
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
VERNER' LIIPFERT

BERNHARD'McPHERSON ~ HAND
ICHARTEREOI

901-15111 STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-2301

(202) 371-6000
FAX: (202) 371-6279

March 26, 1998

Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Summary ofOral Ex Parte Presentation Regarding the
Navigational Devices Proceeding (CS Docket No. 97-80)

Dear Ms. Salas:

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.l206(b)(2), this notice is to inform you that on Wednesday, March 25, 1998,
Robert Russman, Vice President for New Business Development for StarSight Telecast, Inc. ("StarSight"), together
with Michael D. Berg of this firm and the undersigned, met with Susan L. Fox, Senior Legal Advisor to Chairman
Kennard, and with Jane Mago, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Powell, regarding the issues and analysis
contained in the Reply Comments filed by StarSight in this proceeding.

In addition, we noted that the analysis set forth in StarSight's Reply Comments is supported by, and
necessary to, one of the purposes of Section 629 as expressed in the legislative history which states that, "[0]ne
purpose of this section is to help ensure that consumers are not forced to purchase or lease a specific, proprietary
converter box, interactive device or other equipment from the cable system or network operator." S. Conf. Rep. No.
104-230, at 181 (1996). .

As required by 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), we are submitting an original and one copy of this notice. Should
you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Respec~IIYz;ed~. /

!~./U I': fj//1I£d~ )
.'../ Li~gginbotham~' . ~
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Enclosure

cc: Susan L. Fox, Esq.
Jane Mago, Esq.
Robert Russman
Michael D. Berg, Esq. No. of Copies rec'd [J± !
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GUIDE CUSTOMIZATION
Cuslomizalion of Your Guidt,:

• SCITicc Provider logo app<..-O;II-:- Oil the pr()gr~lIn

grid guide

• He;,dend control or cllstomizabll' l"e;l!lIr'c:,>

• Browse and graze Features

• One-hutton VCR programming

• Channel select/deselect

• Channel reordering

IP PV purchasing from guide

• Theme guide

• Favorite channels feature

Other Customizable Features:

• 1-7 day guide

• Add or remove themes from theme guide

• PPV can be used in one way. two-\\-ay or systems

with both running concurrently

PRODUCT ENHANCEMENTS
Capabilities:

• New features afe downloadable to converters as

StarSight Telecast upgrades its software application

(no truckroll required)

Future Enhancements:

• Messaging on guide

• Interactive in-guide promotion

• Virtual channels (with StarSight NEWS Services)

• Add PPV movies as a theme

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
Interactive Program Guide (lPG) Sen'er:

• Facilitates the transmission or data to the set·top box

• Hardware specifications'

• Removable hard drive for e,lSy upgrades

• 28.8 baud modem

• Folding drawer monitor and keyboard assembly

• Rack mountable requiring 5 r~lck spaces

• Proprietary St~\l'Sight Dat~l and 1'Alit'; ,\\anagement

server SorL ware

• Other pn"-installed sohwan'

• \Vind()\\"~ 'l)[)

• PrOCOl1llll Plw:.

• Pllrcha~l' pri<.:l' $7,..fXrd)()

• St~ll'Sight Tl·Il'l'~I~t alltl CI :--Llrl ;ll'l' Ilil ~Ill' [0 insl:ll1

and 10 train your slid"!

General Instrument Hcaden"o Equipment:

• SI':lnd<trd iHkanccd andJog hcadcnd equiprnent

• ~ dilt~, insertion units n:qui"cd

CFT 2200 and OCT 1000 Connrte,"s:

• 512K DRA,\\

• 512K FLt\SH (StarSight appllCiltion uses

approximately 180K)

Data Transmission:

• 11I·/l(lIld transmission for analog eFT 2200

• Otlt-f~/~htll7() transmission for digital OCT 1000

• Daily download of program schedules takes approxi­

mately 5 minutes From StarSight to the IPG server.

another 5 minuW~ the server to the converter

(dependent on,",~~I:)

SERVICE PROVIDER TOOLS

Custom Editing CaMARes26 1998
• Line·up customization:

.Sh",e~l~
• Multiple cha~ . __ II

accurately retlects your sys"'eprogram­

ming packages)

• Program information customization. Choose benveen

actual progran1 titles or generic program titles for the

following:

- Local Origination

- Adult channels

• Customize your Pay-Per- View information:

• Edit PPV pricing

StarSight Training, Support and Marketing Assistance:

