
PAGE EllDDC

RECEIVED Ct- ~~
\JGKEl HLfWPv JUN 15 1998 q

"OR/fiIN~ COMMUNIrATIOtIl~X PAHTE OR LAP:: FILED
OfFICE OF lllE SI!CIlETARY

9075435720

De1ance
Promoting d/$tance education and

ellvery communication in Rura/Alaska • •

Consortium P.o. Box 2401 • Bethel, Alaska 99559· (907)~9. (907) 543-5720 FAX

05/07/1998 19:15

June 12, 1998

To: FCC Commissioners, Senate Commerce Subcommittee • USF,
AlaskaJs Washington Delegation

Fm: Member Agencies of the Distance Delivery Consortium

Re: No Delay to Subsidies for Rural Alaska!

Member agencies of the Consortium include: Rural School Districts. Yukon
Kuskokwim Health Corporation, City and Tribal Governments, the
University of Alaska, Public Radio and TV and over 15 Community Service
Organizations and Corporate Sponsors. We live in the most remote region
of the State of Alaska and comprise one of the most underserved regions of
the country.

For almost five years, the member agencies of the Distance Delivery
Consortium have made a concerted effort to obtain access to the National
Information Infrastructure. Our organizations are all committed to the well
being of the people of this region and have a critical need for access to and
in the use of data resources for education. health care and basic
communication needs .

For years t students, teachers, doctors. nurses, tribal and city administrators,
the Army National Guard and the general public have anticipated the
ability to access the 'information highway'. In a region with no roads,
bridges, land lines or other infrastructure so common to the rest of the
Nation, connecting to the Internet is vital and in many villages, the only
possible link to public infonnation resources. In this respect, the years of
wait have seemed like an eternity. The lack of service has limited the social
and economic development potentials in our Alaska Native communities.

Make no mistake. the demand for services and the increase in use of
information technologies over this period has been substantial. The
Consortium's regional email and bulletin board system has seen a five fold
increase in traffic just over the last year. Still, no telecommunications
provider has been willing to connect these communities to effective and
useful Internet-based data networks.
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No Internet Service Providers have been willing to provide cost effective 'real
time' (above 14.4 Kbps dialup wi marginal connect rates) connectivity to
our villages. There was very Uttle potential for service delivery to the
people of SW Alaska.

Until the potential for USF subsidy and the E~rate appeared!

With the notion of a subsidized service on the table, we now have providers
bringing high technology broadband potentials to our region and
throughout the State of Alaska. The competitive telecommunications
market place has been stimulated like never before. The 96 Act and the
implications of USF subsidy for computer data services has facilitated
tremendous growth and service potentials for our communities.

As an example.....AT&T Alascom was just awarded, through an extremely
competitive bid process under the SLC plan. a contract for Internet service
to one of the Consortium school districts. The contract is for service to
twenty-six remote communities in the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta / Bering Sea
region; an eighteen month contract totaling over 1.5 million dollars for
satellite based 56Kb cell relay connectivity to every outlying site and shared
Tl in the hub community of Bethel. Under the current plan, our region
would be subsidized to a high level; up to 90% in most outlying
communities. The only way any of our schools could afford this high cost
service is via some support mechanism and the current USF SUbsidy does
make it affordable to the community. It has also made if financially
feasible for the telecom provider AT&T Alascom to build-out the neccessary
improvements to the infrastructure and offer the service.

We are very appreciative of Congress' support and the FCC's efforts towards
bringing Internet access to our communities! We are also very willing to do
our part to contribute to the concept of universal service and the goal of
connecting all Americans. An example of this willingness can be found in
Alaska's response to the issue of wiring schools. Technologists understand
that bUilding out local area networks (LANs) in the schools is critical to the
dissemination of the data resources to be delivered by the USF FCC/SLC
program. The State of Alaska, through the efforts of it's Science and
Technology Foundation, has contributed 3.9 million dollars cash and close
to 6 million in matching support to wire our school facilities state-wide.
Forty three districts, 400 schools and 6000 classrooms (70% of the State)
have been wired. In response to costly satellite-based service
offerings..... through the efforts of our Distance Delivery Consortium in SW
Alaska we have created true working partnerships and cooperative effort to
facilitate fund development and the support to build out local and State­
wide infrastructure which enhances the effectiveness of the Internet service
offerings subsidized by the USF. In the spirit of village cooperation, our
Consortium has initiated the concept of 'shared-bandwidth resources'
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throughout our region. By aggregating users onto the data 'pipe' being
delivered to our village facilities we can ensure an equitable distribution
and thereby a broader use of these costly services.

