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INTERMEDIATE UNIT I
Fey",.llrlt/l.Wuhlngton

SAMUEL J. CRAIGHEAD
Exlllullvti Dlr~or

Commissioner Suaan Neae
'Federal Communication. Commission
Facsimile Number: 202-418-2821

Dear Commissioner Ness,

EX PAfiTE OR LATE FILED

June 10, 1998

I would like to encourage you to vote for the fun funding of the e-rate. Throughout the
lalt year, my work at I.U. I plaoed a very high priority with getting our school districts
discounted through the .-rate.

Intennedlate Unit I serves the school districts of Fayette, Greene and Washington
counties in Southwestern PAt Our students come from small, rural, and predominantl
poor school districts. Without the help 01 the universal dlacount., it may be years
before our students have access to the more advanoed Infonnation and
oommunlcatlon technologies.

We believe that continuation of the e-rate at the current level Is In the best Interest of
students, schools and libraries. There should be no delays or reductions. By
expanding educational access and opportunity for all stUdents, particularly the IIhave
nots" Impacted by remote location and/or limited 'resources, universal service is a
powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond the actual dollars collected.

Continuation of the e-rate at the current level Is In the economic intereet of the United
States. These interests require tecl:mologlcallnvestment In our schools. Eighty-six
percent of our olassrooms are not connected to the Internet. If our federal officials
mean what they say about American education being the best in the world, we have t
give our young people the tools to be the best.

The program should not be suspended or reduced. We have heard that the FCC has
been entertaining the possibility of scaling back the program to roughly $850 million,
far below the authorized level 01 $2.25 billion. The higher level should remain until
such time as the need declines. ~
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Local schools and libraries have Invelted Incalculable amount. of time and energy ,
Into the e-rate procees. They have worked with community organizations and local I

bu.in....s to leverage ....OU1'C88, ratae matching money and establish :
comprehenalve technology plana. To pull the plug on these efforta would amount to .!
cruel trick and a slap In the faoe to our nation's young people.

We urge your support for the ourrent e.rate structure and allooatlon. It is in the best
lnterest of America's children.

Sincerely yours,

amuel J. Craighead
Executive Director

SJC/kv
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TEKOA. SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 265+ Pre-K through 12th Grade

DIRECTOltS
Calvin Chase
President

Jill Faunce
Directo,.

John Giudice
Dtrector

Gary Heaton
Director

Susan Seelye
Vice President

June 9.1998

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications
1919 M. Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:
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JUN 15 1998

fI!DEfW. COIMNcATIOHS COMMISSION
OFFICE Of1lIf SI!CRETARY

ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Mary S. Hall
Superintend".,
Elementary Principal

Wayne Roellich
High School Principal
Athletic Director

Joy Puckett
BusinesJ' Manager

I am writing this letter of support for the continuation ofthe universal e-rate.
1am the school superintendent of the Tekoa School District which is located in a remote farmmg
c<>mmunity in Washington state. Remoteness and distance to services are barriers to accessing
those semces.

Rural communities in our area have experienced a significant decrease in our rural
families do to welfare reform, When our families leave for the cities~ our schools experience a
drop in student enrollment. This lack of enrullment has an adverse impact on <)ur budget. Fewer
dollars has created a financial barrier to scxviccs. Our community was counting on the e-rate to .
help us overcome some of these barriers.

Several points need to be made in defense of the universal e-rate:
1. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level is in the best inlCrest of students,

schools, and libraries. especially those of us in rural communities. By expanding tXlucational
access and opport'urJity for all student.,>, par.ticularly the 'have nots" impacted by remote location
and/or limited resources. universal service is a powerful equalizer paying dividends many times
beyond the actual dollars collected.

2. Continuation oftbe c-rate at the cUITent level is in the economic interest of the United
States. These interests require technological. investmenl'4 in our schools. Eighty-six percent of
oW' classrooms arc not connected to the Internet. Ifour t'cder.u officials mean what they say
about American education being the best in the world, we have to g;ve our young people the tool
to be the be!';l.

3. The program should not be suspended or reQuced. Rumors out ofD.G 1hi8 week
suggest that the FCC has been cntertainina the possibility ofscaling back the program to roughly
$650 million. far below the authorized level QfS2.25 billion. This is not acceptable. Current
need is fixed at 52.25 billion and should remain at that level until such time as need declines.

Thank your for your consideration to this issue.

Sincerely,

MaryS.
Superintendent
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P.O. 80)( 218
Bergland, Michigan 49910

BOARD OF EDUCATION
JamMS.Fyfe
OfnnIB J. Morin

John D. V"".no
8nJee M. KerlcOve

June 10, 1998

Phone: (fXJ6) 575-3438
Fax: (9OtS) 576-3373

BOARD OF EDUCATION
J.",.S R. Mlfdfwn

Edwin E. M.tf1f1SQf1

ThomN P. HendffCkeon
Graydon e. SI.nk. Supt.

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
RECEIVED

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission JUN 15 1998
1919 M Street, N.W. fEDERAl. COMMlIIICATIONS COIoMI8ION
Washington, D.C. 20554 OFfllCEOfTliEst!CflEWlY

Oear Commissioner Ness:

, am \M'iting to express my support for the continuation of the Universal Service Fund and e rate
at the current level of funding. The Universal Service Fund will allow our small rural school districts
of the Western Upper Peninsula of Michigan to offer the SlIme technological advantages of the rich
suburban districts In lower Michigan and the rest of the country.

