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long-Distance Service
RHOC [/lIlV - The RIlOC,; ;\1,' ,111"1\'ed 1(1 Clllcr Ih,' h)[\/',

distance market Illr (he 11ISl tll11C Sll1Ce thc 19tH \ll\dJiII'r1
FilM! Judgement (MFJl th;\( !Jr\lkc up AT&T Pnlllll'
enterIng long distance, the RI\UCs I11USI sill'\\' th,\( r1I1'\

ha\ e ,'pcned their localncr\\\lIk, III \'l<\hk C<'I11IlI'WI"I)

local Telephone Service
COl11petitio/1 - The RBOCs are requIred to allow competltloll
uSing their local nerwork (as would any new entralH Into
rhe local phone market), thus breakmg up the monopoly
the baby Bells have held on local telephone service

lnle:lwnne:ction - An}' local phone company must allow
resale of its services and give competitOrs access to its
poles, conduits and rights of way Local phone companies
must pennit cusromers ro keep their individual phonc
numbers. even when they change service providers LocII
phone companies <lre reqUIred to make dialing as e,IS; for
customers of Olhcr Ser\lCe pro\'I(!crs as 11 IS for Ihell 11Wl1

l'/lll'C/'sal .servIce - Local phol1e companIes arc required
ro offer a mmlmum pack,lge 01 lelecommUl1IGUI11I1S "I'I

V1ces to customers at a "Just. reasonable and afrl llda!JIc"
price The FCC \vill deCIde what t)Ves of SCf\lCeS must he
offered to all parts of lhe country and will m,untaln (liT!

Sight of ull\versal Sef\lCe, proncllng updates about the
reqUired mmimum <IS techno\oh'Y changcs and Il11pr1."'(";

Miscellaneous Telephone
1\1""lIf;'IIII"".~' RBOCs;\I'(' pnnlltted ro 111,1IluLIIIUI"
(ekphol1c cqlllpl11elli lHH .. Ihn h,I\(' hecn ,lpprl1\t'r1 ["
Ililer I\lllg distance SCl'\lces Rllt,__K,,; ,,15\) h;l(\ hC1'11 1"I,hll,

lied h"111 m;1I11d"Cllllll1;~ UI1lI"1 ,h,' \~rl

he legislation changes communIcarions law elimlnallng
the legal baniers thar prevent telephone, cable TV and
olher companies from compering in each Olher's markel';
The new law allows dlC regHll1al Bell companies ([mO(,)

10 enrer long-distance servlce, electrOnic publishing and
equlpmenr manufactunng The Icglslanon allows telcphl1ne
comp;mles to enter m[o Video delivery and also deregll­
lares cable TV serVIces and r,llCS The TclecommunIC<1f1l1lh
t\ct further pennns a Single enlllY I') own TV S[;[(ll1l1S IhAr
reach up to 35 pereem nf U C, Iiousclioids and ,111,\\\··;
Increased forclgn ownership of I ! S [elephonc Cl1l11I,alllc,

As a refoml of US COmmUnlGlllOnS law, [he \q~I';lalJ()11

COIH,llI1S m<lny proV1slons Ihat llluch myriad Issues, 111;\lk('I';
and Indusrncs, Outlined below arc pro\lsions of rhe leglsla­
lion that may have a chrrci or Jf1chrecl effect Oil CEM.\ mem­
her COmp<lnleS, bur II IS IWI ,In ,:\hiIlIStlVC Iisr ll[ Stlpt!i:U[,)flS

he House of Representatives and Senate

oproved the House/Senate conference

greement on S652. the Telecommunications

ct of 1996. by overvvhehning margins on

3bn...ary 1. President Clinton signed the bill one

feek later. making it Public Lavv 104-104.
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Cable TV
DcrrgulcHlrH! - Senatc Bill 0')2 deregulates cahle rates for
services beyond thc basIc lIer aftC[ thrcc and a half years
fDr major cable syStems Systems wirh fewer Ihan 50,000
subscnhcrs arc dCICguLllcd ITnmci!t:ltcly Cahle companies
c,m fnrci',l) th" waillllg !wliod If a rclcj1llOnc company
c'mers rhell 111;lfh'r ;Hld [llllVrdcs \'H!<'O [)I'Clgrarnming to a
!':'lflp;)J:lhlc 11\1111\1('1 "I ';1\\""'11\1,'1';