OUf schools, health clinics, tribal and chy governments, university rural
campuses and other entities in our communities have aligned their
resp~ctive organizations financially and socially for the implementation of
the E-rate. We have huge investments in time and dollars already
committed to the timelines established by the FCC/SLC and Health
Corporation. Schools have committed to curriculum initiatives, health
clinics have invested and installed hardware and software, a broad base of
users have been trained....we are committed towards making this national
initiative beneficial for our communities. Delaying the service
implementation will create organizational chaos and would be an extreme
let down for the people of our region.

We are relying on your continued support for our rural communities.
Please, don't delay! Move forward with your commitments to prOVide
universal service, vital service. to the villages in rural Alaska.

Quyana

Martin Leonard III
Coordinator, Distance Delivery Consortium
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I Lincoln Intermedi~~~ll~},~t'f~.12
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EX P.~RTE OR LATE FILED
To: The Honorable John McCain, Chair, Senate Com~orceCB~~t:_

Fr: Dr. George Zook Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12/ wi(~E:D
Re: E-rate continuation «.- JUN 1 5
Dt: June 11. 1998 #i&1ERN. 1998
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The continuation of the e-rate program at the 2.25 billion dollar level is in

the beat interest of the learners and school district in the Lincoln

Intermediate Unit 12 in South Central Pennsylvania. There should be no

delays nor reductions. By expanding educational access and opportunity for

all learners this will expand telecommunications access to all of our school

districts.

The continuation of the e-rate at the 2.25 billion dollar level is in the

economic interest of the United States. These interests require technological

investment in o~ schools. Most of our classrooms are not yet connected to

the Internet. Ifour federal officials mean what they say about American

education being the best in the world, we have to give our young people the

tool to be the best.

The e-rate program should not be suspended or reduced. This is not

acceptable. Curren.t need is fixed at $ 2.25 billion and should remain at that

level until such time as the need declines.

All ofour local school district and the Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12 have

invested incalculable amounts of time and energy into the E-rate process. We

have world with community organizations and local businesses to leverage

resources, raise matching money and establish comprehensive technology

plans. To pull the plug on. these efforts would amount to a cruel trick and a

slap in the face to our nation's young people.

WESTERN SATELLITE OFFICE
Franklln Leaming (;enler

2W1LDop Road
Chamber8tll.lfg. PA 17201

(711)2~01
"";.....1Tnn
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BUCHANAN COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

MAY 18,1998
RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

On motion by Mr. Joe Gary Street, seconded by Mr. Clifford Helton,a~~TIONS COMMISSION
approved unanimously, Buchanan County School Board adopted the following THE 5eCRETNrf

Resolutions:

RESOLVED, that it is hereby declared to be necessary and it is necessary, in
order for the Buchanan County School Board to fulfill its duties and obligations to the
public and to the school children ofBuchanan County, Virginia, in the classroom to
operate and maintain the up-to-date technology programs, and to have the full funding
for all the services and discounts offered under the E-Rate.

RESOLVED, that the E-Rate mayprovide not only the students but parents and
the community access to the Internet and a wide range oftelecommunication services and
internal connections.

RESOLVED, the Telecommunications Act ofJ996 calls for schools and libraries
to receive discounted access -- known as the ICE-Rate". We are charged with the
business ofeducating children, help us, through the enforcement ofthe Act; and
furthermore, more than 30,000 schools and libraries have submitted applicationsfor the
E-Rate discounts, they are counting on this money to get Internet services into the
classroom and the library setting.

RESOLVED, the phone companies, which pay into the fund to provide the
discounts, cry; however, they recoup those access rates and new revenue as a result of
the E-Rate being implemented.

RESOLVED, take the necessary action now, connect the children and schools to

the net. and support the E-1IJJte. ~a
Chairman ofBoard

ArrEST:
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Dear Congressmen:
ffDERAI. roMMUNIC~JIO~1S CllMllllS80N

0fFlCE OF THl:~'ffAR'!

I hope that your actions will protect aDd preserve the E-rate..

1. CODtlDu.atlon of the e-rate at the eurrent level is in the best Interest ofstudents, schools,
and Dbraries. TIlere should be BO delay. or redlletioD5. By expanding educational access and
opportunity for all students, perticularly the "have nots" impacted by remote location and/or
limited resources, universal service is B powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond
the actual dollars collected.

2. Continuatton of the e-rate at the eurreat level u in the economic hltenlt of tbe 'UDited
States. These interests require this technological investment in our schools_ Eighty-six percent
of our clas.'lrooms are not connected to the Internet. If our federal officials mean what they say
about American education being the best in the world. we have to give our young people the toot
to be the best.

