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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: LMCC Petition for Rulemaking (RM-9267)

Dear Ms. Salas:

I am writing to let you know of my support of the Petition for Rule Making filed by
LMCC seeking new spectrum allocations for private wireless users. Thank you for
quickly placing the petition on public notice.

Shreveport Communication, a 40-year company, with 30 employees has served the North
Louisiana and East Texas with all their wireless needs. Every week new companies are
opening up with communication needs. Existing companies are expanding and need new
equipment and spectrum.

Limited supply and in some case no supply ofprivate wireless spectrum in the 150 MHz,
450MHz, 800 MHz and 900 MHz bands has hurt our ability to meet the communications
needs of our customers.

Commercial systems such as cellular, PCS, 800 trunking can't solve all of the
communications needs. Many companies need special coverages and immediate
accessibility due to safety issues.

Everyday this issue becomes more and more a problem, thank you for addressing it in
such a timely manner. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 318
425-5977.

Sincerely,
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Thank You

Richard l. Moses
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Some of the problems caused by lack of spectrum are being taken care of by cellular telephone.
Cellphones work quite well but do not address all user needs for 2-way radio. In many farming situations,
instant communications are required for safty reasons. More frequency availability would provide
communications throughout an agricultural business, making them safer and more profitable.

This letter is to inform the FCC that I am in support of the Petition for Rule Making which was
filed by the LMCC seeking new spectrum allocations for private wireless users. t would like to thank the
FCC for quickly placing the petition on public notice.

By adding more spectrum, my business would be able to provide more capability to users in this
area, thereby providing more profitability to my business.

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: LMCC Petition for Rulemaking (RM-9267)

PRAIRIE STATES COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ®
P.o. Box 755 M

Imperial, NE 69033
308-882-4694 • 800-821-934iOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAl MOTOROLA

Authorized Two-Way
Radio Dea/~r

Because of spectrum crowding I am finding that it is increasingly difficult to provide for the
communications needs of persons and businesses in the Southwest Nebraska area. The 150 MHZ
spectrum is very congested and is getting more and more ·outside the area" interference. UHF
frequencies are not as bad, but will be in the near Mure. Range limitations, that were shortened a few
years ago, limit the ability of a lot of farmers and businessmen to cover the area they need. There are
800 MHZ SMRs in the area that do a good job even though they are becoming quite expensive to
operate on.

My company is located in Imperial Nebraska, which is a very rural area in Southwest Nebraska. I
have been established in the area since 1977 and currently employ six persons. My company is a
provider of communications equipment and service in the area. Over the years I have noticed that
available frequencies are becoming more and more congested. I would like the FCC to provide more
usable frequencies for the citizens in our area. I also use 2-way radio to conduct the day to day business
of my company.

In closing, I would like to see the FCC move forward and address the problems of lack of
spectrum as soon as possible.

cc: Senators Robert J. Kerry
ChuckHageJ
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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

, 1998

Subject: LMCC Petition for Rulemaking (RM-9267)

Dear Ms. Salas:

We are fIling this letter in support of the Petition for Rule Making fIled by the LMCC
that seeks new spectrum allocations for private wireless users. Thank you for placing
this petition on public notice in a timely manner.

We have been in the Two-way Radio Communications business for approximately
eighteen years here in rural southeastern Colorado. The city ofLamar is surrounded by
wide-open ranch and farm land with the closest city approximately 110 miles away.
Although we are a very small family business (five of us) and our customers number
around four hundred, the individual lives that two-way radio communication affects out
here is certainly in the thousands!

We sell, service and set up two-way radio/land mobile communications systems for state
and local governments (Le. school buses, fIre, police, ambulances, hospitals), as well as
private companies such as Utilities, Petroleum Exploration, and transportation. But
85% ofour customers are primarily Ranchers and/or Farmers. Several ranch/farming
families have been here for two and three generations and have come to depend on
two-way radios as a cost effective means to coordinate and manage their business
operations which can be spread over a couple of counties. Some so remote that they are
too far from conventional telephone land-lines and have had us set up a "Point-to-Point"
radio/telephone communication system for them. Our own business greatly depends on
two-way radio communications since our technicians are required to travel sometimes
as many as three hundred miles in a day in order to service customers in remote
locations. Cellular and pes service is not only quite expensive for small businesses but
out here in rural America we have a problem with cell coverage.

