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Dear Sirs,

This is a brief mention of some of the issues that I have with RM -9267,
and I should state up front that I am OPPOSED to this proposal.

1) As I have read it, making Private Mobile Radio Services the primary user of
a large piece of new bandwidth is ill-advised. In spedfic, much of the UHF
Amateur Radio band would be effected, and the examples given in the
proposal of crowding are all good examples where different technology,
such as modern narrow band trunking systems could be used to save scarce
bandwidth, rather than attempting to gain more spectrum to perpetuate an
ineffident technology such as single-channel. I believe the FCC should be
encouraging the petitioners to use these new technologies and thus make
better use of current spectrum, than to displace the existing users.

2) PMRS and ARS are not compatible users of the spectrum. The HAM space
in questions Is currently shared by the Military and ARS, which is a much
more compatible relationship. While PMRS may not have a good
understanding of the importance of the Amateur Radio Service, the US
Military works with the ARS often, and has a good understanding of its
benefits and functions.

3) The suggestion that other space might be allocated to replace the
spectrum in question is not a fair one, in that the spectrum that is suggested
(1390-1395/1427-1432) is not equivalent, in either bandwidth (only 10
megahertz is being given, while 20 is being taken) or in terms of the use of
the spectrum due to different (inferior) RF propagation characteristics.

The change of assignment of these bands would impact HAM radio in the US
seriously. I certainly understand that spectrum is a rare thing, and there are
always going to be many parties asking for use of it, but please remember
that the Amateur Radio Service is an important, if quiet, user of spectrum,
and in my opinion it n.eeds to be suppo~nst is bigger, louder cousins,
the commerdal users! Please opposrthe proposal.

i /'

Sinceit;l W /
Doug Humphrey
President &: CEO - SkyCache Inc.
email: doug@skycache.com work: 301 5980500
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Comments in opposition to RM-9267

May 27,1998
1450 Hedionda Ave
Vista, CA 92083

Office of the Secretary
Federai Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Sir:

I am writing in opposition to RM-9267 filed by the LMCC.
I have been an Amateur Radio Operator in excess of 35 years.
I have an Advanced class license and also hold a General
Radio Telephone License( formerly 1st class Radiotelephone).
My experience includes military, aerospace and Commercial
Radio and TV broadcasting.

For several years since retirement I have been a volunteer with
the ARRUARES, RACES, and American Legion Emergency
~nmmllnir.:::IItinn~~h Ih l:::IIm nr~nttv :::II ~t:::lltinn M:::IIn:::llnAr fnr
--- to ..... _ ••• __ .... _ •• - _.__ ... _ .......... - I .... .1 - ---._......-. --::1-- ---
RACES, an assistant Section Emergency Co-ordinator for
ARES and Chairman for Amateur Radio for an of San Diego
County American Legion Emergency Communications.

I use extensively the 70CM band for communications to and
from each of the above agencies. These frequencies are used
by both voice and packet and also includes linking to remote
stations giving coverage in widely different terrain that other
~--U--"";--d- --"" -o"e" ;n ""h;- ....-. 'n"'" I, ........ 1__... year "'u";ng ....II tA.f 1::1111,;11::1::::> U f IUl I,; V f 1 f l I::::> I,;UU flY . .JU::::>L 1i:l::::>L ,. U II I i:l

fire in a remote area of the north county, ! was the only person
able to make contact with another volunteer races member in
me fire area. This was on me 70cm RACES frequency.
I h'!:30\lO in\loe!'+o~ '!:30 nro'!:30+ ~0'!:301 nf rnnno\l in +hie!' onl linrnon+ n\lor -::l
I IlelVv IIIVv....."vU el ~I vell. Uvell VI IIIVllv1 III 1.111..... Q"tUltJlIlvlII. VVQI Q

period of many years. If these frequencies are lost to Amateur
Radio, it wiii be weii after my iifetime before a repiacement of
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equivaient radio equipment, antenna:s and associated
accessories to replace the lost spectrum will be available.
Even then there is no guarantee that the other spectrum will
work as well in the same conditions.

I would ask the LMCC if they can and will replace all of the
existing radios, antenna's, operators for the benefit of the
generai pubiic as now exists with Amateur Radio, if they are
given our 70cm frequencies. Will they standby with pagers
near there pillows each night to immediatly respond to any
and aU emergencies. i do this now at my own expense, 2
pagers, a cell-phone, portable lap-top computer for digital use
plus HF thru 70cm available 24 hours a day.
My volunteer capability will be badly hampered by the loss of
the 70Cm band, or any other band for that matter, as it all works
together for the benefit of the general public.

Please deny this RM-9267

Respectfully submitted
Larry Ruegseger WA6UTQ
/~C!~~

Enclosure: Original~,6 four photocopies
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Edgewood Amateur
Radio Society

May 28,1998

Federal Communications Commission
Secretary of the FCC, Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington D.C.

Dear Commission Members:
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W6NRY 447.300-
SERVING TIlE PUBLIC SINCE 1951

Ref: Petition RM-9267

1) I am a licensed Amateur Radio operator and a member of the Edgewood Amateur Radio Society in
West Covina, California I would like to state my strong opposition to RM-9267 as proposed by the
Land Mobile Communications Council.