3. The preen- shoald Dot be supended or reduced Rumors out ofWashington, D.C.
susaest that the F.e.e. has been entertaining the possibility of scaling back the program to
roughly $650 million, tar below the authorized level of$2.25 billion. This is not acceptable.
Current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and should remain at that level until such time as the need
declines.

4. Loeal schools aDd Hbrarl. have in~eated iBealcul.ble anaOUDU of time aDd ene!'IY iato
the e-rate proceN. 1'bey have worked with community organizations and local businesses to
leverage resources, raise matching money, and establish comprehensive technology plans. To
pull the plug on these efforts would amount to a cruel trick and a slap in the face to our nation's
young people.

Tberefore, I urge yoa to protect aDd preserve the e"ratt dlscouDt for our schools and
libraries. Thank you.

. Janice Solkov
AdminiS1rative Services Manager
Upper Moreland School District
2900 Terwood Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090
(215) 830-1586
jis@umsd.k12.pa.us
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oGKFl F/LF coPYORlr,W4L

Commissioner SU8an Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jack H Adams, Director of Media
Arrowhead Area Education Agency
Box 1399
Fort Dodge, lowa 50501

SUBJECT: E-rate

DATE: June 10,1998

It is very Important to the 31 school districts that I serve in Northwest Iowa to have the
universal service continued at the current rate. Schools have spent aUot of time in
preparing for the universal service. The adcflllon of the money to their technology
service will help them prepare their students for the 21 st Century.

I hope you win find tt possible to continual this support .
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June 11, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communlcation15 Commif:JSion
1919 M Street, N.W.
Wa15hinl.rton, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner NeslS:

]un 12,98 14:54 No.018 P.C2
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EX P~RTE OR L,l\TE FILED

RECEIVED
JUN 15 1998

, '"ll'!

I am writinIC to express my support olthe continuation of the FCC a-rate prollam and its
lundin, at the autborized le\'ol of $2.26 biI1ioD. It bas recently corne to my attetJtion that
the e-rate discount pJ'Oifam is in peril ofOOine greatly reduced or eliminated entirely.

I strong-ly believe that any curtailment of this important program would not only lJcveroly
affect the schools and llbrarielf tblit are e1.lgible to recoive the discounts. but would also
negativoly impllt..-t our enUre count.ry economically. Our school students must have aceelSs to
the information technolOKies necessary for them to take their places in the competitive arena
of the global mark~tplaco.

In addition, locallfChools and libraries have inVeRted an enormous amount of time and effort
in completin~the steps necesaary to apply for the telecommunications discounts. They have
worked with community organi7.ations and local businesses to leverage refJourcee, raise
matching funds, and establish comprehensive technology plans in ordor to participate in the
e-rate program. It would be an enormous waste of procious loeal relilourccs should the
program be discontinued or curtailed at this time.

I requel:lt your 88~istance in 8uPlX>r1.ing the a.l'ate program by insurlni that it i$ funded at
the authori:t;l~levels. On bohalf of our local schools and libraries, 1 would greatly appreciate
your consideratiun of this matter ofgreat importance.

Dr. K. Robert Hob\
Executive Director

ERHlEKP:dr

River's Ch<\se Bu:;inessCanler· 1111 Commons Boulevard· P.O. 13011 16050' Readil'l.l, f'A 19t112·60hO 0
610.OQ7.2248' fAX 610.987.6'l00· m 610.98'.8401
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Organization name Federal Communications Commission
-----------

FAX number (202 ) 418-2821
-------------

Contact person Commissioner Susan Ne.S9

City, State, ZIP code Washington, D.C. 20554

Group number

Date 6/12/98

Individual's name K. Robp.rt Hohl, Executive Director Mail code 5
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TO:

FROM:
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JUN 15 1998
FAX TRANSMIlTAL i~I".COM

............ MlJNlCATlONS COMMISSION
OfFICE Of THE SI!CfIETNIY

Commissioner Susan Ness FAX: (202) 418-2821
Federal Communications Commission

Terry N. lindquist,Ph..D.J.PJ/j/~"1·
Superintendent

The E-rate program being c01l5idered by Congress is critical to the school
districts in our region. All 35 School districts plus 48 private schools in King
and Pierce Counties in Washington State completed plans and applied for the
E-rate.

Our region's schools have planned. for and expected this funding to help
them conned their classrooms to the Intemet. The funding is essential for
expanding access and opportunity for all students. Withdrawing the program
at this point will seriously impede our schools' abilities to achieve
educational reform and help students reach the higher standards they must
achieve today.

