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8 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF ™HE SECRETARY
In the Matter of )
)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45
Universal Service )
)
Petition of Saddleback Communications ) DA 98-1082
for Designation as an Eligible )
Telecommunications Carrier )
COMMENTS OF

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The United States Telephone Association (“USTA”) hereby files comments in support of
the above-captioned Petition of Saddleback Communications (“Saddleback™).! USTA is the
principal trade association of the local exchange carrier (“LEC”) industry. Its members serve
over 90 percent of the LEC-provided access lines in the nation.

Saddleback states in its Petition that it is a division of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community, and demonstrates that as such, it is not subject to the jurisdiction of the
Arizona Corporations Commission.” That Commission has recognized that it has no jurisdiction

over Saddleback.? Saddleback further demonstrates that it meets the requirements for

! Saddleback filed its Petition (“Petition”) on June 2, 1998. The Commission released a
Public Notice establishing a comment cycle on June 9, 1998 in DA-1082.

2 Saddleback operates exclusively in the state of Arizona. See Petition, Attachment C,
Boundaries of Service Area for Saddleback Communications.

3 Petition, Attachment G, Arizona Corporation Letter. No. of Copies rec'd 0‘{” g
List ABCDE




designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier by providing throughout its service area,
using its own facilities, the following services:*

1. Voice grade access to the public switched network;

2. Access without charge to local usage in terms of an amount of minutes of use of

exchange services;

3. Dual-tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;
4, Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

5. Access to emergency services;

6. Access to operator services;

7. Access to interexchange services;

8. Access to directory services; and

0. Toll limitation services for qualifying low-income customers.

Saddleback requests that the Commission confirm its designation for its service area.
USTA urges the Commission to grant Saddleback’s request on an expeditious basis, and that the
Commission further grant such status as being retroactive to January 1, 1998.

The Commission has recognized that the Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended
on December 1, 1997, gives it authority to designate an otherwise qualified carrier as eligible in
instances where such carrier is not subject to the jurisdiction of a state commission, and cannot

therefore be declared an eligible carrier in that state.” The Commission indicates that when it is

* Petition, Attachment A.

> In the Matter of Federal-State Joint board on Universal Service and Access Charge
Reform, Price Cap Performance Review for Local Exchange Carriers, Transport Rate Structure
and Pricing, End User Common Line Charge, Fourth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket
No. 96-45, Report and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 96-262, 94-1, 91-213, 95-72, (FCC 97-




made aware of these situations, it will then take action.® The instant Saddleback Petition serves
as this notice to the Commission.

In response to USTA’s December 11, 1997 Petition for Clarification in this proceeding ’,
the Commission has recognized that where a state commission is unable to designate a carrier as
eligible prior to January 1, 1998, and such carrier has reasonably sought such designation from
its state regulatory commission, it is appropriate to grant retroactive eligibility upon the carrier’s
request.® While Saddleback has not explicitly sought recognition of their status as an eligible
carrier retroactive to January 1, 1998, to not do so would deprive the carrier of essential universal
service support from that date until such time as the Commission’s action on Saddleback’s
petition takes effect. USTA submits that such a result would not be in the public interest, and
could be service affecting to the detriment and well-being of Saddleback’s subscribers on the Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Reservation.

Saddleback demonstrates that it took reasonable steps to contact the Arizona Corporation
Commission in mid-1997, and that the resolution of that discussion was that Commission’s letter
stating it has no jurisdiction over Saddleback’s operations.” Saddleback certifies that it provides

services within its operating area which are a necessary prerequisite to being declared an eligible

420), Released December 30, 1997 (“Fourth Reconsideration Order”), at fn. 55, citing Pub. L.
105-25, 111, Stat. 2540, §214(e)(6).

¢ Fourth Reconsideration Order, par. 20.

" In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Petition for

Clarification of the United States Telephone Association, CC Docket No. 96-45, December 11,
1997.

8 Id. Par. 23. The state commission must file the petition in this situation, with
companies encouraged to file information indicating that they had sought the designation.

? Petition, Attachment G.



carrier, and that it does so using its own facilities throughout its service area, as noted above.
USTA therefore urges the FCC to act expeditiously to designate Saddleback as an eligible

telecommunications carrier within its service area retroactive to January 1, 1998.

Respectfully Submitted,

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

By: Mﬂ / %A]L

Its Attorneys Lawrence E. Sarjeant
Linda L.. Kent
Keith Townsend

June 23, 1998



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robyn L.J. Davis, do certify that on June 23, 1998 copies of the Comments of the
United States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered, or deposited in the U.S.

Mail, first-class, postage prepaid to the persons on the attached servige list.
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