2) Our club, the Edgewood Amateur Radio Society has a long history, over 40 years, of being dedicated
to disaster and emergency communications. The use of the 70 cm amateur Radio band is critical to our
support of Red Cross disaster communications in West Covina and also to our assisting thousands of
motorists each year with highway emergencies via our communications systems.

3) The Edgewood Amateur Radio Society maintains an important repeater on 447.300- MHz on
Johnstone Peak that services all of the Los Angeles basin plus much of southern California This repeater
allows our club members to assist with many public service events throughout the year. Like all our repeater
systems, it continues to be an emergency resource to the community, at no cost to tax payers, but supported
by the membership of our club.

4) Our club also maintains a vital VHF repeater system that assists the public on a daily basis with
highway-type emergency communication. This dual-site system, W6FNO, is linked on the 420 MHz to 430
MHz band and allows radio coverage over most of California I myself, live in the desert, near Palm Springs,
yet I can still handle emergency traffic with a small handitalkie as easily as I did when I lived in Los Angeles
County. Year after year a team of Amateur Radio operators handles over 4,000 calls that aided the motoring
public through the use of the W6FNO repeater system, The effectiveness of this system would be greatly
impaired by interference from the Land Mobile users under RM-9267. RM-9267 presents a serious loss to
public service in southern California

5) I do not know of anyone in our club who delves in Amateur Television (ATV), which is also
transmitted on frequencies that would be impacted by RM-9267. Nevertheless, I hope you will consider the
impact ofRM-9267 on ATV, which has been in demand by providing a television-eye-view ofa disaster.

6) Please also consider that ALL frequencies presently provided for Amateur Radio operations are
ALSO available to our military in time of war. Additionally, well-trained Amateur Radio operators have
since the early part of this century provided technical expertise to our armed forces in time of war. My ex
neighbor Jon, WB6IMC, went into the Marines and later thanked me for helping him get his Amateur Radio
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license, thereby building up his technical communications skills which the Marine Corps appreciated and
promptly used. If commercial services take over amateur radio frequencies such as those addressed herein
regarding RM-9267, both frequencies available to the military and the availability of technically qualified
operators will both be diminished.

7) RM-9267 puts 420 to 430 MHZ and 440 to 450 MHz in grave jeopardy. Its technical language does
not provide any viable solution to the very likely problem of interference between the proposed Private
Mobile Radio Service as a primary user, and the long-standing use by Amateur Radio as a responsible
secondary user. Such RF interference would cause a loss to club operations that could never be replaced.
Please to not approve this misguided petition.

/"\;!i Sin~~ly,
LI'bIAJ ;/at{~£--

Chris Vance, K6YNW

E.A.R.S. P.O. Box 1032 West Covbaa, CA 91793



Edgewood
Amateur
Radio
Society

May 19, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Secretary of the FCC, Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commission:

\ '
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W6NRY · 447.300
SERVING THE PUBLIC SINCE 1957

Ref: Petition RM-9267

1am a licensed Amateur Radio operator and a member of the Edgewood Amateur Radio Society in
West Covina, California. I would like to state my strong opposition to RM-9267 as proposed by
the Land Mobile Communications Council.

Our club has a long history, over 40 years, of being dedicated to disaster and emergency
communications. The use of the 70 cm Amateur Radio band is critical to our support of Red Cross
Disaster communications in West Covina and also to assisting thousands of motorists each year
with highway emergencies via our communications system.

The Edgewood Amateur Radio Society maintains an important repeater on 447.300- MHz on
Johnstone Peak that services all of the Los Angeles basin. This repeater system allows our club
members to assist with many public service events throughout the year. Like all of our repeater
systems, it continues to be an emergency resource to the community, and at no cost to the tax
payers, supported completely by the membership of our club.

Our club also maintains an vital VHF repeater system that assists the public, on a daily basis, with
highway type emergencies. This dual-site system, W6FNO, is linked on the 420 MHz to 430
MHz band and allows radio coverage over much of Southern California. Year-after-year, a team
of licensed hams is handling over 4000 calls, aiding the motoring public through the use of the
W6FNO repeater. The effectiveness of this system would be greatly impaired by interference from
the land mobile users under RM-9267. A serious loss to public service in our area.

RM-9267 puts 420 to 430 MHz and 440 to 450 MHz in grave jeopardy. The technical language
in RM-9267 does not give any viable solutions to the very likely problem of interference between
the proposed Private Mobile Radio Service, as the primary user, and the long standing use by
Amateur Radio as a responsible secondary user. Such RF interference would cause a loss to our
club operations that could never be replaced. Please do not approve this misguided petition.
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Joseph P. deFulgentiis
PO Box 18062
Encino, California 91416

Re: Letter of Concern: (Petition RM-9267)

Office of the SecretaryI

Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

I am writing this letter as a concern Amateur Radio Operator. I have
earned my license as a (Advanced Amateur Radio Operator). I have worked hard
in achieving this goal and look forward everyday in enjoying the hobby that I
chose. I recently have been informed that by the 1st of June 1998, there is a
deadline in response to a petition filed by the Land Mobile Services regarding the
taking of certain frequencies in the 70cm (440mhz) band, proposal (RM-9267). I
feel that as a born American and a citizen of the United States, strong emphasis
is placed on preparation in the time of disaster. The Amateur Radio Community
provides that service when other sources of communications fail. Amateur radio
is there to support the needs of the community involved in such a disaster. I
volunteer my personal time assisting in the preparation of disaster and feel that a
threat such as (Proposal RM-9267) in reallocating frequencies would be a thorn
in the Amateur Radio Community. The preparation or the assistance of disaster
services, would be lost if 70cm (440Mhz) is reallocated, the band plays a very
important role in its reliability for local communications.