3406 /st Street SO., lamar, CO. 9/052 * 7/9-336-793/ * fax 7/9-336-9752 ~
No. of Copies rec'd,_~ _
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A couple of years ago our business was in the process ofobtaining an 800 MHz Trunked
SMR license when the FCC froze that spectrum. We lost customers who were ready to
go on that system and again when the FCC recently put a freeze on the 800 MHz
Conventional Spectrum.

As you can see, this issue is of significant importance to us as it will have a profound
impact on our business and on many other businesses that significantly contribute to
the overall economy within our State and Nation!

In concluding I urge the FCC to address these issues quickly as the problem associated
with the lack of spectrum are increasing.

Sincerely,

/I '/ .L",_,I" 4. " "',of ,....

Claudia M. Gill, EO

lei

3406 /st Street SO., lamar, CO. 8/052 * 7/9·336-783/ * fax 7/9·336·9752
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May 29,1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

Roger's Two Way Radio has been in business for 21 years. Roger's Two Way Radio
started as a law enforcement radio service center with only a dozen customers. Today, Roger's
Two Way Radio takes care of all communication within a 90 mile radius of Bemidji. Our staff
consists of 20 employees. Roger's Two Way Radio is a Motorola Service Center. We take
communication seriously, as it is our livelihood. Our business accomplishments include working
on all communication/radio equipment from 150-900 MHZ as well as cellular and paging
systems.

We are filing this letter in support of the petition for rule making filed by the L.M.C.C.
seeking new spectrum allocation for private wireless users. Our business depends solely on
customers that use private wireless radio systems on a daily basis. Roger's Two Wa.y Radio
exists solely to serve, sell and install two way radio communication equipment. Our business has
benefited the local economy, and has been in Bemidj i long enough to be a mainstay in the
community.

Many of the two way channels are already crowed, especially 150-450 MEG. area. In
our neck of the woods geogra.phy, as well as Norway Pine, limits the use of higher frequencies
for good communication. 800 MEG trunks work, but takes a lot more repeaters. The freeze of
the 800 channel, as well as the paging freeze, have drastically affected our business. We have
had situations in which the inability to provide a customers with their own channel has hurt our
profit. There are even situations where congestion on current channels has jeopardized the safety
of employees, with customers complaining to us that they want their own channels.

102 Uncoln Aye. S.E. BemldU. MN 5&601
(218) 751-3077 800-~·n-3077 FAX 751-0508
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Roger's Two Way Radio
Communications for Today/Quality and Service for Tomorrow

Page2

Cellular is not the answer. Phones are phones, and the ability to reach multiple units and
control fleets is not handled well with cellular. pes and cellular will not solve all
communication needs.

Roger's Two Way Radio needs more spectrum. We need to apply for a license as a small
business to solve the communication needs in our area. Spectnun auctions did nothing but hurt
our business, and give channels away to big corporations with big pocketbooks who will abuse
frequencies for $ profits.

We need more private wireless spectrum allocations now. This new spectrum would
greatly benefit Roger's Two Way Radio, and solve current problems we are having.

In conclusion, may I urge the FCC to address these issues quickly, since the problems
associated' e lack of s e 1 .ng. Thank you for your consideration.

/

---~~--

102 l.incoln Ave. S.E. BemidJI, MN 5660 I
(218) 751-3077 800·2-13-3077 fAX 751·0508
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COMMENTS WILLIAM A. TYNAN W3XO

I wish to file comments opposing the SUbject proposal.

RECEIVED

JUN - 11998

RM-9267

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Before the
Federal communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

Petition Filed by the Land
Mobile Communications
Council to Reallocate
Portions of the Amateur 70 cm
Band to Land Mobile Use

In the Matter of

Background

I have been a licensed amateur since 1945, obtaining the callsign W3KMV in

early 1946. I upgraded to Class A (later called Advanced) in the fall of

1946 and to Extra in the early 70s. I obtained my present callsign in

1976. Throughout these 53 years, my principal interest has been in the

bands above 50 MHz. I am currently operational on all bands from 50 to

1296 MHz. For eighteen years, from 1975 until 1992, I served as

Contributing Editor to QST Magazine, responsible for the monthly column

"The World Above 50 MHz". I was one of the founders of the Radio Amateur

Satellite Corporation (AMSAT) and have been serving as its President since

1991.

