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Re: Implementation ofSection 304 ofthe Telecommunications Act of1996

Commercial Availability ofNavigation Devices, CS Diet. No. 97-80

Dear Ms. Salas:

GTE Service Corporation, on behalf of its affiliates ("GTE"), respectfully submits this
letter in response to several recent ex parte presentations to the Commission in the above
referenced proceeding. GTE has previously filed comments and reply comments, and
GTE wishes to support those initial comments and to address additional issues recently
raised in this proceeding.

GTE supports the FCC's initiative to establish rules to achieve competition in the
availability of navigation devices. However, GTE believes that the Commission must
remain cognizant of the overriding need to nurture competition between providers of
cable TV services and must develop rules that do not jeopardize competitive providers of
cable services. In this regard, GTE is concerned about the scope and timing of the
proposed rules.

In the competitive environment envisioned by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, new
business entrants such as GTE must be able to differentiate their products and services.
GTE therefore believes that standardization and commercialization of navigation
equipment should be limited to functions such as receiving, decoding and tuning and
should exclude graphical user interfaces and other such "look and feel" elements of
programming distribution. Such elements form the basis for product differentiation in the
marketplace, and if such elements were standardized it may well eliminate the basis for
entry and thwart effective competition. Moreover, as to existing competitors, it could
endanger the viability of future enhancements and the evolution of cable systems. Thus,
the scope of the proposed rules must be appropriately limited to ensure that consumers
have choices among service providers as well as state-of-the-art technology.

As to the timing of the rules, GTE reiterates that the necessary standards still do not exist
to facilitate the portability and interoperability needed to make commercial availability
truly viable. GTE supports the development of such standards and recognizes the Open
Cable Forum's efforts in this regard. However, until comprehensive standards are
completed for navigation equipment, retail commercialization is impractical and rules
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governing commercialization are premature. Finally, the timeframe for implementing
any new rules must consider not only standards development, but also manufacturing
time and deployment requirements.

Please direct any questions concerning these comments to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

~r~~
Alan F. Ciamporcero
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs

CC: William H. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Cable Services Bureau