We are presently experiencing approximately 10% unemployment in our region, unlike the very low
unemployment figures in the rest of the state, region, and natton. Consequently, the constituents of
our school districts are unable to afford building issues and bond Issues to meet our student's tech
nological needs. Our schools have from 50% to 80% low income students. We need your help in
this manner.

If we wish all of our areas of the USA to be able to offer a truly competitive and outstanding eduoa~

tion as a goal for the year 2000, we In Rural America need the advantages which the Universal
Service Fund will provide,

The e rate should be funded at the present level of funding i.e. $2.25 billion and stay at a level until
the school's needs are met.

School districts in all over the country have put a great deal of time and effort into this program.
Hope has been raised for many rural administrators, teachers, and especially students.

Do not take that hope away, by boWing to large interest groups that do not have the best interest of
students and the country at heart as do you.

Sincerely,

~e~
GraydOn E. Blank, Superintendent
Gogeblc-Ontonagon Intermediate School District
Bergland, Michigan 49910
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June 9, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Srreet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

JUN 15 1998
~ roMMIJICATIONS C(iItIISSlON

QfRCE OF THE S!CI\ETARV

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As Chief Information Officer for the School District of Philadelphia, I am writing to help you understand the
detrimental impact that delays or further cuts in the E-rate program would have on the students in my district.

Because of the substantial level of poverty in the district, the School District of Philadelphia qualified for an 86 percent
discount under the Federal Communications Commission's E-rate regulations. We regarded this as a unique opportunity
to improve the telecommunications infrastructure of the district's schools and to provide our largely minority student
population with learning opportunities equivalent to their suburban neighbors. We undertook careful planning to wire
the district gradually over several years, to make sure that we had all the necessary resources in place.

When our planning was complete, the district submitted applications for approximately $16 million in E-rare support
for calendar 1998, most of it to build networks in our schools that will enable the delivery of advanced
telecommunications services in support of instruction and enhanced student skills for 21" century jobs. We spent a great
deal of time and effort preparing our applications, and took particular note of the Schools and Libraries Corporation's
list of eligible and ineligible services. Our request is strictly for telecommunications services, Internet access and the
eligible portion of internal connections, not the carpeting or construction work that uninformed critics have alleged
school districts are seeking.

Those same critics indicate that 70 to 80 percent of American schools are "wired". That is true only if "wired" means
that the school principal can dial into the Internet. However, if the commission supports the goal of networking the
classrooms where learning teally takes place, the "have-not" schools of America must have the help of the E-rate to get
the job done. W'ith the E-rate, we will be able to build networks to serve all of the classrooms in one-third of our schools
this year. Without it, we will have money only to wire one classroom and certain administrative offices in those schools.

We know that many schools in America have delayed their technological development for a year to wait for the E-rate
opportunity and thus make the best use of local taxpayers' money. Please don't set us back another year by further delays
or cutbacks in the program, especially now, when we are about to start our summer network implementation schedule.

The FCC and the SLC have gone to great lengths to put in place a program with cateful reviews and auditors already
10 ing over the staffs shoulders. In Philadelphia, the E-rate can make a substantial contribution to creating more

itable and higher quality learning opportunities for our impoverished children. Please give us the chance to show
at we c the telecommunications and learning technologies in our schools.

~No, Of Copies rec'd _
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA

BOA.ltD OF EDUCATION
:.IlSTST1UtETS,O"TIlEP~AY EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

PlllLADII:LPHIA.,. PBNNSYLVANIA 1,.....IOM

CommiUioner Su.." NeIa
Federal Communiclltlone Cammi••ion
1819 MSt,.., N.W.
W.hington, D.C. 20564

D..r Commi..ioner:

June 9, 1898

~(lIU) ..-s
FAX(U ,

RECEIVED

JUN 151998

on behalf of the SChool Dlatrict Of Philtldelphi8 and ita 213,000 atudentl. I am writing to
urge your _ilt8nce in I11IIlraening the e-nIte at Ita current lIUthorized level.

Our school system hal invested. gre8t deal of time and ..-.rgy in the ....te
application proceaa. We have worked with community organtzations and local
busine.. leaders to leverage the l'MOurcea that wtll make It possible for our students to
gain acce•• to the ..",. technology and edUClttiona' opportl.l\lties that their
counterparts in wealthier school dlatr1ets now enjoy. ",. rMOUl"C8ll provided by the e
rate will enable UI to connect our duarooma to an extent th8t will be Impol8ible if the
rate is scaled back .a dramatically as hu been proposed In some quarters.

I appreciate your consideration. Pi.... feel tree to contIIct me if I can provide you with
further information on our SChool Districfa dependence on the e-nlte.

DWHJwe

~No. oi Copies rec'd, _
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PORTSMOUTH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
29 MIDDLE ROAD
PORTSMOUTH. RHODE ISLAND 02811 [401)883-1039

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

MARIO A. MANCIERI
SupeTintend8nt of Schools

June 10, 1998

The Honorable Susan Ne5S

VIA FACSIJ\1ILE
202-418-2821

Dear Honorable Ness:

ALBERT E. HONNEN. JFt
Ae.ietent Qupcril'ltendent or eUllUUlli

E.CEIVED

JUN 15 1998
.~ CQMMlIICATlONS COII

OffICE Of THe Sl!CRE'IMt

We as Americans have entered the Information Age, we must assure: that the
opportunities inhcn:n:t in having access to the internet are extended to all Americans. Our
students must be proficient in internet research and information gathering and evaluation
of data if they are to be productive in our information age.