Commentary

Even though the proposal offered by Land Mobile Communications council

(LMCC) does not directly address the weak signal, or amateur satellite

portions of the 70 cm band that particularly concern me, I believe that its

implementation will have a major impact on these operations in this

important band. Therefore I am opposed to the petition filed by the LMCC

to reallocate, or share, portions of the 70 cm (420 - 450 MHz) amateur

band.

I outline my reasons, and suggest alternatives, below.

Two major problems internal to amateur radio already exist in this band.

They are the proliferation of modes of operation, many inherently wideband

in nature, and the increasing number of amateur radio operators resulting

from the institution of the code-free license.

For example, several manufacturers currently offer low cost amateur

television transmitters for the 420 - 450 MHz band. As no such amateur



television equipment is manufactured commercially for any of the amateur

bands above 450 MHz, the 70 cm band receives the brunt of amateur

television operation. Many of these commercial amateur TV transmitters,

and most home constructed units, transmit signals 8 MHz in width (both

sidebands). Thus, their operation often causes interference to other

amateur activities, including weak signal work around 432 MHz and amateur

satellite operation in the 435 - 438 MHz region.

I contend that, if the LMCC proposal for reallocation, or sharing, of 420 

430 MHz and/or 440 - 450 MHz, is implemented, even more amateur television

operation, as well as other types of amateur activity such as FM simplex

and remote bases, will migrate into the remaining 10 MHz of the 70 cm band.

There will probably also be tremendous pressure put on the Commission to

change the amateur rules to allow repeater operation in this range as well.

Any, or all, of these eventualities will cause intolerable interference to

weak signal work in the vicinity of 432 MHz and to amateur satellite

operation at 435 - 438 MHz.

I contend that sharing between land mobile operators and terrestrial

amateur communication in the proposed band segments is not feasible. As

stated below, it would be expected that the land mobile operators would

employ conventional FM, just as do the amateur voice repeaters in this part

of the spectrum. Thus, each would occupy similar bandwidths. In many

parts of the U.s. particularly the large cities, the amateur band from 440

- 450 MHz is already completely filled with amateur voice repeaters. It is

certain that these same cities are where LMCC is especially looking for

additional space. Thus, these areas would bear the brunt of any sharing

that might be attempted. These are also the areas in which a large number

of amateurs reside. Therefore, numerous amateurs would be affected by any

such sharing.

The 430 - 420 MHz segment, in the portions of the country where it is

available, is widely used by amateurs for voice and data links, as well as

for amateur television. It is almost certain that amateur repeater links

and amateur television operators, experiencing interference from land

mobile operators, operating in the proposed band segments, would move into

the 430 - 440 MHz band, including both the area around 432 and the amateur

satellite portion at 435 - 438 MHz. I know that this kind of situation

already presents a serious problem in the many other countries, where only

430 - 440 MHz, or parts thereof, is available for amateur operation. Thus,

in these countries, all modes must share this narrow band of frequencies.



It is all but certain that acceptance of the LMCC proposal, will guarantee

that the same bad situation will exist here, to a much greater degree than

it already does today.

The LMCC does not specify in its filing that it has studied other frequency

bands that might be available to meet its needs. It merely seeks to take

over, or share, a heavily used amateur radio allocation; one which amateurs

already share with government radiolocation. It is not clear whether LMCC

proposes to also share with government radiolocation or not. One wonders

what DoD and NTIA comments on the LMCC proposal will be.

The LMCC petition is also unclear as to how it would make use of the

spectrum it is seeking. Nothing regarding the technology that would be

employed is covered in the filing. One can only assume that conventional

FM would be utilized. There is no discussion of the use of more modern

technology, such as spread spectrum (55) or amplitude compandored single

sideband (ACSSB). I have monitored the 220 - 222 MHz and found that ACSSB

equipment is being used in that band taken away from the amateurs several

years ago. Thus, it would appear that ACSSB equipment is available. Why

does LMCC not consider using such equipment on the bands already allocated

to land mobile, in order to generate additional channels within existing

allocations? Presumably, ACSSB channels could be place between existing PM

channels in those bands already allocated to land mobile. Eventually, all

land mobile operation could be converted to ACSSB, generating a substantial

increase in the number of available channels. Alternatively, the use of SS

systems, overlaying existing land mobile channels could be considered as

another possibility for increasing channel capacity.

