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May 28, 1998

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222, 1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: File Number RM-9267

I am a ham operator, FCC callsign KF6KLU. My two daughters are also active
ham operators, Daisy Quiane, KF6MMH and Crystal Quiane, KF6MMI. My daughters
and I are members of the Coast Amateur Radio Training & Operations Group
(CARTOG) and the Navy Postgraduate School Amateur Radio Club (NPSARC). I am
also member of the Board of Directors of CARTOG. We oppose the Petition for
access to the 70 CM Amateur Band and other non Amateur Radio spectrum
submitted by the Land Mobile Communications Council (LMCC).

My daughters and I are active in CARTOG's operations in our local
communities. We especially enjoy working with the CARTOG Radio Camps and
working with kids and families in the positive activities provided by amateur
radio. At Radio Camps and at the many science exhibits put on by CARTOG, the
70-cm band is very important. All of our Amateur Television and ATV repeater
activities are on this band. Many of our experimental activities used in
training and at displays and Radio Camps are done in this band. In the
woods, 70-cm signals often work much better than 2-meter signals which are
often blocked by the foliage around our campsites and hiking trails.

The 70-cm band the LMCC wants to grab for their monetary benefit is a very
important band to our ham radio activities. We are using ATV or fast-scan
amateur television in many of our Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES)
activities. The 70-cm band is the only band where we can use these modes and
their repeaters with current hardware. This equipment is also safer and
easier to employ t:nan equipment for much higher frequency bands.

We also support many non-emergency, community events. The 70-cm band is
absolutely necessary for each of these events. Loss of pieces of this band
will severely damage our ability to provide these vital communications
services to our communities.

I hope that you will protect us from these few people who want to grab
spectrum for their own monetary gain. Thank you.

Miguel P. Quiane
Ham Licens? K~KLO
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U is only in the last few day.; that I beard aoout the propost~d takeover of tbe -:-(}·('(o band. I apologize for tbis
!atl' :.lPlw,al :mrl f lIrt':I' :,[1·11 to (·lm"j(l,'l' l!l~' ar~um('nt~'f'riou~h fTb.." art' thl' oot I {:ould do on su("h short
Imhn' \ j ha"'.. ""14'1'10"",-,1 In,,,, 1'1"",,,,, 4-- 1'1'"'1'1"""".

I am quite di$may~ and annoyl'd 'f! bear of tht~ I.,!\II( (' de-mand to take the 420-450 \11-11.. amalt'lIl' band lOf lls
own use, i look upon tbis demand as a hlatant di..reeanl. uot OIlIJI I.f bam."l, but also of tll.. otbe,l' US citizens who
()fluent from /lmateul' radio adhitie... '.MCC tadies rnakt' it ITvstal dear tbat thf'~' I'onsidel amateur radio to ,""
,I wnr-thl~ss ltdivity, and haw' litd.. reganJ fm' the th.. arnatt'''' "adio 0J)endol'!' {barns) wtw have givf'n "0 mm'h
to tht' (~ountl) Audio tb.. dt'"dopm(~ut 01' n.dio tedmologJ 1 \1\ 'lis intt'J'ested onl,. in pmfit. ThCI'e An:' othel
frequend~s they could us*,: 'haYf- '\ometimes listened to th(' gtn"''llJON\t '70.. ·('10 fn"queodes f.-om 400·420 Mhz.
lind baw· heau'(l "ot'hmg I'm no' ".a::\"IfI~ Ihl\l it h Un-l!"NJ. hut H n·l'hunl\itpllt.-;1I-" lH he tU/,h'f·UM'Ii. \';Ia, fit)l

eh(' the I. \lCC ..,Olllt' t,f that hand'"

Then" <11."1' o\'el" half a million hOllns III the lJ8 aJout'. r h{ "O'UII band i~ Ibe st't'ond-most popular harn band in
th.' VHIU fiJi <;iwd1'um.•md mol'i' ham~ are getting Jjn~ns"d nN"Y d~J' Thf' 2-meter band i.f,; ab'tad)· pretty
r"n So ttu' -''''I'm hanrl will tw Il"...d P!l .....h nw.'" nith", Ih:m k\';,. m ftlt' '-utun-, fhis fnmd i" us...t h~i m..n~
tllBlI'(and~ ,,,I haIw, ~""'t'\ d'1\

I h........ 3rt' thou<uuuh of F.M "",>eate,'S across tbl" nmntry n~lne til... 44H·4:'O ~Jf 11, reeivn. alii! ii' '.-as, IlUnd.~(,-"

or 1'(·rlt~ah'1 litllis U"IUt~ Hw ,no-..",,!} \ n II and -jJJ·43'-' \11 It I't"t~I"Ki'

