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Mag~ie Roman Salas
$~etary

Fed~ral Communications Commission
191? M Street, N.W.
Room 222 '
Washi~gt~n, D.C. 20554

. Re:' Amendment ofPart'S 21 and 74 To Enable Multipoint Dist."ibution Service
and Instructional Te~vision Fixed Service Licensees To E'lgage In Fixed
,Two-Way Transmissions --lvfMDocket No. 97-217 andmVf-9060

DW Ms. Salas:

, Wilson Technical Community College ("Wilson") hereby responds to the Commission's
~une 12, 1998 Public Notice in the above-referenced proceeding by urging the CClmmission to

.expeditiously adopt l1ew rules and policies consiStent with the proposals advanced by the over 110
wireless cable operators, ITFS licens~es, MDS licensees and equipment vendors that cOnlL-nellced

. M:M Docket No. 97-217 more than fifteen months ago (the "Petitioners").

. " Wilson is a community college located in North Carolina which provides nbroad array of
educational services '~o residents. Wilson was recently awarded an authorization ':0 operate ITFS
cl1anne~s in.the Greenville, North Carolina market. In addition, \Vilson has entered into an excess
capacity ,leasing arrangement with Wireless One ofNorth Carolina, Inc. ("WONe") which
provides for the full implementation ofa unique statewide wirelss cable system.. ..

'. Wilson believes that the Petitioners are to be applauded for crafting a regulatory approach
that deftly balances the pressing need for expedited processing of applications and deployment of
new s,ervices against the requirement for reasonable protection against interferen<~. Wilson notes

. with approval that the Petitioners are proposing to retain the existing 45 dB and 0 dB co-charmel
a,nd adjacent channel desired-to-undesired interference protection standards, are proposing a
conservative methodology for determining whether a given proposed response station system will
meet those standards" and are proposing that the operator of any response station found to cause

'. harmful electrical interference cure that interference. Wilson is particularly concc:rned that
'proposals advanced by the Catholic Television Network ("CTNft

), which apparently already has
secured licenses for the facilities it desires, would substantially delay ITFS licensing of others,

'witho,ut any significant improvement in the operating environment. The Petitiom:rs' proposal is
'h,ighly protective against interference, and the burdens proposed by CTN will impose costs far

, greater than the minUSCllle benefits of additional protection. As a result, Wilson ',elieves that the
. Petitioners' proposed interference protection rules and policies are fully protective ofour

. :' .: interests. and we support theira~QPtion.. .~ \~!
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Similarly, the Commission should reject the entreaties of those opposed to the Petitioners'
well-conceived proposals for reformiug the application process. Wilson has already been
substantially delayed by l.TFS application processing delays, and the proposals advanced by the
Petitioners for streamlining the system should be adopted to assure that the anticipated rush of
appljcati~ngfor two-way facilities not result in processing gridlock. The benefits of speeding
d'eptoY7Jient ofnew facilities, wnether one~way or two-way, far outweigh any potential benefits of
the appliCation processing system eTN advocates. The history of ITFS has shown'that periodic
filing windows do not work, and the alternative approach advanced by the Petitiouers does.

Respectfully submitted,
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