Id"'/I"IlI' (ill"I'dlll", II\(, ;1' 1\'1'111111', 1,'IcI,Il<lIH' corn-

panies to offer video services, Tek, "me companies enter­
ing the video delivery market will be regulated according
to the transmission method they use (cable, wireless, etc.)

Opell Video System - Senate Bill 652 creates an enticy
called an "open video systcm" that can avoid considerable
regulation by turning over at least two-tlmds of its capac­
icy to unaffiliated programming,

Eshoo Provision - The Eshoo provision remains intact as
passed by the House Commerce Commiltee, The provi­
sion has a potentially chilling-if not deadly-effect on
the current decoder interface negotiations to allow for
compatibilicy among 1Vs, VCRs and cable systems,
CEMA worked diligently Wlth Rep, Eshoo and proponents
of the provision to improve the negative effects, hut par­
ties favoring the legislation were unwillmg [() make any
changes, During conference, language suggested by
CEMA clarifying and narrowmg the potcntlal application
of the Eshoo provisl<Jn was Illserted Irlrn dlC report
accompanying the hill

Competitive Availahility (1 5ct:lop Devrces - The confer­
ence agreement retained what was section 203 of HR155S
as passed by the House. This section, which was not
included in the Senate bIll, provides for the separation of
security from all other features and functions associated
with set-top naVlgation deVlces, allOwing for a dynamiC
competitive market in set-lilp boxes through thmi-pan:y
nonaffiliated retail vendors as well as manufacturers and
servIce proVlders

Broadcasting
ATV Spectrum - The legislation gives broadcasters addi­
tional "spectrum flexibilicy" in the use of their A1V chan­
nels, That flexibility, however, is limited to "ancillary and
supplementary" uses, provided the use is consistent with
provision of advanced television services and avoids dero­
gation of ATV services, including HDTV The provisions
limit the initial A1V licenses to current broadcasters and
require that the fCC use penetration of A1V televiSIon
receivers or potential loss of reception (NTSC) to a sub­
stantial portion of the publIc as criteria for the surrender
by broadcasters of their analog licenses Most importantly,
CEMA worked to ensure that the Telecommunications Act
of 1996 is silent on A1V spectrum auctions-a particU­
larly controversial issue in recent weeks, Rather than
SlOpping the HD1V process, as some inOuential members
of Congress had suggested, the bill allows the process to
advance, The issue of ATV spectrum auctions will be
disc\lssed funher in Congress and at the administration
[n the meantime, there are not likely to be any actual
assignments of A1V channels until this malter is resolved,

Media Concentration - Networks will be allowed to own
stations that reach up to 35 percent of u.s households, an
increase from the former 25 percent limit. A cap on own­
ing more than 20 fM and 20 AM radio stations is lifted,
but the bill maintains limits on the number of radio sta­
tions a Single company can own in a particular market

S(Jrcllitc TV - Tbe FCC is given exclusive Jurisdiction (0

regulale s;lIclhlC lV brnat!casls ..



Content
TV Violence - Both House and Senate bills went into the
conference wlth V-Chip mandates, Included in the House
bill was a second provision designed to encourage the
industry to establish a private sector technology fund to

help develop and bring to market parental control tech­
nologies. The conference agreement includes both a V­
Chip requirement and the technology fund language.
Dunng discussion of this issue, a number of positive
changes CEMA suggestions were incorporated into the V­
Chip provisions including: a two-year external period
dUring which no hardware mandate can be implemented;
the removal of a requirement to have time, channel and
program blocking features in alllVs; accommodation for
altemauve technolob'Y imd future technologies; and proVI­
sions reqUiring fCC consultation Wlrh 'IV manufacturers
(and in some cases limiting the FCC to an oversight role)
in sewng Standards and implementation dates