Finally, as a volunteer in disaster communications for the Los Angeles
County Emergency Services, I feel strongly that the elimination of the allocation
of 70cm would bear a great burden in support in the preparation of disaster
services. I hope that this committee of commissioners for the Federal
Communications Commission take a serious look before making a decision in
respect to this proposal. The Amateur Radio Community is there and has been
for the last several decades when the need of Emergency Services is called
upon. I thank you for taking the time in accepting this letter and the many others
from the Operators of the Amateur Radio Community and its families.

Res~~,~/
~£fp. d ulgentiis

KQ6SZ



American Red Cross DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
JOHNSON COUNTY CHAPTER
41 North US Highway 31
Whiteland, Indiana 46184-1545
Phone: 317/535-5959
Fax: 317/535-5965

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communication Commission, Rm 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: FILE # RAf~9267

Dear FCC;

I am very concerned about the petition filed by the Land Mobile Communications Council
(LMCC) requesting the reallocation of the 70 cm band 420-430/440-450 MHz which the current
allocation is to radio amateurs. It is my understanding that the frequencies under consideration is
for use by Commercial Mobile Radio Services and Private Mobile Radio Services.

I personally feel that reallocation of these frequencies would greatly affect the response
and communication ability with other amateurs during a disaster situation. Our Red Cross
Chapter relies heavily on the radio amateurs during response and support to our local Fire
Departments and Emergency Management Agency during times of disaster. If an event of a
large scale occurs, frequencies usually used by our chapter would be in use. Agreements have
been made to use a local 70 cm repeater that has a coverage area of the entire county so not to
over use the 2 meter repeater used by the County Emergency Management Agency.

I am requesting that you review all implications of how any change from the current
would affect emergency communications and the radio amateurs that donate their time and the
service to the public they provide. The LMCC proposal is not in the best interest to public safety.

Sincerely,

~~t.~~
Robert E. LaGrange, N9SIU
Disaster Services Johnson County ARC

1;- .(\~ 'd if''IV. OJ vv,.,.- fee '__~__
UstABCDE oi:r
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Red Cross
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Tacoma·Pierce County Chapter
1235 South Tacoma Way 98409
P.O. Box 111028
Tacoma, WA 98411

•

Office of the Secretary .,:;;,\/_J
Federal Communications Cdmmission, Room 222
1919M STNW
Washington DC., 20554

RE: RM-9267

Dear Commissioners:

On April 22, the Land Mobile Communications Council (LMCC) filed a petition with the
Federal Communications Commission (designated RM-9267) that seeks to reallocate the
frequency bands 420-430 and 440-450 MHZ for the use of the Private Mobile Radio Service.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the Tacoma-Pierce County Red Cross Chapter
strongly disagrees with this proposal! The public use of these bands is essential to provide
emergency support and services to the citizens of Pierce County during emergencies and
disasters! Frequently, local communications services become impaired because of volume. These
radio bands must be available for amateur radio, to keep communication services available to
organizations that provide emergency assistance and services.

It is imperative that the Red Cross have these bands available to provide emergency
communications to the citizens of Tacoma and Pierce County. The reallocation of these radio
bands as proposed by the LMCC would critically impair our ability during these operations.

Thank you for your attention and support on this important matter.

Sincerely,

~';'~ :4--7 ffO
'f / i- !- (/., 1--[ ---~ ,_-e" I'

I ~ ,/ \

Thomas R. Sharp
Communications Chair
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First Aid/CPR/Safety Training & Products (253) 474-0600 • Disaster/Military/Emergency Services (253) 474-0300

R.S. V.P. (253) 474-1700· SHIBA (253) 471-7790 • Meals on Wheels (253) 474-1300 • Senior Mealsites (253) 474-1200

•

Volunteer Services/Fund Development/General Offices (253) 474-0400 • FAX (253) 473·4843

E-mail arctacom@crossnet.org • Visit our web page at http://www.seanet.com/-redcross
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Before the

420-450 MHz hand,

The 420-450 MHz Amateur allocation is the second most used Amateur VHF/UHF hand The LMCC
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RM-9267

In the Matter of

An Allocation of Spectrum for
Private Mohile Radio Services

:"TATEMENT OF dPPO~~ITIONTO RM-92() 7

Washington. D.C. :::0554

To: The Secretary.
Federal Communications Commission

No. or Copies rec'd ~
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has requested "sharing" this hand with Amateur operations vet provides no explanation for how "sharing"

Amateur Radio has and will continue to share its VHF/UHF allocations with mutually compatihle

of Amateur UHF operations. now is the time to restore Amatt:ur Radio's historic primary status within the

frt:qut:ncit:s. With the trt:mt:ndous success of the modern "no code" Technician license and the high growth

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl
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Instead. I ask that the Commission change the Amateur allocation from secondary to co-primary with the

420-430 MHz and 440-450 MHz frequency spectrum to commercial. private, land mohile applications.

