pllrl'hi\~l' prin' $7,-n-\!i.oo

• StarSiglll Tell'l'~lst ':tnd C I .:'I~ln· ,trl' Oil sitt.' to llll't;dl

and In 11'':linyOLlI' sldH

General Ins,I:lCIC'.J:IUJ::D

• Standilrd a~\:~=~~~e~c~c~prnenl
• 2 dilla in:-.cnion units rcyuired

MAR 26 1998
CFT 2200 and DCT 1000 Converters:

'512K~:I3"
• 512K ses

approximately

Data Transmission:

• In-hand transmission For analog eFT 2200

• Oul-"(h",,d transmission for digital OCT 1000

• Daily download of" program schedules takes approxi

mately 5 minutes from StarSight to the IPe server,

another 5 minutes from the server to the converter

(dependent on the number of" channels)

SERVICE PROVIDER TOOLS
Custom Editing Capabilities:

• Line-u p custom ization:

• Shared channels

• Multiple channel line-ups (The StarSight guide

accurately reflects 'your system's unique program

ming packages)

• Program infot'mation customization. Choose between

actual program tides or generic program titles for the

following:

- Local Origination

- Adult channels

• Customize your Pay-Per.View information:

• Edit PPV pricing

StarSight Training, Support and Marketing Assistance:

• Extensive training documentation provided

• StarSight personnel conduct system trainings

• StarSight provides a one page Quick Reference can!

for subscribers

• Comprehensive customer tutorial video usable on local

origination channels for Oil-air promotion and cduc..'~t

tion ofyour customer~ on the uSilge of Sl,arSignt

nJl)l)h Sl,lrSi,glll Tl·k';l~l. ['H :-;1.lrSI~liI SI;"'Si~111 I",;:n~

an' I'q:i"IL·I'l'lllr;l<klll.lI-!'" "I."';",,-SIi;liI T.. ft., \\'ill,I,,,,,, ''l:", ;lIlC l

Pn.CulIun I'lll:' ;ll-~' cc';cI';'lnc·,llr."I'.Il\;<rk" I,,, ,,,,,,-,' itll~'HI'.\lil\l\
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Pillrelital elm/rol

• Uses passwords to limit TV
viewing by time, channel.
rating and content. and
purchase by cost

• Schedule TV to automatically
tune to programs when they
begin

• Top-level access to other
features such as VCR
Programming, Favorite
Channel Set-up and Parental
Control

n elderly southern woman
learns to respect her black
.let. "organ Freeman, Jessica
Indy

r'V"9 1S5 .'Sy

Fal'orite Challilel.f

r'st,fSj'gbf' Priuient";~l

Impuue Pay-Per-View
Purcba.fing

.,.:,,-Orama. Adult Themes. 2 hrs.

Olle-buttol/ VCR

____~'!!!!!!~i/~'1-- _~

r Ir~
.J 8:00PM 8:30PM

I
'~ J~~d,A~~~~~~~r;,"Sid.nt
, The American President
! 8:00P-10:00P

!: One Tim/ hOlur~r;~~tRECORO

j

'l:.verY"-F again to c?nfirm
,JUnee a Week recordl ng

: Use...j.-' to change end time

l__~~_!)I,1T 19H__~~_ ., a _"!.~_ 23:: L.1Q.f.__•

• One-buttol1 \'CR
program,r,ing:

• Current and l'ulll!'''
recording (once. daily.
weekly), with "ecording log

r------;·-~T~~~-·-l

I

, -U..AlliJ.u9.!J..uw"
-~...!1ULJ......l..U....ll.D1
-i-.J -UIIJ .llUJ ..JlllJ I
-.LJ -lll1J CIlUJ .....1O.-.J I
JIU1J .llilJ .uw .lI.J,.UJ ~
-.LJ ..lll.J ..lJl.!!J ..JlUJ'

,;:.~ -1..ILJ ilJ!.2JU .xJ!lJ
. 'n.A1J ...!li.J ..J.llJ ..!!..LI'J E

;,.:ffj ~ ~ .~
.' '..:llZJ -lLJ .ll1!lJ = I

lJKRON"=NBc~ rjfiD]"'C]7'ffF I
• Su bscriber can select

f"vorites; pressing FAV
button on remote grazes

through them

Show Starts: I8:'!llP I
Ticket Price: fS'4:75 I

~EST1 rCH 2 ..._~~
• Select program titles from

guides and complete
purchase

• Password protected

purchases

• Log listing- or purchased

events

jt A widowed Pres.idel"t dates
a beautiful Congressional
lobby; st; to the dismay of
his supporters. Michael
Oouglas" Ann@tte Ben'ng.

'**** (1995, PG-1:!j) Movies:
r

• Subscriber can change order
that the channels appear
on guide

• POP-LIP program descriptions
as subsc,-iber changes channels

• Pop-up program descriptions
for all other channels without
leaving channel currently being
watched

Tbeme CategorieJ

nE'AD!!ml'MHE"E~1"'--"',""""""""r Novies ,----
sP.ct.~serie,

":'ports
Chfldren'jl Progr••II;ng

",•• tth/S itaflce/Education I
C;:.~, ~,1'.tt.' 1,lz1ne
<~" ariety

c&J

01. Per
Sub. t i tut e
Gun

• With the
~"Aftni. 0
{HOOliers

The AIR.riCln
:to••o & Juliet

'·j:i:t~;·~:~o~or
ED.:·Une'le To. t s Ca

• Provides customers with an
extensive list of over 100
search categories

Tbeme Sahcategoriu

SORT

• Further specifies search; e.g.
Sports to Football

• Subscriber sorts by time,
channel, or alphabetically

Pr(~'1ralll Grid Guide

I
j~r~'----'-"----'----'----

.:.:!!:J SlOOP" 8:30PM
:.ll.llJ 1/1 Ld Dlscovery
1.l.U.!tJ The American President
.B.i1.!J 48 • eru er Dr v n M s

~ s::ron:e :e~g~a~O,~ e
lllll U.S. Senate Cover a e
----LJ friends I Sin Le Gu

~.a~~d:n HI ht FootboLl

I~ I:~ ci~_;_~~~o;:o~~y.
• Lists programs by channel
• Displays 2 half hours of

information
• Tune to any cu rrent title at

the touch of a button