Thank you for considering this information in your decision whether Or not
to support the nation's students, schools, and communities in this very
important matter.
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Intermediate School District----------_ --_ .

11051 North Cut Road
Roscommon, Michigan 48653

EX PAnTE OR LATE FILED

Phone: (517) 275-5137
Fax: (517) 275-588'1

June 12, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Conunission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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The Intermediate School District that I represent covcrs 2,500 miles in rural Northg~\.'\.~; ~
Michigan. This land mass is larger than thc State of Delaware. We currently have 71 % of '~"~i \:'j
our students who arc eligible for free or reduced lunch. We have 11,000 students in this very I~·".::'-~l

large area. The universal services opportunity, that we spend a great deal of time with \ -~: ~

community organizations, local businesses and our six local scho~l syst~, has the pQjimtial r.·~ \J
to be a tremendous help to our rural schools. The purpose of flus letter is to request that~t \-' I "

least for the current yOaT, you do not stop or amend the current legislation. ~,,\l i ·',,1 I

We feel the continuation of e-rate, at its current level, is at the best interest of ou/~t;;;;~'s'}t~~
schools and libraries. We also feel that this program should be implemented on the timcli e\ L~J
that was established in Washington. This expanding of education access and opportunity fo I! I"~~ ..,.\
all students really levels the playing field for our have-nots in rural Northetn Michigan, ,>~~ i.
Pleasc consider this when you takc up, in the near future, any amendment to the e-rate. d (~ .~~~~~~.
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Jim Frguson
Aasiltant Prinoipal
Attlfetjo Director
8834735

CnIig Angalich
Assi_nt ~m:ipal
9tuclent Services
883-4,722

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998 6/11/98

. ,

ennis M~ Szal, Principal

ear Commi,ssioner Susan Ness:

lease consider supporting th~ E-ra~ initiative. My understanding is
t this legislation is currently in <lvesuon and that these funds may

ot be available. These funds proyid', the~opportunity to greatly
nhance student accessibility..to ~hi101ogyin our schools throughout
he nation. Therefore, please consider the seriousness' of the loss of
hese funds· to our students and their futures.

ours in Teaching and Learning,

( L..'J1. . , .

/'V~ . .~ ...~.~.,~_ . '., ... "!.. : .
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NORTH FRANKLIN ~&hOLDISTRICT
P.O. BOX 829 1100 W. CLARK ST.

CONNELL,WASHINGTON9~6

(509) 234-2021 .

te-q<e~'~,

EX PAHTE OR LATE FILED

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Comml.1Ilications Commission

Dear Commissioner Ness:

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998
fBlERAL COMMlJNIrATlONS COMMISSION

OfFICE Of THE SECRETARY

Two years ago Congress rewrote the law governing the telecommunications industry.
The 1996 Tolecommwlications Act substantially deregulated long distance companies
and other telecommunications sectors and gave telecOlnnUltlications cOlporations the
opportunity to pursue new lincs ofbusiness and profits.

An Amendment to the Act called for a universal service fund to be paid by the
corporations Lo support Internet access. wiring and discOWlts for schools and libraries as
well as funding acceijS for rural and other high cost areas. The maxin1um the entire
industry was asked to invest in schools and libraries was $2.25 billion per year -less than
three percent of 1996 revenue in the long distance industry alone. COtporation profits are
increasing as a result ofderegulation and removing other costs.

The long distance carriers have waged a campaign against the E~Rate, calling it a tax and
threatening to pass it on to CO\lsumersl phone bills. The tclecommwucations industry has
mounted a public relations campaign to convince consumers that price increases are Ihe
equivalent ofa tax, including a line item on phone bills often referred to as school tax.

Some members ofCongress are raising objections to the program while others are
standing firm. The Federal COllununications Commission will soon be voting on the
elimination of the E-Rate program or the cutting back of funds.

Our position is (1) that the FCC should not back down on the E-Rate. and (2) that fLln
funding oftIle $2.25 billion for schools and libraries should be maintained. The essential
reason5 for our position are as follows:

• Continuation of the E-Rate at the current level is essential to the educational interests
of students. schools and libraries. By expanding educational access and opportunity

No. Of Copies rec'dl_~ _
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for all students, particularly the "have nots" impacted by remote location andlor
limited resources, universal service is a powerful equalizer.

• Continuation ofthe E-rate at the current level is also in the economic interest of the
United State-s. These interests require technological investment in our schools.