I am writing in opposition to the Land Mohile Communications Council's proposal to re-allocate the

U.S. government. Prior to the Cold War era. the Amateur Radio St:rvict: was a primary status ust:r of thest:

might occur. Based on the history of "sharing" with commercial snviees (particularly the example of AVL

companies "sharing" 902-92H MHz who ordered hams off the air). "sharing" means that Amateur

operatinns will he evicted i"rom the hand. This is what happens when commercial. for profit services

U.S. government. However. there arc no mutual interest v in common with for-profit private land mohile

"sharc" with not-for-profit. community service oricntcd Amateur Radio operations.

these reasons. there is a mutual interest in sharing hetween <"(Impatihle services like Amateur Radio and the

services and operations. Thcse have included. the U.S. gOVL'rnment. the U.S. military. NOAA doppler wind

shear radar and other government radiolocation services. Amateur Radio has a long and proud history of

supporting he U.S. armed forct:s and NOAA through the National Weather Service's SkyWarn system. For



11I1'" "", i"

services: "sharing", as in the AVL example, will result in the Joss of 420-430 and 440-450 MHz by the

Amateur service, which will prove devastating to the mission of the Amateur Radio service.

Many government agencies and non-profit disaster relief organizations would be tremendously harmed

by the loss of the Amateur 420-430 and 440-450 MHz allocations. The following is a partial list of agencies

that I have assisted with providing emergency communications via Amateur Radio using the 420-450 MHz

band in Southern California:

Orange County RACES

• Los Angeles County DCS

• Hospital Disaster Communication Service

• Westminster RACES

Huntington Beach RACES

• Irvine IDEC

Private and for-profit radio services do not have mutually compatible interests with the Amateur Radio

Servicc. Sharing between private land mobile and the Amateur Radio Scrvice, as proposed by the LMCC,

will not work. The 420-4S0 MHz band is the second most used VHF/UHF Amateur Radio allocation. The

loss of these frequencies will eause severe disruption to the mission of Amateur Radio, as specified in

CF.R. Title 47 Part 97.1. and will render severe harm to thL' Amateur's ability to support numerous

government and non-profit relief agencies.

I respectfully request that you DENY the request of the LMCC to share the Amateur radio allocations

at 420-430 and 440-450 MHz, Instead. I request that the Cummission restore Amateur Radio's historic co-

primary status in the entire band 420-450 MHz.

Sincerely,

<~cu~
David Wilson, KE6AFR
7212 Rockmont Ave
Westminster, CA 926R3-6123

OS/27/9R



Re: RM-9267
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May 27,1998

18915 Windsor Lakes Dr.
Houston, Texas 77094

A~""""r"Secretary, Federal Communications Commissldn' \.. ' .~tvfr-",
1919 M St NW . '.

Washington, DC 20554 J!}AJ :1 'Qt..l,-,

I'" iq(';-,. ii',
. . \,.. '.J.jVI

I am a user of the 420-430 MHz segment of the 70 cm band proposed to be taken away and
given to Private Mobile Radio Services per LMCC's RM-9267. I strongly object to this proposal
from both a personal and public interest perspective.

I am a frequent and dedicated user of all segments of the 70 cm amateur band. I am an avid
experimenter, particularly with antenna technologies. The 70 cm amateur band is ideally suited
to this pursuit as the physical requirements of antennae are both manageable and economical.

I use the 420-430 MHz spectrum for amateur television reception. I often monitor the local
Houston Amateur Television Society (HATS) repeater and other local transmitters using a
homemade quagi antenna. I use the 430-440 MHz spectrum for amateur satellite
communications. I am a frequent user of FO-20, FO-29, AO-10, and AO-27 analog satellites (as
well as RS-12 and RS-15) and plan to experiment with digital modes this summer. I have
designed, built, and experimented with dozens of different satellite antennae for the 70 cm band,
including circular polarization designs. I use the 440-450 MHz spectrum for local FM simplex and
repeater communication, also using various homebuilt antennae. I estimate the monetary value
of my 70 cm band hardware and software investments to be greater than $ 2,500.

As an example of my use of this spectrum in the public interest, I plan to test my emergency
communications via amateur satellites in June during the ARRL's Field Day exercise. I will
participate in AMSAT's Field Day program using 100 percent emergency power and portable
antennae (from a nearby park). While this may be a lot of fun for me, it is merely one of the many
ways amateurs utilize the UHF band segments allocated to them in the public interest.

I am a registered Professional Engineer and have a great respect for the fine work done by API,
but I must object to the LMCC's proposal. It is contrary to the public interest to unilaterally
rescind a portion of the amateur 70 cm band and reallocate it for strictly commercial gain of the
petitioners.