Conclusions and Recommendations

For the reasons cited, I strongly urge that the Commission not consider

reallocating, the frequency bands proposed by LMCC to land mobile operation

or allow sharing with current amateur operations. I also urge LMCC to

explore other frequency band alternatives and/or newer technologies that

might permit them to meet their perceived needs.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

By

May
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Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Petition Filed by the Land
Mobile Communications
Council to Reallocate
Portions of the Amateur 70 cm
Band to Land Mobile Use
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COMMENTS OF THE CENTRAL STATES VHF SOCIETY

The Central States VHF Society (CSVHFS) submits these

comments in response to the petition submitted by the Land Mobile

Communications Council (LMCC).

Background

The CSVHFS is a not-for-profit organization chartered in the

State of Missouri. It was begun in the mid-1960s to foster

amateur radio operation on the bands above 50 MHz. Membership

currently numbers about 300, principally in the Midwest states.

However, the Society has members in states from the Atlantic

Coast to the West Coast, as well as Canada and several foreign

countries. Our members are some of the most active in weak

signal VHF, UHF and microwave work, including both terrestrial

and Earth-Moon-Earth (EME) and terrestrial techniques.

CSVHFS sponsors an annual conference, at which experts on

equipment and propagation associated with the bands above 50 MHz

present papers on their latest work and findings.

Even though our membership is concentrated in the Midwest,

and cannot be considered large, CSVHFS is generally considered to

be the premiere U.S. organization promoting amateur operation on

all of the bands above 50 MHz.

CSVHFS position

The CSVHFS strongly urges the commission to deny the

petition filed by the Land Mobile Communications council (LMCC)

to reallocate portions of the 70 cm (420 - 450 MHz) amateur band

to land mobile use, or to institute sharing of any of these

frequencies with land mobile operators.



Even though the LMCC proposal does not directly address the

weak signal, or amateur satellite portions of the 70 cm band that

are of particular concern to our members, and all amateurs

engaged in weak signal work on the 70 cm band; CSVHFS believes

that implementation of the LMCC proposal will have a major impact

on all weak signal operations in this important band.

We will outline our reasons, and suggest possible

alternatives to the LMCC proposal in these comments.

Two major problems already exist in the 70 cm band. These

are:

1. The proliferation of modes of operation, many inherently

wideband in nature

and

2. The increasing number of amateur radio operators resulting

from the institution of the code-free license.

Important in the first one is the fact that several

manufacturers currently offer low cost amateur television

transmitters for this band. As no such amateur television

equipment is manufactured commercially, for any of the higher

amateur bands, most amateur television activity takes place in

the 70 cm band. Many of these amateur TV transmitters, both

commercial and home built, have no provision for suppressing the

lower sideband. Therefore, they transmit signals up to 8 MHz in

width. For this reason, their operation can cause interference

to other amateur activities, including weak signal work around

432 MHz, as well as amateur satellite operation in the 435 - 438

MHz region.

CSVHFS contends that, if the LMCC proposal for reallocation,

or sharing, of 420 to 430 MHz and/or 440 to 450 MHz, is

implemented, even more amateur television operation, as well as

other types of amateur activity such as FM simplex and remote

bases, will move into the remaining 10 MHz of the 70 cm band.

There will probably also be tremendous pressure put on the

Commission to change the amateur rules to allow repeater

operation in this range also. Any, or all, of these

eventualities will cause intolerable interference to weak signal



work in the vicinity of 432 MHz and to amateur satellite

operation at 435 to 438 MHz.

CSVHFS fails to understand how amateur and commercial

operations could co-exist in a common band. This would surely

cause the above-mentioned push, on the part of amateur repeater

operators, into the remaining portion of the band, just as an

outright reallocation would.

The 430 to 420 MHz segment, in the portions of the country

where it is available, is widely used by amateurs for voice and

data links, as well as for amateur television. It is almost

certain that operators of these systems would also move into the

430 to 440 part of the band, including both the area around 432

and the amateur satellite portion at 435 to 438 MHz. We are

aware that this type of situation already exists in many other

countries, where amateurs have only 430 to 440 MHz. In these

countries, all modes must share a 10 MHz wide band, and in some

countries less than that. Certainly, acceptance of any part of

the LMCC proposal, will guarantee that the same bad situation

will exist here, to a much greater extent than it does already.

The LMCC filing does not disclose that it has studied other

frequency bands that might be available to meet its needs. It

simply proposes to take over, or share, a heavily used amateur

radio allocation; one which amateurs already share with

government radar. We don't know if LMCC proposes to also share

with government radar or not. Has the Department of Defense been

asked about the feasibility of sharing with commercial operators,

or moving their radars someplace else?