• Extensive training documentation provided

• StarSight personnel conduct system trainings

• StarSight provides a one p"ge Quick Reference card

for subscribers

• Comprehensive customer tutorial video usable on local

origination channels For on-air pl"omotion and educa­

tion ofyour clistomef$ 011 the usage of Slill"Sight

~)I'l'lll :-11;11:-1;0--111 T.. I,"";,,,\. I,,, :-;1,1I:-;i:,:lll ,,,I<I lin' SI;t1S~c:hl I,,:,.:""

;"",, l'l'e~~I<·,.',II""l.-<ll:'I'k" "I :-;1.1l:-;~elll '1"1,,,'.1:-1. \\',n,I,,\\~ ''1;', ,,11,1

I'I'OC"'IIII\ I'hls ,II',' ,-,·~i""T,·,II,';"I.-"I.I,I-" I:,,, ,nol'<' i'lf"rlll.lli'"1



Parental Control

FlO«!fi''''ItlTlHG'&CONTENT ,

ScluiJu1ed AILto Tune

----__~__~I

• Uses passwords to limit TV
viewing by time, channel,
rating and content, and
purchase by cost

• Schedule TV to automatically
tune to programs when they
begin

• Top-level access to other
features such as VCR
Programming, Favorite
Channel Set-up and Parental
Control

~~r~o..~

I~g

! st.1:Ught PreSCnts ;1

Impuue Pay-Per-Vielv
PurehtUing

rlvlng 15S al SY

\._---'-~-~~._--_._---_.. _---.----_.---_.--

! FAVORITE CHANlII'ECS'\ !

I -----LJ ..AllJ .!fi2.!J .llW I
:±:j~~:llij
-----LJ JllJ '.lUo.U ...a.J ~JIU.&I JUilJ -UlW .tlllJ
-.:LJ .J.!lD -D11U ..JI..U.J t

~ ~ ::m :ffij •.
I ..llll.J --ll..J .2ll!!J ...tllJ I

-:1fij '::JL iffi ~ .
I,KRON-N.liJ£1j 4_j~!Y 2J_-' 8,17' I
• Subscriber can select

h,vorites; pressing FAV
button on remote grazes

through them

Fal'Orite Challllell

One-button VCR
Pro..'lral1llllill.9

Idrrn;i-~~:r~~~:~---·
)~ __!b~ __.t\~~!_ic_.;Ifl_Pre~i~enJ_

:, The American President
if 8:00P-l0:00Pi'r 2 hours lel tI' One Time ~ Press RECORD
I,. IEvery H-F again to confirm!' nee a Week recording

I. Use ~J to change end time

L~--':tQJ~..IL~>~_ ..._t.( 10 MAt 23 l_u.!lE_

• One-butloll \'C I~

progralnming

• Currenl itnd f'utlll-C
recording (once, daily,

weekly), with recording log

n eLderLy southern woman
Learns to respect her bLack
alet. Morgan Freeman, Jessica
andy

j .,.,DrBma. Adult Themes. 2 hI's.

I Show Starts:~
Ticket Price: Ii'4':f5

11RE QU EST L!JJL.t_.._....J~~_L_U..i_~UI.e.J
• Select program titles from

guides and complete
purchase

• Pass\vord protected
purchases

• Log li,ting of rUITllilsed
events

H 7

Cbange Channel Ori)er

."'** (1995, PG-13) Movies:
r

• Pop-up program descriptions
for all other channels without
leaving channel currently being
watched

• Subscriber can change order
that the channels appear
on guide

• POP-LIP p.-ogram descriptions
as sul,scriber changes channels

Grazing

1---- l, __
The

I. A widowed President dates
a beautiful Con9ress~onal

lobbyist, to the dhmay of
his supporters. Michael
Douglas, Annette Bening.

• Further specifies search; e.g.
Sports to Football

• Subscriber sorts by time,
channel. or alphabetically

Tbeme Categoriu

Prt~lJram Grid Guide

! -'~--':~op: 8:30PM

lillJ Wild Discovery
.1IlUI The Alfterican President
.!l!!J. a ,runner r Vln "5S

~ s~~~o~~ek:eO~~8~O,~ e
-.U.e.lJ U.S. Senate Covera"e
---LJ Friends Sin le Gu
Ji.I.U) B8 t.an
-J..J ."ondav Niaht fOQtbal
--iLJ Prince! Blossom

~ ."-n & Sti.nvl ifrnhtv·"orn,
'!..!.1.M.pyTIM£~.H.JL..-.-~MAY 23_l!;--.QD1'_ I

• Lists programs by channel
• Displays 2 half hours of

information
• Tune to any current title at

the touch of a button

• Provides customers with an
extensive list of over 100
search categories