Sincerely,

--- iJ7/,7/l a
~·<?<u~/Ic!-\;I~

Gerald R. Brown, K50E

No. or Copies rec'd 0 f.. V
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JAMES W. OLLIFF

1260 Linden Avenue
Glendale, CA 91201

May 27, 1998

Federal Communication Commission
Secretary, Room 222
1919 M Street, N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: RM-9267

Dear Commission:

As a licensed Amateur Radio Operator, I would like to go on record as being strongly opposed to
the petition under consideration, RM-9267.

I am active on many Amateur Radio frequencies that promote public welfare through
emergency, disaster and public service communication. The frequencies stated in RM-9267 (420
MHz to 430 MHz and 440 MHz to 450 MHz), are very important to our continued success in
serving the public and our communities through our work. These frequency segments also
include important linking, control, and repeater systems that are used daily in our area.

One of the five reasons that our Government created the Amateur Radio Service was to have a
readily available pool of trained operators to assist with emergency communications when the
unexpected occurs. While Amateur Radio is allocated as the secondary user of these
frequencies, our emergency networks have caused little interference to the primary user, the
United States Government. RM - 9267 contains no technical solutions that prove Amateur Radio
operators could continue to use these bands for emergency preparations and operations if land
mobile communications became the primary user. In Southern California, this relatively small
portion of Spectrum will quickly fill up with bases, mobiles, and repeaters assigned to
businesses, leaving amateurs and their established emergency communication networks
ineffective with the inevitable increase in business traffic under RM-9267.

Please consider fully the consequences of RM-9267 and assigning primary frequency usage to
Land Mobile Radio. As a member of the Amateur Radio Community, I want to continue to serve
my National, State, and Local Governments by providing my equipment and services during an
emergency. RM-9267 will limit the amateur radio operator's access to these frequencies and will
definitely interfere with all amateur disaster preparation communication efforts.

Sincerely,

James W. Olliff
KE6URZ

No. of Copies rec'd S"
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CHRISTINE H. OLLIFF

1260 Linden Avenue
Glendale, CA 91201

, \

May 27,1998

Federal Communication Commission
Secretary, Room 222
1919 M Street, N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: RM-9267

Dear Commission:

As a licensed Amateur Radio Operator, I would like to go on record as being strongly opposed to
the petition under consideration, RM-9267.

I am active on many Amateur Radio frequencies that promote public welfare through
emergency, disaster and public service communication, The frequencies stated in RM-9267 (420
MHz to 430 MHz and 440 MHz to 450 MHz), are very important to our continued success in
serving the public and our communities through our work. These frequency segments also
include important linking, control, and repeater systems that are used daily in our area.

One of the five reasons that our Government created the Amateur Radio Service was to have a
readily available pool of trained operators to assist with emergency communications when the
unexpected occurs. While Amateur Radio is allocated as the secondary user of these
frequencies, our emergency networks have caused little interference to the primary user, the
United States Government. RM - 9267 contains no technical solutions that prove Amateur Radio
operators could continue to use these bands for emergency preparations and operations if land
mobile communications became the primary user, In Southern California, this relatively small
portion of Spectrum will quickly fill up with bases, mobiles, and repeaters assigned to
businesses, leaVing amateurs and their established emergency communication networks
ineffective with the inevitable increase in business traffic under RM-9267.

Please consider fUlly the consequences of RM-9267 and assigning primary frequency usage to
Land Mobile Radio. As a member of the Amateur Radio Community, I want to continue to serve
my National, State, and Local Governments by providing my equipment and services during an
emergency. RM-9267 will limit the amateur radio operator's access to these frequencies and will
definitely interfere with all amateur disaster preparation communication efforts.

Sincerely,

Christine H. Olliff
KF60PU

-
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Saturday, May 16, 1998

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Washington, DC 20554

To Whom It May Concern,

16 Hall Place

00 Pittsfleld, MA

CKErFILE COP 01201
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42

As an Amateur Radio operator, I am writing in oposession to RM-9267, the
proposed reallocation of the 420-430 MHz and the 440-450MHz portion of the 70cm amateur
radio band to the Land Mobile Communications Council (LMCC).

My largest concern with this most recent petition for private-sector allocation of
amateur radio band is that ofpublic safety. As a member ofone of the largest amateur
radio organizations in Western Massachusetts, I have on many occasions been called
upon to provide radio communications for Search and Rescue missions in our area. The
need for reliable radio communication while in the mountains searching for lost persons
is ofan utmost priority. Several times communication on our local 449.425 repeater on
top ofMount Greylock has had to be used, due to lack of other adequate means of
communications. IfRM-9267 is approved, this valued and life saving means of
communication might not be available.

As you are aware, amateur radio is already on a shared basis with the
Department of Defense on parts of this band. The LMCC has proposed to share the sub
bands with amateur radio, but has not taken the time to study how this sharing would be
done.

Another side affect of this proposal being approved, will be the fmancialloss of
every amateur radio operator and radio club that owns radio equipment for use in the 70
cm band. Personally, I have two 70 cm radios and various pieces ofAmateur Television
equipment that operates on the 70 cm band that I would no longer be able to use.