1 amla metnbel' of' ARES. iAmat..ur Radio I"m~t~eluySt'nin'i, aud I !ak~ thb r~lJ()lt~jhllit.' rlud Us" "I

lunafeur h.un radin Yf'!'~ sHiousl:,\' f d" an ."nasionaI ndghhHdH~.dwatd. patrol in my an~a, aud I haw' n.t;i'd
fbi> Fi!\'.'1'f"'3tN'" no 440-45" I\1H, !" makp. hund,...ds ni ..nU'T~."lh"\' autol)ah'b n.Us on va,'io".. l)('ntsious rhf
n~:"ulh, of these calJ~ havl' assisted uncountable motori'ii!> in h'.uhl,;·, falling the fire d4~pt. in f ,IWS of bome
';tnlchn"~ fin"" (,";'llUn!! th... po',in' f'" f:I" dnmk" nff thl' rnad. n,' in, I':lSI'S of "nspkiom; Yehide'i; ;)T !'f'rson,-. ,n

iTim..~. I numut n'Utf'mhf'" how .mmy time" f"'f' USNI 'h.' 4"W·4~O MHz. F!\'1I'eJJleater sy~t..m'" I~)l' tbese kinds 01
Nnel'~ll{'\ I. ails, f"1 !,tbt'l" ,tud ft>i iH\'Slilf IJh Illlii:'..!>!!., ';l"~, nmltiJ>ly fbe8.. "alb h'." luauy thousauds ~,t' ham:,
'1fT'i'''''' ttV' l'~ ~lnl~ \"'H ~pl ,;;nOf' !,1f'" ,1 HH' '!"od '\1t'!.!'i\<i !'I'<il l k,,~!' iq~' ,lntne, with th.."," '~fl,,'m frNII.e'lfir,\,

(',pltainty ! ...mld 3nd hay.' u:;;, d th'· "~ mnff hand 1'f" ,'ml'~ :~!");':- antf,piH,'h Ollis, '.m1 fb.' 1-........ ,· '.~U)d ,\
mudl ..mallp" and mud. mo(~ rrm\;!""f than Ih.,70 nn kWlf 'hi.. i~ ""fM-daJI:'-' I'-Of" in hu'g+' u..t)41U an"a!', ';;nI'1I

;fi':", .Iny ';~~,~n .Ji_r'~f' f'~anlJ)i~f,~n ·r~"e#Oh #i~~> r~tt';-\ ; '"e>l' ;t it,,~, !'! 1, t ~lt- ;'i;" ~ ,\ '~t)\~' '\ ;:'n'l·~" f hh;'ag",~ ~2'~lol, ,,,~,~ ,,\.~

r~·;~lh' dn lH'('d HI(' h;'Ind 'T",t,",

It, CahfOf'ui;" ..]out" , theFt' MI-,n'14:1 ~·H"j,~~H\1Hi, iep';~"1 "jnllS "llid}, ,-,,'\1 Ilu' l'~!.Iglh ..Hid bn'-U.Ub "i
fb,' <;tah\ and fh..~ .in: 'l1lll,I"d thl'ou!?h ttw 420-43~ \Ub 1'''1'1)'''1 ul fh~' hllud fhesl' sysh'ms nm b.. of \'1101111011"

hdp in ",mel'et"nt'J"s. "lh h ':b dn' l"dl'thqU;tk,''i h. wbkh .,"'"Iilt! i~ PI'IH.I\' I'll... ~aJUt' ,",I'~mnwl. rau h~' loadi: "'\,'11

rW"!'4' ,trnogly rifr oib.-r "hh'<'~'I-'hkh <In' tf'gubwfy S:Uhj"dfd I·, 1',5'1la,11>0"; hnnir-anf's and noods, \s

f'!(ltmpll'~. f'orl'l,d..., ttl+' f'lIlh"l' 'umHw;'tsft'I'u IS, I.,. ttl" I,,,tin- 1\11(1""1'"'>', "I' "lo",hwf>sl. 1'1.- :\'nd .hos... lB'" nlst

Id,OU:'r' :t:i'..lea elm'q:NKi.·" \\ hiH ,I i.H'H~ .ilil of tlw rin"·, Iud GinII' ~.;it"atiow; and HIMiin.a ;''IIW~'~.'wi.·" 'i.hid,

{;.~- .>S
CXJ(
(")c
01
m~

(
(

•



If you tak.. !twa)' the 42f),,4~O I\1H7, "re'qlJ..nd..~, you will f'''t''f ..,'alf' radin emergt>IK" l'onUl.nnkation~ ill tht>
;~uun' US, and as a .'esnlt YOII wiIJ "ann not onlv haln~, hut al~n the miJIions nt' nOD-hillm citizens who would
i,thi>IWi"e hilve been belped b}' barns through e~rg('n(~'('t~mmnnkalion", You 'Vlo'jJJ alsf' If'ilv" bund"Ni" of
,hou'I,a,ut." of It"ms with radios, antennas. and otheJ' audit..,·'\' ...".,ipment th~t wilt he n~..I.."" iilml me~31\ n