The LMCC petition also does not specify what type of

equipment would be used if they do get access to the 70 cm

amateur band. We can only conclude that they would use FM, like

that used in land mobile service in the 450 to 474 MHz band, and

elsewhere; and like that used by amateur FM operators on the 70

cm band. They do not say if they have looked at other frequency

bands, or other technologies that might make better use of the

frequencies they already have. CSVHFS urges that both

alternatives be carefully studied before any consideration is



given to taking away, or sharing additional amateur frequencies.

For the reasons cited, CSVHFS strongly urges that the

Commission reject the LMCC proposal in its entirety.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Central States VHF Society

D.H. Hagedorn AJOE
President



rJUN ....ft 1998

RECEI\/ED

l-~ .i
fk

haj,j A. r <'Ie. N7LDT

856 "''I

Fe '
:',.:e'.::.f t:rle FC:C. p.m".,.~2

191 clM St. NW
,n _f r)\~1

Reference R~:RM9267

OOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAl

I f l:,

V!\-

lS i. n~z the f~ACTUS inte:cti '-lmc:\t,eur sv::.tern ",

The ,,>:"le-r'age ] .'."

across Ay-jz na. N~w

15 ~/egas. Salt Lakp.

Thank yOl].



•

'IOW:::I::i:1
III '1'::;'°":1[1:;1.'•.'--

May 30,1998

GRANITE ELECTRONICS, INC.
535 NORTH 31ST AVENUE

sr CLOUD, MN 56303 TELEPHONE 320·252·1887
FAX 320·259·5997

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: LMCC Petition for Rulemaking (RM-9267)

Dear Ms. Sala<;

DOcKET FILE COpy ORIGiNAl

I would like to express my feelings with support for the Petition for Rulemaking filed by the LMCC
seeking new spectrum for private wireless users. I do commend the FCC for acting quickly to place the
petition on public notice.

Granite Electronics Inc., is located in Saint Cloud MN, and has been in the business ofworking with two
way radios for over 35 years. We currently have 17 employees and service a seven county section of
central Minnesota. We are located approximately 60 miles NW of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, the
majority of our customer base are rural Minnesota fanners, construction companies, public service entities,
and general businesses.

My personal experience for the last nine years has been a rewarding job of working with these entities
and seeing how their communications systems have provided safety and saved them time and money.
Approximately 80 percent of our customers are utilizing a privately owned base station, repeater, and
mobile radio communications system. With the remote location and the sparse population of our area, the
large Cellular, PCS, Nextel etc., companies will not cover all the places where we need to provide
coverage for our customers.

Our customer base has grown from approximately 750 customers in 1990 to over 1600 at the end of 1997.
This growth is something that continues because we have something ofvalue to offer. Dispatch radio is
very important to our business and our customers. The dial-up systems that the wide area service
providers offers is both expensive and cumbersome to use as compared to the push to talk service that
dispatch offers. With this rapid growth we are seeing the current channels becoming more and more
congested. At some point the service is going to become unusable.

In closing I urge you to consider the needs of citizens such as our customers, our employees and families
in rural Amelica who depend on Dispatch radio and the Private Radio Service and that the need for more
spectrum is real and hopefully the steps are taken to ensure that more spectrum is allocated.

Michael A. Kahl
Granite Electronics Inc.

AIITHORI7Fn MOTOROlA SFRVlrF STATIOfllJ SlflIJrF 1Q61



I am filing in support of the Petition for Rule Making filed by the LMCC (Land Mobile
Communication Council) seeking new spectrum allocations for private wireless users. I
applaud the FCC for quickly placing the petition on public notice.

Citgo Petroleum Corporation is a manufacturer, marketer and transporter of gasoline, jet
turbine fuel, diesel fuel, heating oils, lubricants, refined waxes, petrochemicals, asphalt
and petroleum-based industrial products. Citgo owns and operates crude oil, asphalt and
lubricant refineries throughout the United States. Radio communication plays a vital part
in manufacturing our product and maintaining a safe work place for our employees.

.) 0
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135th Street & New Avenue
Lemont, IL 60439-3659

The ability to have absolute control of our own private radio system is essential to
maintaining the level of service required to respond to emergency situations. PMRS
(Private Mobile Radio System) users need to provide maximum levels of power backup,
sufficient bandwidth to accommodate peaks of emergency traffic, and enhanced features
such as prioritizing calls or emergency button notification. All of these features, which
are not available through CMRS (Commercial Mobile Radio Service) are an integral part
of our emergency responsiveness.