While LMCC's proposal is not without merit, perhaps, for the safety of many, they
should try to find radio communication frequencies that are not already being used for
such valuable purposes. The loss of the for mentioned amateur radio frequencies would
be a great loss to the public and potentially endanger those who we are trying to assist.

Again, the loss of the 70 cm frequencies of420-430 MHz and 440-450 MHz would be
a loss, not only to amateur radio operators, but also to the citizens and orginazations that
we support and provide radio communications for.

Thank you,

ToddShoffN1XHR &
No. of Copies rec'd
Ust ABC 0 E 0 1/



I am alanned at the potential for the loss of most of the amateur 70cm banct This band is vital to many
of the functions for which I use amateur radio.

I use my dual band mobile radio to extend the mnge of my portable station. Using a 440MHz link, I can
be on foot and talk on repeaters much farther than I could ever dream of without the repeater.

DOcKET FILE COPy
ORIGINAL

1QOP• ", ,J
qo' ~

~ .. l

1700 Golden Gate Dr. NW Apt. G4
Atlanta GA 30309-2066

I am writing regarding the recent rulemaking petition. RM-9267.

May 27, 1998

Comment on RM-9267

Office of the Secretary
Fedeml Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street tWIJ
Washington, DC 20554.

Dear FCC:

The otNious uses include simplex and repeater use on the 440MHz portion of the band. The dubs I
belong to sponsor seveml repeaters on the 440 band that we use for both personal and emergency
communications. 70an is also a great place for amateur television, and I am greatly interested in the
two local groups that use this up and coming mode.

During the recent tornadoes in North Georgia. I, along with dozens of other Amateur Radio Emergency
service members joined with the Red Cross to help out the disaster victims. Amateur Radio is crucial
to these opemtions. Nonnally. two meter frequencies are used, but most of the repeaters we were
using were using 440MHz links from remote bases to extend the range of the repeaters. We would not
have been able to cover an entire county reliable without the use of the 70an band.

There is a local bike trek. the MS 150, that relies exdusively on amateur radio for health and welfare
communications. Because of its 150 mile length, there is no way except for temporary amateir stations
using 440Mhz links to keep all of the support crew in touch,

!'----
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The National Weather service in Peachtree City. Georgia. in coopemtion with Skywam and ARES
groups in the North Georgia area use 440MHz repeaters and links to 2 meter repeaters to relay vital
storm-spotting infonnation to the NWS office. It is vital for the meteorologists to have this ground based
infonnation to help calibrate the radar and provide infonnation on the severity of stonns.

The 70an band is crucial to the perfonnance of much of the VHFIUHF communication that amateurs
do. The RM.9267 petition would prohibit such use of amateur frequencies and would limit the ability of
radio amateurs to perfonn their vital public service.

since~: , / 7
,4- ,.,

; ,','/ ",' ,"('"
• "f.'""" ///0"'"A"/ .,. '£ 7____

Michael Ross
KF4MDW



In detail:

I would sum up my reasons as follows:
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May 25,1998

RECEJ\/ED

Dear Commissioners,

COMMENTS OPPOSING RM-9267

• Many amateur radio operators, including myself, have made a large personal
commitment to operation in the 420-450 MHz amateur band.
• It is not practical for PMRS to share the band with the Amateur Radio Service.
• The petition's suggestion that 1390-1395/1427-1432 MHz might replace it is
not acceptable.
• Off-the-shelf communications technologies exist which could alleviate PMRS
channel-crowding and privacy issues cited by the petition, without requiring
additional spectrum.
• The petition would expand the erosion of the Amateur Radio Service, ignoring
ARS's huge contributions to public safety and badly-needed technical
educational opportunities.

• It is not practical for PMRS to share the band with the Amateur Radio
Service. We are able to endure sharing with the military, as the effect is~

No. of Copies rec'd, _
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I am writing to oppose the sections of the petition made by the Land Mobile
Communications Council that seek to reallocate two thirds of the 420-450 MHz
Amateur Radio Service band to the Private Mobile Radio Service.

Office of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

• Like many other Amateur Radio operators, I have a made a substantial commitment
to operation in the 420-450 MHz band. This in terms of money invested in equipment,
and the personal time spent in such activities as developing, installing and
maintaining repeater systems in the band. Even if the Commission found it feasible,
and saw fit to allocate 1390-1395/1427-1432 MHz to ARS as the petition suggests, our
existing equipment, and time spent on it, would be lost.

Based on over twenty years personal experience of Amateur Radio FM voice repeater
operation in the 440-450MHz band, and, as a holder of a commercial FCC operator's
license with many years of experience in the two-way radio business, I make the
following observations:



occasional radar interference which merely degrades operation for while. The
use proposed by the petition would almost certainly make any sort of
simultaneous sharing intolerable to both users.

• The petition suggests the FCC might allocate 1390-1395/1427-1432
MHz to the amateur service to "offset this constriction". That band is not the
equivalent of the UHF band, neither in terms of RF propagation, nor of the
availability of equipment and it's cost. It would require a much higher financial
expenditure by amateur licensees to put it to use than we have invested 420
450 MHz. That aside, 10 MHz does not replace the loss of 20.

