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ATTACHMENT B



21b-623.Q113 •

1281 WEST q~ ~TREET CLMLAHD. OH ~~113.

WE&SITE: HTTP://MEM&ER~.AOI..COM/CW&<iRID •

March 26, 1997

James A. Bridgewater
District Director

Your letter was received concerning 96.9 .F.M. and we will take the necessary actions to meet
your requirements. But first:

Have you heard the station? It is top quality and there are no commercials. It truly is the
best music in the City of Cleveland. I really find it difficult to understand why anyone in any
position would want to shut down a fabulous station like 96.9 when it is not interfering with
anyone on any other frequency and it is .fulfilling a much needed community service. .

Why would you want to do this? Other then a silly little piece of paper that the F.C.C
issues to license a station, if that station in question is serving a much needed community service,
has excellent quality equipment, does not broadcast ojectional material and plays music that no
other station will, than why would one want to close it down?
Is the station hurting anyone? No
Is that station interfering with anyone else? No
Does the station have knowledgeable people to operate the equipment? Yes
Do they broadcast material that the listening audience would find objectional? No
Do they broadcast to a listening audience that no other station in the area satisfies? Yes
Have you had any complaints from other broadcasters that the signal from 96.9 F.M. is interfering
with their signal? No

I'm sure your an intelligent man and if you would allow yourself to see my point ofview
you would begin to see that we really are not out to harm anyone, or to be a nuciense on the air.
We are just regular people who are broadcasting on an unused frequency some great music that
no one else will play, and we have no commercials.

WAHDlHG YOUR HORIZOt6. ALWAYS ASTEP AHEAD.



216-623-0113 ..

1281 WEST 9lh 5TREET ClMLAHD. OH 1.1.113"

WE&SITE: HTTP://MEM8ERS.AOL.COM/CW&GRID ..

I realize that you are doing your job. And that you have the power behind you to really
make things for me quite unpleasant. But off the record, just step outside of your job for a
moment and you don't work for the F.C.C. I'm sure your no different that anyone else \vhen
your driving around and you want to here some good music on the radio and you get so frustrated
flipping through the channels for something good on that you want to through the damn thing out
the window. I hate this music, I hate that music, this one has commercials on, this one has a
babbling idiot for a dj on. Then you hear about or come across this station that plays nothing but
music No idiot dfs, no commercials. Just great music that you like. Wouldn't you hope that they
stay on the air? Wouldn't you tell your friends about this cool station that just plays music with no
interruptions? I would. And that is exactly what has happened.

We have a huge audience' We take great pride in what we do and that we offer something
that no other station does.

You know what I think. I think that someone at one of the big stations has a bug up his
you know what and is jealous or something. May I ask you something? Did the party who
complained to you about us have a legitimate complaint. I mean other than the fact that we do not
have a license. A license that the F.C.C. does not issue any\vay. Did they say we were interfering
with anyone, or broadcasting something offensive. God forbid we should get listed by arbotron
somehow. Not that I care one way or the other. But can you imagine our little station having such
an impact that we actually did get a share of the listening audience and got an arbotron rating. I
would die laughing. We are not even trying and we get listed. But I'm quite sure that we do have
a large listening audience and we do fulfill a nitch in the community that is much needed.

( really don't know what else to say except, give us a listen. Don't make us close up shop.
Like I said earlier, we are just regular people and we are trying to make a difference in this little
place we all call earth. Ifwe were interfering with someone else or swearing or broadcasting crap
on the air, well I too would want to see that station off the air. Hell there are plenty oflegitimate
stations all around I would love to see go off the air

EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS. AlWAYS ASTEP AHEAD.



21b-b23.Q11J ..

1281 WEST qu. 5TREET CLMLAHD. OH LL113"

WE&5tTE: HTTP://MEM&ER5.AOl.COM/ClU&GRID ..