Some have sugaested that the Federal Communications Commission should terminate the
e-rate or take steps that would 3Cliously jeop.nlize its viabUity. We strongly disagree.
Proceeding with the e-rate will widen the circle ofopportunity. Communities all over our
nation have been diligently working to develop technolop;y plans and pulling T~urces
together so that our educational system can move into the 21 st Century. The education of
our youth dictates the tomorrow ofour society. Please do not shortchange our
educational system.

To claim that America cannot afford to make this investment is absurd. The costs ofthe
c-ratc have been more than offSet by other actions that the FCC bas taken to reduce long
distance phone rates.

Schools and libraries allover America have worked hard to prepare for the opportunity
that the e-rate can create. We have invested hundreds ofhours in attending meetings on
e-rate and filling out applice.tions for fWiding. We have spent hundreds ofman hours in
planning our curriculum with the vision and promise ofinternet access in all ofour

No. oi Copies rec'd r
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The Honorable Susan Ness

classrooms. To tum our back on the hopes and dreams of children and communities all
over America would be unconscionable. We urge you and the FCC Commissioners to
strongly support the e-rate.

·~Ut;C~~·
Mario A. Mancieri
Superintendent ofSchools

-~o~~
I~ Superintendent of Schools

~eR~JOYcec~
Microcomputer Supervisor

cc: The Honorable William E. Kennard
The Honorable Harold W. Furchtgott-Roth
The Honotable Michael K. Powell
The Honorable Gloria Tristani
The Honorable John Chaffee

TOTAL P.02
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June 8, 1998

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

REceiveD
JUN 151998

We are very distressed to learn that the FCC may be considering a proposal to halt further
distribution of universal service funds for schools and lihraries.

Our previous pleadings to the FCC have emphasized that universal service is a critically
important national and nation-building policy. Section 254 of the'Communications Act of
1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, was enacted to increase the
availability and atlordability ofte1ecommunicatiolls services to all Americans. including
those in rural and high cost areas, and to America's schools, libraries arid rural health care
providers.

Federal universal service support is especially critical for low-popUlation. low-density
states such as Alaska. In remote and high cost areas. telecommunications are the lifeline
connecting communities to larger popUlation centers and to the Nation as a whole.

Universal service support for schools and libraries is also t:ssential if Alaska and other
remote and high cost areas are to join the re:;t ofthe Nation in the Infonnation Age. Given
the remoteness, harsh telTain, difficult climate, and widely-dispersed population in
Alaska, Alaskans must rely to a greater extent than most Americans on
telecommunications both to educate their children and to continue to develop their own
job-related skills. Schools and libraries. particularly in rural areas, must have affordable
access to the Internet so that Alaskans can have the same access to infonnation to
intbrmation sources as other Americans.

The United States has a shortage of Infonnation Technology workers. A recent
Department of Commerce report estimated that we will need nearly 2 million highly
skilled technology workers over the ne.x1 several years. In fact, Congress is extending
visac; for aliens because (.lfthe employee shortage:; in this field. In order to grow

No. of Copies rec'd ~
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competitively and meet the nteds of this industry, we must do everything pOssible to
equip our schools and' enable Qur':students to prepare for the world ofwork. It is essential
that we meet this challenge and prOvide our, children With the tQols'to cOmpete' in the
gJoba! marketplace.

For the' reasons discUssed above, we strongly urge the Commission not halt distribution of
, ftarids for schoolsand librmes. Instead, we urge the Commi.ssion to'strikea balance

between the rieeds 'ofrUr8J.,indhigh cost areas and the compellmg concerns of schools.
lihraries, and roral, health care providers. We believe,that such a:balance can 'be '
accomplished and would clearly be in the public interest. ' ,

For your information, it is our ,underStanding that the National Oovernors':Assooiation
(NGA) will be writing you to express similar concems~Alaskahas,been very' 'active in the
NGA:'s, deliberations on this sUbj~~' , ,

Thank. you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

~
,:"""

, ". . .'

", FranUimer
Lieutenant Governor '

ce: Senator Ted Stevens '
Senator Frank Murkowski
CongrcssIIlari Drin Young
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

SELlnRK SD

c~c- Cj~~Q

SELKIRK
CONSOLIlAlB) SCHOOl DIS11ICT
BOX 1:29
METALINE FALLS, WA99153
(509) 448.295 1

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 151998

FEilBIAL COMMUNICATIONS COI'"11l1ON
IJFFlCE OF THE SI!CRETNl't

I am wrttlng to urge you to protect the~ for students, schools and libraries. The Selldr1c
School District Is representa1Ne of a rural and remote communitY school district wtth limited
opportunities for Intemet access W1ttlout e-rate.

Contlnuatlon of the e-rate at the current level 1s in the best interest of ttle students, school and
libraries. By expanding educational access and opportunity for all students, parncularly 1hose who do
not have access and are impacted by remote locaaon and/or limited resources, un1Ve~ service is a
powerful equalizer which will pay dMdends many nmes beyOnd the actual dollars collected. It will
equalize educanonal opportunmes for all students.

Another reason for continuation of the e-rate at the current level IS the economIc Interest of the
United Stites. These interests require technological Investment In our schools. Curren'dy, eighty-six
percent of our dassrooms are not connected to 1he Internet If our federal o1'ndals mean what
1tIey say about Amef1can educatlon being ttle best In the 'Narld. we have to gIVe our young people
the tool to be ttle best Wlttlout e-rate, exorbltlnt communlca.tlon costs prohibit students 1tIe
necessary access to Internet and other electronic edueatfonal de\'ices.

