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The Honorable Wnliam Kennard, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M S1reetNW
Washington, D.C. 20554

jUN . f~ 1998

Dear Chain::nan Kennardt

I'm greatly concerned by reporu that the FCC is considerine ta1cing action thaI would circumvent
Section 301(f) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. language which was adopted at my
w-ging and introduction.

As you know, Section 301(f) amended S"tion 624A of the Communications Act to limit the
FCC's authority on cable compatibility Sblndards (0 ollly lhosc affecting compatibility, not
additional features or protocols. This language was placed in the bill to ensure that set top bo'tes
did not become technology bottlenecks.

It's my undemanding that the FCC is now considering action on D. separare provision in the
Telecommunications Act, namely Section 629 addresAng commercial availability ofnavigalion
devices, which could have the effect ofViolating the letter and intent ofSectiun 301(t). If the
FCC adopts (or incorporateS) what is known as the decoder iDterfa~ standard as part ofthe
navigation rfevices prouedingt the Commission will have completely undermined fhe pro
competitive: .intenr ofSection 301(t) by going beyond compatibility questions, 81ld inserting
govcnu:n~nt regulation where market fOICes should prevail.

Addj,tiC"--,Jly, 1question the need. for the FCC to address commercial availability ofanalog set
tol' box~s at all, since we're moving quickly toward a digital-only ~nvironment. I urge you and
your fellow Commissioners not to act on the commercial availability ofnavigation devices in
disregard to Section 301 (t).

Thank you for your attention to this matter and I very much look forward to your response.

aGo EshoQ
Member of Congress
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