,iu... t bl'\iH'M' thf" 1\1(·, ha... ,]"m;'llld.'d th.' ~H,ln ;L,.,md'

rh,~ 420..440 MH1, region i'l; used not only I'm' ''''I~N.t ..f' link.." h"1 for' AT\ E,VIE {Moonhmmu,'.'. and OSCAR
"'lttellitl" fonunuuicatiotis b,· bams ;Hn~,s tlie \'IIvdd ;\1 "•• 'HI I\,;H hhl! i IRm,'. 1 hOI'" to gf'-t ili'\'flh't'd insatellitt'­
"~!mmnnkltfion",fm' whkh th.. ,~3n Llti: \UIl hand I" ,j filii'

Pack"t radio U~P.S the ,UH-44I !\flu r~~ion j.r "'0"0.., In additiHIi H.t't't, an .' q:"·ri.m'·utal mod,'~ ~r;;;. tt~~ting h~

haUlS at'f'O"/( th.. band. aw' R F ht>1feno "Sf' as WflU, thmt" an' HMldng !!ood II'W or tttf'''f' fn-'luf'ndp.<;,

~ ik.'mlul:;' !~;lm",. ! m,~' this "'q, on h,\lid nt';wly 1'\'('1":- J,r, t" '\;1'" k half:; flil'fld;;, Y 1", ! \1n 11':>" ttkl'~ mi,>t"" kill;,!

Bm I ..1«4' 4 n'''''hi'tltd h'Nlw"utl" h"'Hi "'If' ;0 tfit'!"bN I" 1<11.. i,dl dd"!." '" It!; flit'lld.

t !UP)l' .~""'!I it bam rot' "hont M..ltellW·)tt .... fl*)'W, and aHhi,,'!~h ! baH1' "n ~!)ll(l "t'~Of1" ttad\~nlUlU.L I ('ann'~!

bee;n It) If'll \'Oll how ,mn'h ,'adin dh'tW~'. ant."nna tht'm~, I"j..,dnmu's, ,...ul apl'Jit'ariolls of thesf'l IMH' It',u'ued M

,i'" q~U i"f ~w""'lfli;,g" fmm <It),l ';<11, '(I :!,U iF a. (e'ili If ttl,' "{,J,. ('11,' ,':land f'~I' 'i"sting all<1 r ..mmuuifatiou<,
fht' f'H~d nf' ",II .bi.. j ... that I t...rmn,' !1rtHl·... J>dm"at"d and n.mlwi..nt t.... tt.... ahl.. '0 .nntJih'lflf' tn flt'W di"("jWN"f'~,

iwd mo..... likf'h 10 inn'..' urn radj" MUJ df',#nmk d,'\"n', ")1 .Ill ih.. ,imndrf'd,~ »f thousan&, ,~f lltht"(· hams. un',

ham~:, ~'fmng: ham';, and It!d,,!' hrml;: wtH' ah,*,ad'y ha'\T l:u lfH,p k,towIN1et" than I do, I know Ihat tbi" areumf'm

's 00« "ll:~' I'" \1· ...1\ 'lWUtHt,tIlH'h. hOi ~ tbink wm .... iII a~r!'" Ihal it i~ llf'w,,'tb..I.,ss tr'IH' in pdfldpl.~:

fIJi ';djn,j~nd iPflafi!1i' [l'ad'o .'hr' ;nind

I teath ()I.l\'sks, ".~t I point oW ",ha, itn irnpn"s~iotl it lIl<1k..., "1.1 lit.... ~tudt'lus l,n IIf:' ahlt" tu dmlousu'ah; radio
I'orrummkation hi .-hss'.' \'Jy own hi~h';('boolpb,p.jrs h·.i'tf'hH Fr Loui.. Fnmklin.. was a bam (W6L"J f'be('k jt

oun Bf'nu.s(' of him. I h..nun... illh;r~t ...d in pbysi('" Bt>nimSf' hf' wa" ~ ham, I I.~.unl'd about arnatem' nulio,
,uui ,I.::flroruagudi, fit'ids, .wd hlU'l ",ia hf'oum' ,i lunn UI~',I'lf \",W) !t'luh {)hy"ic,. luull'lH iI !:tefft',. tf'adlf'I'

hN':nJ'i;1' I'm a h:lID. and '~''''; part.lr hf'/'(WS,I" 0flhp,.t20-.J:;O HH:: nand Tbio; i.. ju..t ont' ('xam))lt, of ttl.. oot·o;:o

obvious lwooeOt... and uses f,f amateu,' l'adio.May I .,.I~o !,u'nt put lht, n.:a'iflpll' ,.• ~ Ih.' "pan,bultlt' amah'IU'

j ;lIdi" fonunUnttitllOll' (S;\~l'FXl 'I' Hit 'htdents iii ~dW'li.',:~1 n"" till;' I mlntn'"

i noti(~e tba. dw LMCC abo ha~ dt~mallded "news aU.~.,d"ll:- 6{ U~H,~14HO1\1111',,142"'-1432 MHL. and 16~H,