• Eighty-six percent of our classrooms are not connected to the Internet. Some 291 of
296 Washington districts have completed plans and made applications for the E-Ratc.
The E-Rate program is esse11tial for the implementation ofeducational reform in
Washington.

• The program must not be suspended or reduced. Scaling back the program for below
the authorized level is not acceptable. Current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and
should remain at that level until such time as the need declines.

• At NOlth Franklin School District the success of a recent techl1ology grant and a
model remote vi.rtual classroom is injeopardy.

Sincerely,

Dana Herron
School Board Director
Legislative Representative

/?br-IS~
Roger Bailie
School Board Director
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June 11, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner NeISs,

,OGm FILf GOPYORIGIN.4l

FOUNDATION

EX PAfiTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

The Gates Library Foundation was founded in June 1997 by Bill and Melinda Gates to
provide expanded access to digital infonnation and the Internet to public libraries serving
the nation's neediest communities.

Over the put year the Foundation bas installed computer hardware and enabled Internet
connectivity in over 1,000 public library buildings. Our goal is to reach 10,000 U.S.
libraries by the Year 2000. Our guidelines give priority to libraries serving our poorest
citizens. Consequently these people will be denied access to the Internet if their libraries
cannot provide this access.

It has been our experience that over SOOA, of the libraries we have wolked with to date
have applied for and are expectina to have telecommunications discounts on their
monthly Internet access fees provided by the Universal Service Fund. We are very
concerned that these libraries, strugglina under tight operating budgets, will not be able to
provide Internet access without these discounts.

We respectfully request that you make every effort to continue this vitally important
program. Please call my office ifyou are interested in examples ofhow this affects
specific libraries servinalow-incomc communities.

