
percent ofthe incumbent LEC-provided access lines in the U.S. USTA's nonrural carrier

support should be based on forward-looking economic cost.

The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully submits a Petition for
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

DOCKET ALE COpy ORIGINAL

In the Matter of

Extension of Time to file comments in the above-referenced proceeding. USTA is the principal

On May 4, the Common Carrier Bureau released a Public Notice requesting new

Selected Issues Regarding the Forward-Looking
Economic Cost Mechanism for Universal
Service Support

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION
PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

members are subject to the Commission's determination that federal universal service high cost

trade association of the local exchange carrier (LEC) industry. Its members provide over 95

information and detailed comments on the appropriate input values for the forward-looking

economic cost mechanism and the level of the revenue benchmark for nonrural carriers.

Comments were requested on May 26 and reply comments by June 9. USTA requests that the

Bureau extend the comment date to June 26, 1998 and the reply comment date to July 23, 1998.

USTA notes that the Common Carrier Bureau has also released a Public Notice

requesting comment by May 15 and reply comments by May 29 on new proposals filed on April

27 to revise the methodology for determining universal service support. One of the issues which

No. of Copies rec'dO+()
UstABCDE



is before the Bureau in those comments is whether a revenue benchmark or a cost benchmark

should be adopted. In addition, the Bureau has requested comment on May 26 and reply

comments on June lOon proposals to monitor universal service. These overlapping and

simultaneous comment cycles, particularly during a holiday, put a severe strain on resources

since in the majority of companies the same personnel are responsible for responding to all of

these proceedings. To the extent that the Bureau is considering new proposals to determine

universal service support, filing comments on the level of the revenue benchmark or on certain

input values may be premature.

In addition, the Bureau has not yet adopted the model platform design for which the input

values will be utilized. Both the HAl and BCPM models contain hundreds of inputs on which

the Bureau has requested comment. The Bureau is well aware of the importance of the input

values because the inputs determine the amount of universal service support which will be

available to nonrural carriers. For example, the difference between the low end estimate using

the HAl default inputs and the high end estimates using the BCPM default inputs is about six

billion dollars. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 requires that universal service be

"sufficient". Any differences between the output of the cost proxy model and the actual cost of

providing universal service will impact the maintenance of affordable, high quality universal

servIce.

USTA's nonrural carriers must have sufficient time to provide their comments on these

inputs. Three weeks is not enough time to update data as necessary and to analyze the inputs in

order to develop comments. The public interest is best served by providing all parties adequate

time to comment on the inputs to the platform models. Therefore, USTA requests that the

2



Commission extend the time for filing comments to June 26, 1998 and the time for filing reply

comments to July 23, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,

~EL~ASSOCIATION

Its Attorneys:

May 19, 1998

Lawrence E. Sarjeant
Linda Kent
Keith Townsend

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 326-7248
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robyn L.j. Davis, do certify that on May 19, 1998 Petition for Extension of Time

of the United States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered, or deposited in the

u.s. Mail, first-class, postage prepaid to the persons on t~~/jservice list.
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Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 814
Wdshington, DC 20554
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Wdshington, DC 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 826
Wdshington, DC 20554

The Honorable H. Russell Frisby
Maryland PSC
Six Paul Street
16th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Ann Dean
Maryland PSC
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16th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Bridget Duff
Florida PSC
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Tallahassee, FL 32399

Emily Hoffnar
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, NW
Room 8617
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 832
Wdshington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

The Honorable David Baker
Georgia PSC
244 Washington Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30334

Tom Boasberg
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Rowland Curry
Texas PUC
1701 North Congress Avenue
P.O. Box 13326
Austin, TX 78701

Kathleen Franco
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Paul Gallant
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554



Timothy Peterson
Federal Communications Commission
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Room 8613
Wdshington, DC 20554

Kevin Schwenzfeier
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Three Empire State Plaza
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Sheryl Todd (8 copies)
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, NW
Room 8611
VVashington, DC 20554

rhe Honorable Kenneth McClure
Vice Chairman
Missouri Public Service Commission
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Suite 5~0

le!fel'son City, MO 65102

The Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capital Avenue
Pierre, SO 57501

Lisa Boehley
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, NW
Room 8605
Washington, DC 20036

Charles Bolle
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State Capital - 500 E. Capital Avenue
Pierre. SO 57501

Thor Nelson
Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel
1580 Logan Street
Suite 610
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Tiane Sommer
Georgia PSC
244 Washington Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30334

The Honorable Julia Johnson
Commissioner
Florida Public Service Commission
Capital Circle Office Center
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399

The Honorable Sharon L. Nelson
Chairman
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250
Olvmpia, WA 98504

Martha S. Hogerty
Public Counsel for the State of Missouri
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Harry S. Truman Building
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Nebraska Public Service Commission
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1200 N Street
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Federal Communications Commission
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Federal Communications Commission
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2100 M St., NW, Room 8922
Washington, DC 20554
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Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554
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Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554
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Bryan Clopton
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Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554
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Suite 400
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Pennsylvania Public Utilities Commission
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Federal Communications Commission
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Iowa Utilities Board
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Federal Communications Commission
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11\\ 15th Street. NW
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TeJal Mehtu
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M St, NW, Room 8625
Washington, DC 20554
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New York Public Service Commission
Thrpe Empire Plaza
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Office of the Chairman
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I'ederal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554
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Stdte Staff Chair
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Federal Communications Commission
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505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102
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Pamela Szymczak
Federal Communications Commission

2000 L Street, NW
Room 257
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of the Secretary
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401 N. Michigan Avenue
Suite 308
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Norman D. Rasmussen
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Lori Wright
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American Foundation for the Blind
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Suite 250
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Suite 400
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2000 L Street, NW
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Amy E. Dougherty
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Maggie Murphy
STAR Program
300 Centennial Building
658 Cedar Street
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jim Williams
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