All of our refineries depend heavily upon radio communication to operate our facilities.
Each of our three major crude oil refineries uses 800/900 MHz trunked systems along
with various 150 MHz and 450MHz frequencies. Our private wireless radio system are
hybrid systems that provide effective internal communications among team members
operating complex machinery and monitoring remote equipment, among other uses.
These internal communications are critical in ensuring the execution of operational and
administrative objectives such as improving efficiency and productivity, and enhancing
safety to employees and community.

RE: LMCC Petition for Rule Making (RM-9267)

Dear Ms. Salas:

May 20,1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

CITGO Petroleum Corporation



Page Two

The costs of access charges and usage rates associated with subscribing to CMRS
providers would increase our radio communication costs without providing any additional
services. Even though this would be a concern, the issues of immediate accessibility,
system design enhancements and access to emergency fire, police and ambulance, far out
weigh the additional expenditure.

F. Michael Wilkins
Manager, Public Affairs
& Community Relations

There are many reasons why Citgo would not be able to switch to a CMRS. The ability
to control and maintain our radio system without depending upon a commercial service
who might merge, get acquired or go out of business suddenly leaving our unique
communications needs in jeopardy, is critical to our operation. Petro-chemical companies
are required to operate with only Factory Mutual Approved intrinsically safe radios for
communications in explosive environments. Currently, CMRS service providers do not
offer intrinsically safe equipment and, therefore, cannot be used in these environments
where communication is vital.

Commercial carriers do not provide assurances of reliable coverage within building
facilities throughout our manufacturing plants. Special enhancements are made to our
private systems to accommodate extra thick structured walls and underground facilities.
CMRS service providers do not know how to handle unique coverage situations. In the
oil refining industry communicating among work teams instantaneously in order to
coordinate daily activities, as well as control emergency situations is critical and would
endanger employees and community if they were delayed because of overload on a
CMRS.

Our commitment to the community and environment requires Citgo to act responsibly in
providing reliable communication in life-threatening emergency situations. Commercial
carriers will not provide assurances of guaranteed access to their systems in the event of
disasters. Our industry continues to rely upon private radio systems and continued
spectrum allocations to accommodate all our communication needs. I urge the FCC to
address these issues quickly as the problems associated with the lack of spectrum are
increasing.

Sincerely,

/'l tI¢j a'I ' /' J2.---
jJl ..~ . ,l/LY/yt.A.

Betty 1. Ference
Manager, Telecommunications



BOB MACKIE
INDEPENDENT ADJUSTER

INSURANCE CLAIMS • INSURANCE INVESTIGATIONS

P.O. BOX 13565 • SPOKANE. WASHINGTON 99213-3565

PHONE (509) 928-3830

May 26, 1998
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AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION
1000 AAA DRIVE
HEATHROW, FL 32748

Sub: RM-9267

Dear Sirs:

I have been a very satisfied member of the AAA's Inland Automobile
Association in Spokane, WA for several years, however, I have learned
that an organization of which AAA is a member has allegedly taken a
position, with the support of AAA, that is contrary to my interests.

On April 22, the L~nd Mobile Communic~tions Council filed a petition
with the Feder~l Communic~tionsCommission (design~ted as RM-9267J that
seeks to reallocate the frequency bands 420-430 and 440-450 MHz for the
use of Priv~te Mobile R~dio Service. These bands are now heavily used
by radio amateurs, operating in the Am~teur R~dio Service, for a variety
of public service and pUblic interest communications. The reallocation
proposed by LMCC is incompatible with these operations.

As a continuous radio phone operator licensed since Jan. 8, 1944 and a
licensed amateur radio operator since Mar. 13, 1980, I am dismayed to
find that AAA, an organization I have so long supported, is listed as an
apparent sponsor of this proposal. Amateur radio plays a very important
roll through the Washington State, Spokane County, City of Spokane
Department of Emergency Services, as well as FEMA, Red Cross and
Salvation Army, just to mention a few. These frequencies are used for
cross country repeater links, as well as direct lines, one to one
communic.:ition.

I ask you to determine whether AAA has. infact, adopted a position in
support of RM-9267, and if so, what steps can be taken to request
reconsideration of this position. If AAA has not adopted a position In
support of RM-9287. I request a written statement to that effect.