Nor should the e-nrte program be suspended or reduced. Current bUdgetary needs are flxed at
$115 billion and should remain at that level until such tlme as the need declines. Local schools
and libraries ha-'e Irrvested incalculable amounts of time and energy into the e-rate process. They
have worked with communl1>' organlzauons and local business to leverage resources, raise matching
money and establish comprehensive technOlogy plans.

When votlng on e-rate issues, please consIder our Nation's young people and the poSItIVE! Impact
this universal access would haYe on 'their educatlon.

Sincerely,

~
Kim L Carlson
Superintendent

KLC/k1
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA

BO..utD OP BDUCATION
2lST.T1UtIETS.O....... PAaKWAY EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

PIIILAb~PHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 1'1030-1M9

........1IONa (lIU)'--"";'

r"x<a~.. '.7
RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998

Cammi Suun Neu
F ' CommuniCldions Cammi.ion
1919 M StrMt, N.W.
WMhington, D.C. 20!54

0..- CommtNioner:

on behalf of the SChool Dietrict of Philadelphia and ita 213,000 studentl, I am writing to
urge your ...iNnee in INllmalning the e-rwt. at ita current authorized 'evet

Our school aystem hallnvestlld • greet deal of time and energy in the e-rate
appliration proceu. W. have worked with eommunity organiZatlona and local
busi"... 1.der8 to leverage the reaourcee that will melee It poaalble for our atudentl to
gain 8CCMS to the ..". technology .m educatIOnal opportunities that thair
counterparts in wealth.... school diatrtetl now enjoy. The rHOUrctIII provided by the ..
rete wUl enable u. to connect our clMItOOIM to an extent that will be impoaible if the
rat. i. seated back as dramatically •• has been proposed in some quarters.

I appreciate your conskieratlon. PI_ feel tree to contact me if , can proVide you with
further information on our School District's dependence an the .-rate.

DWHIWe

No. oj Copies rec'd.__(A__
UstABC DE
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141001/001
Wi.NDALL L. KUYKENDALL.

County Superintellder1t of Schoc>'s

The Honorable William E. Ketm.Ilrd, Chairma1'1
Federal Conununications CoD'Ul'\ission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Subject:

MARK LIED. Dir«tor
Business alllJ Educallonal Sc:rvil:es

RECE~VED TEL: 707/421-6541
FAX: 707/426-J62I
E-mail;markl@sol11.nococ.kl2.eB.us

JUN 1.5 1998 C
FEDEJW. cow.wC4~ COMMISSION C-9~-~

OFACEOFntEseaE1MY EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

[ all'\. writing in support of preserving E-J'ate. My issues are the following:

1. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level is in the best interest of students, schools and
libraries. There should be no delays or reductions. By e,cpanding educational access and
opportunity for all students, particulatly the nhave nots" imp4cted by remote location and/ or
limited resources, universal service is a powerful equalizer paying dividends many times
beyond the actual dollars collected. .

2 Continnation of the e-rate at the e:tU'I'8Ilt level is in the economic interest of the United States.
These interests requin! technological in~t .. our schools. Eighty-six percent of our
classrooms are not connec:ted to the Intemet. If GW' ledera1 officials 1Jl8IlI\ what they say
a.bout American education being the best in "the wodd, we have to give our young people the
tool to be the best.

3. The progrmn should. not be suspended or reduced. R\UXlOJ'S out of DC suggest that the FCC
has been entertaining the possibility of sca1:ing back the progrun to roughly $650 million, far
below the authorized. level of $2.25 bilHon. This is not acceptable. Current need is fixed at
52.25 billion and should remain at that level until such time as the need. declines.

4. Locll1 schools and libraries haw invested in~aJculabieamounts of time and energy into the e
rate process. They Mve worked with COJJlII\unity organizations and loc:s.l businesses to
leverage resOUl'QS.. raise JXUltch:ing money and estaW1sh comprehensive technology plans. To
pull the plug on these efforts "Would ilD\OlU\t to a. cruel trick and a slap in the face to our
nation's young people.

Thank you for your support.

~,

~~
Mark Lieb
Director, Business & :EducationalServices

AN EQUAL. OPPO"TUNITY EMPLoVeR ("')

SOLANO COUNTY OFFIC!. OF EDUC~~d'tCopies rec'd__<:7" _
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June lOt 1998

The Honorabla William E. KeDuard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street) NW
Wuhington, DC 20554

To the Honorable William. B. Kennard:

CapCtol Reg1Dn Edua2t1on Counctl
---......--------------- Dtvtston ofTechnology Services

111 0...... 0Ik Avenue
Hartford, CInMIIIOut 01101

RECEIVED
(.) .F. (110)"·1 .

Internet gclUpreyOCIIC.Ofg
JUN 15 1998 We lite: http:/hvww.creo.oro'

F£DEIW.. COMMtNcATIONS COMMISSIOH
OFFICE OF 'THE secRETARY

I am writlna in regards to tb= universal e-rate service and issuing my conc::cm for the defenae of tN,
service. I am aware that dobate is currently Ul'lderway portaJnina to tho preservation olthe e-rate service,
and I would therefore urI' you to protect an.d. pretlerve the e-rate. The fbllowfnl ia a summary ofthe
ben.et1ts produced by the univorsal service:

1. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level ia in the best interest ofatudentl, schools, and libraries.
Thctc should be no delays or reductions. By expandina educational accea and opportunity for all
studeDh, particularly the "have nota" impIcted by remote location and/or limited resourcelt universal
service is apowerful equalizer payins dividends many times beyond the actual dollan collected.