16""5 \llh. tlnd 1\1 %0 ' 12t',{ J\lH; rdo Dot know t'xaf'th wh.n kind of Ilt'WS hroadus:tiug tht'~ plan IHi doing at

Ih",s.. f''f'qllelu"if'!'\, 'It' how ~rellt fbI' m".":(1 is for them Hnwp', .. , i ~.nm~1y ",uggest that ,"'HU conwx' radio
ll ...h'~ml)m;, l~s.~an'h"'I~' ilDd dH~('k (II, ,~wiJ' I'NIUU'f'ilh'Ot" 1*1'01" Hm gnwt thi'''.' frequende<; to anyone eL,,~'

Thougb I am nol il nu1in :~<trfmomt'!': ': do fl,lVl" ;'1 <;f!'!H1£ mH'n'" i,n thj_ fi~,(d, and f know that tt,.. t ,~on - .30,000

MHl 11.4 ' ,0 CH,J .....eion ~ nf pa.1inthtT inte......... th 1';lldio ~i',lIotilllO'·f'" wlwlistf'1i fo.' :;itmn:«' ,uid molfi.'ubU'
l'mas·"ion ofl €'!im"IH ii" ill lht-, legje,!: 1;'4 namplf', 'ill.> h\'.h"'!;~i'll ",'10m III ii' g.1'OlJl'td sLt ... !'''Htj.~I1'',,, Jn;' 1n:::"~f\

Mtll, {libnnt ::.1 ! f nIL l and this fr"''''f'''f'IH'y alld Hs tllf,J,gJltt UHlltif)k'", 41~4n 4!(i,O, 5-680 \.IHl, l'tr) in'" ,)f SI~dl\1
lutef~' to nhilo astnlUome,..,. who 11;.,,\ I' USt'ti lhe~t' I" map l:ll",~;ltbtdk ,1,nns IIsill~ b~'dl'l)~en doud~, and al~o t~,

deb.",'l intN~ten.U" hi'h"!lwlt'fUk" inthi" fJ"Ii'quNU~J hand Ft.~·" \,unpk'. tl.I" bydrm,~ll';lldil'"al DuHatt"" at about
.666 iVHb..l"a,p,· al 2450 \l,..b, !:lnd '" nn, S"~TI rt"st>ar"f!H' ;'11'1' li'"'' hslt'nlU~ f~lI' pos!,jbl", I·l;.rat~n"('st'lia'

sigIllth in this sper·tl'~II"'eioll l!i; ""I'll. ') (>11 will itotit" tll/II Ih.' ,U'Ws aUoratiou" ft"f'queudes demanded by
! 'Vt( 'C ''M' fight in thi~ 1';utin;'l"trrJi')m'. h:u,,! (,.mn;> "f thl'V'n \ "r'. do,,!' til th4' molt'fulal' h,,(,fllH'h('iM' ot' b~'d"ogt'n
"1I~.d hnh~,\'\i I"ransluIUj,,!; 011 I~lf"';' rrl"qll'"ilciil'~ 1I1;!\ "m"·" "'" WI"':'*", mledf'I·...H...• !~litb romdio ",;lnmOnl\

Hh',t"~"lifh \';Olll'" of tbt' p~opl'i' \OU " hl'lIld dn·t:!~ .~ dtl !"

[k Frank Dntl\t~. Dept. ,)fAstrononn I ;niv, of (,'allf. ~aDll'l '

" . Prf'"id.:ut '-'ETIlHIHllk :-1\.,':: 1 ;,Hldi,,~.' 1 \

Df'lill Ta,·tf'c SFTflnsiitott' !'f'V'tllfh..,l'

DI '.an'" i'an.ff Hf'lld oi \;;fp,)il. \1';';:39, ;'3 \; \,

1'111" Sau.la (nIl. (..A 95064 ret: 408-459-488:'\
\.} ••Hlllaln \ ....,,'1. ('\ ')4043 Tl"t (J5'J·l)61-6633

mf';, 1~.'..,nH-dr ' ..nh'I', '\I"fff'U Fidd, (\ ~i...iOJ:'

r1"'-: (t:'O·604·1545



f ffff obliged to rrtention that the f't, '( df/f''-; not have Ii gfw)(f fM'fwdin nt.'w~ Itf reanO(~ating ham fre(lue'u:it' ....
\\hf'u Ib"FCt: to'l~k away 2 MIll, l.t tbt' 220-224 MH.l ha.lt.1. at flU' requesl oJ (/1Jired Parf'(il Sen'ice, .h.., r.-sult
,,,as that 1.'p~ dt'f"id...l U!',. t~, U~.' it art..; an~ Later on JUdO" !::Of h.ltJ,: St)HU' fn'queucies from 116-220 '\UJz., hot
un~ w .. have ;ft split band, and thon~ando;of n-I""ater own"'"'" ~'.·n' fOl'l:I·tI h. go to it lot of trouble tn {·hang.. aU
IlwiJ I'PJ",.lter frequ..ndf's'& "ntt'lwil ""Ii'm' '~(, ,Ill. ihi" ;. ,di"ldalon did wa... to ' .. au...., peopi.. a Int of h·OIJb....

