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On October 22. 1997. 111 the CICs Order on Reconsideration. the Commission the crc<.lted
a "two-step" transition from three-digit to four-digit carrier identification codes (CICs),
A.dministration of the North ,\merican Numbering Plan. Carrier Identification Codes (CIC's l.

Order on ReconsiderationO-Order on Application for Revlew and Second Further Notice or
Proposed Rulemaking. CC Docket No. 92-23 7, FCC 97-386 (reI. Oct. 22. 19(7). In the first
phase. the Commission mandated that all local exchange carriers (LECs) providing equal acees'.;
complete switch changes to recognize four-digit CIC':; hy January I. 1998, The second rh~lSC,

which ends on June 30, 1998. IS intended to allovv interexchange carriers (IXCs) time to prepare
their networks [()r. and educate their customers ahout. the replacement of three-digit CIC, b>
four-digit CIt's, After June 3!l 1998. onlY four-diFit ; 1('s and seven-digit C'\Cs will he
recognized.

In response to a Request for Expedited Declaratory Ruling by BellSouth Corporation. on
May I. 1998. the Common Carrier Bureau (Bureau) rel.eased the CICs Declaratorv Order,
clarifying the Commlsslon's requirements regarding Ihe blocking of three-digit CICi.
\dministration of the North American Numbering Plan. Cdrrier Identification Codes (Cle's l,

Declaratory Ruling, CC Docket No, 92-237. DA 98-828 (rei. May I" 19(8). The Bureau claritied
thal carriers may not begin hlocking three-digit (,Ies earlier than July t, 1998. The Burea l !.

ho\vc\er. waived the .lui) 1 1998. deadline t'or the complete blocking of all three-digit CIt's to
allow a phase-out of three-digit CICs. with all hlocking ol three-digit CICs to be completed riC!

later than September 1. 199H

On August 12. 1998. MCI Communications Corporation (MCI) filed a Petition for
Emergency Stay of the September 1. 1998 phase-out deadline for the blocking of three-digit CI Cs
ordered by the CICs !2cdarat.9!~'_Ruling. In its petition. MCI states that a recently discovered
technical problem threatens lhc iillegrity of all "dial-around" interexchange services. It also states
that the majority of LFCs are deficient in their conversion to four-digit CICs. with over 56% of
[.Fe I.:nd offices yet to he Cil!1Vertecl, I\1Cl requesls that th(,~ Commission: (1) direct Bell Atlantic



tJ) immediately halt its CIe Iransition while the Bureau takes no more than 10 days to determin~'

1t similar action is needed in each incumbent LEe territury: (2) direct all LECs to provic\;:
appropriate intercept announcements for access code calls placed using three-digit CIes: and (:l)

stay the September 1 deadline for hlocking three-digi1 (J and order! 10 immediately hall

all hlo ....:king-related activity 1\lCI states that once the Bure:n! is satisfied that the problems raised
in its petition have heen resolved. the Commission then can all(m th~ phase-out of three·-dign
C/( s to continue with completion set at three months fronl the rc-start of the LEe phase··out.

Interested parties may file comments no later than\ugusr 19.1998. Because of :llc
nature of Mel's request. no reply comment period is prov1ckd ,\n original and four copies 01
all comments must be filed in accordance \\ith Section IS1(c) III the Commission'" I"Lll,,>.;;
CJ.R ~ \ .51 (c). In addition. one copy of each pleading must be filed with the Commiss~()n .
copy contractor, International Transcription SenlC,~';' ;n( 1::-':; 1 20th Street, ~. W., Washington
D.C.. 20036. and t\VO copies with the ChIef !\kl SC:'clCC> I)jvisiun. Room:'3:'), 200il 1\ 1
Slr~t.:l. \J W. Washinglon llC 20554.

Because this proceeding involves hr,lacl puhliL [It,!ie) issues. the Bureau will treal the
proceeding as "permit but disclose" for purpose's or the ('ommission's ex lli!.rte rules. See
generally. 47 C'.F.R ~~ 11200-\.12J6 As a "permit hu: disclose" proceeding, ex illHtc
presentations will be governed by the procedure~i ',d forth m section 1 1206 of the Commt~;si(\I1',

rules applicable to non-restricted proceedings

Parties making oral ex parte presentations are reminded that memoranda summarizing tlw
presentation mllst contain a summary of the :.;uhstancc ,)[' th'e' prCsclltatlOIJ and not merely a listing
Ill' tlk: ';ubjects discussed \llore than a \1I1e or t\\(1 :-;cnknCl; Jescnption of the view,: and
drgliPh~nts presented is generally required. See 4"7 C' : .1 ::-'C){J(b)(~) Other rules pertaining
to IJTal ,.lIId written presenwtions arc sel forth in ,~(,clllln 1 !'~06 thl as ',veil

! or further information. contact Renee
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