2. Continuation ofthe e-rate at the C'IJmnt level i. in the economic iDtetut of the United States. Thele
interests require tochnoloJi,ca1 investment in our school.. Bighty-lix percent of our ClUCOOIDi are not
cormccWd to the lntmlet. Ifour fedonl omcws mean whl.t they say about American educationbeing
the best in the world, we have to give ow: young people the tools to be the best.

3. The program should not be IUspended or reduced. Rumora out ofD.C. 8Uggeet that the FCC hu been
ente11Binina the po...ibility ofalma back the program to roughly $650 m,illion, far below the
wtborized level of 52.25 billion. TbiI is not BCceptable. The current need is flxec1at $2..25 billion and
should remain at that level until such a time as the need declines.

4. Localachools and libraries have in",ated incalculable amounts oftime and enetIY into the e-rate
procell. They have worked with community orpnizations and local busineues to leveraae resources,
raise matching money, and establish COln'pl'Chenaive teChnology plans. To pull the pluS on these efforts
would amount to a. crnel trick and a slap in the face to our nation's young people.

I hope that your decision is one ofsupport for this issue. It is mtical to the future of our nation and to
future generations that we and our children are properly educated for the compotitive world.

Sincerely,

GDIb

No. of Copies rec'd
U~ABCOE -------
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FEDERAl. cow.utCATIONS COMMISSION
OFfICE OF THE SECRETARY

June 10, 1998

The Hooorablc WWiIm E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW
Waahinaton, DC 20554

To the Honorable William E. Kennard:

Capitol Region Education Council
-..;:-------------------- ChtejFtnancialO1ftcer

, " Charter Oak Avenue
Hartford, ConnecticUt 08106

(110) 524-4086
Fax (810) 247·'949

Internet: glynodiOcrec:,org
Web site: http://www.crec.org!

I un writina in reprds to the univenal a-rate Hl'Vige and -uina my concern for thO deftue ofthis
service. I am aware that c1ebatc is currently UDd.erway pertaining to the preservation of tile e-M senice,
and I would therefore urge you to protect md preterve the Carate. The followina is a summ.al'Y ofthe
benefits produced by the universal seMce:

1. Continuation of1he .-rate at the cunent level is in the best intorolt ofstudents, schools, ad libraries.
There Ihould be no delays or reductiOlli. By expanding oductUonallOOCll atLcl opportunity for all
students. particularly the "have nots" impacted by remote location andlor limited r=sources, universal
service is a powerful equalizer paying dividends many timet beyond the actual dol1m conected.

2. Continuation of the: Carate at the ourrent level is in the ooonomic intcralt of the United States. Theae
interests require technological investment in our schools. Eighty-,ix perccmt ofour clUlroDmi are not
con:neeted to the Internet. Ifour foderal ofBcials mean what they say about American education being
the be.t in the world, we have to iJ,ve our youlJi people the tools to be the best.

3. The program Ihould not be suspended or reduced. RumO!'l!l out ofD.C. suggest that the FCC bas been
entertaininl the ponibllity of scaling back the prosnm to roughly 5650 million, far bc10w the
authorized level of$2.25 billion. Thi' is not acceptable. The current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and
should remain at that level until such a tUne 15 the MOd declinea.

4. LOQI.lschoola and libl'lries have invOited incalculable amounts oftimc and ene1'iY into the e-rate
proCell. They have wotked with community orpnizations and local businesses to leverap reaoUl'CCl,
raise matchina money, md establish comprehonsive technology plans, To pull the plug on theso efforts
would amount to a erne! trick and a slap in the face to our nationls ycmnl people.

I hope that your decision ia one of support for this issue. It is critical to the tuture of our nation and to
future generations that we and our children IfC properly educated for the competitive world.

Sincerely,

OS/ks

No. 'of Copies rec'd,__~ _
UstABCDE
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June 10, 1998

The HOD01'able William B. Kennard
Chairman
Pedera1 Communications Comm1&sion
1919 M Street, NW
Wuhington, DC 20554

To the Honorable WWiam E. Kennard:

CapUDl Region Education CouncU Dt.visfDn ofStqfJ
--.-;~-....;;;...-------------------- Development Servtces

111 Charter 04Ik Avenue
Hartford. Connecticut 01101

(110)52:....013
Fu: <.) 246-'304

Internet: mpotIlh.orec.org
Website: http:/www.crec.orgl

I am writing in reprds to the univeraal e-Rte service md iIIu1na my concem for the defODSl of this
service. I &111. aware that debate is cumntly underway portainina to the preservation ofthe e-rate service,
and I would therefore urae you to protect and preserve the e-rate. 'The folIoq is I summary of the
benefits produced by the univerul service:

1. Continuation ofthe e-rate at the current level is in the best intorett of students, schools, and libreries.
There should be no dolays or reductions. By expanding educational access and opportunity for all
students, particularly the "have notll" impacted by remote location and/or limited resources, univmal
service is II. powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond the actual dollm collected.

2. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level is in the economic interest of the United Statea. Those
interests teq1.l.irc technological invelitlne11t in our sohools. Eighty-six percent of our elu.rooms are not
connected to the Internet. IfOur federal officials mean what they say about American education being
the best in the world. we have to give our young people the tools to be the best.

3. The prosram should not be suspended or reduced. Rumors out ofD.C. suaaest that the FCC has been
entertaining the possibility of scalina back the Pl"OIf&D1 to rouahly $650 million, far below the
authorized level ofS2.2S billion. This is not acceptablo. The current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and
should remain at that level until such a time as the need declines.

4. Local schools and libraries have invested incalculable amounts oftime and energy into the e-raw
process. They have worlced with community orpnizations and local businesses to leverage relOurces,
raise matching money, and establish comprehensive tecbnolosy pll11l. To pull the plug on theae efforts
would amount to a cruel trick and a slap in the fiee to our nation'. YOUIlI people.

