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RECEIVED
April 2, 1998

Ms. Magalie Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-128

Dear Ms. Salas:

APR - 2 1998

f.EDElW.. COMMUNICATlONS COMMISSION
OfACE OF THE SECRETA."lV

EX PARTE PRESENTATION

On Wednesday, April 1, 1998, Albert Kramer and Robert Aldrich of Dickstein
Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky LLP, on behalf of American Public Communications Council
("APCC"), met with Thomas Power, Advisor to Chairman William E. Kennard, regarding
the above-referenced matter. During the meeting, we discussed the positions that are
detailed in the APCC's filings in the reconsideration phase of this proceeding. We also
discussed the enclosed Press Release and additional materials that were previously
submitted to the Chairman's office by Bell Atlantic.

Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions.

Robert F. Aldrich
RFA/nw
cc: Thomas Power
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. Ccmtact: Paul SaYaty 10a:ra9.8561
NATSO,In,

1199 N. Faitfa:< Street, Suite 801, A1eJ:andria~ VA 22S14

Jacque2iDe BiMJe 70a.8SS.1950
T1'Ucldolcl Cmitzs Assodation

2200 Mill P..oac1, }Jccandria, VA 22S14
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Trucking Industry Explores Market-Driven Solutions
ALEXANDRIA VA - Motor carrleIS are seeing their sao-number costs increase as m.uch as 150
'percent as a result of the Federal Comnlunic:atio~ Commission's (FCC) ded.sion to ,et a28.4
cents-per-<:all compensation rate on BOO-number calls made &om pay telephones. Seeking to find
itulovative business solutions to address this untenable situation, the Truckload Caaiers
Association (TCA) and NATSO, Inc. (representingAmerica's travel plaus and truckstops) are
~ a request for proposal (PJ=P) to members of the telecommunications lndUStl)' next week.

Sevetallong distance companies announced six to seven percent rate incrwes to toll-free numbers
in mid-1997 to cOver the compensation to pay phone proYiders. In addition to the rate increase,

these. same long distane:e companies have chosen to bnpose a charge of 28.4 cetUs per call or more
to the CUStomer.

-while We believe pay phone operators should be compensated fairly for use of their phones, our
Wor.tnJ.tion indicates that the FCC compensation tate of28.4 cents pet can. oveatates the costs:'"
said TeA. President Lana Batts. -We also bdieYe that some long distance companies have taken
advantage of the situation to double and even triFle dip to recoup the COSts they pass on to pay
phone providea.·

-NATSO wholehwted1y supports TCA's appeal to 10Dg distance companies fat more com-peti$e
SO()..number taCts,'" said NATSO l'residtnt w. Dewey Cower. 'We believe the goal of fairly .
compensating pay phone providers can be accomplished without long distance 'Providers doubli·
clurging trucking c:ompanies and other UseD of 800 numbm..

Wolking with the telecommunications industry, the tWO groups hope to find market soluticms to
this unnecessaxy burden on the truO:Jns induStry.
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TeA. and NATSO know the following about the market:

• There are more than 14,000 pay phones at NATSO member truclcstops aaoss the country.

• These phones have the second highest average usage of all pa.y phones airel airport pay
phones. Only seven percent of the pay phon~s in ttucl:.stops ate owned by truckstop
operator~. The majority are owned by the Baby Bell ~IIlpanies or independent pay phone
providers.

• The typical pay phone CQ$t! $2,000-S8,000 each. The majority of the pay phones in
ttuckstops are the off-the-shelf -Princess" phones found at restaurant tables and cost S150

plus associated costs.

. • Alarge percentage of the incoming 800·number pay phone calls to trucld:ng companies are
made from truckstops.

• Twenty percent of TCA members generate mole than nine .million SQ().number calls per
month at 2.5 minutes per tall.

To determine eMu cont1D.ued strategies, representa.tives from TCA and NATSO wm attend the
other's annual meeting. NATSO will meet FebtuatY 4-8 in Nashville, TN, and TeA Will meet
March 15·19 in'K~ ID.

-so-

NATSO" Inc. (fi'nn(rfy rile NatiartJzJ Assodilti()"~Trud:slD, 0raators) is rlre ,rofessioil4! and
Jt.gisUaivt rtpre.struarivt afAJrtujca.·s 13$ .i1IiOtf 'favll ,l4z,2 a7Ul rr~kszo" ilUlusrry. NATSO was (tJunded
in '1960 hy lrllC£SCQ, O,U{il.wrs a.s a mt,OIS u("UZ1UIgiffg atilt i"'ormllti<m on their trUltutd cuswmus. Today
NATSO aas IJS the voice DfruuJ sourct of In(orm41iorr. en chi. diverse tra.vel"laza and uucl:sr01' IUUSlf'/;

• lOtlaUClS an atlHU4{ COnvCII"'·OIl aM mule sW arrulded by Oll~r 2,()()() irtdusuy /~4.ders; rtP'UUJlS the ".
, indUStry ill Washington D1I Itgis{arivt. tId legulAtory manus; tmd $llppDnS t.ffaru to gtIfUlllly impr(J'Jt the
business d{mat~ in which irs IftUPlbers rlptrcte..

BIlSt.4 ill Alexandria,. VA 1M Ttv.C~o4d Carriers Associ.tiDn is ~ n4fiDnal "ade m~ia'ion

r~prese1fting tht. Nonh AmuiuJI tTucldoIJd st.gmtllr ofthe 1Mlor C/Uf;er i'lV1usrry - 4." (Ne, 134 bl/liDH
inJustry wich mort rhaN 340/000 truas, TCA tlJ.ilors its ,roduas and setVice.s tD adirlSS rhe fields Df Irs
ttt.a.rly '1,000 memhers WM indu.dt. dry van, rt.frigtrared. {Iaz6et i"ruJnDdaJ cc1l.tainm, .Ni.4ump-mziltf
tru.cltload Cllf"'er~. The TT1Id!Jcu o.rrius Ass~dl1l.ri()rtis a rraticrtal" independent (JrflJJl'iu.li~1'14ffililU!d

1#ich t~ Am,riCtlfl Trucmg AssociatioftS, 17'1l.


