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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

REceIVED
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Re: In the Matter of Telephone Number Portability (Wireless)
CC Docket No. 95-116 Ex Parte

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to inform you that on June 4, 1998, Michele Gipson, Gary Hight and Ben
Almond, all of BellSouth Corporation met with Dan Phythyon, Chief of the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) and other members of the WTB concerning the
above referenced proceeding. The attached document was used for discussion purposes.
Please associate this notification and accompanying document with the docket
proceeding.

Also in attendance for the WTB were: Jeanine A. Poltronieri, Steven Weingarten,
Janice M. Jamison and Charlene Lagerwerff.

If there are any questions concerning this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

~Jf.$J
Ben G. Almond
Vice President-Federal Regulatory
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Wireless Number Portability

• Waiver ofCMRS 6/30/99 LNP obligation is both
timely and necessary

• Two major areas of concern:
- WNP Technical Issues

- WNP Roaming Requirement Issue

• Extent of required delay depends on FCC and
industry actions
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WNP Industry Activities

• Industry has been actively addressing WNP
requirements and impacts

- CTIA WNP Sub Task Group/Workshops

- NANC LNP Groups
- Wireless/Wireline Integration Task Force

- Technical & Operations Task Force

- LNP Working Group

- Standards - TR 45.2, TISI, and TIPI
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WNP Technical Issues

• Implementation impacts vary by technology
- "MIN" base technologies (AMPS, TDMA) have

complex network and operation systems impacts

- GSM technologies have less impacts due to existing
separate mobile station identifier

• TR 45.2 (AMPS, TDMA) schedule does not allow
necessary activities to support 6/30/99 date
- Phase I: WNP Query Protocol - Complete

- Phase II: Separation ofMIN/MDN - 2Q98

- Phase III: Ancillary Service Impacts - 4Q98
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WNP Technical Issues (continued)

• Interoperability issues are likely to occur
- Vendors have made design assumptions that may

impact interoperability

- Problems have yet to be identified and resolved

• Best case implementation date is June, 2000
- May be longer depending on resolution of "Roaming"

•Issue
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WNP Roaming Issue

• If a ported wireless subscriber (AMPS,TDMA)
roams in a non-LNP capable market, the serving
switch will incorrectly process certain call and
billing functions for that subscriber.

• Even after 6/30/99, many switches will not have
implemented LNP capabilities
- only top 100 MSAs have initial obligations

- market requests drive subsequent deployment

- carrier specific waivers may be granted
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WNP Roaming Issue (continued)

• Documented in NANC and CTIA Reports

• Incompatibility can cause:
- toll fraud

- incorrect callback scenarios (including E911 failure)

- incorrect CALEA actions

- incorrect service operation and other problems

• Problems extend internationally where no LNP
requirements exist.
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WNP Roaming Solution

• Solution depends on clarification ofFCC's
roaming requirements

• FCC and industry should weigh timeliness of
WNP implementation with regulatory and
technical impacts
- minimal technical impacts requires at least 1 year additional delay

- major technical impacts could require 2 - 4 years additional delay

• BellSouth supports FCC clarification based on
existing roaming requirements (Docket 94-54, 2nd R&O,
paragraph 10-14)
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Additional Concerns

• Number Conservation Initiatives
- State number conservation mandates (i.e., number

pooling) must be consistent with FCC WNP mandates

• All switches will not be WNP capable at the same
time.
- Carrier to carrier obligations with respect to porting

have not been addressed

- Carriers should not be obligated to port out subscribers
until their implementation deadline
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Immediate FCC Actions Required

• Provide clarification of roaming requirement in
relationship to WNP

• Grant waiver with sufficient time to resolve
technical and roaming issues

• Address relationship/obligations between carriers
that are LNP capable and those that are not

• Address potential conflict between federal WNP
deployment schedule and state number pooling
plans
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