I hope that your deciaion is one of support for this issue. It is critical to the future ofour nation and to
future generations that we and our children are properly educated for the competitive world.

Sincerely,

~J~~
MucPotish
Director of StaffDevelopment Serviccs

MPIks

No. of Copies rec'd
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June 9, 1998

The Honorable William E. Kennard
ChUman
Feder'8I Communicada1a Commiuion
1919M Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20554

Dear Honorable Kennard.

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

REceiVED
JUN 15 1998

As the Superintendent of a small (200 students, K-12) rural school district. I am extremeiy concerned
about the recent action in Congreea oonceming the FCC E-nHeI for schools and libraries. Continuation
of the &orate at the current leve/ls in the best im.eet d students. schools and libraries. There should
be no delays or reductions. By expanding educational access and opportunity for all students,
particularly the ~have nots" Impacted by remote location and/or limited resouroes. universal service is a
powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond the actual dollars coHected.

My district has already entered into a contract wtth a nnn to provide fiber optic cable to the district so
that our students can have aooess to the Internet and to a two-county wide distance 1eM1lng network.
We have placed our faith in the Congress in enacting the program and have invested incalculable
amounts of time and energy Into the &orate process. The Watersmeet Township School District wil be
unable to fulfill Its obligation In obtaining this service without the e-rate. We have wor1<.ed with
community organizations and local bu8lne88es to leverage resources, raise matching money and
establish a comprehensive technology plan. To pull the plug on these efforts would amount to a cruel
trick and a slap in the face to our nation's young people.

The program shoUld not be suspended or reduced. Rumors out of D.C. suggest that the FCC has
been entertaining the poe8ibHIty of scaling back the program to roughly $650 million, far below the
authorized level of $2.25 billion. This is not acceptable. Current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and
should remain at that level until such time 8$ the need declinEl6.

SI~,

Debra L. Zelinski
Superintendent

CC: Commissioner Susan Ness
Harold Furchtgott-Roth

Michael Powell
GIcria Trlstanl

No. of Copies rec'd._0_· _
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Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

RECE.\VEO
JUM 1S1998

co,_uNle,.tOG~
!'f.l,)EIW.~ C* TH£. S2.C\Ef~ I

•
We write today, as representatives ofthe technology industry and organizations concerned.h
the future of schools and telecommunications to urge you to support the implementation of the
E-Rate program. If the E-Rate program is halted, or severely crippled through cuts in funding, it
is this country's children who will suffer.

Schools and libraries across the country have spent the last year preparing for rollout of the E
Rate. They have worked hard to develop multi-year technology plans, taken the time to
thoroughly fill out detailed application forms, and worked closely with vendors to develop
appropriate purchasing strategies to bring technology into their communities. Halting the
program will put schools and libraries even further behind in their efforts to deploy technology.

This program is a critical first step toward the implementation and integration of technology into
all of America's classrooms and libraries. But without this critical first step, there is no
guarantee that as a country we will be able to get where we need to be. The E-Rate is a positive
first step toward training the workforce for the next millenium. Without a properly trained
workforce, U.S. companies may ultimately be forced to go elsewhere to find the skilled labor
they need to make their products and service customers.

There are currently 30,000 applicants waiting for notification for funding year 1998 who
represent well over 100,000 schools and libraries across the country. We cannot afford to put
our nation's children on technological hold. We urge you to develop a strategy that ensures that
the program is not halted and that all valid applications receive full funding.

Thank you for your support.

Milton Chen, Ph.D.
Executive Director
The George Lucas Educational Foundation

Tom D. Crook
CEO
American School Directory

No. of Copies rec'd,_~ _
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Ernest Fleishman
Senior Vice President
Scholastic, Inc.

Elliot F. Gerson
CEO
ETC, Inc.

Jay Bryant
Information Architect
KOZ

Thomas W. Greaves
President and CEO
NetSchools Corporation

...J1"..,~ f"l1si~ '''/" "',"-I!~
Nancy Heiner
General Counsel
Apple Computer, Inc.

David Katz
Director, Global Education Markets
3Com Corporation

John T. Kernan
Chairman and CEO
The Lightspan Partnership, Inc.

Marvin I. Weinberger
Chairman and CEO
Infonautics, Corp.
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1une 10, 1998

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal CommunicatiODa Commiuion
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 205:54

To thB Honorable William E. IC.emwd:

Capttol Region EclucatWn Council
------------------ Diutsfon ojTechnology Servtces

111 ca.rw OM AYINIt
Hartford, CoMIaIIout 01108

(.....
FIX (110) 247-1141

InterMt: gdupreye-.org
We alte: hltp:/Iwww.crec.orgI

I am writing in reprds to the universal c-rate service and issuing my COncern for the defcmse of this
service. I am I.ware that debate is currently underway pertainina to the preservation of the e-rate sCl'Vi.ce,
and I would th.ercfOfe urp you to protect and ptetorve the IN'ate. The following is a summary ofthe
benefits produced by the universal service:

1. Continuation of the e-rate at the cummt level is in the bolt interest ofstudents, schools, and libraries.
There should be no delaY' or reductiou. By ex.pandina educational acCe&8 and opportunity for aU
studenta, particularly the "have nots" impacted by remote location and/or limited f8lOUlCcs, universal
service is I. powerful equalizer payina dividends many thne. beyond tho actual dollars collected.

2. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level is in the economic interest of the United Statel. These
intlmlsts require technoJ.oaical investment in our schools. Eighty-six percent of our clultOoma are not
connected to the Internet. Ifour federal officials melD what they lay about American education beini
the best in the world, we have to sive our YOUDi people the tools to be the best.

3. The program should not be sUipended or reduced. Rumors out ofD.C. sUllest that the FCC has been
entertaining the possibility of scaling back the program to roughly $650 million_ far below the
I.uthorized level of52.25 billion. This is not acceptable. The cunent need is fixed at 52.25 billion and
should remain at that level untilluch I time as the need declines.

4. Local8Chools and libnriea have invelted incalculable amounts of time and eneliY into the e-rate
process. They have worked with. community organizations and local busineues to leveraae resources,
raise matching money, and establish comprehensive technoloiY plans. To pull the plUI on theac efforts
would amount to a cruel trick and a slap in the face to our nation's youna people.

I hope that your decision is one of support for this issue. It is critical to the future ofour nation and to
future aenerations that we and our children are properly edueated for the competitive world.

Sincerely,

J rJ2..AJ"_
(j({~J..j)1d.1A{2)

LaW'll Baldino
EducationfTechnology Specialist

LBlks

No. oi Coptes rec'd_d:::;::'--
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Capitol Region Education CouncU.
June 10, 1998

The Honorable Willill11,1 E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

To the Honorable William E. Kennard:

'.-,------- Division ojTechnDlogy Services
'11 Chatter o.k Awnue

Hartford, Cionnllllllaut 011QI
(.......

RECEIVED
FIX (110) 241·'.

Intemet: gdupMyOCnIO.org
Web alte: http://www.crec.Of1t

JUN 15 1998

I am writina in regards to the universal e-rate service and iYuina my concern for the dcfeDse of this
service. I am aWU'e that debate is currao.t1y underway pertainina to the preservation ofthe e-rate service,
and I would therefore Utlc you to protect and preserve the e-rate. The following is a summary of the
benefits producedby the universal service:

1. Continuation of the o·rate at the current level is in the beat interest ofstudents, schools, and librllrics.
There should be no delays or reductions. By ex.pandiq educational acoea and opportunity for all
students. plltticularly the "have nots" hnpagted by remote location and/or limited resources. universal
service is a power&l equalizer paying dividends many times beyond the actual dollarl collected.

2. Continuation of the e-rate at the cummt level is in the economic interest of the Unitod States. These
interests require teehnolopc:al investment in our schools. Eiahty-six percent of our elllSSrootm are not
connected to the Internet. Ifour federal officials moan what they say about American education being
the belt in the world, we have to live our }'OU118 people the tools to be the best.

3. The prognun should not be 8Uspended or reduced. Rumors out ofD.C. sUllelt th&t the FCC has been
cntertainina the possibility of sealina back the program to roughly 5650 million, far below the
authorized level of 52.25 billion. This is not acceptable. The cummt need fa fixed at $2.25 billion and
should rem.ain at that level until such a time III the need declines.

4. Local schools and librarios have invested incalculable amounts of time IUd energy into the e·rate
process. They have worked with community orpnizations and local bUlinesses to leverage resources,
raise matching money, IUld establish comprehensive technology plans. To pull the plug on these efforts
would amount to a. cruel mel:: and a slap in the face to our nation's young people.

I hope that your decision is one ofsupport for this issue. It is critical to the future ofour nation and to
future generations that we and our ehildren arc properly educated for the competitive world.

Sincerely,

Micbaol Kuaiak
Senior Systems Analyst

MKIks
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Capitol Region Education CounctZ
-------------------- Ch:lejFtnan.cial Offtcei

, " Chart.r Oak Avenul
Hartford, Connedlout 06'01

(_)524·_
Fax (eeo) 247-194

Int.met: gsynodf.o~.o/'I
Web ,ite: http://WWW,cree,oll
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June 10, 1998

The Honorable William B. Kennard
Chairman
Federal CommunicatiODS Conunisaion
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

To the Honorable William B. Keimarc1:

I am writiq in reprda to the univenal e-rate aervic:e md iBlumB my concern for the dofea1le of this
service. I~ awltO that debate is cutm1tly underway pertaining to the preaervation of tho e-ra.te .emce,
and I would therefore urge you to protect and preserve the: c-rate. The following is a summary of the
benefits produced by the unive:raal service:

1. Continuation of the e~rate at the current level is in the belt intelest ofatudcm.ta, school., md libraries.
There should be no delays or reductions. By expandina oduoational acceu ando~ty for all
studonta, perticu1Irly the "have nota" impacted by remote location and/or limited t'ClIQU1'QeI, \U1ivmal
service it a powerful equalizer payiq dividends many timet beyond the actual doUars collected.

2. Continuation of the e-rate at the current level iI in the economic interett of the United States. These
inte:reltl require teebnoloBical investment in our schools. Bighty-six percent ofour cluuooms are not
connected to the Int.cmet. Ifour federal officials m.ean what they say about American education being
the best in the world, we have to give our young people the tools to be the best.

3. The propant should not be suapended ot reduced. R.umors out ofD.C. IUUelt that the FCC hal been
enterta4lini the pombility ofscaHna back the propn to roulhlY $650 million, far below the
authorized level of$2.25 billion. Thill is not acceptable. The current need is tixed at $2.2S billion and
should remain at that level until such a time 88 the need declines.

4. Local ICbools and libraries have invel1ed incalcula.ble amounts oftime and energy into the e-rate
ptOCeta. They have wot1ccd with community organizations and local buainOlll8 to leverap ruources,
raise matching Il\01UlY, and establish comprehenaive tedmology plans. To pull the plug on these efforts
would amount to a cruel trick and a Ilap in the face to our nation's YOUJ1i people.