Sincerely,----- - --- -_.'---'~

~~~
Patty Stonesifer
President and Chairman of the Board

co: Members ofthe Senate
Federal Communications Commission
House Commerce Committee

';A
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Phone: (425) 882~1200
Fax: (425) 556-0218
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www.glf.org
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June 9, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
19' 9 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

SELKIRK SD 141 OJ.

CONSOUDATm SCHOOl DISTRICT
BOX 129
METALINE FAllS. WA 99153
(508) 448.295 I

c,~q~~tf6
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECeIVED

JUN 15 1998
Dear Commissioner Ness: fB>ERAL COMMtJNlcATIONS COMMISSloH

OFFICE OF THE .8I!CRETARv
I am writing to urge you to protect the e-rate for stUdents, schools and IIbranes.. The Se!Idr1c
School Dlstrlct 15 representatIVe of a rural and remote communl1)' school district With limited
opportunit1es for Intemet access wtthout e-rate.

Con'tlnua'tlon of ttle e-rate at the current level Is In the best Interest Of the students, school and
libraries. By expandlng educa1Jonal access and opportlJnl1¥ for all stlIdents, particularly those Who do
not have access and are impcw:ted by remote loca11on and/or limited resources, un1Versal service Is a
powerful equalizer whidl wlll pay dMdends many nmes beyond the actual dollars colleeteO. It wlll
equalize edueat10naJ opportunlUes for all st1Jdents.

Another reason for contlnuation of the e-rate at the current 'eYel IS the economic Intl!rest of the
UnIted States. These interests requIre technological Investment In our schools. Currently, eighty-six
percent of our dassrooms are not connected to 1tIe Internet. If our federal o1'l1dals mean what
they say about American education being the best In the 'NOrld, we have to g1Ve our young people
the tool to be 1.tle best VVlthout e-rate, exorbltln't communication costs prohibit students the
necessary access to Internet and other electronic educanonaJ de\llces.

Nor should the e-ra.te program be suspended or reduced. Current budgetary needs are fixed at
$2.25 billion anO shoulO remain at that level until such nme as the need Clecllnes. Lcx:al schools
and I1brarles hwe invested Incalculable amoums of time and energy into ltIe EHate process. They
have worked wtth communl1y organIZations and local business to leverage resources, raise matChing
money and establish comprehensive technology plans.

\Nhen voting on e-rate issues, please consider our NcrtJon's young people and the POSI'IM! Impact
this universal access would have on theIr education.

Sincerely,

~
Kim L Carlson
Superintendent

KLC!kl

No. Of CopieS rec'd__~~__
UstABCDE
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

June 9, 1998 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998
f£DERAl COMMIJNIG4T1ONS t'OMAIBlN

OFFICE OF lHE S!CRElMV

Help Us Preserve E-Rate! I represent a regional education service
center which includes 27 school districts In western New York State.
Our districts are .rural and, in many cases, very small. Tele­
communications are a necessity, but are very expensive. The 1996
Telecommunications Act has provided the Incentive and encourage­
ment we have needed in order to help our students receive the same
opportunities as our urban and more affluent districts.

The majority of our classrooms are not connected to the Intemet.
We are usually listed in the "have not" column when It comes to
telecommunications. We urge you to protect and preserve e-rate as
it was originally conceived. Our districts, their personnel and the
Boards of Education have spent countless hours in planning for the
implementation of advanced (in some cases, basic) telecommuni­
cations and we are extremely disappointed to hear that the universal
service e-rate may be reduced or suspended.

Please act In the Interests of our nation's children and preserve
funding for universal service.

Sincerely yours,

{JfIfu~~~
Penny tester, Manager
Instructional Technology Support Services Division

Np. of Copies rec·d.__(J- _
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JOItph J. Muinew., Ph.D.
f)illrricr Superintendenr'OC~RIG~A!4L
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Nc:wiirkNY 1'4513-1863
('n i) 132.7284
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June 9. 1998

SuImNeD, Cwnmi'llinDl:t
FoMnl o.alobdOPS Commission

1919 M Sue«, N.W.
WMbiapo, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

I am WJ:iIb:w d:a.ia 1c:tb:r n:cp:sdDJ ,ow: im.mediMe mention a) the reoeDl uack OIl die u.oi'9mal.m:e e-r:ae. BOCES
reomdy submit1ld, on bebdof~ school distticD. the appropriMe Il'torrudon ilMllwd. in 0lU nil'" for a-fManoo
wirh. our a::bool dim:icb; fOr 0Nr $1.' miIlioo on DCR yar's irm:Rmcnt In~ '!'be pwpose of this
imatm.co:t is to be able to &anhet me edurarlnrud qualky and opportuDity awiIabJe to our studt:o.u in wha is a largdy
tural area. It seems that the oriIinal purpose tha cbeu.n~ serW:e was aeared for. to bendit studcna, schools and
libIuia, it: being 1c:lIt.

At the Q1IlCOt time. chc FCC is scaiag. voce in June on __ relmd to II.DiftnalIerVic.e fu.DdiDI. I would grady
CIl~ and. ECqUeIt that you 6Pt .1~ or dilution of me unlwaal aervkle thaI was orilinally puwcd thn:lugb
CAnp!sL In pmicuJar. 1would makE the foI1owin& points:

1) Condnuadon of the e-rare at the cummt Jc:vti is in dJc best imerett ofstUdems. scboo1s and UbNies. By rspandinl
cduadona1lCCC11 and opportUDhy for all mldm:us, particularly tbr; -hal": noaR impaacd by reMoce locadoa. and/or
limiadreoun:a. unna.l~ is a powetfW equalbet'.