Car & Truck Appraisals - Property & Casualty Ins. Adj. - Workmans Compensation Investigation - Ucensed in WA & ID



copy: Office of Secretary of Federal Communication Commissioner
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington D.C.. 20554

Thank v for your attention to this very important matter.--

copy: ARRL
225 Main Street
Newington, CT 0611

Bob Mackiepage 2AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

copy: Inland Automobile Association
AAA Automobile Club Services
1717 West 4th Ave.
Spokane. WA 99204
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Ray Lewis, N8EHM
1340 Burgundy

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

May 29, 1998

File #RM-9267
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

As a member of R.A.C.E.S., A.R.E.S., and Skywarn, I am writing this letter
in opposition to the petition filed by the Land Mobile Communications
Council to reallocate two-thirds of the 420-450 MHz band to the Private
Mobile Radio Service. Reallocation of this band would be very bad news for
public safety, because it would seriously impair the ability of emergency
management personnel to effectively respond to emergency and disaster
situations like the tornado outbreaks in central Florida and northern
Alabama. Whenever southeastern Michigan is threatened by severe
weather, all of the emergency management offices in the region are linked
together using the 70 cm band. Even though the 2 meter band is used
extensively for public service communications, experience has shown that it
is not always reliable due to problems such as "over-the-horizon"
interference. In addition, the loss of the 70 cm band would no doubt lead
to more crowding and interference on the other amateur bands such as 2
meters. In my opinion, the ability of amateurs involved in public service to
assure the safety of the general public far outweighs what is primarily the
needs of commercial interests represented by the L.M.C.C. I strongly urge
you to reject this proposal.

Sincerely

;~~<-ci /} <~,~
Ray Lewis, N8EHM
Washtenaw County, Michigan R.A.C.E.S./A.R.E.S./Skywarn

o
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FOLSOM'S COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
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Ms. Magali~ Ro~ Salas
Secretary, FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC "'VJJ"T

D1J;..ipet:iti(]ID for RulemakiiJ;g(R,M-9267)

this communique as myfilinghi~lIIrt ofthe Petition for Rule Making by
seeking new spectrum for privat~wireless users. I commend the FCC for acting quickly

tQPUlCe the petition on public notice.

Folsom's Communications, Inc. is located in souiliern Minnesota and is in the business ofproviding

~=;:~~~~~~:
people who dePend orttheir jobS here as the ptitrtary support for their faITifties.

At present,wew~ appi,{illel¥l~I'o¥ ofnlN~~e~ig~p;itJ~Cyilt majority of
our customer~~~inv?lyed in ~~~qr~I'1?()rt oftht(.~clll~189mmpnitY.Jl1eir needs~as
well as ours, are best served by the Private Radio Service with Dispatch Two WayRadio.

With farming being one ofthe most hazardous occupations in the nation, speed orcommun!~ions'

is param~lUl~for safety reasons. The "Dial Up" operation ofsystems such as Cellular, Pq~~{<
NEXfEI3;et¢.arehot):lcumbersome and slow compared with Dispatch Radio. '"

="dSiT~.f$ii;~.~;:
are extremely congested. In some~~~~~I~to~~lie~ofpotential customers
because ofpossible conflicts between users in cornpetitivebUsiness not wanting to share the same
frequencies.

Without new frequencies we will not be able to serve the communications needs ofthose potential
customers. The recent auctioning offrequencies and the planned auctioning ofmore frequencies
promises to make matters worse.

AUTHORIZED MOTOROLA SERVICE STATION SINCE 1950

"',.0,:;'0°----
':'L-r



Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
May 27,1998
Page two

As a person who has been in wireless communications since 1962, I believe it is imperative that we
have more spectrum allocated for the Private Radio Service to be able to serve our present customers
and those who are seeking fast, efficient, and affordable wireless communications.

As the CEO ofFolsom's Communicati()11S.1p&,~Jh~ emPloyer ofnine (9) people, I can not help

~co~e:e:tiJliC~~"'1Ii:~~:~~whUmll
spectrum is~lI~allCtion:"i:ltIWspectrt.tfi1 is aUocat&f, .

::::.::-.:::,::.,:--.:,:

j2JL~~
Howard 1. cdlnson
CEO



Radio Amateur Callsign WX5TX

Sincerely

I very strongly urge the Commission to DENY the above specified portions of RM-9267.

May 28,1998

.' 'i

RE: RM 9267

>:{~c r: ~\fE~KET FILE COpy ORIGINA/.

