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Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554
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EX PARTE PRESENTATION

Re: CC Docket No, 96-128

Dear Ms. Salas:,

On Wednesday, April 1, 1998, Albert Kramer and Robert Aldrich of Dickstein
Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky LLP, on behalf of American Public Communications Council
("APCC"), met with Thomas Power, Advisor to Chairman William E. Kennard, regarding
the above-referenced matter. During the meeting, we discussed the positions that are
detailed in the APCC's filings in the reconsideration phase of this proceeding. We also
discussed the enclosed Press Release and additional materials that were previously
submitted to the Chairman's office by Bell Atlantic.

Please contact the undersigned ifyou have any questions.

~z
Robert F. Aldrich

RFA/nw
cc: Thomas Power
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. Contact: Paul Savuy 703.709.8561
NATSO,Inc.

1199 N,F~ Street, Suite 801, Alexandria, VA 22$14
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TruckIOIQ Carrltzs Assoclation

2200 Millmel, Alexandria, vh 22314

'-

PlI.y "hlJftC 800-N",,,,r,a Fus

Trucking Industry Explores Market-Driven Solutions
AlEXANDRIA VA - Motor carrlers are seeing their BOO-number costs intrease as much as 150
·percent as a result of the rederal Communications Commission's (FCC) ded.sion to set a 28.4
cents-per-<:all compensation xate on 800-num'ber a11s made &om pay telephones. Seeking to find
innovative business solutions to address this untenab1esituaticn, the Truddoad Caniers
Assodatjon (TCA) and.NATSO, Inc. (representingAmenca's travel plazas and ttuckstops) are

~ a request for proposal (RFP) to members of the telecommunications lncluSUj' neXt week.

Seve:rallong cUstante c:om.panies announced six to seven percent race inaeases t.o toll-free numbers
in mid·1997 to c~ver the compensation to pay phone providers. In addition to the rate increase,
these same long distanCe companies have chosen to impose a charge of 28.4 eenrs ?er call or more.

to the CUStomer.

-wmIe we believe pay phone ope.rators should be compensated fairly for use of their phones, our
information In.dicatea that the FCC compensation tate of28.4 cents pet call overstates the costs'"
saidTCA President lana Batts. 'We also believe that some long distan~e companies have taken
advantage of the situation to double and even triple dip to recoup the Co~ts they pass on to pay
phone. provideI$.-

-NATSO wholeheartedly sup-ports TCA's appeal to long distance companies for more tompeti$e
80()..number tates,' said NATSO President W. Dewey Cower. ~e believe the goal of fairly .
compensating pa.y phone providers can be accompli!hed without long distance providers doubli·

chargingttu~ ~ompanies and other users of 800 numbm.'

Working with the telecommunications industty, the twO groups h9pe to find market solutions to
this unnecessaty burden aD. the auck1ng industry.
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TCA and NATSO know the following about the market:

• There are more than 14,000 pay phones at NATSO member truckstops across the country.

• These phones have the second highest average usage of ;ill pay phones after airport pay
phones. Only seven percent of the pay phones in tnlckstops are owned by ttuc.kstop
operatQ~. the malority are owned by the Baby Bell companies or independent pay pho~
providers. I

• The typical })&y phone cost! 12,000-18,000 each. The majority of the pay phones in
truckstops dIe the off-the-shelf "'Princess" phan~s found at restaurant tables and cast 1150

plus associated costs.

. • Aluge percentage of the incoming Soo-number pay phone calls to trucking companies are
made from trowtops.

• Twenty percent of TCA members generate ID.O!e than nine million BOO-number calls per
month at 2.5 minut= per call

•
To detennine th.elr continued strategies, rtpresentatives from TCA and NATSO will attend the
other's annual meeting. NATSO will meet Februaxy4-8 in Nasb.ville, TN, and TCA will meet
Marcll15~19 i.e. KOM, ID.

-90-

NATSO, Inc. (fonnt.rty rhe Natimr41A5sat~tion gfTrudmDI' Opuacors) i. rht ,ra(t.ssioMJ and
JegisUnivt rtprestruat;vt ofAmui'll's 13j hilfiQrJ rf4v~/1'l4ztJ. tmd tr~mo, ilUblstry. NATSO was founded
in '1960 ITy tr~cI?sIQ' 0F'U'atQrs as a IfUf(PJS oflftalfl1gzifg crullt ittfo",uniors on their numuzl cusromus. Today
NATSO aas lIS the voice Dfand source of Ilfforllf4.rion en lht. divast ,ra.vel,IQZA ana uucJ..srQ1' lHdusuy;

. conducts an aHHual convuario" aruJ. mule $htN arretfded by f)IIU 2,000 indll$tty It.adets; reprutttrs the '.
, ituJUSlry ill Washington. on Itgislarive mr41t.gulattJry manus; tmd $U,pDnS tffons 10 gMUI1.1ly imprC'olt the
busirttss climate. in 'l1hich irs mt:mbefr 111't.r«tt.

BlJ.st!d ill A1tXa.ntIria,. VA 1M Tt'udt1olUl CarrieTs A$sooatiD" is "114tiJ",allraat. ~ocialion
"presenting rhe Nonh Ammlillf rruddoJJ.4 stgmtnr ofthe lMIOr clUtier i'lUlusrry - an ~er 1.34 "{/lion
industry with mort rhall 3401000 lfUW. TCA ,ailors it5 produa.s luul services to address rhe net.tis afIrs
nea.rly ~,oao ~mh£rs whD i1ldude dry van, rt.(rigt.raced. flAI*et inrulI1/)dtJ} "'lI.tain~ .nddump-lfizile.r
trucJt1tJad carders. The TruaJo4J1 Ozrrius AsSOGlaziort is a rratio"a~ indll'(Mt,lfZ orJ!!Driuti(JI'l 4ffi/i4l.ed
1#irh the Am,riClJ.ft Truddftg Assoc;atioftS, lru..
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