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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Petition ofLCI Telecom Corp.
for Declaratory Rulings

)
)
)
)

CC Docket No. 98-5

REPLY COMMENTS OF MINDSPRING ENTERPRISES, INC.

MindSpring Enterprises, Inc. ("MindSpring"), by its undersigned counsel, submits the

following Reply Comments in response to the Petition ofLCI International Telecom Corp. ("LCI")

for Expedited Declaratory Rulings (the "Petition"). MindSpring, a publicly traded company

(NASDAQ: MSPG), is a national Internet access provider offering subscribers a complete and easy-

to-use Internet access solution. As such, both MindSpring and its subscribers have a strong interest

in the rapid, Nationwide deployment of advanced telecommunications services and capabilities,

including high-bandwidth digital access line services that will allow greatly improved Internet access

for residential and small business customers.

MindSpring agrees strongly with the comments of Level 3 Communications, Inc. in this

proceeding. The Bell operating companies currently have an effective monopoly over local loop

facilities, and thereby impose both a physical bottleneck and a bandwidth bottleneck on service

providers who seek access to residential and small business premises. Understandably, these

companies as currently structured have no particular interest in or motivation to make it easier for

unaffiliated companies to use these facilities, because the Bell companies themselves seek to

preserve and expand their market share in both the local exchange and Internet access service

markets. Therefore, MindSpring supports the proposals of Level 3 (as well as the similar views of
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MCl, WorldCom, and other commenting parties) for the Commission to explore regulatory

alternatives that would either require or encourage restructuring of the Bell companies, and perhaps

other large incumbent LECs, to separate their bottleneck facilities from their competitive businesses.

Respectfully submitted,
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vRussell M. Blau
SWIDLER & BERLIN Chtd.
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 424-7835 (Phone)
(202) 424-7645 (Fax)
rmblau@swidlaw.com (e-mail)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 22nd day of April 1998, copies of Reply Comments of

MindSpring Enterprises, Inc. were served by first class mail or hand delivered on the following:

John T. Lenahan
Larry A. Peck
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Room4H86
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

Donald W. Downes, Chairman
Glenn Arthur, Vice-Chairman
Jack R. Goldberg, Commissioner
John W. Betkoski, III, Commissioner
Linda Kelly Arnold, Commissioner
Connecticut Department ofPublic Utility
Control
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051

James G. Pachulski
Edward D. Young III
Michael E. Glover, Of Counsel
1320 North Courthouse Road
Eighth Floor
Arlington, VA 22201

Robert J. Murphy, Executive Secretary
Connecticut Department of Public Utility
Control
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051

Robert M. Lynch
Durward D. Dupre
Michael J. Zpevak
One Bell Plaza, Room 3008
Dallas, TX 75202

Eugene D. Cohen
326 West Granada Road
Phoenix,Arizona 85003

Anne K. Bingaman
Douglas W. Kinkoph
LCI International Telecom Corp.
8180 Greensboro Drive
Suite 800
McLean, Virginia 22102

Peter A. Rohrbach
Linda L. Oliver
Hogan & Hartson
Columbia Square
555 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Janice M. Myles
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rocky N. Unruh
Morgenstein & Jubelirer
One Market
Spear Street Tower, 32nd Floor
San Francisco, California 94105

International Transcription Service
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Robert J. Aamoth
Steven A. Augustino
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 - - 19th Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Genevieve Morelli
Executive V.P. and General Counsel
The Competitive Telecommunications
Association
1900 M Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

James S. Baszak
Levin Blaszak Block & Boothby, LLP
2001 L Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20036

Economic Consultant
Lee L. Selwyn, President
Economics and Technology, Inc.
One Washington Mall
Boston, MA 02108

Danny E. Adams
Peter A. Batacan
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 - 19th Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Rachel J. Rothstein
Vice President Regulatory and Government
Affairs
CABLE & WIRELESS, INC.
8219 Leesburg Pike
Vienna, VA 22182

Laurie 1. Bennett
John L. Traylor
Dan L. Poole, of Counsel
1020 19th Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Charles R. Morgan
William B. Barfield
Jim O. Llewellyn
M. Robert Sutherland
1155 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1700
Atlanta, GA 30309-3610

David G. Frolio
1133 - 21st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Michael K. Kellogg
Austin C. Schlick
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd & Evans,
P.L.L.c.
1301 K Street, NW, Suite 1000 West
Washington, DC 20005

Philip F. McClelland
Asst. Consumer Advocate
Office of Consumer Advocate
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
1425 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Catherine R. Sloan
Richard L. Fruchterman, III
Richard S. Whitt
WorldCom, Inc.
1120 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036-3902

James Bradford Ramsay
Assistant General Counsel
National Association ofRegulatory

Utility Commissioners
Post Office Box 684
1100 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 603
Washington, DC 20004

Charles C. Hunter
Catherine M. Hannan
Hunter Communications Law Group
1620 I Street, NW, Suite 701
Washington, DC 20006



David J. Newburger
Newburger & Vossmeyer
Counsel for Campaign for
Telecommunications

Access
1 Metropolitan Square, Suite 2400
St. Louis, MO 63102

Keith Maydak
Box 905
Rye Brook, NY 12977

Amy G. Zirkle
KeciaBoney
Frank Krogh
Lisa R. Youngers
Lisa B. Smith
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Ronald Binz, President & Policy Director
Debra Berlyn, Executive Director
John Windhausen, General Counsel
Competition Policy Institute
1156 - 15th Street, NW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20005

Mark C. Rosenblum
Leonard 1. Cali
Richard H. Rubin
295 North Maple Avenue
Room 325213
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Christopher J. White
Deputy Assistant Ratepayer Advocate
The State of New Jersey
Division of the Ratepayer Advocate
31 Clinton Street, 11th Floor
Newark, NJ 07101

Ernest G. Johnson, Director
Public Utility Division
Maribeth D. Snapp, Deputy General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
Oklahoma Corporation Commission
P.O. Box 25000-2000
Oklahoma City, OK 73152-2000

James M. Smith
Vice President, Law & Public Policy
Excel Telecommunications, Inc.
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

Cindy Z. Schonhaut
Executive Vice President of Government
Affairs & External Affairs
ICG Communications, Inc.
161 Inverness Drive
Englewood, CO 80112

Albert H. Kramer
Robert F. Aldrich
Valerie M. Furman
Christopher T. Mcgowan
Dickstein Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky LLP
2101 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037-1526

Teny Ferguson
Level 3 Communications
3555 Farnam Street, Suite 241
Omaha, Nebraska 68131