I know you can turn the other cheek and ignore us until such a time that we are interfering
with someone else or not continuing to follow our high standards in broadcasting great music.
Fat chance' We will always strive to do our best at providing this community the finest in dance
music with no commercials. So can you? Will you? Will you look at the facts surrounding our
little station (other than the license issue). I'm sure that if you do, you will see for yourself that
hey, I don't know what all the fuss is about. It's a good quality signal, not over modulating, like
most of the big stations do continuously, they do seem to reach an audience that no one else is
reaching, and we only broadcast at night, plus the best part, NO COMMERCIALS'

Thank You,
Jerry Szoka

EXPAMDIM<i YOUR HORIZONS. AlWAY5 ASTEP AHEAD.
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ATTACHMENT C



CERTIFIED MAIL NO: P538130928
RETURNED RECEIPT REQUESTED

June 11,1997

Jerry Szoka
The Grid
1281 West 9th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Dear Mr. Szoka:

Refer To File: 97-0T-0053

Our office continues to receive reports of continued operation by you on the frequency 96.9
MHz. Furthermore, your response to our February 20, 1997 correspondence was
unacceptable.

Once again, your attention is directed to the provisions of the Communications Act of 1934,
as amended, and the Commission's Rules and Regulations governing the operation of radio
transmitting equipment. Operation of a radio transmitter without a valid station authorization
is a violation is a violation of Section 201 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.
Unlicensed operation may subject the operator to penalties as provided in Section 501 of the
Act, including for a first offense, a maximum fine of $10,000 or one year imprisonment, or
both; and for subsequent offenses, a maximum fine of $10,000 or two years imprisonment,
or both. Because unlicensed operation creates a definite danger of interference to important
radio communications services and may subject the operator to the penalties provided for in
the Communications Act, the importance of complying strictly with the legal requirements
mentioned above is emphasized.

You are again required to submit a response to this letter, within 15 days after receipt of this
letter. All information before us at that time will be used to determine if any further action will
be taken.

JAB:PGP:sms
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EXlDBIT4
PATTERSON DECLARATION



Declaration Under Penalty of Perjury

1. My name is Patrick G. Patterson.

2. I am an employee of the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC'). I am one of

the Compliance Specialists of the FCCs Compliance and Information Bureau ("CIB"), located at

the Detroit, Michigan Office. I am making this declaration in support of a CIB motion for

summary decision with respect to an order to show cause directed against Jerry Szoka ("Szoka").

3. In conjunction with the preparation of an "Investigative Case Report" concerning

Szoka, I prepared a document styled "Investigator's Statement" ("Statement"), which is attached

hereto and identified as Attachment A.

4. On September 11, 1997, using direction finding techniques similar to those described

in my Statement, I, together with Electronics Engineer Paul S. Mako, determined that radio

transmissions were occurring on 96.9 MHz from 1281 West 9th Street, Cleveland, Ohio, 44113,

which is the location of a commercial establishment known as "The Grid." These radio

transmissions exceeded the field strength levels for unlicensed operation as allowed by Part 15 of

the Commission's Rules. A search of the Commission's broadcast application records indicates

that no .license has been issued to Szoka to broadcast on that frequency at that power level in

Cleveland, Ohio. The statement of record is attached hereto and identified as Attachment B.

5. On Friday, March 19, 1998, at 4:57 p.m., I confirmed that the station was still

operating.

,



6. I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States ofAmerica that

the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on June 8, 1998.

Patrick G. Patterson
Compliance Specialist
Compliance and Information Bureau
Detroit, Michigan Office



ATTACHMENT A



INVESTIGATOR'S STATEMENT:

Patrick G. Patterson, Agent, FCC Detroit

On September 11,1997, FCC Agent Paul S. Mako and I drove to Cleveland, Ohio via an FCC
mobile direction finding vehicle to locate the source of a FM Broadcast station transmitting on
96.9 MHZ known as "The Grid." This vehicle is equipped with radio receivers and other
electronic equipment that enables the operator or operators to track and locate the source of radio
frequency transmissions. During my seventeen years with the FCC I have located the source of
radio frequency emissions to their origin hundreds of times successfully using this type of
equipment. I am fully knowledgeable about its operation. Agent Mako has over twenty-four
years of similar experience using this type of equipment. At approximately 5: 10 PM local time,
Agent Mako and I positively identified the location of the transmitted signal as emanating from
1281 West 9th Street, Cleveland Ohio 44113.This address is the location of "The Grid," a
commercial establishment which appeared to be a bar, or club as the compliant's indicated. The
transmitting antenna is located on top of the 4 1/2 story brick building on the north side and
approximate half way between the front and back of the building. Agent Mako and I obtained
access to the roof of the building attached to the north side of "The Grid" and video taped the
antenna location and made a determination that the coaxial cable connected to the antenna
entered the building housing the establishment known as The Grid. A video tape of the front of
The Grid and surrounding buildings was made for additional case information.