nu~ flext obviolls eX8mpi.. th»t (·om.... to mind is. 01" ....msl'- th.. 'H tumd. whkh w:a<; the old bam II-met..r baud ..
flt,'af, I',a.'i t,lufllu1-un.'1'h:;,!'~' t ~Jf'l~t·tl n,~jl: ~ ,,' ;'~ lH th·ii( ~ -Jl.>J.~tlnJ,:~djr·~~(t ~j 1'~i.. '14' 1 "':~)'H:.:i'l:"';).' \~·~~'n"h}tf~ndt"-d tl}t.. dN"i"iOIJ

mal hav~ t.H't'JI,

\!O\~· it appear, that tt..: FCC ma~ tab ,.way "nnw iH ,If] .,1' th.· J!f)·4511 MHI hand. at fhi? r,"que,,,{ (uc[ual1j , thf

'tf'ma.nd) ofOffI J.MCC In ''It'w 01' thi' l\~Wt' r'o\mJl''''s, dn yon II''3Uy thi"k th,!Io lUl\k.-s Sf'u!/'f"q Dovoo rl'aUy
unaejn,: lhat the eud n;suh will h.~ au~ l~ttel" tban tiN' abO\I' 4' I. Oimpit'", " Do ..PHI think tbf' I !\le(' ultpotions fOI
tht· no ,1~(\ 'VlH1. hand wilt rN~n~ h,' h~itN' lhall th~' t'IIW1T,'r .. · ',;~h,mff' '\ fV, .uld pat'kt>f {and I'dtlt'afloual)

.np, '1'", wb;..b tb... hams itln~3d~ I'"'' fl'

po "'n t,,'lil"'{' il '" fal!" fl. '''\Iwd h~m'( ,,, ~fWnd rWitH" I", 'm"!\! andn!di!,·; £Ind anl"nn::", if tb.., , knl'w !k,,1

lilt' Fe'{' nUl, and will. l.padi~' 'ak...."a.~ aD~' ~v....n ..bam h't'I~U(,h('ies. Wh("f"" l"f som~ ('orwne'Tia' Qq~anizatiou
"sk.~ fl,f ffwm'; I ,un banil, i, dd. !pun hu1 I b'Uf' it fair 3rmmlll or mnw"y in'~$t..d in HI' nhh(~~ and n'h."!'
''It''',UrWJH, \\'hal s'muld 4,if> 'with rhfl~:~' ,·adios., that ,,,"n' hl'lfWd !....nph, in l'm~I"e"Il("i.., \"i-'wml thl'i," In'qUl'IH'\

nlu..!!,' h",nmu, ;lOusahk ,Hid :iUeg,;'; 1"1" 'Ill' !W'·'Ui~j pI' ail I ' 'Jj,. i h,HI~!i'"

t mt'lItit)1! Uti'S'" 1D...talln:~ oui~ tl> ilhhln~t;' tiMI Wh.'lh'\I" flU' (II..... 'f'':l,l'',,'atl'illlak,~u ;nnwl h~Ul

I'n'tIWIHi,·' Hi\' "Int 1'1·... Ult 1101, hI"'!', Ji,a"k, ,11 It'a',·! r~,! ham-, ,Hid ,~ffe'll f\ -I "tb.-,'\(. pfdL"'''; don't \I,.id agaill~

I know tbat out' of IItt" beodit:> t)l' l:w'me all "ama......." l·a.t... "!l't"nHhl' j" tbat I ,lou't haw' to pay a fee tOJ'mv

radlo lin~r..lst' H,.w(,\fr 1 r'eah,.' n,. ,·.h,,' or thj' Hr"ll'" ;J;!i~ if ." tak.,." m....t') to ~,""'egm)rd ou! ,unah'IU nuli..
ireq"....clf"S t would nof mind pa~';ne a smaU Ikens.. ft·,. i,rrmLn" tn th.' D'\'1\ lin'nsf' n'.wwal! for' rn~ 'eo-yf'.. r"
In~~luelH) prhilee,t·." S4:»mt'tbing IB.....' ~,l \I 01 ~2H 1~"I"lin"n"f _OJ ,"II yf.H.... \\ouid 001 1)(' IHln-"s.mahle, ,'speda/(l
if it would bt"p ~t'l\'l' off frt'quNlf','(!rahhing hv comml'ITial "q~i1nil;~tjonsand rompan1<'S, \ud of rourst', flU'