2) CootiDu.wn of the c-llItC at the e:um::nt leve:I is in _ ccol1OQllc~ of the United St2blI. Thee intercIu
ccqu1Ie =aoI~iDYeIaDent in our schooJs. I!.ipty-Ux paant of our dastrooms are not COMeCCed to the
Inte:met. Ifour oIiciIJs IDeaft what~ say about Amllriom education being the bast in the world. we have
m rJ:re our JDUDC people the rooJs to be the best.

3) The pl'08IID1 should not be~ or reduad. Rwnom out ofD.C. this week sugeR" mat the FCC bat been
~ the poalbiIity of ICIling beck die propm. to fOUIbly 1650 miUioo. &r below me authori2d~ of
$2.25 bi11ioo.. 1hia DDOt xaptablc. Curtcut need. II Bud tr: $2.25 biJIion and should mnain at that lCYd lUldl
such ti.m& as the need dcdincs.

4) Loc:U schook and libraris bawl inftIted incalculable amounts oftime and energy iDeo me e-rar.e procas. (We b.aVt:
alreIdy speDt $4,000 in peaoaoel and consultant time pP:pIIring and~ our appIiauion throush the tim
two pbaIa,) Tbqr!me wotW wirh conununizy orpnizmoos and local businesses to Ie¥etase resou.rccs. raise
lDIICbins IDODCY and. oa:abUah~~ teelmoIosr plans. To pull_ plug on m.. efforts would amount to
a cmeI trick and a slap in the £we to cur nation's JUUDg people.

Your imm-te aumtion to this IDlIttUwuuld be gready ~'Oed. Ifyou ha'Ye any questions, please 6:d free to call
me _ (31S) 33~1200.

~rvinp' 0nl'llrio, Scnca. Wayne, And YlIl.I:S CUIlmi.:s NO.Ofcop~rec~ ~_· __
UstA Be 0 E

TOTRL P.01



P.O, lOX 361 • I4IGHWAY 23 N~1H • EASTMAN. GA 310~3 • (912) :t1A·~2"O • FAX: (912) 37.1524

141002

JUNe D. URADI"UD. Ed.S.• llxecuU... DIrtreaor . (f~

1une II, 1998 EX PAli~~ ~TtFILED

HEART OF GEORGIA RESA

)i J'KEf ~/Lf GOP~'
HEART Of' GEOROIA ; ORIGINAl ..

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGeNCY

06/11/98 THU 15:26 FAX 912 374 1524

The Honorable Susan Ness
Conunissioner, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20554

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

Dear Commissioner Ness:
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

OffICE Of THE Sl!CRETARV

Continuation ofthe e-rate at the current level is in the best interest of students, schools, and
libraries. There should be no delays or reductions. By expanding educational access and
opportunity for aU students, particularly the "have nou" impacted by remote location and/or
limited resources. universal service is a powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond
the actual dollars collected.

Continuation ofthe e·rate at the current level is in the economic interest of the United States,
These interests require technological investment in our schools. Eighty-six percent of our
classrooms are not connected to the Internet. If our federal officials mean what they say about
American education being the best in the world, we have to give our young people the tool to be
the best.

The program should not be suspended or reduced. Rumors out orD.C. suggest that the FCC has
been entertaining the possibility of scaling back the program to roughly $650 million, far below
the authorized level of $2.25 billion. This is not acceptable. Current need is fixed at $2.25 billion
and should remain at that level until such time as the need declines.

Local schools and libraries have invested incalculable amounts of time and energy into the e·rate
process. They have worked with community organizations and local businesses to leverage
resources, raise matching money, and establish comprehensive technology plans. To pull the plug
on these efforts would amount to a cruel trick and a slap in the face to our nation's young people.

Please help us.

JDB:sc

Sincerely,

~~e~afJ"d
JuneO. Bradfield ~

No. of Copies rec'd,_--­
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
June 11, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: save the E-Rate

pear Ms. Ness:

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

.The concept of "universal service" has beef! the single most important public
int~restobligation of the telecommunications Industry. Since tne Communications
Act of 1934, the basic contract betweeJl.~.I:ecomD1unicationscompanies and the
public has been their obligation to serve th~ "public interest, convenience, and '
necessity'" In exchange the Industry has ~.n. giyen, considerable license to and
control over nearly all aspects of our private arid public communications.

The recent ploy by some major telephone companies to transfer their obligation to
their customers must be resisted at all cost to preserve the priority rights of the
American public.

We urge you to maintain the·universal seryice program and specifically the
education rate for telecommunications serv.ices in our local schools and libraries
and to serve the public's interest above the private interests of the industry.

Sincerely,

Brian Burke, Director

No. of Copies rec'd _
UstABCDE

e-mail: btburke@cep.org • web .site: http;//www.cep.org
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SANDY HOOK, KENTUCKY 41171

PATRICIA HOWARD, Chairperson
EDrTH glCKERSON. Vlc:e-ChIIInnan
DOfoHE BARKER, Bo8rd tMmber
JOt! BAL.YEAS. BoIIId Member
DENISE BLACK, Board Member

June 12, 1998

PHONe 806-738-5~11

FAX 806·738-4646

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

The Honorable Susan Ncss
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Susan Ness:

Plea~ Con~ider support for continuation ofthe e-rate at the current level which J believe
is in the best interest of students. schools and libraries; especially those located in
economically depressed rural areas.

There should be no delays or reductions in this program which means so much to students.