On September 11, 1997, FCC Agent Mako and 1 took a field strength measurement of the signal
identified as the "The Grid." The measurement was made approximately 171 meters (561 feet)
from the transmitting antenna and recorded a value of 35.55 millivolts/meter
(35,550microvolts/meter). This measurement far exceeds the required 250 microvolts/meter at a
distance of 3 meters limit for compliance of 47C.P.R. § 15.239 (b).

The 96.9 FM signal was also monitored via the directing finding vehicle's normal AMlFM radio
by both agent Mako and myself while exiting the Cleveland area and heading west on 1-90. The
Grid's signal could be heard for approximately 18.6 airline miles.



ATTACHMENT B



UN:ITED STATES o I' AMER:ICA

:rJ:DBRAL COMMtJNICATIORS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

STATJDIBN'1' OF RECORD

I, Magalie Roman Salas, state that I am the duly appointed
and authorized Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission
and that as part of my duties, I have the care, custody, and
control of all official records pertaining to the business of
said Commission.

I further state, on information and belief, that:
Commission employees have conducted a diligent search of the
Commission's "Broadcast Applications Processing System" (BAPS) to
determine whether the Commission had any broadcast application
record of a license issued to Jerry Szoka on the frequency 96.9
MHz in Cleveland, Ohio.

The search disclosed that no license has been issued to
Jerry Szoka to broadcast on that frequency in Cleveland, Ohio.
The results of the search is not based on my personal knowledge,
but is based on information examined by employees on behalf of
the Commission, and I believe, therefore, that the results of the
search is true and correct.

The Commission seal, affixed hereunder, shall be judicially
recognized, 47 U.S.C. §154(h), and may be used as authentication
of proof of an official record pursuant to Rule 44, Fed. R.
Civ. P.

ZN W7TNBSS WBBRBOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the seal of
the Federal Communications
Commission to be affixed, this

([;;:O~9/~
Secretary



EXmBIT5
MAKO DECLARATION



Declaration Under Penalty of PetiuO"

1. My name is Paul S. Mako.

2. I am an employee ofthe Federal Communications Commission ("FCC"). I am one of

the Electronic Engineers ofthe FCC's Compliance and Information Bureau ("CIB"), located at

the Detroit Office. I am making this declaration in support of a CIB motion for summary

decision with respect to an order to show cause directed against Jerry Szoka ("Szoka").

3. On September 11, 1997, Compliance Specialist Patrick G. Patterson and I used a

vehicle equipped with radio receivers and other electronic equipment that enables the vehicle t s

operator to track and locate the source of radio transmissions. I have used such a vehicle

successfully hundreds of times to locate the source of radio transmissions during the past 24

years, and I am fully knowledgeable about its operation. When a radio signal is detected, the

equipment in the vehicle provides a visual display of the relative direction the signal is coming

from and the strength of the signal received. As the vehicle approaches the source of the

signal, the display will continue to show the relative direction of the signal and an increase in

the strength of the signal received. Typically, the vehicle is moved around the signal until the

operator can determine the source of the transmission. Using these direction finding

techniques, I, together with Compliance Specialist Patrick G. Patterson, determined that radio

transmissions were occurring on 96.9 MHz from 1281 West 9th Street, Cleveland, Ohio, 44113,

which is the location of a commercial establishment known as "The Grid." These radio

transmissions exceeded the field strength levels for unlicensed operation as allowed by Part 15 of

the Commission's Rules.

4. I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that



the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on June 8, 1998.

Paul S. Mako
Electronics Engineer
Compliance and Information Bureau
Detroit, Michigan Office