I hope that your decision is one of support for this issue. It is critioal to the future of our nAtion and to
future pnerations that we and 0u! children are properly educated for the competitive world.

;:;~J~
~~
Financial Specialist

MVIla
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
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120116th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-.3290
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F£O£RAL~11ONS
OFFiCE OF THe SI!CfIErNfrCOIIIMsstoN

Dear Chairman Kennard: ~

I am writing on behalfofNEA's 2.4 million members -- and the tens of millions _
students we teach -- to urge you to maintain full support and full funding for the E-Rate
program. More than 30,000 applications for discounted Internet access, phone service, and
internal wiring have poured into the Schools and Libraries Corporation, demonstrating the
magnitude of demand for this important program.

The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

June 11, 1998

Don Cameron, ExecutlYe Director

Robert E Chase, President

Reg Weaver, Vice PresIdent

Dennis Van Roekel, Secretary-Treasurer

The enthusiasm from the ranks of our own membership for this program is also
unprecedented, as thousands ofNEA members have written to the FCC, the Congress and the
telecommunications companies telling them what the E-Rate program would mean to their
schools, and to their students. We are talking about nothing less than the future of education,
and the economic future of this nation, because they are inextricably linked to the ability of
future generations of Americans to master technology, and to access information. Other
nations have already recognized this fact, and are providing their citizens with the requisite
tools and resources that the digital age will require. It should concern the FCC that there are
more than 300,000 high technology jobs already unfilled in this nation, with employers talking
about importing overseas workers to fill them.

Frankly, I am appalled at the amount of misinformation that has been disseminated about
the E-Rate program over the past several weeks. The vast majority ofapplications (73%) are
for $25,000 or less, and 13% are for $1,000 or less -- hardly an "out-of-control entitlement,"
as TIME magazine so unfairly represented the program on May 25. I am also distressed by the
claims of the telecommunications companies -- AT&T and MCI in particular -- that they
cannot afford to contribute to E-Rate funding, when they are enjoying record profits and the
benefits ofgenerous reductions in local access charges as a result of the same legislation that
created the E-Rate program.

No. oj Copies rec'd Cf--
UstA Be 0 E



Federal Communications Commission letter/Page 2
June 11, 1998

The E-Rate program is necessary, timely, and, perhaps most important, equitable. Only
27% of this nation's classrooms -- and only 14% of classrooms in low-income schools -- are
linked to the Internet. That's why the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, and
subsequently the FCC, determined that the E-Rate's highest discounts will go to the neediest
districts.

I want to particularly urge you to maintain a key provision of the E-Rate program -- its
provision for internal wiring. A cut in that provision would further exacerbate the inequities
between rich and poor school districts, because over 50% of the discount requests for internal
connections come from the neediest schools -- those eligible for 80 and 90% discounts. I also
believe that if we deny these poor districts access to telecommunications services, we may also
be denying their students' civil rights, which would be the worst of unintended consequences.

Congress passed the Snowe-Rockefeller-Exon-Kerrey (E-Rate) provision of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide universal service to schools and libraries. The law
specifically includes classrooms. "Universal" means just that -- urban, suburban, and rural;
poor and rich~ public and private; all races and ethnic groups. Everyone deserves access to
these services, because they are the fundamental avenues to employment and success for all
Americans in the 21st century.

Please ensure that the 30,000 applications on file receive the discounts and services they
have requested, and please lay the groundwork for stable future funding of this vital program.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Elizabeth Teasley
Director of Government Relations

cc: The Honorable Harold Furchtgott-Roth
The Honorable Susan Ness
The Honorable Michael Powell
The Honorable Gloria Tristani
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The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communicatlona Cornmlasion
1919M Street, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 2OS54

Dear Honorable Kennard.

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

JUN 15 1998
ff.DEIW. COMIIlNICATIONS COMIIISSION

OFFICE Of11£ S!CIIETNIV

As the Superintendent of a emtIIl (200 students, K-12) rural school cbtrtct, I am extremely oonoemed
about the recent action In Congresa concerning the FCC E-ratee fOr schooII and libraries. Continuation
of the e-rate at the current level is In the best Interest d students, schools and libraries. There should
be no delays or redUctionl. By expanding eduoatlonal access and opportunity for all students,
particularly the "have nats- Impacted by remote location and/or limited resources. universal service is a
powerful equalizer paying dividends many times beyond the actual dollars collected.

My district has already entered into a contract WIth a firm to provide fiber optic cable to the dlatrlct so
that our students can have access to the Internet and to a two-county wide distance learning network.
We have plaoed our faith in the Congress in enacting the program and heve invested incalculable
amounts of time and energy Into the Hate process. The Watersmeet Township School District wiU be
unable to fuffill its obligation in obtaining this service without the EHate. We have worked with
community organizations and local busjneeees to leverage resources, raise matching money and
establish a comprehensive technology plan. To pull the plug on theBe efforts 'NOuld amount to a ct'Uel
trlck and a slap in the face to our nation's young people.

The program should not be suspended or reduced. Rumen out of D.C. suggest that the FCC has
been entertaining the poeslbltty of scaling back the program to roughly $660 million. far belC7N the
authorized level of $2.25 billion. This is not acceptable. Current need is fixed at $2.25 billion and
should remain at that level until such time as the need declines.

Sincerely,

Debra L. Zelinski
Superintendent

CC: Commieaioner SUsan Ness
Harold Furchtgott-Roth

MlchMI Powell
Gloria Tristan!
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