particularly the "have nots" impacted by remote location and/or limited resources. r
believe universal services i~ a powerful equalizcr paying dividends many times beyond the
actual dollars collected.

Continuation of the e-rate at. the current level is also in the economic interest of the united
states. These interests require technological investment in our schools. Presently eighty­
six per cent ofrhe nations classrooms are not connected to the Tnternet.

This program should not be suspended or reduced and it should remain at the current need
of$2.25 billion until such time as the need declines.

Local schools and Iibrarie~ have invested incalculable amounts oftime and energy into the
e-rate process. They have worked with community organi7..ations and local businesses to
Icverage resources. raise money and establish comprehensive technology plans. 'r0 pull
the plug on these efforts would amount to a cruel trick and a slap in the face to our
nation' s young people.

No. of Copies reo'd
UstABCDE ----

"Better SChools Make Setter Communities" --------



~un-:2-ga Ol:54P

I urge you again to support continuation of this deserving program at the current level.

Sincerely.

C;;;1Mt ..;. 0:"~
Eugene S. Binion, Superintendent
Elliott County Schools

ESB/Kg

P.02
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JuneS, 1998

Comn'dIsiOiW....~
F.......~Commiuion
1919 M..., N.W.
WashJngtOn~ D.C. 20554 .

oe.Coniili88loner NeI8:

\.JI;KH Hi r(IU'p'}/, 110 Stevens Street
. IJ :OR~ Darn, Washinston 99116

.' . EX PARTE OR LArELFILED (J09) 633-2143
. SCAN 66:i.) 494

fAJ«509) 633-2530

~C 9(,-<f'~
RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

Pleasecarefulyconslderthell11*tof reIdncIng the E6 rate program tor school dIIIh1ct8 who 11'8 so ruraJ
and remote 8uch • we .. here at GrInd Coulee DIm. OUr tax baH II only 25% of the State of
WiI8hingtOn average. We most 8InceraIy wve your oonthJed support of the E-rate program:

1. COntirl.lation of the e-rate • the current level is in the be.t interest of students. schools and libraries.
There should be no delays or ....Ions. By expanding educatiOnal llCC8I8 and opportunity for II
students, particuIatIy the "have note- IfI1IIICled by remote location and/or Imlled resources. universal
sefYice 18 a powerful~ paytng dividends many tlmH beyond the actual dolars collected.

2. contntation of the e-rate at the current level is in the economic interest of the United States. These
interests require technolOgiCallnYe8tment In our schools. Eighty-six percent of our classrooms are no'
connectedto the Intemet. I ourfederal ofIfcIIIIs meanwhat theysayabout American education being the
best in the world. we have to gIYen our young people the tool to be the best.

3. Thepagnunshould not be suspendorredUced. Rumons out 01 D.C. suggest that the FCC has been
entertainingthe pouibIlltyoha.lll1g back the procpm to roughly $650 mIIon, ..be10w the authorized
leve&of$2.26 billion. ThIs. not accepIab(e. Current need is fiXed at $2.25 billion and should remain at
tt'I8t IeYel urd such time as the need deCRnes.

4. Local schools and 1b'aItn. have invested inaalculable amounts of time and energy into the e-rate
ptOCess. They have worked wIh cotm'lInity organizatiOns and IocIl bUsinesses to leverage resources,
..mIklhIngmoney and Mt8bIish comprehel1llve technology plans. To putt the plug on these efforts
would arnout't to acruel trick and a slip In the 'ace to our nation'S young people.

Our sklderds deserve an equitable eciJcatlon. Thank you for your consideration.

No. at Copies rec'd,_.-;:~~__
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June 9. 1998

The Honorable SUSaJrNess
CommissiOMr
Pcdenl CommunicaliOas CommiA.ccion
1919 M su-. N.W..
WashinllOll, DC 20554

t,e- Cf(p-C(itr

RECE'VED

JUN 15 1998

Dear Commissoner Ness:

This letter is 10 express my disapproval of the Cl.1tteD~ rhetoric being used by some members
of Congress to describe the '"E-Raten telccommUDicatioDs di5count program. The discounts
that this program would provide for schools and Ubrar1es would gteatly benefit not schools
or school districts, but the studentS who need direct access to the resources these services
provide. Making radical modifications to the discount program. 8J. this ". d.~would be
barmful to students in. the di$lrict. Schools and libraries wen: added to the Universal Service
Fund during the TelecommUD1cations Act of 1996. 'l'be At;t had broad congressional
suppon and the development ofFCC '"B-Rate" discount procedures bas been the subjecl of a
multimde of public input.

The San Diego Unified School 'District has followed the proceclures closely and because of
the porential to bring advanced telecommunications serviGes r.o the students in lhe district,
we have responsibly applied Cor discounts on a n1Dl1be1" of eligible services !rom strlctly
telecommunication services to cabling. Discounts provided to the district would allow
smdeDts to have direct access to the $UDe tools thal the business community uses all a daily
basis.

Withoul the (ull and immediate fandin, of "E-Ratc" discounts, the investment in teChnology
necessary to prepare our StUdents for the tomre may not be possible. 1 respec;tfuny urge you
to express your support for the full funding of the uE-Rate" program to your colleapes and
the FCC commissioners to help ensure that this imponant opportunity is not wasted.

1jq£.
Ron ou.inger ~
President
Board ofEduc:ation

c: The Honorable John McCain, (R-AZ)
The Honorable Ernest P_ HoDings. <D-SC)
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