\ ~'11998
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I am one of the Emergency Coordinators for the ARES Skywarn system for Taylor County here in Texas.
We have spent thousands of dollars to install and maintain a linked repeater system that connects our local
Skywarn spotters with the National Weather Service in San Angelo, TX. and also with the NWS in Ft.
Worth, TX. This link system has repeaters in the 440MHz band with links in the 420MHz band. This
repeater system is the only communications that we have during Severe Weather outbreaks in our area.
We are responsible for Skywarn coordination for a 9 county area here in the state. I also know that many
other areas use simular systems. Just this past week, we used this system to track, confirm and warn of a
Tornado in Tom Green County, TX. Any disruption of this system would be a detriment to the early
warning system now in use. The wording of RM-9267 does not address the importance of these
frequencies for Amateur Emergency use, nor does it provide for a continuance of this service for our use.

Dear Commission:

The frequency band including 420MHz to 430MHz and 440MHz to 450MHz, proposed for reallocation by
this petition, are very important to our continued success in serving the public through our work. These
frequency band segments include important linking, control, amateur television and repeater systems that
are used daily by a large number of amateurs in the State of Texas and all over the United States.

Federal Communications Commission
Secretary of the FCC, Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20554

As a licensed Amateur Radio operator, I want to go on record as being very strongly against the petition
under consideration, RM-9267. I am active on many Amateur Radio frequencies that promote the public
welfare through emergency, disaster and public communications.

Amateur Radio has proven to be a successful secondary user to the government radiolocation operations on
these frequency bands. RM-9267 contains no technical solutions to prove that Amateur Radio users could
continue to use these bands without serious interference if land mobile communications become the
primary user.

Commission approval of any PMRS (or similar) allocation on this or any amateur frequency band will
effectively terminate any Amateur Radio operations within that specified band. Amateur Radio operations
in Texas and all other states which are a vital communications resource to the public during emergencies
and disasters will be very badly damaged by the loss of 49 percent of the available VHF amateur spectrum
below 900MHz. There are over 20,000 licensed and coordinated Amateur repeaters in this spectrum that
would be negatively affected by RM-9267. This would be a crippling blow to the Amateur Radio
Emergency Service, The RACES network, and the Amateur community in general.

I am sending copies of this letter along with other important document to Congressman Charles Stenholm
of our district.
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RM-9267
Secretary
Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary,

I respectfully submit these comments on behalf of my self, Dennis H. Morales AD6EZ, as
well as that of the United States Amateur Radio Community at large.

The re-allocation of those portions of the 400 megahertz, 420 to 430 and 440 to 450MHz.
Radio spectrum from the Amateur Service to the Land Mobil Communications Council
will greatly reduce our ability to provide emergency communications during local and
national crisis. The radio 400 MHz repeaters located throughout the country link: many
emergency response teams that provide critical assistance to, but not limited to, law
enforcement agencies; medical response units, mobile and hospitals; fire fighting agencies,
and other assisting agencies such as the American Red Cross.

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service - ARES and the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service - RACES are the two main Amateur Radio services that provide the services
described above. The men and women, and many time young adults, maintain a year
round preparedness in order to respond at literally a moments notice. In many cases we
are on site and on the air even before local law enforcement and fire departments arrive on
the scene. This doesn't just happen because it is a hobby to most of us. It happens
because we feel a responsibility to aid our neighbors and provide a much needed
community service. Most of the equipment used by ARES and RACES is provided by the
radio amateurs themselves and the many hours, days and weeks that is required to train so
that we are as prepared as possible is time given up freely without any compensation other
than knowing we are providing a critical service. Through the generous allocation by you,
the FCC, of the various frequencies we have at our disposal, we as amateur radio
operators, are able to serve our cities, counties, state and country,

One only has to look back into our recent past and see where ARES and RACES have
answered the cal! to duty. This country has experienced severe vleather conditions this
past winter and spring with one major storm after another. Tornadoes, hurricanes, floods,
and earthquakes have brought on one disaster after another. In each case one can go back
and see who were on site providing critical communication services. It was, and always
will be the people that make up the ARES and RACES organizations. But we can not
continue to provide this service if our frequencies are re-allocated out from under us.
That would the same as taking away the firemen's hoses and expect them to be prepared
for the next emergency where they will be needed.

Nu. of Copies rec'dc--..:;.O_'__
UstABCDE 0(-(