I'I-.~ would it.- multipliftf h~' ,HI'¢' bliU ,t mlUilm.l dIU Hor ,~",j..mt.:. 'Li'll 1f.." •• haI'J.:,t" m;. hUI ( lwlit'", many IHum wm,fd
happily .--tglf"\" ,~'ith .1 lin-Il!il~ f,"t,. ,lit jHmld safl~:.:nani h~lm rn'I~Ilt'fH'it':l\. eVhnlwwe could gt't a tax. dedtH·tion~)

1 thank you fHr your tin'H: in rt'adjne aod nmsidfline It"" 1",.inF lnadt' alit,\,,,, in d~{engf'of keeping the ~O...~:m
fl·equende.. fOI" amatf'ur ndio U~., IrJ wert' a mOl~ "Yj}{'llfuf,'d bam ox' ba,i tum'f' pt'f'pandiol} timf-, J ,night
hav," madf' hl"'ttf'r Ilr!!mnf-nI l!;jI't,." do a lot ,,{'good Il'f!'ft 01" '"'n,·n." Hand Please don 'f {(Ike if aWIJ1'

SilU't'n'h,

/j1t,'4 (~. t;-d:iJ~
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WESTERN INTERTIE NtrnioRK
2040 Hawley Drive, Vista, CA 92084

Phone: 760/724-4020 Fax: 760/941oMQlFILECOPYOR'GfNAl

May 15, 1998

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington DC, 20554

RE: RM 9267
Gentlemen,

It has come to our attention that the LMCC is demanding that you immediately reallocate most of the 420
to,,480Jt.4l.+Z"trcmtf pI ese. illrtn"-tm I!lml!lteurnn:tltT"S'eTVice. we strongly 0jJj?0se any suclr1rettl)til

The 420 to 450 MHz amateur radio UHF band is the second most popular of the amateur radio services'
VHF and UHF allocations. There are thousands of FM repeaters operating daily from 440 to 450 MHz,
and a variety of modes on the air every day in the 420 to 430 MHz segment, including thousands of point
to point links, and a very mature amateur television fraternity.

We at the Western Intertie Network (the WIN System) presently operate five high level UHF repeaters in
the 440 to 450 MHz segment, covering from Southern Arizona to Central California, including all of the
seven Counties of Southern California. We also operate ten point to point full duplex links.

Our group, the WIN System, has been affiliated with the San Diego County RACES emergency
preparedness organization for years, and because of our wide area coverage, we have been able to
handle innumerable pieces of emergency traffic during three major fires and two major earth quakes. It
is impossible to estimate how many lives we have directly touched during emergencies, however, I am
certain we have been a major communications force during these times of emergencies.

The WIN System also routinely operates many of our repeaters for public safety missions. Several times
each year WIN System repeaters are used to handle communications at various Marathons, 10K runs,
Bicycle Events, and Special Olympics Events for the handicapped. These public service
communications activities would be impossible to achieve without the 440 MHz amateur band "wide area
coverage" repeaters operated by the WIN System, and donated to public service.

We therefore strongly urge you to deny the demands of the LMCC. We as amateur radio operators
continue to provide the above services free to the public. There is never a charge for either the 440 MHz
repeater equipment, or the operators who donate their time and expertise during these times of public
service. I do not think the LMCC would likewise provide such services free to the public. Their agenda is
to make a profit from these frequencies, not to serve the public, free of charge, as is the amateur credo.---------~

~/~~~
Sincerely, 0 / / 'C.:"

Jay Bradshaw, KF6GOA
935 Georgia Street, #1
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 S-'
(619) 423-7637 No. of Copies rec'd,_'---:;;0.----
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fCC MA\L ROOM

June 4, 1998

To: RM- 9267
FCC

Re: 420 to 450 MHZ band

Gentlemen:

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAl

I am opposed to Land Mobile Communications Council
petition seeking access to 70 em band.

We use this band in amateur radio and do public service
including weather spotting and sharing of weather information to
help protect the public. Our area has had numerous tornados
this year and this public service by hams is very important.

Sinc~.relY.'col .'
';1 -- ~/
,<f!jl.-"Vl )

Tom Gover N9PLB
204 N 22nd
Mattoon, IL 61938
tgover@advant.com
217 235 1572

No. of Copies recld_cf~__
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Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20S54

Re: RM9267

Dear Sir,
It is important to keep a reserve. You never know when you have to pinch-hit, or substitute

for an injury!
To that end, it is a unique thing for me to ask for anyone to regulate my business opportunities

( I am a sub-contractor within the broadcast industry) however; I believe the full and complete
commercial use of the radio frequency spectrum does not adequately meet the unexpected needs

of the citizenry.
Why would I tum away business? Because; it is good for America! Presently the Amateur

Radio Service utilizes the aforementioned space and is the "Bench" player the citizenry must have

available for the unexpected.
It is my belief that as a citizen/businessman, the Good of America comes first.