• The petition overstates the need for more spectrum for PMRS. Specific
examples cite channel overcrowding leading to long waiting times, and lack of
privacy leading to confusion among the users. Yet almost every specific
example given are excellent candidates for the benefits of of existing narrow
band, trunked radio technology. "Off-the-shelf" trunked radio technology could
do much to improve the described channel crowding, and completely fix their
privacy problem. My view is; PMRS should "clean up their own house" before
asking for additional spectrum.

• Lastly, these days Amateur Radio Service seems to be a "standard" target for
commercial services seeking spectrum. The net long-term effect of these efforts would
eventually whittle down the Amateur Radio Service to nothing. Their proponents would
sacrifice ARS's huge contributions to public safety and badly-needed technical
education, for the sake of short-term monetary gain. I myself have been well served by
my experience as an Amateur Radio operator. I know for a fact that my participation in
Amateur Radio as a hobby had made a tremendous contribution to my own technically
oriented carreer. The shortage of technically skilled labor in this country is nearing
crisis level. Participation in the Amateur Radios Service serves both as an educational
experience, and especially as source of great motivation, to the youth of this nation. It
is imperative that this service continue to proVide these opportunities. This cannot
happen if there is no radio spectrum available for pUblic education and
experimentation.

Thank you.

Lawrence Mollica
Amateur Radio licensee WA6FSJ

1038 N. Tustin #550
Orange, CA 92867



~PierceCounty
Department of Emergency Management
Office of the Director

901 Tacoma Avenue South, Suite 300
Tacoma, Washington 98402-2101
(253) 798-6595 • FAX (253) 798-3307

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission, Room 222
1919 M STNW
Washington DC., 20554

RE: RM-9267

Dear Commissioners:

On April 22, the Land Mobile Communications Council (LMCC) filed a petition with the
Federal Communications Commission (designated RM-9267) that seeks to reallocate the
frequency bands 420-430 and 440-450 MHZ for the use of the Private Mobile Radio Service.

The purpose of this letter is to infonn you that the Pierce County Department of Emergency
Management strongly disagrees with this proposal! The public use of these bands is essential to
provide emergency support and services to the citizens of Pierce County during emergencies and
disasters! These bands have been successfully used by local amateur operators to save life and
property and it is imperative that these bands be available in the future! It is critical to the
citizens of Pierce County that these existing amateur bands be available for emergency
communications and public safety.

In addition, the above bands are used by amateur radio operators in Pierce County for training
and exercises. It is essential for the Pierce County Department of Emergency Management to
train and exercise frequently to provide the best service possible to the citizens of Pierce County!
The reallocation of these radio bands as proposed by the LMCC would critically impair our
ability during these operations.

Thank you for your attention and support on this important matter.

Sincerely,

c!it;;;v &~
Steve Bailey
Director

No. of Copies r8C'd 0 rJ- "-I
UstABCDE '!.~
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Dear FCC:

RM-9267

In the Matter of

Comments of Jefferson G. Tong AA7GK
On behalf of the membership of
Gallatin Ham Radio Club
P.O. Box 4381
Bozeman, Montana 59772

Land Mobile Communications Council)
petition for rufemaking for reallocation of)
frequencies. )

No. oi Copies lec'd <
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The Gallatin Ham Radio Club file these comments on May 27
FCC RM-9267
Page one of two.

Currently Radio Amateurs in Gallatin County have four active UHF repeaters, with plans
for a fifth, three packet data links in operation, as well as several simplex voice frequencies. These
UHF Repeaters and links are an integral part ofa regional linked VHF and UHF repeater system
covering Interstate 90 from Butte to Billings and south into Wyoming, as well as east on
Interstate 94 to the Montana, North Dakota state line, a distance of nearly a thousand miles!
The packet system is part if a system interconnecting Billings, Bozeman, Helena (the state capital)
and Great Falls, four ofthe largest population centers in the state.

During normal operation, these linked repeater systems provide routine and easily
accessible communications to hundreds of Amateur Radio operators and their families, often
living working, or traveling over a large geographical areas ( over 3,500 square sparsely
populated miles).

In rural Montana, Amateur Radio is often times the ONLY source of available
communications with the outside world for either routine communications or emergency help.

Our major concern in RM-9267 is centered around the loss ofa very significant
portion of spectrum currently occupied by operational emergency communications assets.

As has been demonstrated locally, as well as on a national basis, existing public service/
public safety communications systems,while quite adequate for normal day to day
operations, often are disabled or fail completely during civil or natural crisis.

Recognizing this, Amateur Radio VHF and UHF communications assets in Gallatin
County are officially integrated into the disaster preparedness and response action plans by
county officials.

Gallatin Ham Radio Club members and their communications assets are regularly included
as part of local disaster preparedness exercises and have been instrumental in providing auxiliary
communications to areas within the county not normally covered by existing public service/ public
safety radio systems.
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Comments of the Gallatin Ham Radio Club
RM-9267
Page two of two.

