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Lack of Respect for the Commission's Rules

The creation of any expanded relationship between the frequency coordinators

and the Commission is fraught with danger. It would create a situation that was ripe for

abuse. The many examples of arrogant abuse of power demonstrated in this discussion

should make this fact crystal clear.

The approval by the Commission of this ARRL petition is the first step in

empowering the NFCC to a position ofpolitical control as the "coordination god." There

are ulterior motives, not explained in the proposal. This lack of candor should not be

rewarded. It has been demonstrated in this discussion that the NFCC is attempting to

deceive the Amateur Community, deceive the Commission, take over control ofthe local

coordination councils by arrogant, heavy handed tactics, and intimidation, drive certain

modes which are legal under Commission Rules from certain bands, when the NFCC

leadership cannot get certain elements of their agenda passed by their membership they

seek changes to their bylaws which would allow them to pass these elements of their

agenda over the objection oftheir membership. Approving this ARRL petition is the first

step in empowering this private sector NFCC monopoly and this corrupt NFCC

leadership.

These people have shown a consistent gross disrespect for the Commission

through their acts of misrepresentation and deceit. They have also shown a gross

disrespect for the Commission's rules through their consistent failure to uphold the

definition of a Frequency Coordinator and through their attempt to thwart the
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Commission's intent that the Amateur Radio Service licensees in a local or regional area

decide for themselves who their Frequency Coordinator will be.

The Commission has a duty to say NO to this. The Commission has a duty to

dismiss this ARRL petition for rulemaking lI
. The Commission has a duty to uphold it's

just and reasonable Rules and to uphold the public's protection under "The

Administrative Procedures Act."

Conclusion

The Commission should wholly reject this inappropriate petition and reaffirm its

current Rules. It should also state that in situations such as exist in Indiana that the

"marketplace," that is the "amateur operators whose stations are eligible to be auxiliary or

repeater stations in a local or regional area12
" and not a private sector lobbyist or a

"coordination god" shall ultimately determine what group or groups shall serve as the

"recognized" Frequency Coordinators. RM-9259 should therefore be dismissed with full

prejudice. The valuable time ofthe Commission's staff should not be consumed with this

proposal any further.

1I The Commission has already, wisely designated this petition for comment, thus
sidestepping the inappropriate tactics suggested by their request for a "declaratory
ruling." We understand from the ARRL's statement in "The ARRL Letter" Vol. 17, No.
17 dated April 24, 1998 that "designating a request for 'declaratory Ruling' for public
comment is unusual." See Exhibit ''C''
12 47 CPR Section 97.3 (a) (21)
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Exhibit A

All persons who recognize MlliMA as frequency coordinator in Indiana have
signed affidavits indicating this support. The following 16 pages contain copies of these
241 affidavits. This support ofMlliMA is clearly stated and easily demonstrable.
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Exhibit B

The first Email message is from Mr. George R (Dick) lsely, WD9GIG, now
W9GIG. The second Email message is from Mr. Steve Mendelsohn, WA2DHF who is
now the ARRL First Vice President. At the time that the Email Message was sent he was
the Hudson Division Director and a member ofthe Ad Hoc repeater committee.

From: dick@mcs.com
Date: Tue, 1 Aug 95 22:43 CDT
To: coordinator@cs.tamu.edu
Cc: quiat@csn.net
Subject: Meeting Attendance-Voting-News Media & Other Klingons

1 AUG - 2150 CDT

I have been listening to all ofthe thoughts and comments flowing back and forth on this
re-mailer, and while I don't necessarily agree with all ofthe ideas put forth, I think it is
great that we have this facility available to the coordination community. While this re­
mailer is not totally removed from the general amateur public's view, it is pretty good ­
which leads me to thoughts on the media:

1. MEDIA: I do not think it is a good idea to allow this re-mailer to be accessed by the
amateur news media, reps from the manufacturing and sales organizations, or "interested"
individuals. We need this forum to exchange ideas without the necessity ofhaving to
defend ourselves in public. The various Klingons and Romulans will eventually pick up
the gist ofwhat is said - but by the time they do, the information will either be out of
date, discarded, or agreed upon - so that their observations will not carry much weight.

2. MEETING ATTENDANCE: I would prefer that the various forms oflife discussed in
#1 above be excluded from the meeting - but this is not really practical. Instead they
should be allowed to attend in silence. Lobbying in the halls outside ofthe meeting is
O~ but no comments or suggestions from the floor. This ofcourse means that those
entitled to speak will have to have a prominently displayed ID badge of some type listing
who they are and who they represent.

As a corrallary to this, the media should be held accountable for what they publish and
the manner in which it is published. I don't know how this can be done, but it should be
done.

3. VOTING: I have now read of several ideas on voting. Obviously, it should be done
ONLY by representatives ofthe various coordination entities in the country. But an old
familiar problem arises about who should be the representative(s) from each entity.
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The voting representative from Illinois WILL NOT be our frequency coordinator. The
Illinois Repeater Association Frequency Coordinator is the "hired gun" appointed by the
IRA President with the advice and consent of the IRA Board ofDirectors. Our FC is
asked to provide input on coordination rules, policy, and procedures - but he does not get
to vote on what they will be. This serves to isolate him from most of the political
pressures attendant with many coordination requests. I would also add that frequency
decoordinations are handled by our board using a very specific set ofprocedures.

Ifthere is to be only one designated voting representative per state coordination group,
that person from Illinois will be the IRA President or in his absence, the IRA Vice
President.

However, if the voting is to be limited, as privately suggested to me by a few people, to
only the recognized regional coordination organizations -- many states with recognized
coordination groups would be disfranchised. In this category are MACC, T-MARC, T­
SARC, and a few others, and SERA which does not have individual state groups within
its organization.