Sincerely

<!l/JuIeu.~.
Edward W. Ross
Technical Specialties

REcelVE[)

JUN 9 1998
FCC MAIL ROO~/?

3704
P.O. Box 'I._~fi·San Diego, CA 92163 • (619) 542-1405
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Dear Sirs:
I would like to submit my comments for RM-9267

After studying the European Band Plan for 430-440, there seems to be plenty of room for ATV
and other modes. Since Canada has 430-450, I believe we should adapt this plan. We could reach
a compromise with Land Mobile. Give them 420 to 430 exclusive. Give Amateurs 430 to 450
exclusive There would be a good potential for interference between Land Mobile and Amateur
FM repeater operations in the 440 to 450 MHz band because this is where the Amateur repeaters
are at. Being the trustee of a 440 repeater, I feel it would cause unnecessary hardship to 440
repeater users and owners

Sincerely,
Thomas Warnock, WB8WIV
5/31/98

No. of Copies rac'd i=
UstABCDE oif
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908 Narnia Lane
Olympia, WA 98502
June 2, 1998

RE: "RM 9267"

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
Room 222
1919 "M" Street
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioners,

I have held an amateur radio license for forty years and been actively involved in
commercial communications and Radiorrv broadcasting as well. As a result I have a broad
perspective on the demand for spectrum space. I understand and sympathize with the Land
Mobile Communication Council's request, RM 9267, for spectrum in the 440 amateur
radio/military band. With a view of my mixed experiences, both commercial and amateur, I
submit that this spectrum request is bogus and inept at best, outrageous in many respects, and
should not be allowed to occur. It shows a total misunderstanding of the present use of the space,
or, more cynically, it shows a callous disregard for a great community of users. It utterly fails to
take into account the thousands of repeaters and linking systems and tens of thousands of 440
MHz transceivers now in use by individual amateur radio operators. It fails to take into account
the uses of this investment for emergency life saving support. It does not, of course, address the
cost of, or the source of this equipment - individual amateur radio operator's pocketbooks. For
these reasons it is a tactless, arrogant request of no merit whatsoever.

That the amateur radio operators do life saving work with these frequencies is
indisputable. That the loss of this spectrum will destroy the infrastructure that makes such life
savings support possible is certain. The 440 MHz band is very, very actively used. It is second
only to the two meter band in activity and is often the only technical choice for linking systems.
In the end it is the citizens of the country who will lose, lose their lives to this blatant frequency
grab. They will lose their lives to this rip off because the amateurs will not be able to recover
from this loss. Many amateur systems will simply shut down, forever.

No. of Copies rac'd S;
~st_~BCDE 0 f-j



I suggest that if this proposal goes forward, then the beneficiaries of the frequency
reallocation, the Land Mobile Communications Council, should underwrite ALL costs created by
the cl)ange. That is, assign them the tasks of purchasing and replacing the obsolete military and
amateur equipment they displace. Assign them the responsibility for the redesign of the military
and amateur equipment now so well understood as a result of years of careful development.
Assign them all the hourly costs of installing alternate equipment. If they'll totally underwrite the
changes, and assuming alternate frequencies are available, I'd have no objection to this proposal.

Ofcourse, similar frequencies above and below 440 are equally congested. I'm sorry.
But destroying an effective, functioning system comprised of a hundred thousand users of life
saving equipment for the economic benefit of the LMCC's backers is not a beneficial trade. The
public's right to life itself outweighs the LMCC's economic interests.

Please hear me: this proposal, desirable as it may be, is on balance fatally flawed and
should be rejected.

s!~reiyyoJ,
/ ./ ,I /

,: / 'ii .
/.,", (' -

J~'chi~~>-
WB7UEU
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May 26,1998
4353 Napa Valley Drive
Bellbrook,OH 45305

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Comments Opposing RM-9267

Dear Sir:

I am filing these comments opposition to Petition for Rulemaking RM-9267, filed by the
Land Mobile Communications Council.

I have been an amateur radio operator for nearly 25 years. I hold an Amateur Extra class
license, callsign N8UR, and I am an active user of amateur radio bands ranging from 160
meters through 33 centimeters. I also hold a General (formerly First Class)
Radiotelephone Operator License. I am Vice President and a member of the Board of
Directors of Tucson Amateur Packet Radio, Inc. ("TAPR"), and am also Vice President
and one of the trustees of the Miami Valley FM Association of Amateur Radio Operators,
Inc. "MVFMA"). In filing these comments, however, I speak only for myself and not for
either TAPR or MVFMA.