Online Obscenity - The legislation bans the dissemina­
tion of "ll1decent" material via online services and the
Internet It proVldes a legal defense for services and
Internet access providers if they made a good faith effon
In hlock indcu,nt rnateli<ll

Accessibility
Video Programming - The FCC is required to ascertain the
level at which video programming is closed captioned and
report to Congress. Withm 18 months after enactment of
the new law. thefCC must adopt regulations requiring all
new video programming to be closed captioned and pro­
gram providers to ma;...imize the accessibility of their pre­
existing video programming through closed captioning
The legislation also requires the FCC to study the use of
video descriptions to ensure accessibility of video pro­
gramming to individuals wlth visual impairments and
report to Congress wlth suggestions on how video
descriptions should be "phased" into the marketplace.

[qlllrmCn[ - The new law requires that "to the extent
readily achIevable." manufacturers of consumer premises
equipment (CPE) or telecommunications equipment
must ensure that their equipment can be accessed by
dISabled mdlVlduals. Within 18 months of enactment, the
Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board must develop guidelines for access to te!ecommunl­
cation~ eqUIpment and ePE for more injonlwtlon, (Onlll((

Joe PI'(~. eEMA Govcrnmenl & Legal Affairs, leI. 703-907­
7(),)2, {ux 703-(J07-7G'U; cl11ail Jpecn@eiao"g+
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Troubleshooting Optical Pickups
EMA's ProdUCt Services
Department is offering its lat­
est technical training video.
"Troubleshooting Optical
Pickups," to electronics tech­
nicians. educators and
EINCEMA member.;. The 4{)­

mmUle tape covers the theo-
ry of operation and diagnostic procedures
for opncal pickup devices used in video
laser players. CD players and CD·ROMs
in personal computer. The video is specif­
ICally aimed ar servicllIg technicians to
aSSlSl in differenuating the problem between the optical
device and its sunmJndltlg circuirry Accompanying the tape
IS a reference booklet that includes a glossary and sources
of service aides

Several individuals aided in the development of the
Vldeo, includmg Andre\\' Doyle ofJVC Service &

Engineering,
Da\;d McCollum
and Gregory
Romans of LG
Electronics
U.5.A, Inc, Gary
Backes and Dan
Susong of
Phillips
Consumer
ElectronIcs,
Thomas Klose of
Pioneer
Electronics Inc.
Michael DeRosa
of Son)'
ElcctroI1lcS Inc,

Marcel Rialland ofToshlba Consumer ProduCls and Allen
Renning of Yamaha Etectrol1lcs Corp.

The VHS tape is available for a prepaid COSt of $30. but
speCial member discountS are available. For more injOnllQ­

tion, contact Walter Seymour, CEMA Product Selvices, tel:
703-907-7659;Jrtx 70.3-907-7601; email: wsCY"lOur@eia.org+
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MOTION TO FILE COMMENTS ONE DAY LATE

Echelon Corporation ("Echelon"), by its attorneys, respectfully moves the

Commission, pursuant to Section 1.46(b) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(b),

for leave to file the attached comments on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

("NPRM") released in the captioned proceeding one day late.

Echelon's comments were completed prior to the filing deadline, but mechanical

photocopying difficulties delayed the production of sufficient copies for submission to

the Secretary until just minutes after 5:30 p.m. on Friday, May 16, 1997. The comments

and this motion are being filed before 10:00 a.m. on Monday morning, May 19, 1997, so

that the Commission, Commission Staff and all interested parties will in no way be

inconvenienced by the inadvertent delay and will be able to obtain Echelon's comments

from the Commission's contract copier along with those filed on Friday afternoon in

this docket.

The Commission's inclusion of the comments in the record is in the public

interest, will not prejudice interested parties, and will provide input that will allow the

Commission to more completely examine the issues raised in its NPRM. Echelon has


