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April 24, 1998

Ms Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

RE: DTV CONSTRUCTION STATUS REPORT, by May I, 1998, Channel 7 of Detroit Inc
for WXYZ-DT, Channel 41, Detroit Michigan.
File No. BPCDT-970916KG
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Dear Ms Salas;

Although not listed in §76, footnote 164 of the FIFTH REPORT AND ORDER, MM Docket..,87-268jl
(FCC 97-116), Scripps Howard Broadcasting Company (SHBC) committed WXYZ-DT (Channel 7 of
Detroit Inc.) to an 18 month construction schedule with the goal of completion by November 1, 1998.

This is a report on the progress toward the potential achievement of the November 1,1998 goal.
Up to this point in time, our plan has been for an earlier build-out date for the purpose of testing and
field measurements.

An order has been placed with Harris for a transmitter, but without the frequency determining parts,
A letter of intent has been given to Dielectric Communications for a channel 41, antenna. The delivery
cycle is presently about six months for the antenna and transmitter. Installation time will be in addition
to any delivery cycle. The final order for this equipment can not be placed until a construction permit
is received from the FCC since both the transmitter and the antenna are frequency sensitive and therefore
must be built for the DTV channel as finally permitted by the FCC. Because WXYZ-DT will be about
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until the DTV channel is confirmed by construction permit

The application for channel 41, was stamped received September 16, 1997, by FCC MELLON. To date,
WXYZ has not learned of any final action relative to granting of the WXYZ-DT construction permit.

It has been determined from a completed tower study, that a DTV channel 41 , antenna "just fits" on the
existing tower, below the existing channel 7, WXYZ-TV antenna and in the space presently occupied by
the existing channel 7, standby antenna. The standby antenna will be moved into a position lower on the
tower, in a space presently occupied by a standby FM antenna. The standby FM antenna is owned by a
lessee who has agreed to move the antenna to another site.
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Because there are only a few tower companies capable ofcompleting the installation work required for
WXYZ-DT, a retaining fee has been paid to, and a contract has been signed with a tower erection
company for the necessary work and the erection of the DTV antenna. Even with this having been
done, it will be necessary for the tower erector to place WXYZ into their busy work schedule. The fmal
work schedule can not be confirmed until the necessary construction permit is received from the FCC,
the antenna is ordered and the antenna delivery date is firmed.

A contract has been signed with Grass Valley for the studio equipment to support a DTV operation. A
contract has been signed with NDS for an encoder. All of this equipment will be delivered and can be
installed prior to November 1, 1998.

A building has been constructed with the approval of the City of Southfield. It will be used to house
the DTV transmitter. The building is presently being used for storage.

In conclusion, it is unlikely that WXYZ will be able to meet the November 1, 1998, on-air goal for
WXYZ-DT. While every reasonable effort will be made to achieve the November I, 1998, goal, we are
unable to predict a completion date without a construction permit.

Sincerely,

Warren Happel
Vice President Engineering
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c Mike Doback, WXYZ
Frank Gardner, SHBC
John Morgan, FCC
Richard M. Smiih, FCC
Donald Zeifang, Baker and Hostetler