Reallocation of primary status in the 420-430 MHz and/or 440-450 MHz band segments
to the Private Mobile Radio Service ("PMRS") would have a significant adverse effect on
the amateur radio community, and on me personally. The LMCC makes the claim,
without evidence or justification, that Amateur Radio Service ("ARS") stations could
operate in this spectrum on a shared, secondary basis with PMRS stations. Should PMRS
become the primary user of these frequencies, I am convinced that current ARS activities
would be significantly disrupted, and may prove entirely impractical.

Loss of these band segments would negatively impact the emergency communications
capability of the ARS. As described below, these frequencies are used in Southwestern
Ohio for both voice and data communications in support of public service activities such
as the National Weather Service "SKYWARN" program. In addition, such disruption of
long-established ARS systems would have a significant economic impact on me as well
as thousands of other amateur radio operators and clubs who have made substantial
investments in equipment for use on these frequencies.

I am personally involved in the operation of two voice repeater systems in Dayton, Ohio,
operating in the 440-450 MHz segment (one owned by me, and the other by the
MVFMA). The total investment in these two systems is over $4000, not including the

No. of Copies rec'd o~Lf
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hours of effort required to install and maintain them. These are only two of several dozen
repeaters operating in the 440-450 MHz segment in southwestern Ohio, each representing
a substantial investment. In addition to voice repeater operation, both the 420-430 and
440-450 MHz band segments are also widely used for link and control channels
connected with repeaters operating in other bands.

I am also involved in the operation of a 19.2kbps packet radio network that uses
numerous frequencies in the 420-430 MHz segment to provide data communication
between Columbus, Cincinnati, and Dayton, Ohio. Loss of this segment would remove
the primary packet radio link between these three metropolitan areas, and would obsolete
over $5000 worth of equipment, not including the significant effort spent by a number of
individuals and organizations to install and maintain this sophisticated data network.

Finally, scores of hams in the Dayton, Ohio area, and thousands more nationally, own
voice transceivers and data radios which operate in the 440-450 MHz segment. The
hundreds of thousands of dollars invested in this equipment would likely be lost if RM­
9267 is adopted.

These economic losses may seem small by some measures, but it should be remembered
that nearly all this investment has been made by individuals or small clubs funded
primarily by membership dues. Further, this investment has been made for reasons that
have nothing to do with profit and everything to do with public service.

RM-9267 would not result solely in economic loss. Systems in these band segments
provide important emergency communications service. For example, the digital network
described above is used to link SKYWARN severe weather spotters to the National
Weather Service office in Wilmington, Ohio. A voice repeater in the 440-450 MHz
segment is used for liaison between SKYWARN net control stations spread across
southwestern Ohio. There is no guarantee that these operations could realistically be
shifted to other bands if they were no longer permitted at 420-430 or 440-450 MHz.

I believe that adoption of RM-9267 would significantly hurt the ARS and its ability to
comply with its charter to serve the public interest. It would also hurt individuals who
have invested in amateur radio equipment to support that charter. This petition should be
denied.

o n R. Ackermann
/ Amateur Radio Station N8UR

Enclosure: Original and four photocopies
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Before the FCr ~!iA.1L BOOM
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of
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)
An Allocation of Spectrum for
Private Mobile Radio Services

)
To: The Secretary,

)
) RM-9267

Federal Communications Commission

STATEMENT OF OPPOSITION TO RM-9267

I am writing in opposition to the LMCC proposal in RM-9267 to re-allocate the Amateur Radio
420-430 and 440-450 MHz bands to shared access to private land mobile services.

Further, I strongly encourage you to ask the FCC to not only deny the LMCC proposal but to also
request that the FCC re-establish Amateur's historical co-primary status in the entire band from
420-450 Mhz.

I am a licensed Amateur Radio operator and that the 420-450 MHz Amateur Radio band is the
second most used VHF/UHF allocation Of the Amateur Radio Service. As a licensed operator, the
band is used to meet the goals of Part 97.1. These goals include emergency communications
support, providing technical self-training, advancement in the radio art, and for data
communications.

The idea that sharing between private land mobile and the Amateur Radio Service is totally
unworkable. The private land mobile and Amateur Radio have mutually incompatible goals. I
believe it is important to note that Amateurs have shared, can share, and will continue to share
our VHF/UHF allocations with mutually compatible services such as government organizations.

I would like to emphasize again that sharing between private land mobile and Amateur Radio is
unworkable. I respectfully request that you DENY the request of the LMCC as stated in RM-9267,
to re~allocate the 420-430 and 440-450 MHz Amateur allocations to shared status with private
land mobile. I instead request that you restore the historical Amateur co-primary status to these
bands.

Sin~,eeIIYY"H--'

t:7~!:J -.
Andrew Jentis
N6XKN

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC, 20544
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