At the other extreme are a few sparsely populated states with little more than a couple
of locally recognized volunteer coordinators, who under the one vote per state concept
would have voting power equal to those states with far more amateurs, repeaters,
digipeaters, etc.

Lacking a better method, I suggest that the voting should be weighted state by state,
using a weight factor based on amateur population, number ofcoordinated repeaters, or
some other factor to reflect spectrum user population - with each state having a minimum
ofl vote.

4. AGREEMENT: Whatever voting system is used, it must be agreed to by the majority
ofthe recognized coordination groups present. And my interpretation ofthe term
"recognized coordination groups" means those groups and individuals facilitating and/or
actually doing coordination work - not the wannabes and rogue coordinators that are
planning on attending this meeting.

These are my thoughts on these matters. VOTING rules are the most important item ­
everything else is affected by whatever voting rules we adopt. Without majority
agreement on who is to vote and how much weight to give each vote (or how many votes
per state), nothing substantial will be done.

Give it your best shot guys...

73 - Dick Isely, WD9GIG

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

From: MENDELS@ccabc.com (MENDELS)
Date: Mon, 11 Sep 1995 17:27 EST
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To: coordinator@Cs.tamu.edu
Cc: dsumner@arrl.org, 0002805867@mcimail.com, quiat@csn.net,

2532026@mcimaiLcom, 0002993599@mcimaiLcom, 2349723@mcimail.com,
2542030@mcimail.com, 3ll3659@mcimail.com, dsumner@arrl.org

Subject: October Meeting Agenda

Repeater Coordinator's Meeting
Noah's Ark Hotel
St. Charles, Missouri
October 7, 1995

8:00 AM Registration

8:30 AM Introduction ofparticipants - - Marshall Quiat, AGOX
Director, Rocky Mountain Division,
Chairman, AdHoc Repeater Committee

Welcome - - ARRL President Rod Stafford, KB6ZV

Keynote Address - - Ralph A. Haller, Deputy Chief,
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission

Consideration ofthe agenda for the meeting - - Mr. Quiat

Proposed Agenda

1. Discussion and Decision: Response to FCC request that it be provided
a single point ofcontact with the coordination community, through which
the FCC would recognize and support local and regional coordinators.

2. Discussion and Decision: Determination whether coordinators would
support repeater licensing, subject to the applicant's acceptance of
coordination recommendations and with provisions for trial or temporary
operation.

Break

3. Organize breakout groups to discuss:

GROUP A. Purposes, funding and possible structure ofan umbrella
organization ofcoordinators including:

1) Relationship with the FCC;
2) Relationship with the ARRL;
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3) Relationship with other user groups,
e.g. digital and ATV

GROUP B. Procedure for bringing coordination issues that cannot otherwise
be resolved to the FCC for action; rules changes required to improve
coordination process.

GROUP C. How to develop standards for service by coordinators, dispute
resolution, how appeals of local coordinators decisions should be handled
and orderly succession ofcoordinators/coordination bodies.

GROUP D. The extent to which coordinators should coordinate emitters
other than repeaters, whether coordinators should attempt to resolve
interference between repeaters and other kinds ofamateur stations and how
the introduction ofnew technologies should be recognized and encouraged
by the coordination community.

Lunch

1:00 PM Brief status reports from each breakout group to the full meeting.
Then breakout groups reconvene to continue their work.

4. Breakout groups report to the full meeting; Meeting considers
acceptance ofreports.

5. Summary ofday's actions, determination ofwhat happens next.

6. Selection ofcommittees for follow-up, ifappropriate.

5:00 PM Adjournment

Location Information:

Noah's Ark Hote~ St. Charles, Mo.
I-70 at 5th Street South
St. Charles, Missouri 63303
(314) 946-1000
(800) 332-3448
Free courtesy van from airport
Six miles west ofairport on I-70

Who will vote:

Each state coordination organization will have one vote.
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Multi-state umbrella organizations such as MACC or SERA will have an
additional organizational vote.

Where a state is found to have more than one coordination organization
within the state, each shall get one vote.

Where an organization has multiple coordinators or multiple service areas
within a state that organization shall have only one vote.

At least one member ofthe ARRL Repeater AdHoc Committee will participate
in each breakout group as a non-voting resource person.

Each breakout group will select its own chairman. All those who choose to
go to a breakout group will be entitled to vote in that group regardless
ofthe number ofvotes their organization has in the full meeting.

The chairman ofeach breakout group will report on recommendations ofthat
group including minority or dissenting opinions to the full meeting.

Votes on reports ofeach breakout group will be taken at the final
seSSIon.

The 1995-1996 ARRL Repeater Directory listing ofcoordination entities
will be used to determine the number ofentities entitled to vote at the
general sessions.

Only Coordinator Organizations shall be entitled to vote at the full
meeting.

Question: My group has 5 band coordinators, 4 state area coordinators, a
President and a Board ofDirectors. How many votes do we have?

Answer: In the full meeting you have ONE vote. In the breakout meetings
all attendees who are representatives ofcoordination organizations are
enfranchised to vote.

Proxies will NOT be accepted. Only those at the meeting may vote as per
the above.

A note from the AdHoc Committee: The Committee believes that few, if any,
votes will need to be taken as most issues should be handled by concensus.
Where issues clearly have no concensus they may be identified and put on
the agenda for future work.
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Special note: Ifyou know ofpotential attendees, please send a list of
names to me for logistical purposes. I will forward the list to ARRL
Headquarters and to other places for planning purposes. We want to make
sure that the facilities in St. Charles are adequate.

Please forward the list ofnames to:

Mendels@ccabc.com

-73- Steve Mendelsohn, WA2DHF
ARRL Hudson Division Director
Member, AdHoc Repeater Committee