Ifthe Amateur Radio community in Gallatin County lost the 420-430f440-450 MHz
portions of the UHF spectrum to commercial interests, or even became secondary to commercial
users, the impact to local and regional Amateur Radio communications, both for routine hobby
related use and, more importantly, emergency public service use, would be major and potentially
disastrous.

The economic and social burden to Amateurs in this area to suddenly replace existing
infrastructure that has taken years of hard work and dedication by unpaid volunteers cannot be
reconciled, especially in an area of the country where empty commercial UHF spectrum is still
available, even prior to re-farming.

For the above stated reasons we object to the potential loss of the spectrum identified by
RM-9267 within the UHF Amateur band.

spe t IlYS~~

e son G. To~g, .....-/
'6n behalfofthe membership.
Gallatin Ham Radio Club.
P.O. Box 4381
Bozeman, Montana 59772



RobcRr L. SrOITS
12lJ8 WinchesteR A.ve., (~{endcl{e, CA. 91201

T)\). 818-2lJ6-2223 / r:cl}". 818-2lJ6-lJ891

May 26,1998

...

Federal Communications Commission
Secretary of the FCC, Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ref: RM-9267

Dear Commission:

DOcKET FILE COPYORIGINAt.

As a licensed Amateur Radio operator I want togo on record as being strongly opposed to the
petition under consideration, RM-9267. I am active on many Amateur Radio frequencies that
promote the public welfare through emergency, disaster and public service communications.

The frequencies stated in RM-9267, (420 Mhz to 430 Mhz and 440 Mhz to 450 Mhz) are very
important to our continued success in serving the public through our work. These frequency
band segments include important linking, control, amateur television and repeater systems that
are used daily in Southern California. There are times that these band segments are the only
ones that can be used to maintain radio communications in certain areas.

Amateur Radio has proven to be a successful secondary user to the military radar operations on
these frequency bands. RM-9267 contains no technical solutions to prove that Amateur Radio
users could continue to use these bands without serious interference if land mobile
communications become the primary user.

In order for Amateur Radio operators in Southern California to continue to be a vital
communications resource to the public during emergencies and disasters, please do not approve
RM-9267.

Sincer y,_

pu/k
Robert L. Stotts, KC6QNY

No .C nW:. rec'd.OT 0....__ _ _
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re: RM-9267

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Attn: Secretary
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAl..

Ralph Riggs
13813 Webster Rd
Bath, Mi. 48808
May 26, 1998

In the Matter of the LMCC's proposal
to REALLOCATE THE 70-CM BAND TO PMRS RM-9267
Titled, "Opposition to the LMCC's Request to Reallocate Primary Status
of 70-cm to the Private Mobile Radio Service

To: The Chief; Private Wireless Division

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

OBJECTION TO

REALLOCATION OF PRIMARY 70-CM STATUS TO PMRS

I am writing this letter to express my opposition to the Land Mobile Communications

Council's (LMCC) request that primary user status of the 70cm band be reallocated from

the federal government to the Private Mobile Radio Service (PMRS). I am a radio

amateur, and we currently use the 70-cm band for coordinating emergency responses in

Clinton Co, Michigan. Examples of our public service usage include tornado and severe

weather spotting, back up emergency communications for local police, fIre and ambulance,

and civil defense communications with our RACES group. I feel strongly that the public

would be best served by denying RM -9267, and preserving the 70-cm band for military

and amateur usage.

Thank you,

Ralph Riggs N8YQJ

No. Of Copies rec'd U'
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Federal Communications Commission

Before the

Washington. DC 20554

RM9267
)

)

)

)

)

Proposed Reallocation of 420 to 430 MHz
And 440 to 450 MHz from the Federal
Government to the Private Mobile Radio
Service

In the Matter of

No. or Copies rec'd <-i
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public interest. Without useable frequency bands, the right of future generations of American citizens to become

earth-moon-earth (EME) communications, I strongly oppose the LMCC Petition for Rule-making.

and having been an active amateur using the 420-450 MHz for amateur television (ATV) for over 25 years and for

2. Much of the technology now in public use was developed on the amateur bands by radio amateurs. The

I. Having been an amateur radio operator for 40 years. a physicist at Naval Research Lab for 30 years,

radio amateurs and contribute to the public interest in their own personal way would be jeopardized. I as an

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

freedom of radio amateurs to experiment and develop communication technology is extremely important for the

demonstrating the feasibility of low power, < 100 watts, television coverage for isolated communities or specialized

amateur using the 420-450 MHz for fast scan ATV, have experimented with two way interactive television

more experimentation to be done, thus this is not the time to give away the amateur frequencies needed to continue

monitoring of parades, etc., making primary use of repeaters in the 420-450 MHz band. The proposed rule would

interests. Millions of dollars of research, with no cost to the government or private industry, was achieved by

amateurs in the 420-450 MHz band. Communication technology is in a high state of flux presently and there is much

3. ATV is used for simulated emergency tests (SET), tornado watches, digital visual message centers, and remote

experimentation.

invested thousands of dollars in equipment for the 420-450 MHz band and much of my equipment would not be

useable at higher frequencies.

eliminate ATV repeaters from the band, thus eliminating much of the effective use for public interest. I have


